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2024 Front cover photo: Echinacea Glow, Cynthia Sutcliīe. 
 

CongratulaƟons Cynthia!  
 

The stunning cover photo for the 2023 OHS Photography CompeƟƟon won 
the Photographic Stores Ltd. Trophy. (Class 2: Favourite or InteresƟng  
Flower).  

 

 

 

Note:  
Due to unforeseen circumstances, the 2023 OHS Yearbook was not published as planned. As a result, 
the winning photo could not grace the cover. However, we are delighted to reaĸrm that the recipient 
of the OHS Photograph CompeƟƟon Judge’s Award in 2022 (Class 2: Up Close and Personal) and 
the People’s Choice Award (Class 4: Natural Beauty) was none other than Cynthia Sutcliīe. 
 

In this ediƟon of the OHS Yearbook (2023-2024), we proudly showcase Cynthia’s capƟvaƟng photograph 
enƟtled ‘Hyacinth Botanica’, featured on pg 38.  
Once again, our hearƞelt congratulaƟons go out to Cynthia for her truly remarkable work. 

Follow us:  
 

Website:  hƩps://oƩawahort.org/ 

Email: info@oƩawahort.org 

 

https://millikengardencentre.ca/
https://ottawahort.org/
mailto:info@ottawahort.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=ottawa%20horticultural%20society
https://www.youtube.com/@ottawahorticulturalsociety4396


| 3 |  OƩawa HorƟcultural Society  | Yearbook 2023-2024 

 

DRAFT V2 

Julianne Labreche, juliannelabreche@gmail.com 

 

Gardeners Rock! 

If I’ve learned anything this year as your OƩawa HorƟcultural Society (OHS) President, it’s that OHS gar-
deners really rock! Having survived several dangerous and Įnancially diĸcult years of the pandemic, we 
have emerged resilient in 2023, ready to contribute our Ɵme and talents again to make this city a  
greener and healthier place to live. 

Of course, it’s certainly not the Įrst Ɵme that the OHS has been through some tough Ɵmes. Just three 
days aŌer becoming President, I was reminded that ours is one of the oldest and biggest garden clubs in 
the OƩawa area, one which predates ConfederaƟon. Founded in 1858, the OHS was created the same 
year that BriƟsh Columbia was created and the gold rush started. Our roots in OƩawa run deep, thanks 
to generaƟons of gardeners who, like you, have come together to engage in community projects,  
exchange knowledge, nurture the soil and grow healthy plants. 

As any gardener knows, an old, Ɵred garden needs restoraƟon. Near the end of the pandemic, in 2023, 
the OHS went through its own internal restoraƟon; about people, not plants. We started to regroup, 
reorganize and reach out to Įnd new volunteers. At the same Ɵme, there remains a solid core of dedi-
cated volunteers whose contribuƟons are simply immeasurable. Just as keystone plants support a plant 
community, this core of dedicated volunteers supports the OHS. Their collecƟve wisdom, insights and 
historical knowledge help to ensure that the OHS remains as relevant in our contemporary Ɵmes as it 
was a hundred years ago.  

OHS gardeners rock in many ways. First, there’s our new hybrid technology equipment, obtained in 
2023 thanks to a sizeable grant obtained through the federal government. We owe Rob Brandon, our 
OHS Treasurer, a big round of thanks for helping to obtain this grant. Once the grant applicaƟon was 
approved, he spent a big chunk of his summer researching, purchasing and organizing this new equip-
ment. A team of volunteers is being trained on how to use it. This past September, we launched a new 
season of program talks using this equipment. It enables us to hold both in-person talks and live stream 
them to members unable, for whatever reason, to aƩend our evening events. Members are reporƟng 
these streamed events are working well, with excellent audio quality and clear images. 

This grant also permiƩed us to upgrade our OHS website. Former webmaster and a past president Jayne 

Huntley was responsible for helping to create this site. By 2023, it needed some upgrades. In addiƟon to 

hiring a webmaster on a contract basis to improve both the look and content of the site, two new  

volunteers came onboard to assist us. We are so grateful to John Waddington and Maria Nicoll for  

their help. 

