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Congratulations to Larry Chamney! Larry won the Best in
Competition (Judge’s Choice) award for the OHS 2024 Annual
Photography Competition.

A

As per the competition winning rules, the winning photo
(Judge’s Choice, first place), is featured as the yearbook’s cover

u’ : page. Please see pp 47-56 for remaining pictures and winners’
Larry Chamney, Class 1 - ‘China Rose’ names.

OHS Year of Awards!

First Place
Best in Show Award

The OHS is proud to announce that the OHS Yearbook won First
Place for its cover page and Best in Show in the publications
category (cover page/yearbook). These awards were presented
at the 2024 Ontario Horticultural Association (OHA) convention
held in July 2024 in Guelph, Ontario.

WS pozesiad Yearbook

Additionally, The OHS’s newsletter, “The Dibbler,” received the
prestigious Judge’s Choice Award in the publications (newsletter)
category at the OHA convention.

Well done everyone!

© 2025 The Ottawa Horticultural Society. All rights reserved.
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PRESIDENT’S SUMMARY

Julianne Labreche, juliannelabreche@gmail.com

OHS: The Year in Review

A few months ago, | travelled to Perth, Ontario, with friend and fellow OHS Board member Rebecca Last.
We spent the day attending our District 2 2024 AGM. The keynote speaker that day was Lorraine
Johnson — a native plant author and advocate. Now, for those of you who know me well, you’ll know
that Lorraine Johnson is a favourite speaker of mine and a mentor. The theme that day was ‘Naturally
Beautiful.” Her talk was called What Native Plants and Shrubs to Grow for Natural Beauty in Our Gardens.

Lorraine began her talk by saying that beauty is very subjective, but these days she has started to think
about the beauty found in biodiversity — especially with weather extremes and our changing climate.
The point she stressed is that non-native plants, especially monocultures in a garden, aren’t always good
when dealing with extreme weather events. In fact, our terrible plants — invasive plant species — are all
non-native.

Native plants, on the other hand, go back a long way and have co-evolutionary relationships with
pollinators, birds, and other wildlife. They are built for resilience. They are tough, often with deep roots,
and varied. Indeed, the beauty of biodiversity is just that: it is diverse. That very diversity, that mixture of
different plants, is what makes a garden stronger, and in my opinion, more interesting.

Having served as President of the OHS for two years now, | don’t think that I’'m stretching the point
when | say that it is also that same range of different volunteers that makes the OHS interesting and
strong. Our volunteers come with many talents, strengths, and skills, plus a willingness to work together.
Each of our over 350 members contributes to the OHS simply by joining and taking out a membership,
for which we are grateful. But it is those members who go the extra mile and contribute so much
beyond a membership that I'd like to pay tribute to.

First, let’s talk about OHS volunteers with some excellent communication and technical skills. In this
modern age of social media, the OHS simply couldn’t exist without these talented people. I'm thinking,
of course, of people such as Maria Nicoll who, this past year, put together a very solid and attractive
OHS yearbook with its highly detailed summary of the past two years of OHS activities. Maria also
worked with John Waddington to update and improve our OHS website. These are huge undertakings,
both technically and time-wise, and both have been done with great competence.

There is another OHS volunteer, who takes on Grapevine communications. We recognized Janet Sullivan
last year at the AGM with a big award, but on behalf of our members, I'd like to recognize Janet’s
contributions once again. Her work is appreciated and valued, especially as she somehow manages to
squeeze it in between her full-time waged work, family, and home responsibilities. It is always amazing
how busy people manage to find the time to volunteer and contribute so cheerfully and willingly.

...over/
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PRESIDENT’S SUMMARY ( CONT’D)

Julianne Labreche, juliannelabreche@gmail.com

Behind the scenes, working quietly in the background, we have volunteers responsible for the OHS
newsletter and Facebook. When James Robertson, who many of you know, stepped down last year as
newsletter editor, Tuula Talvila moved into the job. Assisted by the talented Kat Bauer for the layout and
design, as well as other editors and contributors, our newsletter deserves recognition for its graphic
layout and content.

It is a special day for me when this newsletter, recently renamed “The Dibbler” — after a long-ago
invented garden tool used for planting bulbs — arrives in my electronic mailbox. | always enjoy the mix of
articles about many different kinds of plants — houseplants, vegetables, non-native and native plants.

It was a proud moment when, at the Ontario Horticultural Association Conference in Guelph, our OHS
Yearbook took “First Place” in the Yearbook category and was also “Best in Show” for its cover page!
The “Judges’ Choice” award was the OHS Newsletter (The Dibbler)! Congratulations to Maria and Tuula,
and all the volunteers who work with them.

Beyond OHS volunteers with strong communication skills, I'd like to recognize other volunteers too. This
includes those who dig up, transplant, label, transport, and organize our plant sales. We had several big
sales this year, including the sale organized by the Friends of the Farm, our OHS plant auction, and the
Old Ottawa South Porch sale. It takes a village, as each event requires time, commitment, and planning.
These sales help to bring members together, sharing labour and laughter. Their revenue allows us to
give back to our community through our planting projects. More about that later.

I’d like to recognize, in particular, Rob Brandon, Maureen Mark, Gloria Sola, Rebecca Last, Jennifer Mix,
and Tuula Talvila. For many of these folks, there is a long tradition of volunteerism. Thank you, all.

There is another member whose skills are critical to the day-to-day workings of the OHS and that is our
coordinator of membership, D.J. Smith. D.J. also volunteers on our Board. I’'m sure that a week doesn’t
go by when D.J. doesn’t check our membership base, provide advice, answer questions, and ensure that
memberships are up to date. Her volunteer contributions do not go unrecognized. It is a big job and one
in which she excels.

Just as gardens bring serendipity and unexpected moments of joy, there are also those volunteers who
bring joy by organizing our summer pop-up tours. It was a lot of fun being part of the organizing group
this year with Tuula Talvila, Cindy Lyon, and Maria Nicoll. Gardens that OHS members visited this
summer were varied and interesting. Those gardeners who opened their garden gates to us were
generous in showing us around their properties.

Thanks to Larry Chamney who organized our 2024 photo competition. Larry has done a fabulous job for
a second vyear, setting up themes and encouraging hobby photographers to participate. This year’s
theme was the cinematic garden, because movies and flowers have lots in common — romance,
symbolism, plots, and star-power. Thank you for your creativity in putting together this contest, Larry!

...over/
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PRESIDENT’'S SUMMARY (CONT’D)

Julianne Labreche, juliannelabreche@gmail.com

We also ran our first-ever pollinator garden awards. These awards are not unlike earlier awards
dedicated to the memory of Mary Bryant, a much-loved member of the OHS. When | told Lorraine
Johnson about this new OHS award, she was delighted.

Every garden has its constants, those reliable plants that you can depend upon year after year. For me,
during my two-year term, my constants within the OHS have been my fellow OHS Board members, who
have been so willing to work together on OHS initiatives and programs. I'm very grateful to both
Rebecca Last and Rob Brandon who have both announced that they would like to step down from their
respective roles as Chair of Programming and Treasurer. These are both demanding and sometimes
stressful roles, but jobs critical to the well being of the OHS. | am proud that they were both recognized
as “Garden Heroes” in 2023. My thanks as well to Jeff Blackadar, Cindy Lyon, Tina Liu, and others who
support the OHS in so many ways.

Contributing as volunteers means that we can, in turn, give back to our community. We gave back in
several ways in 2024. As in past years, we supported the Regional Science Fair. Once again, our young
winners attended our spring meeting, and we had the chance to meet them and learn first-hand about
their innovations. Again, the diversity of our membership made that happen. Many thanks to Anne
Johnston, Claude Brun del Re, and Lyse Morisset. All have science backgrounds, are fluently bilingual,
and enjoy working with young people.

We also contributed $400 to buy a raised garden bed for seniors with dementia at The Glebe Centre, to
enjoy within their enclosed garden. The Glebe Centre is a charitable not-for-profit long-term care home.
We worked with their recreation therapist and other staff to ensure this would be the most practical
and long-term contribution to that garden space.

The OHS gave $S300 to the Debra Dynes Family House, a registered charity in the west end of Ottawa
that assists low-income and newly arrived immigrants to Canada. Specifically, that money was
earmarked for their children’s gardens, including a Rainbow Garden and a Pizza Garden. Children are
learning how to grow healthy food and are encouraged to spend time outdoors. A social worker in
charge told me that many of the children who participate move on to higher-level learning at local
universities and community colleges.

The OHS also contributed $300 to another children’s project through Canadian Organic Growers, a
registered national charity. This money has been earmarked for a film to be shown in local classrooms
about Three Sisters Plantings, a way of planting with corn, beans, and squash used by the First Nations
People. We look forward to viewing it.

Finally, your OHS Board is deeply concerned about climate change and the importance of trees to
sequester carbon. For that reason, we donated S600 to Forét Capitale Forest, a registered charity
whose mission is to plant more trees in the nation’s capital. Specifically, this money has been used to
buy new potting benches to help plant-up baby trees. Forét Capitale was one of the pop-up gardens
that OHS toured this past summer.

...over/
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PRESIDENT’S SUMMARY (CONT’'D)

Julianne Labreche, juliannelabreche@gmail.com

As for me, | enjoyed a walking trek in Ireland this past summer. | learned there that Canada is
not the only country busy planting trees and getting rid of invasive plant species. Around the
world, volunteers are busy planting trees to provide relief from the heat and help mitigate the
effects of climate change. In Ireland, like here, they are rewilding and working to plant native
trees.

2025 promises to be another good year. We hope to partner with the Ottawa Valley Rock
Garden Horticultural Society and head to the Montreal Botanical Garden where there will be a
huge plant sale in late May. Undoubtedly, OHS members will fill the bus and purchases will be
abundant and varied. Hopefully, the same will hold true for OHS volunteers in 2025; may they
continue to be abundant and varied.

Thank you to all our volunteers, from the bottom of my heart, for everything that you do to
make this city more green, healthy, and vibrant. It is a proud feeling for me to be part of this
garden community.

FIRST NATIONS TERRITORY ACKNOWLEDGMENT

| would like to acknowledge that for thousands of years, First Nations people have walked on

this land. Their relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.

We are gathered on the traditional territory of the Algonquin Anishinaabe people and
acknowledge their stewardship of this land throughout the ages. Like them, may we come to
better understand and honour that incredible web of life called biodiversity that exists between

ourselves, animals, plants, soil, water and sky.

Julianne Labreche, President, OHS
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ABOUT THE OTTAWA HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY (OHS)

OHS Mission:

“To cultivate an interest in plants and gardening in order
to create a beautiful community.”

WHO WE ARE TODAY
Welcome to the Ottawa Horticultural Society (OHS). We are made up of amateur and master
gardeners who have been coming together for over 165 years to promote and encourage an

interest in horticulture and the love of gardening in general.

The OHS proudly organizes a speaker program, plant auctions and sales, and summer garden
tours. Social media platforms such as Facebook and YouTube, and the OHS website allow for
exchange of information and awareness, not only among members but also among the public.
The OHS sponsors a community planting program and donations. In 2024, the “Great
Pollinator Garden Awards” was introduced, created to encourage members and the public to
showcase their gardens in a variety of categories. The OHS partnered with Canadensis to

participate in the Tree Trust Program.

These are some of the numerous opportunities to get involved and make a difference by
volunteering with us. New challenges, learning more and of course meeting new people. You

can’t go wrong.

OUR ROOTS

The OHS has a long history dating back to the late 1800s. While there were garden societies in
the city before then, it wasn't until the autumn of 1892 that a group of local plant enthusiasts
met at City Hall to plan the launch of a horticultural society. The inaugural meeting was held on
January 17, 1893, with some 30 gentlemen present to listen to a lecture on the newest and
best horticultural techniques. More information on the history of the OHS is available on the
society’s website. The OHS is incorporated under the Ontario Agricultural and Horticultural

Organizations Act and belongs to District 2 of the Ontario Horticultural Association (OHA).

MEETINGS AND LOCATIONS

Meetings are scheduled for the fourth Tuesday of each month, typically from 7:00 to 9:00 pm,
except in June, when it takes place on the second Tuesday. For the months of July and August,
there are no meetings. Finally, in December, we hold our annual general meeting (AGM). The
date varies and will be announced via Grapevine notice (ohsgrapevine2@gmail.com). These
gatherings have always been free, and we extend a warm invitation to the public to join us.

...over/
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ABOUT THE OTTAWA HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY (OHS) (CONT’D)

MEETINGS AND LOCATIONS (Cont’d)

OHS members can attend in person or view the meeting(s) via our OHS YouTube channel. The
ability to participate virtually has been a valuable addition, allowing us to stay connected
regardless of physical distance and of course allowing members to attend meetings virtually in
the comfort of their homes.

Meetings in 2024 continued at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview Rd., Ottawa and should for
the 2025. If there are changes, members will be notified. As a reminder, meetings are free,
and we invite all to join us in person or on YouTube. (Click here for map location).

%

ABOUT THE OHS YEARBOOK

Editor: Maria Nicoll, mtnicoll55@gmail.com| Editorial Review Team: Tuula Talvila | Josie Pazdzior | Lori Gandy

The OHS yearbook serves as a historical document and reference tool, reflecting the spirit and
dedication of our members, volunteers, and board. As the new OHS Yearbook Editor, I'm
delighted by the progress and impact over the past year.

2024 was outstanding for the OHS, with highlights such as plant auctions, pop-up garden tours,
and contests like the OHS Photography Contest and the Great Pollinator Garden Awards. Our
community engagement, including donations and green initiatives, has been exceptional.
President Julianne Labreche laid a wreath at Parliament Hill, and we formed new partnerships
with Canadensis and the Tree Trust. The speaker series continued to educate and raise
awareness on gardening topics.

We owe our success to the dedication of OHS volunteers, leading to achievements like
successful sales, new memberships, and a total of 3 awards received at the Ontario
Horticultural Association’s (OHA’s) Guelph convention. The OHS took First Place for Best
Newsletter, Best in Show for the yearbook, and First Place for the OHS yearbook cover.

Thank you to all who contributed, especially the editorial team of Tuula Talvila, Josie Pazdzior,
and Lori Gandy, for their exceptional proofreading and editing skills.
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REMEMBRANCE DAY

On November 11th, 2024, Remembrance Day, the OHS President,
Julianne Labreche laid a wreath on behalf of the OHS at the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier in downtown Ottawa. This act honored both the wishes
of a former OHS member's donation and those who made the ultimate
sacrifice in times of conflict.

-

Phota Lredit; J;E/'me L abr'gblly' J

RECOGNITION

The OHS is indebted to its volunteer officers, directors, convenors, and many other members
who give generously of their time and abilities to ensure that the Society remains a useful and
interesting component of Ottawa life. Businesses, organizations, and individuals have
contributed in various ways to the work of the Society. The Society expresses its gratitude for
the assistance provided by the following: the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food, and Rural
Affairs; Ritchie Feed and Seed; the City of Ottawa; and Katari Imaging. The Society also
acknowledges the continuing support of individuals and businesses that have donated special
prizes, gift certificates, and member discounts. Please see page 11 for a full list of the

businesses that offer discounts to OHS members.

%

PATRON, HONORARY PRESIDENT AND LIFE MEMBERS

The Ottawa Horticultural Society is fortunate to have a distinguished list of patrons,
honorary presidents, and life members.

PATRON

Canada’s Governor General, Her Excellency the Right Honourable Mary Simon, C.C.,
C.M.M., C.0.M,, C.D.

HONORARY PRESIDENT
His Worship, the Mayor of Ottawa, Mark Sutcliffe

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS

Sheila Burvill, Mr. and Mrs. Russell Gomme, Marilyn Light, James Robertson, Cecile Sanders, Judy
Shedden, D.J. Smith, Ann and John Soar, Gloria Sola, Blaine Marchand, and Jennifer Mix. In 2024,
Jeff Blackadar, Maureen Mark and Rebecca Last were added.
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OHS MEMBERS’ AWARDS 2024

OHS HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP AWARDS

Congratulations to Jeff Blackadar, Rebecca Last and Maureen Mark
(left to right photos) on receiving the OHS Honorary Life

Biotos:
Membership awards for 2024. M;,Zb}y,m// !

Maureen Mark has been an OHS member for over 33 years. She has '

served on the OHS Board multiple times, demonstrating her

leadership and commitment. Maureen is highly knowledgeable about plants and has been the driving force
behind the OHS plant auction for several years, ensuring its success. Her dedication has significantly
impacted the OHS and its members.

Jeff Blackadar has been an OHS member for 24 years and has contributed to various activities, including the
Archives and the Yearbook. He has served as past president of both the OHS and the OHA. As a gardener, Jeff
enjoys experimenting with new and unusual plants. His dedication and leadership have greatly benefited the
OHS.

Rebecca Last has been a dedicated OHS volunteer and Board Member for 20 years. She has contributed
plants to our sales, given numerous OHS talks as a Master Gardener, and served as an auctioneer at our plant
auction. Rebecca has also single-handedly organized our program talks for several years, a challenging task.
Additionally, she is a garden blogger and has received various gardening awards. The OHS recognizes and
appreciates Rebecca Last's invaluable contributions to the OHS.

OHS PRESIDENT’S AWARD
Congratulations Cindy Lyon on receiving the OHS President’s award for her dedication as a l!
member and Secretary of the OHS. Phito: Waria Nizoll

OHS MEMBERS’ APPRECIATION AWARD

This year, the OHS members’ appreciation award went to Maria Nicoll.

OHS MEMBERS - GARDEN HEROES

Regrettably overlooked in the 2023-2024 yearbook, the OHS would like to extend its heartfelt
congratulations to Rob Brandon and Rebecca Last, our 2023 ‘Garden Heroes.” They received this
accolade through ‘Live the Garden Life.” Belated congratulations to both!

e . Rob Brandon Rebecca Last
e ad =

2023 GARDEN HERO

/
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OHS OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2023-2026

OFFICERS
2024-2025

President: Julianne Labreche*| Vice President: Vacant** | Past President: Jeff Blackadar

Secretary: Cindy Lyon | Treasurer: Rob Brandon

BOARD OF DIRECTORS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2023-2025 2024-2026
' Tina.Liu . Juliana Adema | Sheila Carey |Jean Carr
Dianne Kilpatrick Larry Chamney | Joanne Lacroix | Claire Leduc
Janet Sullivan Cecilia Lee | Tuula Talvila | Cathy Younger-Lewis

Honorary Life Directors
Sandy Parsons | Pat Russell | Judy Shedden | John Soar | Linda Temple

Financial Peer Reviewers
Alain Decelles | Chris Stetsko

*Julianne Labreche has agreed to be the OHS President until December 31st, 2025. In the interim the OHS Board
will be seeking a suitable candidate to continue the standard 2 year term.
**The Board will be actively seeking an OHS Vice President in the coming year.

OHS Officers and Board of Directors
AGM December 10th, 2024

Front Row, Left to Right: Julianne Labreche (President) | Tuula Talvila (Board Member) | Cindy Lyon (Secretary) | Cathy Younger-Lewis (Board Member) |
Tina Liu (Board Member). Back Row, Left to right: Jean Carr (Board Member) | Cecilia Lee (Board Member) | Juliana Adema (Board Member) |
Janet Sullivan (Board Member) | Larry Chamney (Board Member) | Claire Leduc (Board Member) Absent from photo: Joanne Lacroix (Board Member) |
D.J. Smith (Board Member) | Sheila Carey (Roard Member) | Dianne Kilpatrick (Board Member) | Jeff Blackadar (Past President) |
Rob Brandon (Treasurer) Phato Lredit: Maria Meoll
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CONTACT INFORMATION FOR OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 2023-2026

@HS

Ottawa Horticultural Society

JULANG AEMA i juliana.adema@gmail.com
Jeff Blackadar.....c.ooiiicc e jeffblackadar@gmail.com
ROD Brandon ..c..cuoiiiiiiiiec e rob@laurabrandon.ca
SREIHA CArEY .o s_carey@rogers.com
JEAN CAIT i jcarr@jardincanadensisgarden.ca
Larry CRamNeY ....c i chamneylg@gmail.com
CECIITA LBO o hcfourney@gmail.com
Dianne KilpatriCK....o.oiioeieceeec e baillie.dianne@gmail.com
Julianne Labreche (President)......cc.ccoovveeeiiicieciceecce e juliannelabreche@gmail.com
JOANNE LACIOIX c.vviiiiiiicie e photojojo007 @gmail.com
Claire LeAUC oo claireleduc79@gmail.com
LN o= TG TR tina.liu@ncc-ccn.ca
CINAY LYON 1ttt an clyon9395@gmail.com
JaNEt SUITIVAN ..o ohsgrapevine2 @gmail.com
TUULE T AV et e e e e e tuula@ncf.ca
Cathy YOUNGEM-LEWIS ..ccvviiiiieiiiciie ettt cyoungerlewis@yahoo.ca
$
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mailto:ohsgrapevine2@gmail.com
mailto:tuula@ncf.ca
mailto:cyoungerlewis@yahoo.ca

OHS COMMITTEES, CONVENORS AND CONTACTS 2024-2025

Audio-Visual: Rob Brandon ........ocoiiiiiiiiccc e rob@laurabrandon.ca
CommUNItY Planting: CONVENOT: ......c.oveieeeee et Vacant
Finance: Convenor: Gloria Sola........ccceevviiiiiiiiiiieciiice e, the.canadian.equadorian@gmail.com

Garden Pop-Up Tours: Co-convenors:

CINAY LYON 1ottt clyon9395@gmail.com
TUUIA T AV e e tuula@ncf.ca
Julianne LabreChe ... juliannelabreche@gmail.com
Maria NICOIL ... oo mtnicoll55@gmail.com
Grapevine: Janet SUNIVAN ......cc.iiiiii e ottawahortweb@gmail.com
Member Discount and Sponsorship: Cindy Rattle ..........ccccovviivviiinieennn. gardenescape48@gmail.com
Membership: Convenor: D.J. SMIth.........ccoccoiiiiiiiiiiiii e opalgirlmith@gmail.com
Newsletter “The Dibbler”: Editor: Tuula TalVila ......coooeiiiiii tuula@ncf.ca
Nominations: Convenor: Jeff Blackadar..........ccccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiieece jeffblackadar@gmail.com

Ottawa Regional Science Fair Awards:

Anne Johnston (Convenor/JUdEE).....cc.ooveeveoeeieeceeceeeeeeee e a.johnston.photo@gmail.com
Claude Brun del Re (JUAEE) ..ooviiieie e claudebdr@live.ca
JUAE e Vacant
Photo Competition: Convenor: Larry Chamney ........coceeevieiiiiiieeiieiiecee e chamneylg@gmail.com

Program Speaker Series:

Co-convenor: JOANNE LACIOIX ..cciiiuiiiiieeeeeee e eeeeaaans photojojo007 @gmail.com
Co-convenor: Claire LEAUC ....c...vii oo claireleduc79@gmail.com
Publicity (Facebook): Convenor/Administrator: Tuula Talvila.......c.coooovieiiiciicceee, tuula@ncf.ca
Refreshments: Lynn ArmSTrONE ....o.oovvioieiieeie ettt Irmstrng@sympatico.ca
Treasurer: Rob Brandon (until 31-Dec-2025)........ccoviiiiiiiiiieeeeieeeeeee e, rob@laurabrandon.ca
Treasurer Assistant: Lori FIanigan .......ccccceovviiieiiiiiicicec e lori_flanagan@sympatico.ca
Treasurer Assistant : Sanchita GhoSh...........ccccoveviiiiii e sghosh9786@gmail.com
Volunteer Coordinator: COOrdiNAtOr: .........ccoiiiiiiiiii it Vacant

Website: Webmasters:

JONN WaddiNgLon ... johnnchar@bell.net

MaAria NICOIL. ... mtnicoll55@gmail.com

Yearbook: Editor: Maria NiCOIl ........cooiiiiiiiiiiiicic e mtnicoll55@gmail.com
%
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OHS VOLUNTEERS 2024

Thank You, OHS Volunteers!

The OHS extends its deepest gratitude to all our volunteers for their unwavering dedication and
hard work in 2024. Your contributions have been instrumental in making our society flourish.

e Adair Heuchan

o Alain Decelles

e Andrea Picher

e Ann Frederking
e Anne Johnston

e Anne Price

o Barb Walker

e Barry Wilson

o Berit Erickson

e Blaine Marchand
e Brian Carson

o Chris Stetsko

o Cindy Rattle

e Cindy Lyon

o Claire Leduc

o Denise Kennedy
o Dianne Kilpatrick
e D.J. Smith

o Dorothy Tol

o Elizabeth Moore
e Ellen Derry

e Gloria Sola
o Heather Reith

o Isabelle Geraets-Rose

James Robertson

Jane Sargent
Janet Sullivan
Jean Carr

Jeff Blackadar
Jennifer Mix
John Waddington
Josie Pazdzior
Julianne Labreche
Kat Bauer

Kate Fiander
Kathleen Fischer
Kristin Kendall
Kristina Rudnitski
Larry Chamney
Liz Vavasour

Lori Gandy

Lynn Armstrong
Lynne Patenaude
Maria Nicoll
Maureen Coulas

Maureen Mark

Michel Le Blanc

Min Ku
Nancy McDonald

Pamela Barber
Pat Russell

Paul Boult
Pauline Yelle
Rebecca Last
Rob Brandon
Robb Wainwright
Robin Gifford
Ron Woods
Rosalind Bennett
Sandy Garland
Sharon McCue
Sheila Burvill
Shelley Ford
Sirsa Saket
Sundaura Alford-Purvis
Suzanne Carr
Sylvia Spasoff
Tina Liu

Tuula Talvila

Wendolyn Nicholds
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OHS LONG SERVICE MEMBERS 2024

Every year, the OHS proudly lists the names of members who have achieved 10, 20, 30 and 40
year milestones.