PRESIDENT’S SUMMARY 

mailto:juliannelabreche@gmail.com
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OHS gardeners also rocked by supporƟng OƩawa youth through the Regional Science Contest. A big 
thank you to Lyse MoriseƩe, Anne Johnston and Claude Brun del Re for judging the submissions. Our 
young winners joined us at our April meeƟng. It was a real pleasure to welcome them and learn more 
about their innovaƟve projects.  

Volunteer energy also was put into the Ontario HorƟcultural AssociaƟon’s convenƟon, called Rock Your 
Garden World, which was held this past summer at the lovely Brookstreet Hotel in Kanata. Organized by 
District 2 members, the OHS was involved in its planning. Much of the credit goes to Anne Harbord, who 
heads District 2, and her husband Roger. Many volunteers contributed hours of work to make this event 
a big success. Several OHS volunteers were involved, including Tina Liu, OHS Board member and Senior 
Landscape Architect for the NaƟonal Capital Commission. That weekend, Tina led a bus load of dele-
gates on a local garden tour to the Governor General’s residence. OHS member Kathy Lindsay was a 
compeƟƟon chair. I donated a silent aucƟon item of tea and cake in my back garden, and later enjoyed a 
pleasant aŌernoon with the silent aucƟon winner and her friends. 

In 2023, we also had some Garden Heroes. Rebecca Last, who sits on the OHS Board, received this 
award, as did our Treasurer, Rob Brandon. This naƟonal award, established by Gardens Canada, is set up 
to honour those gardeners who contribute by giving back to their community. 

Many thanks to Dr. Isabelle Geraets-Rose, a fellow Board member, who organized a lovely liƩle garden 
party this past summer to honour both Rebecca and Rob.  

We also iniƟated our OHS pop-up garden tours. These were intended to be more spontaneous than for-
mal garden tours. Many thanks, especially to those who hosted and opened their gardens to us. These 
events were well aƩended, and ranged from gardeners who planted for pollinators to those who 
stretched their zone to plant strange and unusual plant combinaƟons for this region.  

We owe a big thank you as well to those volunteers who contributed to our plant sales and aucƟon, 
those who transported plants and those who turned out to organize and sell them. Our sales were suc-
cessful this year. We couldn’t have done it without you. 

Having run the photography compeƟƟon for many years, Anne Johnston stepped down last year from 
this volunteer posiƟon. We are thrilled that Larry Chamney, a past winner of an OHS photography 
award, stepped forward to assist. He created this year’s compeƟƟon, called ‘The Music of Your Garden’, 
with its imaginaƟve Ɵtles such as ‘Raindrops Keep Fallin’ on My head’ and ‘Crazy LiƩle Thing Called 
Love’. I’m not sure if any of those musical themes included rock music, but we really enjoyed it! 

When it comes to program meeƟngs, of course, it is always diĸcult to Įnd subjects and speakers that 
appeal to everyone. Nevertheless, despite the challenges, Rebecca Last did an amazing job of  
organizing, single-handedly, our speakers in 2023. Personally, I enjoyed all the talks, which started with 
Heather Holm, a Canadian now living in the US and a biologist, pollinator conservaƟonist and award-

winning author. The advantage of modern-day technology, of course, is that we no longer need to rely 
just on local speakers. We can reach further aĮeld and bring top-notch, well-known speakers. That’s 
value added, of course, for OHS members. 

PRESIDENT’S SUMMARY (cont’d) 

mailto:juliannelabreche@gmail.com
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We were also lucky to be able to invite Lorraine Johnson – a well-known Canadian author and communi-
ty acƟvist– to come to OƩawa to speak to the OHS at an in-person meeƟng. This was funded, in part, 
through a $500 grant from Ritchie Feed and Seed Limited. We had the opportunity to meet Lorraine in 
person during our October program meeƟng. Rebecca introduced her, saying she is ‘a Rock Star in the 
Gardening World’. Her talk took gardening to a whole new level with its focus on naƟve plants. 

Of course, we rocked with some great volunteers who helped with our Facebook page, Grapevine and 
our quarterly newsleƩer. Honestly, we couldn’t do it without you. It is with regret that James Robertson 
has decided to step down, aŌer Įve years, from his important role coordinaƟng arƟcles for the news-
leƩer. Thank you, James. You and your team put together a Įne newsleƩer. It’s the pride of the OHS. 