The OHS extends its congratulations to all members from 2024 for their loyalty and, of course,
for reaching these significant milestones.

10
Years Mira Missop and Janet Wolfe
15 Margaret Cheney Don, Sandy Garland, Anne Johnston, Tuula Talvila, and
Years Barb Walker
20 . .
Years Rebecca Last-Guenette, Richard Guenette, Connie Munro, and Dorothy Tol
25
Years Jennifer Mix and Josie Pazdzior
40
Years * Marilyn Light (44), Ann Soar (44), John Soar (44), and Judy Shedden (47)

%

IN MEMORIAM 2024

Maria Anna (Maryna) Nowosielski

Maryna, as we all knew her, loved her family, her friends, and her garden—actually, her two
gardens. She had an ornamental garden with espaliered fruit trees, shrubs, and perennials at the
front of her corner lot facing a park and the Rideau River. On the other side of her house, she had a
sunken garden created when the city built up the street in the 1950s as a berm against spring
floods. Here she grew vegetables in raised beds, more fruit, and, climbing the slope up to the
street, more shrubs. She loved to welcome visitors into her garden, happily discussing what was
doing well and what she wanted to change. She particularly encouraged visiting children to pick and
eat raspberries when in season. Maryna joined the Society in 2003. Besides being a regular
attendee, she helped at several sales with donated plants and was pleased when she could host an

OHS tour of her garden.
Text provided by D.J. Smith
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Income [ Expense Statement

OHS FINANCIAL STATEMENT REPORT 2023-2024

Ottawa Horticultural Society
Financial Statements - Fiscal Year of September 1, 2023 to August 31, 2024

Ingang Expenses
Advertising 0 Civie 160N, (KR
Donutions 142816 Distribute Information 1,540, 36
Ciranits! B.097.50  Donation to Beg. Charigy” 150,00
HST refurd 124733 FeesThues 171,50
Investment ncome 20222023 LI76.38  General Administration 340261
Memberships 4460 Meetings 348613
Sales 4.107.29 OHAT2 175.50
Refreshments at talks 3835 Publicity 23300
Tatal Incame 20232024 A 21055001 Sabes Materials 169497
Shows 1B
CSRF Expenses 167558
Youth/Science Fair 30H00
Total Expenses B 16,7859
Combined lncome Less Expenses (A - B) C 436910
Diher Activities
HST met -280.15
HET Refund mm received to date =637, (05
Final Incame less Expenses L] 34209
Statement of Changes in Cash Position
Checking Acct Balance September 1, 2023 12.882.25
Final Incomde less Expenses (1) 3.428.90
Less uncleared 20212022 chegques 470,70
Adkd uncleared chaques August 31, 2024 14.75
Transferred to investment account =i, (M)
Checking Aceount Balanee August 31, E 9. 044695
20247
Balance Sheet Asset and Linbility Statement
Assets as of August 31, 2023 T2248.34
L iguied
Cheguing Aceount 904695
Cash Float : 200,06
Investment Account {unrestricled) 49,701.39
L] 51.51
CIBC Moncy Markel 1028 .52
CPN Provinee of Manitola due March 2025 0,800,458
Equitable Bank Cuearamtoed Investment Certificase 10,000, ()
Exuitable Bank Guaraieed Investment Certificate 10, (R
iShares SEPTSX Capped Financials lndex ETI 8,689.68
Diesjardins low CO2 Index ETF 213120
CIBC GIC 6, LW, (KR
Segregated Funds
Guaranteed Investment Certificate Haveniree 300,00 13,000,060
Liabilities as of August 31, 2024 13.002.00
Accounts Payable LLELT]
Uncleared Cheques =12.00
Sepregated Funds 13,0000
Equity as of August 31, 2023 5333319
Equity as of August 3], 2024 0236344

! 2 grants one from OMAFRA of $1,500 and two grant deposits of $3298.75 which is 50% of the CSRF grant, the balance was received in

the 2022/23 year 53 &(7’
# Contribution to the Ottawa Science Fair ofganization (A
! Funds Transferred were $1.390.05.00 interest from 3 GIC's , $318.48 from iShares, $52.06 from Desjardins Dividends and 51579 frpm

Money Markst Interest
* The final book account balance compared 1o the bank account balance at August 31 2021,is lower by $0.25, The reason is likely a
misallocation of electronic funds. b B B w 'Z,U'llf

| 18 | Ottawa Horticultural Society | Yearbook 2025



OHS CASH DONOR REPORT 2023-2024

o Amy Wing

« Anne Johnston
« Barbara Sibbald
« Cindy Lyon

« Cynthia Sutcliffe
« D..Smith

o Drew Maclnnis
o Far-rukh Ahmed
« Gillian Boyd

« Gintare Persaud
« Gloria Sola

o Gregg Alexander
e Inge Dam

« lan Pringle

Iris Wang

Janet Wolfe

Jane Odell

Jean Kenny
Judith Shedden
Katherine Saunders
Margaret Cheney
Maria Nicoll
Martha Musgrove
Marsa Galea
Maureen Coulas
Maureen Mark
Michel Le Blanc
Nancy McDonald

Nicole Sonier-Hoe
Olivia Jones

Pat Michel
Rebecca Last-Guenette
Rebecca Webb
Robert Shepherd
Robert Smith
Sarah Franklin
Sharon McCue
Sheila Burvill
Shelagh Possmayer
Susan O'Reilly
Tuula Talvila

OHS AUCTIONS, PLANT SALES, REGISTERED CHARITY OVERVIEW

In addition to member contributions, OHS plant sales and auctions play a vital role in funding
our activities. By setting aside extra plants, annuals, or dividing perennials, you directly
support our mission. Plus, volunteering at our plant sales is a fantastic way to connect with

fellow green enthusiasts! Thank you everyone who volunteered.

Nicole Sonier-Hoe | Olivia Jones | Pat Michel | Rebecca Last-Guenette | Rebecca Webb |
Robert Shepherd | Robert Smith | Sarah Franklin | Sharon McCue | Sheila Burvill | Shelagh

Possmayer | Susan O’Reilly | Tuula Talvila.

OHS GREEN POWER: WE ARE A REGISTERED CHARITY

The Ottawa Horticultural Society is a registered, charitable, non-profit organization, and issues
tax receipts. All cash gifts to the Society, such as donations, prizes, in memoriam bequests or
trusts, or additions to any of its current trust funds, are greatly appreciated. Donations help

fund our community projects and presentations.

OHS charity registration number: #13232 9335 RR 0001.

$
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OHS DONATIONS TO THE COMMUNITY REPORT 2023-2024

OHS DONATIONS TO THE COMMUNITY OVERVIEW

This year the OHS has tried to increase its civic program by identifying and supporting
horticultural organisations with interesting and worthwhile activities that improve the well-
being and quality of life of our local community. Donations totalling $2250 were provided to
the following organisations:

A donation of $300 was made to the Canadian Organic Growers to support the
production of a classroom film about Three Sisters Gardens, grown by many North
American Indigenous peoples. (pp 40-41).

A donation of $300 was made to Debra Dynes Family House, which provides multi-service
assistance to low-income and new Canadians. Specifically, the OHS supported the
construction of a Children’s Garden and a series of gardening workshops for children.

(p42).

A donation of $350 to the Ottawa Regional Science Fair as well as two prizes of $150 to
students submitting the best horticultural science projects. (pp 29-30).

A donation of $400 to the Glebe Centre for the purchase of a garden trug to be used in
their garden area by their clients with dementia. (p 42).

A donation to Forét Capitale Forest of $600 for the acquisition of well-built potting
benches to be used to grow native plant seedlings to green the capital. (p 42).

COG $300

Debra Dynes Family House $300

Ottawa Regional Science Fair S650

The Glebe Centre $400

Forét Capitale Forest S600

Total $2250
®

| 20 |
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OHS SPEAKER SERIES PROGRAM 2024

Convenor: Rebecca Last, rebguenette@gmail.com

OVERVIEW

2024 was another successful year, graced with an array of incredible speakers. Here is an
overview of the remarkable individuals who shared their expertise throughout the year.

January: As director of the Organic Agriculture Centre of Canada, Dr. Andrew Hammermeister
was ideally positioned to provide us with an overview of new research that was likely to be of
interest to home gardeners.

In February: Dr. Eliza Greenman, dubbed the Indiana Jones of fruit tree hunting, discussed her
unique perspective on historical fruit and nut trees. Her passion for rare varieties,

unconventional pruning methods, and understanding of tree heart-rot shone through in her
presentation.

As Spring was meekly pushing through, our March presentation
featured our very own Ottawa native, Sundaura Alford-Purvis.
Sundaura provided tips on designing a garden with native plants.

April: Master Gardener Lee Boltwood’s
presentation was an informative
“Pruning 101” session. Lee
Mmhsp;akgr demonstrated the basics of good

Phato Lourtesy of Sundaura Alford-Purvis pruning practices, covering tools,
sanitation, and techniques for shaping

and felling mature trees. Lee has been a member of Master
Gardeners of Ottawa-Carleton since 1986 and has over fifty years of

) ) ) April Speaker
gardening experience. Fun fact: In 2022, then-mayor Jim Watson Phota from: https://unsplash.com

dedicated a new park in Stittsville as Lee Boltwood Park in her

honour. (Note: May’s speaker
program was paused for the popular OHS plant sale and auction).

June: As our gardens came into the full flush of loveliness, we
welcomed the mother-daughter team of Nancy Jordan and Katrina
Blackburn from Ganden Gardens Flower Farm & Floral Studio.

7

R e e Nancy discussed growing ornamental flowers, while Katrina
treated us to a brief demonstration of flower arranging and
discussed edible flowers. They believe in sustainable growing and
farm & floral Studio design practices to provide their community with bountiful fields
of local flowers. Nancy, the primary grower and head of the field,

works hand in hand with Katrina, who leads sales, marketing, and floral design and production.

June Speaker
Photo Lourtesy of Ganden Gardens Flower

...over/
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OHS SPEAKER SERIES PROGRAM 2024 (CONT'D)

Convenor: Rebecca Last, rebguenette@gmail.com

OVERVIEW (Cont’d)

September: Chloe Hurst discussed her story of “dark mode” gardening,
based on her enchanting and charming goth garden in Carleton Place.
Interestingly, goth gardens became one of the top gardening trends in
2024. She shared her use of “dark” plants and flowers to add a touch
of goth to any garden, showcasing them in a photo gallery provided

during the meeting. It was a hauntingly beautiful presentation. September Speaker
Phota: Lourtesy of Lhloe Hurst

Paul Zammit, professor of Horticulture at

Niagara College and a graduate of the University of Guelph, brought
his trademark energy, passion, and deep knowledge to the OHS with
a presentation in October. He discussed maximizing the impact of
small garden spaces by providing tips, tricks, and design concepts to
help make the most of your garden space. His ideas could be applied
whether you were scaling back an existing mature garden or starting
new gardening adventures in a small townhouse or condo balcony.

October Speaker
Phata: Courtesy of Paul Zammit

In November, Dr. Keith Seifert gave a talk about the hidden
kingdom of fungi. With over forty years of global research,
Dr. Seifert explained the intricate connections between fungi and
all life on Earth, focusing on their impact on gardens and food and
explaining how these remarkable microbes are vital to plants and

PS8
November Speaker
Phota: Lourtesy of Or. Kieth Seifert

benefiting from endophytes and mycorrhizae.

Detailed information about the 2025 talks and speakers’ bios can be found on the OHS website
by following this link: OHS 2025 Speaker Series Program.
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OHS SPEAKER SERIES PROGRAM 2025

Co-Convenors: Joanne Lacroix, photojojo007@gmail.com | Claire Leduc, claireleduc79@gmail.com

2025 OVERVIEW

The new OHS Speaker Series (2025) convenors, Claire Leduc and Joanne Lacroix, have put
together a line-up that they hope will bring you inspiration and new information to make your
gardening journey enjoyable. Here is a brief overview of the line-up for 2025. Detailed
information is available on the OHS Events page.