Thanks to our past OHS president, Jeī Blackadar, we had the good fortune of reaching out to our new 
mayor, Mark Sutcliīe, who has agreed to be our Honorary President. Jeī also reached out to staī in the 
oĸce of our Governor General, and her Excellency the Right Honourable Mary Simon, C.C., C.M.M, 
C.O.M, C.D.  agreed to be our Patron. We are grateful and thankful for their support.  

I could conƟnue but I’ll close by reminding you of the value of the OHS. FiŌeen dollars doesn’t buy much 
these days – maybe a coīee and a muĸn. The OHS brings a lot of value added to that purchase of a 
membership. I thank all of you for your support. Not just your Įnancial support, but your support in 
Ɵme, energy and ideas. Let’s rock on, and conƟnue to celebrate the many beneĮts of gardening and cre-
aƟng a greener city in OƩawa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

֍ 

PRESIDENT’S  SUMMARY (cont’d) 
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I would like to acknowledge that for thousands of years, First NaƟons people have 

walked on this land. Their relaƟonship with the land is at the centre of their lives 

and spirituality. We are gathered on the tradiƟonal territory of the Algonquin  

Anishinaabe people and acknowledge their stewardship of this land throughout 

the ages. Like them, may we come to beƩer understand and honour that incredi-

ble web of life called biodiversity that exists between ourselves, animals, plants, 

soil, water and sky. 

Julianne Labreche, President, OHS 

FIRST NATIONS TERRITORY ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

֍ 
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OHS Mission:  
“To culƟvate an interest in plants and gardening in order  

to create a beauƟful community” 

 

Who We Are Today 

Welcome to the OƩawa HorƟcultural Society (OHS). We are made up of amateur gardeners who 
having been coming together for over 220 years to promote and encourage an interest in  
horƟculture. The OHS proudly organizes a speaker program, workshops, Ňower and plant shows 
and sales, garden tours, in addiƟon to the exchange of informaƟon among members and the  
general public. For 2022 (year ending August 31, 2022) the OHS had  a total of 337 members  
followed by 351 members in 2023 (year ending August 31, 2023).  

The society also sponsors a community planƟng program and a special award for front yard gardens 
as a contribuƟon to the beauƟĮcaƟon of OƩawa. There are many opportuniƟes to contribute as a 
volunteer. 

Our Roots 

The OHS has a long history daƟng back to the late 1800's. While there were garden socieƟes in the 
city before then, it wasn't unƟl the autumn of 1892 that a group of local plant enthusiasts met at 
City Hall to plan the launch of a HorƟcultural Society. The inaugural meeƟng was held on January 
17, 1893, with some 30 gentlemen present to listen to a lecture on the newest and best horƟcul-
tural techniques. More informaƟon on the history of the OHS is available on the society’s website.  

The OHS is incorporated under the Ontario Agricultural and HorƟcultural OrganizaƟons Act and 
belongs to District 2 of the Ontario HorƟcultural AssociaƟon (OHA).  

MeeƟngs and LocaƟons 

MeeƟngs are scheduled for the fourth Tuesday of each month from 7:30 to 9:00 pm, except in June, 
when it takes place on the second Tuesday. July and August - no meeƟngs. Finally, for December 
the date varies and will be announced. These gatherings have always been free, and we extend a 
warm invitaƟon to the public to join us. 

In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, meeƟngs in 2022 were conducted virtually via Zoom.  
However, as we stepped into early 2023 and embraced the spring of 2024, OHS members resumed 
in-person meeƟngs, also broadcast via YouTube. The ability to parƟcipate virtually has been a  
valuable addiƟon, allowing us to stay connected regardless of physical distance. 
Between 2022 and early 2024, our meeƟngs found a home at St. Mark’s Anglican Church, located 
at 1606 Fisher Avenue.  
StarƟng spring 2024 and thanks to a recent venue contract signed in late 2023, our in-person 
meeƟngs will take place once again at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview Road. Again, meeƟngs 
are free and we invite all to join us in-person or on YouTube. (Click here for map locaƟon). 