Who says January cannot be used productively to plan our next garden edits?
Lana Doss, “The Fine Gardener,” will present design and biodiversity
considerations for your outdoor space.

In February, Jonathan Bruderlein (aka: Farmer Joe), owner of .
_ ‘ “Ottawa Farm Fresh,” will talk about how he applies |
Phata: science to grow crops of delicious organic vegetables
Lourtesy of Lana Doss }
from March to December without heated greenhouses.

. . . Photo: Lourtesy of
And yes, he accomplishes this here in Ottawal! Jonathan Bruderlein

For our first 2025 in-person meeting, in March we will visit

the “New York High Line Gardens” with Mary Crawford, Master Gardener.
Mary will share some inspirational photos of the High Line and behind-the-
scenes information about the construction and development of these very

Phota: Lourtesy of
Mary Lrawford unusual and beautiful gardens.

For a change of pace, in April we will learn about the art of photography and
get some valuable tips on flower photography with award-winning
photographer, designer, and teacher, Janice Street. Come and learn what
goes on behind the scenes when a photographer selects certain elements of Phota: Courtesy of
nature and light to turn the image into an outstanding art form. Janice Strozt

In June, Nancy McDonald, Master Gardener, will treat us

to a friendly presentation entitled “Bugs: Friends or Foes?” that will shed
new light on these important small creatures that visit and sometimes
nibble on our plants.

Photo: Lourtesy of /-/ém:y .
Melonald As we return from the busy gardening summer months,

in September Mary Reid, Master Gardener, owner of “The
Green Thumb Garden Centre,” and occasional guest on
the CBC weekly noon Garden Show, will share her wisdom and lessons Mary Reid
learned during her busy and long career in the horticulture industry. Her
unique sense of humour will be sure to entertain you.

Photo: Lourtesy of

...over/
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OHS SPEAKER SERIES PROGRAM 2025 (CONT'D)

Co-Convenors: Joanne Lacroix, photojojo007@gmail.com | Claire Leduc, claireleduc79@gmail.com

2025 OVERVIEW (Cont’d)

In October, we will enjoy an online presentation by Sean lJames,
Horticulturist, Master Gardener, and owner of Sean James Consulting. His
focus will be on Fusion® Gardening, which blends LID (rainwater handling)
with xeriscape (drought-tolerant gardening). This style of gardening
embraces the many elements that gardeners appreciate: a respect for
biodiversity, beauty, and natural resources.

Lourtesy of Sean James

The 2025 Speaker Program Series will finish off in November with an in-person
presentation entitled Native Bees in Our Backyards by Dr. Jessica Forrest,
Associate Professor, University of Ottawa Biology Department. Dr. Forrest will
share the results of her extensive research on native bees and provide
insightful information about the diversity of bees that often go unnoticed in

urban settings and what we can do to support them. Phots: Courtesy of
Dr. Jessica Forrest

Supplementary Information:

e \We are very excited and eagerly anticipating the new “Speaker Series 2025” program. It's
been a pleasure working on this project, and we hope you enjoy our 2025 program
speaker lineup. Feel free to prepare questions, as all speakers are happy to answer them.

e As areminder, online presentations start at 7:00 pm and end at 8:30 pm. Be sure to view
live at OHS’s YouTube channel.

e In-person presentations start at 7:00 pm, and the guest speaker presentation will start at
7:30 pm and run to 9:00 pm. No worries, if you cannot make it in-person on a given night,
presentations are recorded live and again, can be viewed at the OHS’s YouTube channel.

e In early 2025 the speaker series developed a new look and feel. Please visit the OHS
website to view the full speaker series program.

o, Ll LI
Yearn and Grow with Us™
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OHS 2024 SUMMER GARDEN POP-UP TOURS REPORT

Organizing Committee: Cindy Lyon, clyon9395@gmail.com | Julianne Labreche juliannelabreche@gmail.com |
Tuula Talvila, tuula@ncf.ca| Maria Nicoll, mtnicoll55@gmail.com

SUMMER GARDEN POP-UP TOURS

Planning for the OHS summer garden pop-up tours usually starts with a friendly
get-together of its organizers over cake and tea. It is always fun to brainstorm
gardens to visit, simply because there are so many interesting gardens around
Ottawa. This summer was no different. We had an eclectic mix of gardens,
appealing to members with many different gardening styles.

At the end of the tour season, organizers agreed that these tours were a lot of fun. Turnout was
usually decent, despite a few bad weather days. Over cake and tea, as seems to be our
tradition, we agreed that we’d be pleased to help out again next year. We're grateful to those who
opened up their gardens to the OHS, and thank our hosts for their enthusiasm and
willingness to let strangers share their outside spaces. The following is a summary of what our OHS
members experienced this past summer.

FORMAL GARDENS

Who better than OHS board member Tina Liu to take us on
a tour of Rideau Gardens. Tina is the senior landscape
designer at the National Capital Commission (NCC) and she
has a wealth of plant knowledge. Despite the heavy
showers before and after this early June tour, members
managed to enjoy Tina’s guided walk through these
historic gardens, which are on the grounds of the official = _
residence of the Governor General. One highlight was the :

beautiful rose garden. Many thanks to Tina for sharing her Left: Tina Liu, OHS Member and Tour Guide; Right:
8 ) y 8 Rideau Hall Rose Gardens | Photo Lredit: Julianne
Sunday afternoon with us. labreche

NATIVE PLANT GARDENS

Last year, our planned tour of a small urban garden created by Sundaura Alford-Purvis, an expert in
propagating and growing native plants, needed
to be cancelled because of wasps. This year,
the wasps were gone and the tour went ahead
as planned. Sundaura runs a small-scale native
plant nursery. Her focus is on native and edible
gardens.

. e 3 = A popular speaker on the subject, Sundaura
Both Photos: OHS Members exploring Sundaura Alford-Purvis's back
shared not only her garden but her deep
arden | Photo Lredit: Lindy Lyon
| | it knowledge of native plants that are critical to
biodiversity in the region.

...over/
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OHS 2024 SUMMER GARDEN POP-UP TOURS REPORT (CONT’D)

Organizing Committee: Cindy Lyon, clyon9395@gmail.com | Julianne Labreche juliannelabreche@gmail.com |
Tuula Talvila, tuula@ncf.ca| Maria Nicoll, mtnicoll55@gmail.com

NATIVE PLANT GARDENS (Cont’d)

Later in the summer, another native plant expert, Kristina Rudnitski, shared her
own native plant garden with members. Kristina resides in the Alta Vista area and
so her focus was on native
plants that do well in
residential parts of the city. With over 150
species of native plants, there was an
abundance of plants to enjoy that day. Kristina
is well-known to many members because of
Left and Middle: DHS Members at Kristina's front gardens. Right: Host, her work with the Ottawa Wildflower Seed

Kristina Rudnitski | Photo Lredit: Lindy Lyon Library, volunteers who collect, save and share

native seeds.

FOOD GARDENS

Rob Brandon, a current OHS Board member and our Treasurer, and his wife Laura have had a plot
at the Kilborn Allotment Garden for over twenty-five years. The plot was a birthday gift from his
children.

For the past few summers, his interest has pivoted from vegetable growing to growing soft fruits,
such as strawberries, black currents, gooseberries and raspberries.

With so much experience as a gardener, Rob’s skills and knowledge were appreciated, especially
among younger gardeners who turned out that day hoping to learn more about edibles.

Thank you, Rob and Laura, for letting members pick and sample the bounty of the berries you have
grown.

o

Rob Brandon (left) and Photos 1 & 3: Gooseberries. Photo 2: Delphiniums |

Penny, OHS Member (right) Phota Lredit: Maria Nicoll
Photo Credit: Maria Nicoll

...over/
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OHS 2024 SUMMER GARDEN POP-UP TOURS REPORT (CONT’D)

Organizing Committee: Cindy Lyon, clyon9395@gmail.com | Julianne Labreche juliannelabreche@gmail.com |
Tuula Talvila, tuula@ncf.ca| Maria Nicoll, mtnicoll55@gmail.com

HOME GARDENS

Jean Carr and his wife, Suzanne, were gracious and generous garden hosts when
OHS members visited their gardens in late June. Despite bad weather, Suzanne was

" -] happy to lead us on a garden
1 l\ | tour that included water
X features, lush vegetation and interesting
stories from her gardening past on the
property. Jean is known to many through his
work on the Gardening Calendar, which

Gardens of Jean and Suzanne Carr , Summer 2024 R prOVideS timely news on garden talks in the

Left: Panorama. Centre: Koi Pond. Right: Bird Houses | ’ ; T region and other gardening news.
Photo Lredit: Julianne Labreche A g

Later in July, members enjoyed a drive out into the country to see an extensive collection of
daylilies owned by Blaine Marchand and James Robertson. Both have served as past presidents and
are longstanding OHS members. Their many contributions are appreciated, including an invitation
to see their daylilies, which were dazzling.

Our final stop on our garden pop-up tours took place in late August at the home garden of
Rosalind Bennett. Rosalind graciously guided us through both her front and back flower
gardens, which are truly a feast for the eyes. Her collection of native perennials, shrubs, and
trees is remarkable. Over the past 12 years, Rosalind has continuously refreshed and expanded
both her front and back yard.

Rosalind’s Garden Blooms is a flourishing flower business in Ottawa.
Rosalind grows and sells her own flowers, taking full advantage of
the local gardening season and beyond. She dedicates her back shed
to drying and dyeing work, while the side car port serves as a
charming vending and display area.

Evident in the photos below, Rosalind possesses immense talent in
cultivating fresh bouquets and drying flowers. Her dried flowers are
transformed into beautiful bouquets, posy bouquets, artwork, and
much more.

A collection of goods. Top Left: Rosalind Bennett

holding dried flower bouguets; Top Right: Dried

flower bouguet. Bottom Left: Drying basket for
flowers. Bottom Right: Plant-dyed ribbons. |

Left: 0HS members touring front and back gardens of Rosalind Bennett. hotas: Maria Nicall

Middle: Back garden perennials. Right: dried bouquets | Photos: Tuula Talvila

...over/
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OHS 2024 SUMMER GARDEN POP-UP TOURS REPORT (CONT’D)

Organizing Committee: Cindy Lyon, clyon9395@gmail.com | Julianne Labreche juliannelabreche@gmail.com |
Tuula Talvila, tuula@ncf.ca| Maria Nicoll, mtnicoll55@gmail.com

FOREST GARDENS

“Based in Ottawa, Ontario, Forét Capitale Forest is a registered charity with a
mission to mitigate the effects of climate change by facilitating the planting of
forests and raising awareness of the importance of trees and biodiversity.

We engage the local community to plant trees, link ecosystems, and steward
resilient urban forests through private and public landowner collaboration.”

Source: Forét Capitale Forest

A mid-August walk at Forét Capitale Forest (FCF) served as a useful teaching tool for OHS members
who attended this tour. Participants saw planted alternatives to turf grass, visited a food forest and
learned more about the Miyawaki Tiny Forest demonstration plots. The OHS is grateful that a
native tree nursery is being established there to help green the region.

A donation from the OHS, approved by the OHS Board, was effectively utilized by FCF to purchase
new potting benches, as shown in the picture below.

Photo I: Apples in food forest. Photo 2: Covered structure. Photo 3: FOF tour leaders Shelley Crabtree and Colleen Richardson with
(HS-donated potting benches. Photo 4: FCF tour leader, Shelley Crabtree (background); OHS member John Waddington and apple tree
(foreground) in food forest. Photo 5: FCF Administration building. Photo B: FCF tour leaders Shelley and Colleen (right); OHS
members (left). Photo 7: Closeup of hazelnut bush. Photo 8: FCF tour at early-stage mini-forest with OHS members. |
Phatos 3 and 8- courtesy of Tuula Talvila ; Remaining Photos: Maria Meoll

\® orét
apitale
Forest
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OTTAWA REGIONAL SCIENCE FAIR | EXPO SCIENCES REGIONALE d’OTTAWA 2024

Convenor and Judge: Anne Johnston, a.johnston.photo@gmail.com | Co-Judges: Lyse Morriset,
lysemorisset@sympatico.ca | Claude Brun del Re, claudebdr@live.ca

2024 OHS Special Award Winners OTTAWA

&3 REGIONAL
The 2024 Science Fair / Expo-sciences Special Awards judging took place on -

Saturday April 6" at Carleton University.

The Fair is a volunteer-run organization whose primary objective is to encourage interest and
learning in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). It is part of a national

network of regional Fairs selecting candidates for the Canada-wide competition.

The main competition is divided into eight major subject areas, covering junior, intermediate,
and senior age categories. Most entries judged by the Society fell under the Environment and
Climate Change class. While twenty-five projects were chosen for evaluation by OHS judges,

only nineteen were selected, as the remaining entries did not meet the Society’s criteria.

The OHS is a major, Bronze-level supporter of the Fair and annually donates $350 for the
organization of this science competition as well as Junior and Intermediate/Senior awards, each

worth $150 for top projects relevant to the horticultural realm.

OHS 2024 Junior (Gr 7-8)

The OHS 2024 Junior award was won by Jet
Kearns and Millie Nolan who are in grade 7 at
Elmwood School. Their project entitled

“Sprouting in Space” was quite clever.

They changed the environmental conditions of
germinating seeds. Jet and Millie decreased the

gravity acting on the seedlings, placed the seeds

upside down, lowered the temperature and

reduced the amount of light exposure the seeds

. o Junior Category: GR B-7
and seedlings were receiving. Both were very Winners: Jet Kearns (/z#)and Millie Nolan (rig#8), from Elmwond
School | Phots Lredit: Anne Joknstan

animated, had answers to all our questions and

were clearly excited about their project.

...over/
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OTTAWA REGIONAL SCIENCE FAIR | EXPO SCIENCES REGIONALE d’OTTAWA 2024 (CONT'D)

Convenor and Judge: Anne Johnston, a.johnston.photo@gmail.com | Co-Judges: Lyse Morriset,
lysemorisset@sympatico.ca | Claude Brun del Re, claudebdr@live.ca

OTTAWA
OHS 2024 Intermediate/Senior (Gr 9-12) scinct
The OHS 2024 Intermediate/Senior (Gr 9 to 12)
award was won by Pablo Pantieras and William
House from le Collége catholique Franco-Ouest.
Both students are in grade 9 and were in the

Intermediate class.

Their project “Comment est-ce que les cendres
affectent la croissance des haricots?” (translates
to “How does ash affect bean growth?”).

Intermediate Category: GR 3-12
Winners: Pablo Pantieras (right) and William House (/e/), from le Collége
catholique Franco-Ouest. | Photo Lredit: Anne Johnston

With the hundreds of wildfires that affected
Canada in 2023, Pablo and William were

interested in evaluating ash as a growth substrate. They compared standard soil and soils with

varying amounts of ash to see how beans would grow. Both showed great interest in their

project. It is a topic that merits further research.

Our members were able to meet the winners and become acquainted with their projects at the

April 23" meeting of the OHS at the Tom Brown arena.

A big congratulations to Jet, Millie, Pablo and William. The OHS offered the families of the

winners an OHS family membership for the year.

Your OHS Judges for 2024
Lyse Morisset Anne Johnston Claude Brun del Re
(Biochemical engineering) (Molecular genetics) (Geography/environment)

As active OHS members we bring a wealth of research experience, are bilingual,
and have strong teaching backgrounds. We also connect well with young students.

$
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OHS AUCTION & PLANT SALES OVERVIEW 2024

Convenor: Maureen Mark, mmark@rogers.com | Committee Members: Blaine Marchand | Jeff Blackadar | Other
Resources: over 30 volunteers and over 20 plant donors

OHS AUCTIONS & PLANT SALE 2024

The May 21st event made a great return to the Tom Brown Arena, kicking off with an auction at
7 pm and plant sale starting at 8:15 pm. Auctioneers Rebecca Last and Jennifer Mix skillfully
encouraged bidders to part with $857 for 19 lots of plants.

Despite a lower number of plants available for sale and fewer buyers, likely due to storm
warnings, the event was a success. The total proceeds amounted to $1546.33, with expenses
primarily consisting of printing costs.

IN-PERSON AUCTIONS—OVERVIEW

NO .OF NO .OF HIGHEST AMT
EARNINGS BIDDERS WINNING NO: t(F)TPsLANT AVG BID HIGHEST BID PAID BY ONE
REGISTERED BIDDERS PERSON
2024 $857 46 14 19 $45 $75 $72
2023 $571 25 12 25 $23 $45 $118
*2022,
2021, 2020 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
2019 $1010 52 19 27 $37 $85 $185
2018 $1290 66 17 29 $44 $75 $175

Overall, the event was a success, with strongly positive feedback. The above chart illustrates the
activities over the years. [Note: in-person* auctions were not held in 2020, 2021 and, 2022*.
Online auctions and sales were held in those years].

We are excited to announce that Rebecca Last-Guenette will be stepping into the role of
convenor for this position in 2025. While Maureen Mark will be stepping down from her
position as convenor, we are thrilled that she will continue to lend her expertise and support to
the auction in various capacities.

We also want to extend our heartfelt thanks to Blaine Marchand for his invaluable
contributions as he steps down from the committee.

In a wonderful turn of events, Tina Liu graciously agreed to join the committee, bringing fresh
perspectives and energy to our team.

The 2025 team will be guided by a newly developed Operations Manual and insightful
recommendations from the post-mortem meeting of the 2024 event. We look forward to an
exciting year ahead!

...over/
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OHS ACTIVITIES REPORTS 2024

Coordinator: Tuula Talvila, tuula@ncf.ca

OHS SEED SWAP

A seed swap was once again held at the March and April meetings
in 2024. This is always a popular activity and a good selection of

seeds brought by attendees generated lots of interest. Anyone is

welcome to take home seeds without having donated any. Image created by: Tuula Talvia

Coordinator: Rob Brandon, rob@Iaurabrandon.ca

FRIENDS OF THE FARM (FoF) MOTHERS DAY SALE 2024

This year, there was concern regarding the outbreak of jumping worms, which had been reported
in Ottawa. The spread of this pest was believed to be through plant sales. Despite concerns, the
OHS Board decided to proceed with some safeguards. Members were asked to pot up plants using

new potting soil, and a bale of potting mix was made available at three member locations.

The pricing of the donated plants took place at Rob Brandon’s garden, though the house parking
space was used instead of the garden out of an abundance of caution.
Isabelle Geraets-Rose coordinated the plant pricing on the Saturday before
the sale with volunteers Sheila Burvill, Sylvia Spasoff, Sarah Shapiro, and
Julianne Labreche. Gloria Sola agreed to coordinate the day of the sale, with
two shifts of volunteers helping to sell the plants.

The volunteers on the sales team included Kristin Kendall, Robin Gifford,

FfMotar's Dy Plnt Sl Chris Stetsko, Rebecca Last, Sheila Burvill, Sylvia Spasoff, Kate Fiander, and
Phata: Credit: Rob Brandon D.J Smlth

The number of plants contributed by members was down compared to
previous years, perhaps due to concern about jumping worms. However, using the elevated prices
at commercial plant nurseries as a pricing guide, the sale realized $1233, which is in line with

previous years.

Special thanks to the volunteer sales teams and also to those members who

supplied high-quality plants with good labeling, which made pricing easy.

ol i R

FoF Mother’s Day Plant Sale
Photo Lredit Rob Brandon

...over/
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OHS ACTIVITIES REPORTS 2024 (CONT'D)

Coordinator: Tuula Talvila, tuula@ncf.ca | Volunteers: Rob Brandon | Julianne Labreche | Min Ku | Sharon
McCue | Maureen Coulas| Pamela Barber | Sheila Burvill | Sylvia Spasoff | Sirsa Saket

OHS FALL PLANT SALE

We held our annual fall plant sale, in conjunction with the Old Ottawa South Porch Sale, on
Saturday, September 7th. It was a very rainy, cold day but our dedicated group of fantastic
volunteers came out and made the sale a success despite the challenges of weather and
consequent low attendance (there were of course some intrepid plant shoppers who weren’t
going to be stopped by cold rain!). It was great to have both experienced volunteers and new
faces alike. We had fewer plant donations than usual but still enough to make the sale tables

look enticing.

Thank you to all the volunteers and especially Rob Brandon for housing the plants at his place
prior to the sale, transporting supplies to and from
the storage locker, bringing plants from his house,
and looking after the cash box all day. Thank you to
everyone who donated plants to the sale and to
Alain Decelles for purchasing all the leftover plants.
In total, the sale brought in $614, a lower total
than most previous years thanks to the terrible

weather.

OHS Valunteers at the fall plant sale, Penny and Tuula
Fhota Credit Rob Brandon

THANKS A BUNCH!
A big shout out to thank our wonderful OHS plant auction volunteers:

Rob Brandon | Sheila Burvill | Ellen Derry | Ann Frederking | Robin Gifford | Adair Heuchan |
Anne Johnston | Denise Kennedy |Kristin Kendall | Julianne Labreche | Rebecca Last | Claire
Leduc | Cindy Lyon | Blaine Marchand | Maureen Mark | Nancy McDonald | Jennifer Mix |
Maria Nicoll | Heather Reith | Jane Sargent | Gloria Sola | Tuula Talvila | Dorothy Tol | John
Waddington | Barb Walker | Barry Wilson | Ron Woods | Pauline Yelle.

...over/
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OHS COMMUNICATIONS REPORTS 2024

Convenor: Tuula Talvila, tuula@ncf.ca| Committee Member: Elizabeth Moore

PUBLICITY
Publicity for OHS events and activities continues to be primarily online. This includes Facebook,
online event calendars by GardeningCalendar.ca (we have a paid membership for event

coordinators) and the Ontario Horticultural Association, and occasionally in an email newsletter
from the local chapter of Canadian Organic Growers.

For the May Plant Auction and Sale, print posters were put up in the neighbourhoods
surrounding Tom Brown Arena where the auction was held.

In October, for our presentation by the very popular speaker Paul Zammit, we contacted CBC
Radio One’s afternoon show, “In Town and Out,” and asked if they would be interested in
mentioning his talk, as Paul is the host of the phone-in radio show on CBC’s Ontario Today.
They went one step further and had Paul in for a live interview in the afternoon on the day of
his OHS presentation.

Convenor: Tuula Talvila, tuula@ncf.ca

OHS SOCIAL MEDIA: FACEBOOK

Our following on Facebook continues to grow, with 563 followers as of the end of October (up
from 426 at the same time last year). Postings of our events and other news are shared with
other Ottawa-area Facebook groups such as Gardeners of Ottawa, Master Gardeners of Ottawa
-Carleton, The Ottawa Valley Rock Garden Society (OVRGS), and Edible Ottawa Gardens.
Information about membership with a link to the website for joining is shared periodically,

especially at the start of the membership year.

The banner on the Facebook page for 2024 was Janet Sullivan’s photo, “Wildflower Vista,” the

winner of the People’s Choice Award from the 2023 photo competition.

For 2025, the banner image will feature Cristina Crochetiere’s photo, “Spruce Starting to
Bloom,” which won the People's Choice Award in the 2024 photo competition. The award was
announced at the Ontario Horticultural Society's (OHS) Annual General Meeting (AGM) in
December 2024. (See p 57).

...over/
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OHS COMMUNICATIONS REPORTS 2024

Webmasters: John Waddington, johnnchar@bell.net | Maria Nicoll, mtnicoll55@gmail.com

OHS WEBSITE

2024 was a bustling year for us at the OHS. The OHS website remains a crucial hub for our
members, keeping everyone connected and updated on OHS activities.

In 2023, interim technical updates, including plugins, were handled by website administrator and
member, Jeff Blackadar. Moving forward, webmasters John and Maria continued the maintenance
and optimization to ensure the website ran efficiently.

Previously, OHS site backups and updates were mostly managed by our external contractor (and
member), Caroline Koehler. Thanks to an automated feature, John Waddington now closely
monitors this process to ensure data integrity or backup install if required.

In 2024, we added a new plugin (Ninja Forms) to WordPress to facilitate submissions for the Great
Pollinator Garden Awards and future competitions if need be. Despite being new to both users and
webmasters, it fulfilled its purpose effectively.

Maintaining timely and up-to-date information has been a priority throughout 2024. This effort has
significantly raised awareness and provided a valuable reference point for members and the public.

%

Administrator/Editor: Janet Sullivan, ohsgrapevine2 @gmail.com

OHS GRAPEVINE

Since 2022, Janet Sullivan has been providing OHS members with an informative and vital
communications tool.

The OHS Grapevine emails continue to be sent every second Wednesday, from September to June.
Special emails are sent when the ‘The Dibbler,” the OHS newsletter is ready, with the link to the
document, and with information such as the AGM documents in advance of that meeting.
Reminders are also sent before the OHS monthly meetings as a courtesy, and for
other events hosted by the OHS.