ABOUT THE OTTAWA HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY (OHS) 

֍ 



OƩawa HorƟcultural Society | Yearbook 2023-2024  | 10 | 

 

DRAFT V2 

Editor: Maria Nicoll mtnicoll55@gmail.com  

 

The OƩawa HorƟcultural Society’s (OHS) Yearbook serves a dual purpose: Įrstly, it chronicles 
the acƟviƟes of the past year and secondly, oīers members a glimpse into the upcoming year. 
The yearbook will also serve as a historical document and reference. 

Around January of every year, highlights of the past year and plans for the coming year are 
gathered, edited, revised and then published in a yearbook. It provides a convenient reference 
for show schedules and upcoming programs, and includes such informaƟon as a directory of 
the Society’s oĸcers and convenors. The yearbook will be distributed in PDF format (via email), 
in addiƟon to being available on the OHS website in the Members Only secƟon. Members can 
also request a hard copy to be mailed, if they so require.  

The online yearbook contains hyperlinks embedded in words or images, that once clicked, allow 
you to browse, open websites or create email messages. All adverƟsements, logos or crests in 
the yearbook operate in the same manner. Click on the image and it will take you directly to the 
website. 

As a point of clariĮcaƟon, the year typically featured on the cover page of the yearbook reŇects 
the events and memories of the previous year. However, this current ediƟon deviates slightly 
from the norm. It encompasses both the acƟviƟes of 2023 and 2024 (which correspond to 2022 
and 2023). Unfortunately, due to unforeseen circumstances, the 2023 OHS Yearbook was not 
published, although all relevant informaƟon and reports were available. We appreciate your 
paƟence if this yearbook appears lengthier than usual, as we have amalgamated two years’ 
worth of content. AddiƟonally, we’ve included exciƟng insights into the upcoming (current) 
year, 2024.  

We hope you’ll enjoy reminiscing about the former years and eagerly anƟcipate the events and 
acƟviƟes of the coming year.  

ABOUT THE OHS YEARBOOK 

֍ 
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RECOGNITION 

The OHS is indebted to its oĸcers, directors, convenors, and its many other members who give 
so generously of their Ɵme and ability to ensure that the Society conƟnues to be a useful and 
interesƟng component of OƩawa life. 

Businesses, organizaƟons, and individuals have contributed in diīerent ways to the work  
of the Society. The Society expresses its thanks for the assistance given by the following: the 
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food, and Rural Aīairs; the City of OƩawa; and Katari Imaging.  

The Society also acknowledges the conƟnuing support of those individuals and businesses that 
have donated special prizes and giŌ cerƟĮcates as indicated in the show schedules. 

Please see page 34 for a full list of the businesses that oīer discounts to OHS members.  

The OƩawa HorƟcultural Society (OHS) is fortunate to have a disƟnguished list of patrons, hon-
orary presidents, and life members.  
 

Patron:   

Our Governor General, and her Excellency the Right Honourable Mary Simon, C.C., 
C.M.M, C.O.M, C.D.. 
 

Honorary President:   
His Worship, the Mayor of OƩawa, Mark Sutcliīe.  
 

Honorary Life Members: 
Sheila Burvill, Mr. and Mrs. Russell Gomme, Marilyn Light, James Robertson, Cecile Sanders, 
Judy Shedden, DJ Smith, Ann and John Soar, Gloria Sola, Blaine Marchand and Jennifer Mix. 

PATRON, HONORARY PRESIDENT AND LIFE MEMBERS 

֍ 

Governor General | The Governor General of Canada (gg.ca)
Mark Sutcliffe - Mayor | City of Ottawa
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OHS MEMBERS AWARDS 2023 

OHS Member’s Appreciations Award 

 

CongratulaƟons, Janet Sullivan! Joining in June 2022 as a new member of 
the OƩawa HorƟcultural Society (OHS). She has seamlessly taken over 
from the deparƟng Jayne Huntley, who previously served as the editor and 
communicaƟons oĸcer for the OHS. Janet’s dedicaƟon and eĸciency have 
been remarkable. She has diligently produced and maintained the OHS 
Grapevine, managed incoming memberships, and oīered valuable  
suggesƟons. The OHS commends her for swiŌly adapƟng to her volunteer 
role and for her unwavering commitment to both the OHS all the while 
working full Ɵme and raising a family. 