In addition, information and reminders were sent throughout the summer for the popular
garden tours.

In all, from August 2023 to September 2024, there were forty mailings.

Grapevine remains a valuable way to keep members in touch with Society news and event
information. If you have any comments or questions, please feel free to email Janet at

ohsgrapevine2 @gmail.com.

...over/
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OHS COMMUNICATIONS REPORTS 2024 (CONT’D)

Editor: Tuula Talvila, tuula@ncf.ca | Committee: Kat Bauer | Lori Gandy | Anne Price| D.J. Smith

OHS NEWSLETTER 2024

At the end of 2023, Jamie Robertson stepped down as Newsletter Editor and Tuula Talvila took
on the role. Kat Bauer (Kat B Design Studio) continued to provide the creative and eye-catching
layout. Lori Gandy and Tuula continued to do the proof-reading, while being joined by

D.J. Smith. Anne Price also joined the team, providing early screening of the submitted articles.

Starting in 2024, publication was reduced to two issues per year, in spring and fall, to lessen
the workload for the volunteer team. It continues as an online publication only available as a
PDF. At the beginning of 2024, a call was put out for suggestions for a new name for the
Newsletter, to better reflect its format as a magazine, not a bearer of news. The new name,
The Dibbler, was revealed in 2024. We chose The Dibbler because of its direct reference to an
age-old seed-planting tool and also because of its connotation of ‘dabbling,” just as the

newsletter dabbles in a wide variety of gardening topics.

The two issues of 2024 brought a total of 15 articles to OHS members. Twelve different
members contributed these articles, with a few members authoring more than one. Two
articles were written by non-members. Each issue featured a diverse array of gardening and
horticultural subjects, from the practical to the historical to the personal. Thanks to Kat B
Design Studio, the articles are beautifully laid out with an abundance of photographs mostly
submitted by the authors. Regular columns include the Directors Corner, in which we hear
from a member of the OHS Board of Directors. Additionally, the Ottawa Public Library
continued to provide a list of new materials in their collections that would be relevant and of

interest to OHS members. The OHS Newsletter can be found on the members page at this link.

AWARD WINNING NEWSLETTER—"THE DIBBLER”

W Special Note:
"'Jmaawgm:?s“ Kudos to “The Dibbler” team of Tuula Talvila and Kat

c'__‘o"_“’q‘f"_"_‘?'d Bauer. Their dedicated work resulted in an award-
winning publication at the Ontario Horticultural
Association’s convention (publication category). Well

done on receiving the Judge’s Choice Award for 2024!
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OHS COMMUNICATIONS REPORTS 2024 (CONT’D)

Editor: Tuula Talvila, tuula@ncf.ca | Committee: Kat Bauer | Lori Gandy | Anne Price| D.J. Smith

OHS NEWSLETTER 2024 (Cont’d)

Members receive timely notifications via Grapevine emails when new issues are available.
Initially exclusive to members, the newsletters eventually transition to the public domain after
a designated period. In 2022, the newsletter team put together a “Newsletter and Style Guide
for Contributors,” which is available on the OHS website for anyone thinking of submitting a

piece of writing.

Readership has always been a concern and question for the newsletter team. While we do
sometimes receive feedback from members who are enjoying the newsletter, readership has
typically been a bit of a mystery. We are pleased, however, to be able to report on one
measure of readership for the Fall 2024 issue: 146 people clicked on the initial link in Grapevine
to access the issue. Thank you to everyone who reads
The Dibbler! It makes our efforts feel worthwhile and

provides our authors with an appreciative audience.

The newsletter finds its digital home on the OHS

website, accessible to members and eventually to the

public.

Contributors (Always) Wanted!

We rely on your valuable contributions to make each issue captivating. Whether you’re an
experienced gardener or a budding enthusiast, consider sharing your insights. Your article
doesn’t need to be lengthy - 500 to 1000 words will suffice. Write about your gardening
experiences, explore a favourite plant, delve into a garden theme, or discuss community
planting projects. Have a unique technique or tool? Share it with fellow readers. And if you're

experimenting with something intriguing, we’d love to hear about it at tuula@ncf.ca.
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OHS AND THE ONTARIO HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION (OHA) 2024 CONVENTION & AGM

Special Report provided by: Joanne Lacroix, photojojo007 @gmail.com

SPECIAL REPORT: OHA CONVENTION, GUELPH 2024

The 116th Ontario Horticultural Association (OHA) Convention and Annual | s
General Meeting (AGM) took place in Guelph, Ontario, from July 12-14, 2024.
Hosted by District 7 (Wellington and Dufferin) and District 8 (Grey, Bruce, and
Huron Counties), this year’s event was held at the Delta Hotel Guelph
Conference Centre. The theme for this year's convention was “The Heartland

of Gardens Growing and Rivers Flowing.”

The event, attended by 248 members from across Ontario, was exceptionally well organized,
with a team of volunteers who were both welcoming and accommodating.

The convention had an excellent array of plenary sessions that included presentations such as
the Green Legacy Program (the largest replanting program in North America) as well as another
presentation about the Bruce Trail and the significance of the Niagara Escarpment. On the
closing day of the convention, the audience was treated to an inside view of the life of an
arborist and her lessons learned from the canopy. The convention banquet dinner was
highlighted by a presentation in celebration of the legacy of Anita Stewart and the Power of
Food Day Canada, delivered by her son, Chef and Sommelier, Jeffrey Stewart.

In addition to the plenary sessions, participants had many choices of seminars to attend. These
included dedicated seminars on subjects such as growing hydrangeas, hostas, nuts, lavender and
cultivating honey. Informative sessions were also available on butterfly projects, the importance
of horticultural archives, creating environments suitable to “your” space, honey bee research,
tree trust programs, the elements of judging shows, garden myths, youth and gardening,
horticultural efforts and working with municipalities. These seminars offered excellent nuggets
of information and were most intriguing, certainly making it a challenge to choose which one to
attend.

The Guelph region was the perfect backdrop for a series of thematic bus tours to various
gardens and locations in the region. The four tours offered included: The Green Legacy Tree
Nursery and Aspen Grove Gardens; the University of Guelph’s Trial Gardens and Arboretum; the
Guelph Floral Clock and Enabling Gardens and the Woodlawn Cemetery; and a Historical Blooms
tour of various sites in Guelph.

...over/
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OHS AND THE ONTARIO HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION (OHA) 2024 CONVENTION & AGM
(CONT’D)

Special Report provided by: Joanne Lacroix, photojojo007 @gmail.com

Special Report: OHA Convention, Guelph 2024 (Cont’d)
Each of these tours offered their own special character and participants had oo
plenty of opportunity to stroll around and enjoy the beautiful surroundings and
acquire new knowledge about the area from on-site experts.

Various competitions were held throughout the convention on six themes
including: creative writing, publications, youth, photography, arts and a flower
show.

It was thrilling to learn that the OHS won multiple awards in the publications competition. The
OHS’s Annual Yearbook received the Best in Show award in addition to securing First Place for
the cover page of the publication category. Additionally, the OHS Newsletter, “The Dibbler,”
earned the prestigious Judge’s Choice Award.

Overall the Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the OHA was also well attended and productive. Lively
discussions took place regarding past accomplishments, upcoming plans, priorities and new
resolutions. Nominations were considered and voting took place for members of OHA office.

In closing, it was a worthwhile and enjoyable event to attend. However, it is currently uncertain if
there will be an OHA convention in 2025. The Annual General Meeting of the OHA will take place
virtually, via WebEx, on July 19, 2025.

OHA Convention 2024:
Left: Vibrant Beauties, Guelph Garden | Right: First
Place Winner, Class 2, Art Competition (Mini Quilt)
Phata Lredit: Joanne Lacroix

Greenhouse Seedlings, Green Legacy Program, Guelph, Ontario.
| Bottom Left/Right: Entrance, Gardens at Guelph University, Water Feature,
Aspen Grove Gardens, Guelph, Ontario | Photo Lredit: : Joamne Lacroix
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OHS COMMUNITY OUTREACH 2024

Convenor: Julianne Labreche, juliannelabreche@gmail.com

CANADIAN ORGANIC GROWERS (COG)

Empowering Indigenous Voices: How Ottawa’s Horticultural Society
Fueled Growing Up Organic's Gardening - Workshop Video Project

In an era where sustainability and community engagement are more crucial than ever, Growing Up
Organic (GUO) is leading the charge with an initiative that highlights Indigenous gardening
practices. Funded in part by a generous $300 donation from the Ottawa Horticultural Society
(OHS), this project aims to create an informative and culturally rich video workshop focusing on
the traditional "Three Sisters" gardening technique. Collaborating with Ottawa's Assembly of Seven
Generations (A7G), GUO seeks to educate the public on Indigenous agricultural practices while
fostering a deeper appreciation for these time-honoured agricultural methods.

GUO is an Ottawa-based garden educational program for children and youth, delivered by
not-for-profit and registered charity Canadian Organic Growers (COG). GUO addresses crucial food
literacy and environmental education gaps within the school system. By providing hands-on,
garden-based workshops integrated with the curriculum, GUO is teaching children and youth
valuable skills in growing food, instilling a deeper understanding of environmental issues, and
empowering healthier food choices.

The Three Sisters refers to the trio of crops - corn, beans, and squash - that have been cultivated
together for centuries by various Indigenous communities across North America. This method not
only promotes biodiversity but also exemplifies a harmonious relationship between plants and the
environment. Corn provides a natural pole for beans to climb, beans enrich the soil with nitrogen,
and squash spreads along the ground, blocking sunlight to prevent weeds. This symbiotic
relationship showcases the wisdom embedded in Indigenous agricultural practices, making it a
perfect subject for the workshop video.

The $300 funding has supported various aspects of the video production, including filming
equipment costs, and participant stipends. With these resources, GUO can ensure that the video is
not only visually appealing but also rich in content and educational value. The project will be
shared on GUQO’s website and aims to reach a wide audience, providing insights into Indigenous
gardening methods that can inspire sustainable practices in schools, homes and communities.

The collaboration with the A7G is pivotal for this project. A7G is a non-profit organization, known
for its commitment to youth empowerment, community development, and cultural resurgence. By
partnering with them, GUO ensures that the workshop video is grounded in authentic Indigenous
perspectives and teachings. Community members and experts will be featured, sharing their
knowledge and experiences related to the Three Sisters and their significance in Indigenous
culture.

...over/
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OHS COMMUNITY OUTREACH 2024 (CONT’D)

CANADIAN ORGANIC GROWERS (COG) (Cont’d)

The video is set to be completed by the end of December, and it promises to be a valuable
resource for both educational institutions and community organizations. With the current push for
a more inclusive curriculum that honours Indigenous knowledge, this workshop will serve as a
practical guide for teachers and students alike. It will highlight not only the agricultural techniques
but also the cultural narratives that accompany these practices, thereby enriching the viewer's

understanding of Indigenous history and traditions.

Moreover, the timing of this project is
especially relevant in today's context, where
food security and sustainable practices are at
the forefront of global discussions. By
showcasing Indigenous gardening techniques,
GUO is contributing to a broader movement
advocating for environmentally sustainable _
agriculture. The Three Sisters method serves Seed Planting | Photos courtesy of- Nathalie Orummond

as a model for how traditional knowledge can
inform modern practices, helping to address
pressing issues like climate change and food
deserts.

As the project progresses toward its completion, the excitement within the community is tangible.
The collaboration between GUO and Ottawa's A7G, fueled by the OHS donation, marks a
significant step towards preserving and promoting Indigenous agricultural practices. The upcoming
Three Sisters gardening workshop video promises to be an enlightening experience for all,
emphasizing the importance of tradition, sustainability, and community engagement while
showcasing how Indigenous knowledge can inspire a more sustainable future.

Nathalie Drummond
Program Manager
Growing Up Organic

Canadian Or;génic Growers
Cultivons Biologique Canada

...over/
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OHS COMMUNITY OUTREACH 2024 (CONT’D)

THE GLEBE CENTRE

‘?’%‘ OHS contributed S400 to The Glebe
Ao Centre, a not-for-profit long-term

care home. The contribution was
used to buy a raised garden bed for seniors with
dementia, a practical addition to their garden
space.

Photos Courtesy of Bridget Maclnnis, Loaordinator of
Valunteer Services, The Glebe Lentre

DEBRA DYNES FAMILY HOUSE

Another donation made by OHS was in
the amount of $300 to the Debra Dynes
Family House, a charity in Ottawa’s west-
end, to aid low-income and immigrant families. The
funds supported their children's gardens, including a
; *Y Rainbow Garden and Pizza Garden, where children
Photos Courtesy of Barbara Carrol] Executive Director, learn to grow healthy food as well as enjoy outdoor

Debra Dynes family House activities. A social worker noted that many of these
children later pursue higher education at local
universities and colleges.

Debra Dynes
family house ¥

FORET CAPITALE FOREST

The OHS Board, deeply concerned about climate
change and carbon sequestration, donated $600 to
Forét Capitale Forest (FCF), a charity dedicated to
planting trees in the nation's capital.

The funds were used to purchase a new potting benches for
planting baby trees. The FCF was also featured in one of OHS’s
summer pop-up garden tours.

FCF tour leaders Shelley Crabtree and
Colleen Richardson with OHS-donated
potting benches.

Phata Lredit: Tuula Talvila
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OHS COLLABORATION 2024

Coordinators: Julianne Labreche, juliannelabreche@gmail.com | Kathleen Fischer, kfischer888 @outlook.com |

Jean Carr jcarr@jardincanadensisgarden.ca

OHS AND THE CANADENSIS NATIVE TREE NURSERY PROJECT

New to the Ontario Horticultural Society (OHS) this year, we announced our collaboration with
Canadensis and the Ottawa Field Naturalists' Club on the “Canadensis Native Tree Nursery Project.”
This initiative, open to both OHS members and the public, has been
enthusiastically embraced by our members and the community.

Project Overview: The project involves planting, overwintering, and
nurturing native tree seeds. Once these seeds germinate and develop
into young trees, they will be transferred to a native tree nursery
established at Canadensis, near Dow’s Lake. This nursery is funded by
the City of Ottawa, underscoring the city's commitment to enhancing
regional biodiversity.

Historical Context and Expansion: Originally developed in 2022, the
Canadensis Native Tree Nursery Project was initiated at the Central
Experimental Farm with the collaboration of the Ottawa Field
Naturalists” Club and financial backing from the City of Ottawa. The
primary goal was to foster biodiversity by growing a variety of native
tree species. Due to its success, a proposal was made earlier in 2024 to expand the nursery and
increase the number of rare native tree and shrub species cultivated there. This expansion received
robust support from the City of Ottawa, reflecting the growing recognition of the project’s ecological
value.

Community Involvement: In 2024, the OHS joined forces with Canadensis and the Ottawa Field
Naturalists” Club, bringing our members’ passion and expertise to the project. We are proud to say that
OHS members have actively begun planting native tree seeds in pots to overwinter in their gardens.
These young trees will then be transplanted to the expanded Native Tree Nursery at Canadensis when
it is ready in Spring 2025.

Goals and Future Impact: The long-term goal of this initiative is to improve biodiversity in the region by
cultivating a diverse range of native trees and shrubs. This project not only contributes to
environmental sustainability but also engages the community in meaningful conservation efforts.

Get Involved: For those interested in participating or learning more about how to grow native tree
seeds, please reach out to our project coordinators: Kathleen Fischer at kfischer888@outlook.com; or
Jean Carr at jcarr@jardincanadensisgarden.ca.

Step-by-Step Instructions: A comprehensive planting instruction document was
created by Kathleen and is available to all for viewing and printing at the following
link: OHS & Canadensis Native Tree Nursery Project 2024.
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THE GREAT POLLINATOR GARDEN AWARDS (GPGA)

Convenor: Julianne Labreche, juliannelabreche@gmail.com | Judges: Sandy Garland,

sgarland@teksavvy.com | Berit Erikson, cornerpollinatorgarden@gmail.com ol ®
POLLINATOR
THE GREAT POLLINATOR GARDEN AWARDS (GPGA) Fgﬁggh"
The Ontario Horticultural Society (OHS) proudly launched its inaugural OHS Great Pollinator — &
Garden Awards (GPGA) contest this year. Inspired by the crucial role of Ontario’s native @WHhs
pollinators, the OHS aimed to celebrate those who created their own pollinator gardens. ) E{” *
Participants competed for bragging rights and a distinguished plaque to showcase their winning :’\ n—:"-";-_

The awards were given to Ottawa gardeners who designed pollinator gardens focused on attracting beneficial
pollinators. While native plants were critical to the design, non-native plants were also incorporated into the
space. Design components required both host and nectar plants for pollinators.

GPGA Categories and Criteria

Categories: Criteria:
o Category 1: A beautiful and biodiverse front yard garden; o Design (balance, originality, plant arrangement);
e Category 2: A beautiful and biodiverse back yard garden; |e Condition and maintenance (free of disease, good garden
e Category 3: Boulevard and streetscape plantings on city practices); and
property; and e Habitat for pollinators (variety of plants, including natives).

o Category 4: Use of balcony or patio garden.

CATEGORY 1 - FRONT YARD
Overall Winner: Nina and Craig Foster MclLaren

Judges’ comments: “Featured a lovely mix of structural woody species and herbaceous native plants that provide
shelter and food for pollinators and birds from spring to fall. Grass paths that weave through the colourful island
beds allow for pollinator observations and help the yard look well-maintained to passersby.”

‘;:'rj}‘ =

POLLINATOR
FRIENDLY .
GARDEN

WINMER

wHS
o P

PR
[ B A
Category 2 - BACKYARD

Winner: Tuula Talvila

Phatos Coortesy af Nina and Lraig Foster

Judges’” comments: “This attractive informal design proves that you can pack many species of native pollinator
plants into a small space without compromising esthetics. The flagstone paths, seating, rustic twig edging, and
bird baths provide focal points and draw the eye through the garden.”

Photas calirtesy of Toula Jalvila
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THE GREAT POLLINATOR GARDEN AWARDS (GPGA) (CONT’D)

Convenor: Julianne Labreche, juliannelabreche@gmail.com | Judges: Sandy Garland, sgarland@teksavvy.com |
Berit Erikson, cornerpollinatorgarden@gmail.com

Category 2 - BACKYARD
Honourable Mention: Adair Heuchan

Judge’s comments: “Planting in rows of gradually increasing height, neatly divided by stone paths, creates order
and structure in this naturalistic pollinator island bed.”

CATEGORY 3 - BOULEVARD/STREETSCAPE
Winner: Christine Edmonds

Judges’ comments: “This is a show-stopping original, naturalistic design with repeated groupings of native plants,
pleasing combinations of flowers and textures, and Little Bluestem grasses dotted throughout to tie the garden
together. This garden includes lots of native flowers providing nectar and pollen throughout the growing seasons,
as well as host plants for butterflies and moths.”

F/mtﬂ.s"z.'ﬂurtyﬂ‘ﬂf-'_ £ <l 3
Lhristine Edmands “\ =" .5

CATEGORY 4 - POTS
Winner: Catherine Disley

Judges’ comments: “We liked that the native plants in this pot covered two blooming seasons — spring and
summer.”

Fitrs mu'/"[ﬁsy Letherine
Uisley and Amanda Larrigan;s;
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OHS PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 2024

Convenor: Larry Chamney, chamneylg@gmail.com

OHS PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION REPORT

The theme of the 2024 competition was “The Cinematic Garden.” Movies and flowers have much in
common...romance, symbolism, endless variety, “plots,” star power, and, of course, photogenic and
emotive beauty. This year, gardeners were challenged to showcase the beauty and storytelling of
gardens within seven classes: (1) Story of Flowers; (2) The Secret Garden; (3) Fried Green Tomatoes;
(4) Dreams of Giverny; (5) The Pollinators; (6) Howards End; and (7) Dare to be Wild. A total of 99
images were submitted by 12 gardener-photographers. (Full details and competition rules can be
found on pp 53-54).

The external judge was, once again, Mark Dalpé. Mark is an avid and accomplished photographer
and a qualified independent judge. He evaluated the entries for first, second, and third rankings in
each class, as well as selecting the overall ‘Best in Competition” image that, in his view, showed
exemplary artistic and technical quality. He received an honorarium of $75 for his efforts.

The People’s Choice voting by members was, once again, done online using Google Formes.
Members enjoyed having more time to view and reflect on the images, and it also allowed those
who were unable to attend the AGM the opportunity to vote on their favourite images. Ballots from
24 members were tabulated for first, second, and third place for the images in each class, as well as
for an overall “Best in Competition” winner.

The winning images were revealed at the 2024 AGM via a PowerPoint presentation and were
posted on the OHS website. The judge’s choices, as well as the People’s Choice voting results, were
shared with all participants via email.

The first-place winner of each class, as selected by both the judge and the OHS members, was
awarded an unframed print of the winning image.

The winner of the Judge’s Best in Competition award was Larry Chamney for his aesthetic image
‘China Rose’ submitted in Class 1 (see photo). Larry’s photo is featured on the cover of the 2025
OHS Yearbook.

The People’s Choice award was won by Cristina Crochetiere for her beautiful image of a ‘Spruce
Starting to Bloom’ submitted in Class 1 (see photo). Cristina’s photograph is featured on the OHS
Facebook site.

Larry and Cristina were each awarded a $25 prize and an 8” x 10” framed photo of their winning
images.

Congratulations to Larry, Cristina, and all the class winners. A special thanks to all participants for
sharing their garden images with OHS members, and to all the members who voted for their
favourite images!

...over/
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OHS 2024 PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION WINNERS

Convenor: Larry Chamney, chamneylg@gmail.com

2024 JUDGE’S BEST IN COMPETITION AWARD:
Larry Chamney

Larry Chamney, Class 1 - ‘China Rose’

Judge’s Comments:
“As noted in the comments on this image in its category, this

photo stood out as a well-composed image and exemplified a
high technical proficiency and artistic effort”.

...over/
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OHS 2024 PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION WINNERS

Convenor: Larry Chamney, chamneylg@gmail.com

2024 PEOPLE’S BEST IN COMPETITION AWARD:
Cristina Crochetiere

Cristina Crochetiere, Class 1: ‘Spruce Starting to Blodh:i :

...over/
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OHS 2024 PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION WINNERS

Convenor: Larry Chamney, chamneylg@gmail.com

2024 JUDGE’S BEST IN COMPETITION HONORABLE MENTION:
Aroop Ghosh

1 '\‘v‘. '

b -
Aroop Ghosh, Class 5 ‘Hummingbird at Fletcher G'{eren’

Judge’s Comments:

“This image was very close to being number one overall this year
but lacks just enough technical merit - graininess, likely from
heavy cropping and exposure adjustments, and some parts are
too overexposed — such that | could not give it the overall win but
it is still a very pleasing image to look at.”

...over/
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OHS 2024 PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION WINNERS - CLASSES

Convenor: Larry Chamney, chamneylg@gmail.com

CLASS 1 - BEAUTY OF A FLOWER

Challenge: Macro, close-up or full image of your favourite and most interesting flower or plant.
Photographer’s artistic depiction of the beauty of a flower.

Cinematic Theme: “Story of Flowers,” (2017)

Location: Open

Entries: 23

Judge’s comments: “The winner here stood out as the best composed image and exemplified a
high technical proficiency and artistic effort, well done.”

2024 JUDGE'’S BEST IN COMPETITION AWARDS - CLASS 1

Left: 1st Place, Larry Chamney, ‘China Rose.” Centre: 2nd Place, Tuula Talvila,” Borage in Morning Light’. Right: 3rd Place, Larry
Chamney, ‘Tea Rose.”

2024 PEOPLE’S BEST IN COMPETITION AWARDS - CLASS 1

Left: 1st Place, Cristina Crochetiere, ‘Spruce Starting to Bloom.” Centre: 2nd Place, Larry Chamney, ‘Tea Rose.” Right: 3rd Place,
Janet Kelly, ‘Lotus Flower at MBG.’

...over/

| 50 | Ottawa Horticultural Society | Yearbook 2025



mailto:chamneylg@gmail.com

OHS 2024 PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION WINNERS - CLASSES

Convenor: Larry Chamney, chamneylg@gmail.com

CLASS 2 - GARDEN SITTING AREA

Challenge: Photo of a garden bench, patio, stone or other sitting area within the surrounds of a
garden, and which depicts a serene and restful place to sit and reflect on the beauty of a
garden.

Cinematic Theme: “The Secret Garden,” (1993)

Location: Open

Entries: 11

Judge’s Comments: “This [winning] image invokes a feeling of a serene place to sit, with a well-
balanced composition of light, shade and colour tones.”

2024 JUDGE’S BEST IN COMPETITION AWARDS - CLASS 2

Left: 1st Place, Aroop Ghosh, ‘Bench at the Experimental Farm.” Centre: 2nd Place, Julianne Labreche, ‘Resting Place.” Right: 3rd
Place, Larry Chamney, ‘Contemplation.”