Thank you, Janet, for your outstanding contribuƟons! 

OHS President’s Award 

Congratulations to Rebecca Webb on receiving the OHS 
President’s Award for 2023.   

Thank you Rebecca for your excellent work on the OHS 
plant sales.  

 

Janet Sullivan  
Photo Credit: Cindy Lyon 

OHS Honorary Life Memberships Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to James Robertson, Blaine Marchand and DJ Smith on receiving OHS Honorary Life 
Memberships for 2023. 

James Robertson (leŌ) | Julianne Labreche (centre) | Blaine Marchand (right) 
Photo Credit: Cindy Lyon 

DJ Smith  
Photo Credit: Cindy Lyon 

Rebecca Webb 

Photo Credit: Cindy Lyon ֍ 
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OHS OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2022-2025 

2023-2024 

President:  Julianne Labreche  
Vice President:  Rebecca Webb  

Secretary:  Cindy Lyon 

Treasurer:  Rob Brandon 

Past President:  Jeī Blackadar 

Board of Directors  

2022-2024:   
Isabelle Geraets-Rose 

Rebecca Last 

Maureen Mark 

D.J. Smith 

Linda Temple 

Board of Directors  
2023-2025:  

Rebecca Webb 

Tina Liu 

Janet Sullivan 

Diane Kilpatrick 

Linda Temple 

Honorary Life Directors:  
Sandy Parsons,  Pat Russell,  

Judy Shedden, John Soar, Linda Temple 

Financial Peer Reviewers:  
Jim Montgomery, Alain Decelles 

2022-2023 

President:  Jeī Blackadar  
Vice President:  Julianne Labreche  

Secretary:  Cindy Lyon 

Treasurer:  Rob Brandon 

Past President:  Jayne Huntley 

Board of Directors  

2022-2024:   
Kate Uīen 

Rebecca Webb 

Board of Directors  
2022-2023:  

Elaine Hoskins 

Isabelle Geraets-Rose 

Rebecca Last 

Johanne McGregor 

Katja Gillmore 

Honorary Life Directors:  
Sandy Parsons,  Pat Russell, Judy Shedden, 

 John Soar, Linda Temple 

Financial Peer Reviewers:  
Jim Montgomery, Alain Decelles 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

FOR OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS  2022-23 

 

Jeī Blackadar ............................... president@oƩawahort.org 

Rob Brandon ......................................... rob@laurabrandon.ca 

Isabelle Geraets-Rose .... dr.isabelle.geraets.rose@gmail.com 

Katja Gillmore ............................................. katya@rogers.com 

Elaine Hoskins ........................................... vehoski@gmail.com 

Jayne Huntley ............................ jaynehuntley421@gmail.com 

Rebecca Last ..................................... rebgueneƩe@gmail.com  

Julianne Labreche ..................... juliannelabreche@gmail.com 

Cindy Lyon ............................................ clyon9395@gmail.com 

Johanne McGregor .........................johanne.mcg@icloud.com 

Kate Uīen ............................................. kateuīen@gmail.com 

Rebecca Webb ........................... rebecca.lynne.w@gmail.com 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

FOR OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 2023-2024 

 

Jeī Blackadar .............................. president@oƩawahort.org 

Rob Brandon ....................................... rob@laurabrandon.ca 

Isabelle Geraets-Rose  . dr.isabelle.geraets.rose@gmail.com 

Elaine Hoskins ........................................ vehoski@gmail.com 

Diane Kilpatrick ...........................  baillie.dianne@gmail.com  
Rebecca Last ................................... rebgueneƩe@gmail.com 

Julianne Labreche  ................. juliannelabreche@gmail.com 

Tina Liu ................................................... Ɵna.liu@ncc-ccn.ca 

Cindy Lyon  ....................................... clyon9395@gmail.com 

Maureen Mark ..................................... mmark@rogers.com 

D.J. Smith ............................................... deej.smith@bell.net 
Linda Temple ...........................................................................  