2024 PEOPLE’S BEST IN COMPETITION AWARDS - CLASS 2

Left: 1st Place, Joanne Lacroix, ‘Quiet Garden.’ Centre: 2nd Place, Julianne Labreche, ‘Resting Place.” Right: 3rd Place, Janet Kelly,

‘Winter at Home.’

...over/
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OHS 2024 PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION WINNERS - CLASSES

Convenor: Larry Chamney, chamneylg@gmail.com

CLASS 3 - GARDEN HARVEST

Challenge: Wet our appetites with images of your best edible garden harvest (fruits, vegetables,
edible flowers). Can be an in-ground single item or collection, a garden bed, or an artfully posed
harvested display.

Cinematic Theme: “Fried Green Tomatoes,” (1991)

Location: National Capital Region

Entries: 8

Judge’s comments: “Some thought clearly went into creating a pleasing composition for the
winning entry which stood out from the rest in this category. The diagonal background, splash
of water etc. The exposure could have been better but was still better then the other entries
presented in the category .”

2024 JUDGE’S BEST IN COMPETITION AWARDS - CLASS 3

Left: 1st Place, Joanne Lacroix, ‘Five Tomatoes.” Centre: 2nd Place, Tuula Talvila, ‘Homegrown Wine Cap Mushrooms.’
Right: 3rd Place, Tuula Talvila, ‘Sweet Potato Harvest.’

2024 PEOPLE’S BEST IN COMPETITION AWARDS - CLASS 3

Left: 1st Place, Tuula Talvila, ‘Homegrown Wine Cap Mushrooms.’ Centre: 2nd Place, Tuula Talvila, ‘Sweet Potato Harvest.”
Right: 3rd Place, Cristina Crochetiere, ‘Cherry Tomatoes.’

...over/
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OHS PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION WINNERS - CLASSES

Convenor: Larry Chamney, chamneylg@gmail.com

CLASS 4 - WATER FEATURE

Requirement: Photo of a water feature (natural or fabricated) in the garden or in nature, in
which a horticultural element is highlighted.

Cinematic Theme: “Dreams of Giverny,” (2017)
Location: Open

Entries: 11

Judge’s comments: No comments provided.

2024 JUDGE’S CHOICE AWARDS - CLASS 4

Left: 1st Place, Joanne Lacroix, ‘Botanical Garden.” Centre: 2nd Place, Larry Chamney, ‘A Place to Reflect.” Right: 3rd Place,
Joanne Lacroix, ‘Water Oasis.”

2024 PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARDS - CLASS 4

Left: 1st Place, Aroop Ghosh, ‘Wild Lotus at Mud Lake.” Centre: 2nd Place, Gale Labelle, ‘Sunset with Thistles.” Right: 3rd Place,
Julianne Labreche, ‘Hiking in Ireland.’

...over/
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OHS PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION WINNERS - CLASSES

Convenor: Larry Chamney, chamneylg@gmail.com

CLASS 5 - POLLINATORS, INSECTS AND BIRDS

Challenge: Images of pollinators, insects, spiders or birds in the garden. Remember the
horticultural element.

Cinematic Theme: “The Pollinators,” (2020)

Location: National Capital Area

Entries: 18

Judge’s comments: “The winning entry for this category has a very strong composition but the
quality of the image itself does have some flaws. | like this image a lot and despite its flaws it
still stands out as the best in category.”

2024 JUDGE’S BEST IN COMPETITION AWARDS - CLASS 5

Left: 1st Place, Aroop Ghosh, ‘Hummingbird at Fletcher Garden.” Centre: 2nd Place, Aroop Ghosh, ‘Monarch Butterfly at
Experimental Farm.’ Right: 3rd Place, Larry Chamney, ‘Take your Child to Work Day.’

2024 PEOPLE’S BEST IN COMPETITION AWARDS - CLASS 5

Left: 1st Place, Aroop Ghosh, ‘Hummingbird at Fletcher Garden.” Centre: 2nd Place, Aroop Ghosh, ‘Monarch Butterfly at
Experimental Farm. Right: 3rd Place, Larry Chamney, ‘Bee on Helianthus.’

...over/
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OHS PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION WINNERS - CLASSES

Convenor: Larry Chamney, chamneylg@gmail.com

CLASS 6 - VOLUPTUOUS VISTAS

Challenge: ‘Voluptuous vista” of a colourful mixed garden bed, cottage garden, or informal
grouping of flowers and shrubs.

Cinematic Theme: “Howard’s End,” (1992)

Location: Open

Entries: 15

Judge’s comments: “The top 3 images all displayed good colour and lighting, and the winner
had a more pleasing composition.”

2024 JUDGE’S BEST IN COMPETITION AWARDS - CLASS 6

Left: 1st Place, Larry Chamney, ‘A Stream Flows Through It.” Centre: 2nd Place, Aroop Ghosh, ‘Purple Tulip Bed at Tulip Festival.”
Right: 3rd Place, Tuula Talvila, ‘Bountiful Garden.’

2024 PEOPLE’S BEST IN COMPETITION AWARDS - CLASS 6

Left: 1st Place, Larry Chamney, ‘A Stream Flows Through It.” Centre: 2nd Place, Larry Chamney, ‘Allium and Rose’. Right: 3rd
Place, Joanne Lacroix, ‘Colourful and Casual Mixed Garden.’

...over/
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OHS PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION WINNERS - CLASSES

Convenor: Larry Chamney, chamneylg@gmail.com

CLASS 7 - NATIVE PLANTS AND WILDFLOWERS

Challenge: Photo of native plant(s) or wildflowers in a garden or in fields.

Cinematic Theme: “Dare to be Wild,” (2015)

Location: National Capital Area

Entries: 11

Judge’s comments: “The winning entry here had a decent composition. Though not perfect, it
was more pleasing than the other entries. The exposure is not correct so that hurts it as well.
That being said, it is the best in category and if the exposure were fixed (it is underexposed
between 1/2-3/4 stops) it would have been in the top 5 overall in the competition.”

2024 JUDGE’S BEST IN COMPETITION AWARDS - CLASS 7

Left: 1st Place, Larry Chamney, ‘Black Cohosh.” Centre: 2nd Place, Cristina Crochetiere, ‘Common Yarrow.’ Right: 3rd Place, Barb
Walker, ‘Blue False Indigo.’

2024 PEOPLE’S BEST IN COMPETITION AWARDS - CLASS 7

Left: 1st Place, Julianne Labreche, ‘Geum trifloral.” Centre: 2nd Place, Barb Walker, ‘Blue False Indigo.” Right: 3rd Place, Tuula
Talvila, ‘Bottle Gentian.’
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OHS HOLLY & IVY SOCIAL

Planning Committee: Julianne Labreche, juliannelabreche@gmail.com | Tuula Talvila, tuula@ncf.ca |
Cindy Lyons, clyon9395@gmail.com| Maria Nicoll, mtnicoll55@gmail.com

OHS HOLLY & IVY SOCIAL AND AGM

The annual holiday social event, held in conjunction with the OHS
Annual General Meeting (AGM), was a great success. Taking place on
Tuesday, December 10th, the AGM and social gathering was well
attended by over 40 members in person.

The evening was a triumph thanks to the efforts of all those who
' volunteered their time to help set up and tear down tables and chairs.

The ambiance was enhanced by fresh florals, tea lights, and fairy lights
provided by Julianne Labreche. Thanks to all who brought great food and desserts to share.
Additionally, the OHS is grateful to Lynn Armstrong and her daughters for their unwavering
dedication in managing the drinks and food table setup year after year.

A special holly and ivy shout-out goes to: Rob Brandon, Kathleen Fischer, Sandy Garland, Larry
Chamney, Julianne Labreche, Tuula Talvila, Cindy Lyon, Maria Nicoll and others for their support
that evening. A truly wonderful way to end the year. All the best for 2025 to all.

Zulianne Latneche | Jap Right: AU Velunteer & Pab Irandon. WBattam Left to Right: Jable centhepiece and
Prige centetpiece (bath prouided by 3. Labreche) | Sawowry & Sueet Jables | CU Phatos: VMaria Vical.
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OHS MEMBER DISCOUNTS AND SPONSORSHIP FOR 2025

Administrator: Cindy Rattle, gardenescape48@gmail.com

MEMBER DISCOUNTS FOR 2025

Thank you to the following garden vendors for offering a 10% or more discount on regularly
priced plants to our members. Please support them in turn by giving them your business. To
get the discount, present your OHS membership card before starting your purchases. The
2025 vendors are also listed on the back of the membership card. Please note, all discounts

are subject to change without notice.

Artistic Landscape Designs Ltd., 2079 Bank Place, Ottawa
7613-733-8221.

Beyond the House, 144 Craig Street, Russell 78613-445-5214.

; (The discount applies to live plants in the greenhouse and nursery area of garden centre only. Indoor
BEYOND the HOUSE houseplants are excluded).

s SEiE Budd Gardens Perennials, 2832 Innes Road, Ottawa
RBudd RARR5LS £13.830-4326,

Green Thumb Garden Centre, 17 Tristan Court, Ottawa
78613-228-0224.

Richard Inchley Ponds & Aquaria, 3964 Farmview Road, Kinburn
78613-852-2466.

RICHARD INCHLEY

Rideau Woodland Ramble, 7210 Burritts Rapids Road, Merrickville
7613-258-3797.

Whitehouse Whitehouse Perennials, 594 Rae Road, Almonte %8613-256-3406

Nirsery and
Dispoiay Hurlens

We are most grateful to Cindy Rattle who worked behind the scenes to ensure our members
continued to benefit from these discounts.

Looking ahead to 2025, we are poised to connect with various vendors for sponsorships to
feature as advertisements in the OHS Yearbook and possibly on our website. Please keep an eye
out.
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OHS MEMBERSHIP, LINKS, CONTACT AND LOCATION INFORMATION

OHS MEMBERSHIP

Membership fees are $15 for an individual and $20 for a family. The membership year runs from

September 1 to August 31. A new membership paid after June 1 will cover the following
membership year. The membership convenor is D.J.

Smith, who can be contacted at
opalgirimith@gmail.com or at OHS monthly meetings.

New memberships and renewal forms can be filled in online at ottawahort.org/membership
with immediate payment through PayPal.

LINKS

Current information on the OHS, as well as extensive resource material and links to other useful

websites, are all located on our website at ottawahort.org. We now have communications
engagement via social media, like Facebook and YouTube. Please follow us and spread the word!

On a regular basis, OHS members receive news and notices of upcoming meetings, events and
programs, and activities via “The Grapevine,” an e-mail service managed by Janet Sullivan. If you
have information which should be included, please send it directly to ohsgrapevine@gmail.com.

The Society publishes a biennial newsletter for its members. Tuula Talvila is the managing editor.
The online version can be found in the Members’ Section of the OHS website. “The Dibbler” is

packed with wonderful and unique gardening articles in addition to stunning photos, all contributed
by OHS members.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Mailing Address:
Ottawa Horticultural
Society
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Tom Brown Arena

Tom Brown Arena
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613-798-8885
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JOIN THE OHS TEAM OF VOLUNTEERS 2025 AND BEYOND

As you have read through the yearbook, you have seen that the OHS offers so many events, programs
and activities and that we are always in need of new volunteers as others step down.

We encourage you to join our team of dedicated volunteers and contribute your skills. Currently, the
OHS is looking to fill these job positions (also known as the ‘job jar’ from our Grapevine notices):

OHS
VOLUNTEER
POSTION

1

OHS
VOLUNTEER
POSTION

2

2025 SPRING PLANT SALE COORDINATOR

The spring plant sale, held every year on Mother’s Day as part of the Friends of the Farm
(FoF) sale on the grounds of the Central Experimental Farm (CEF), is a main source of
revenue for the OHS. Members contribute their plants, their time, and their talents. Please
consider stepping forward this year to coordinate this sale. We need someone to take a
leadership position in organizing it. Approximate volunteer time is ten hours, mainly on the
day of the event. You will have the support of our communications team, and so the primary
responsibility will be to support OHS volunteers on the day of the sale itself. To learn more,
contact: ohsgrapevine2 @gmail.com.

2025 OHS PLANT AUCTION AND SALE COORDINATOR

We have a coordinator for this spring plant auction, which is such a popular OHS event, but
we also need someone to help with the plant sale portion of the event. Responsibilities
include set-up, sales, and take-down. In the past, we have been fortunate to find volunteers
to help with the sale, but finding a ‘team captain’ is always more challenging. Approximately
six hours of volunteer assistance will be needed. Mentoring will be provided. This is an
excellent way to meet OHS members and give back to the society. Please reach out at:
ohsgrapevine2 @gmail.com.
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