Janet Sullivan ............................. ohsgrapevine2@gmail.com 

Rebecca Webb ....................... rebecca.lynne.w@gmail.com 

֍ 
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OHS COMMITTEES, CONVENORS AND CONTACTS 2023-2024 

Archives: Archivist:  ........................................................................................................................ Vacant  

Audio-Visual:  Rob Brandon  .................................................................................. rob@laurabrandon.ca 

Community PlanƟng: Convenor:  .................................................................................................... Vacant 

Facebook: Administrator: Tuula Talvila  ............................................................................... tuula@ncf.ca 

Finance:   Convenor: Gloria Sola.................................................... the.canadian.equadorian@gmail.com 

Garden Pop-Up Tours:  Convenor: 

  Cindy Lyon ......................................................................................................... clyon9395@gmail.com 

Grapevine: Janet Sullivan ............................................................................. oƩawahortweb@gmail.com 

Membership:  Convenor: DJ. Smith ...........................................................................deej.smith@bell.net 

NewsleƩer:  Editor: Tuula Talvila  ........................................................................................ tuula@ncf.ca 

NominaƟons: Convenor: Jeī Blackadar ...........................................................  jeĪlackadar@gmail.com 

OƩawa Regional Science Fair Awards: Convenors:   
   Lyse Morisset  ............................................................................................ lysemorisset@sympaƟco.ca 

   Anne Johnston ....................................................................................... a.johnston.photo@gmail.com 

   Claude Brun del Re ................................................................................................................................  

Photo CompeƟƟon: Convenor: Larry Chamney  ................................................... chamneylg@gmail.com 

Programme:  Convenor: Rebecca Last  .............................................................. rebgueneƩe@gmail.com 

Publicity: Convenor: Tuula Talvila ........................................................................................ tuula@ncf.ca 

Refreshments: Lynn Armstrong .......................................................................... lrmstrng@sympaƟco.ca 

NewsleƩer:  Editor: Tuula Talvila ......................................................................................... tuula@ncf.ca 

Shows:  Convenor:  ........................................................................................................................ Vacant  

Volunteer Coordinator:   Coordinator: ........................................................................................... Vacant 

Website:   Webmasters:  

  John Waddington  ................................................................................................... johnnchar@bell.net 

  Maria Nicoll........................................................................................................ mtnicoll55@gmail.com 

Yearbook:  Editor: Maria Nicoll  ........................................................................... mtnicoll55@gmail.com 

֍ 

mailto:rob@laurabrandon.ca
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 2023 

Lynn Armstrong  
Kathryn Bauer  
Jeī Blackadar 

Paul Boult  
Laura Brandon  
Rob Brandon 

Claude Brun del Re  
Dave Burroughs  
Sheila Burvill 
Dianne Caldbrick  
Larry Chamney  
Alain Decelles 

Ellen Derry  
KrisƟn Douglas  
Kim Ennis 

Berit Erickson  
Edythe Falconer  
Nina Foster-MacLaren 

 

Vesna Madjaric 

Blaine Marchand 

Maureen Mark 

Steve Marsh  
Sharon McCue  
Nancy McDonald 

Jennifer Mix  
Jim Montgomery  
Elizabeth Moore 

Lyse Morisset  
Maria Nicoll  
Cathy PoƩs 

Cindy RaƩle 

James Renaud 

Carole Reilly 

Phil Reilly 

Janet Riehm 

Jamie Robertson 

 

Jane Sargent  
DJ Smith 

Gloria Sola 

Sylvia Spasoī  
Janet Sullivan  
Tuula Talvila 

Dorothy Tol 
Kate Uīen  
John Waddington 

Robb Wainwright 

Barbara Walker  
Iris Waung 

Rebecca Webb 

Arden Wells  
Helene Williams 

Ron Woods 

Valerie Xavier 

(Member count: 71) 

 

Ann Frederking  
Lori Gandy  
Sandy Garland 

Isabelle Geraets-Rose  
Vivian Geraets-Rose  
Tyson GoŌon 

Roger Ives  
Anne Johnston 

Vera Jones 

KrisƟn Kendall  
Denise Kennedy  
Geoī Kennedy 

Julianne Labreche  
Rebecca Last  
Tina Liu 

Barbara Long  
Cindy Lyon 

Gillian Macdonnell 

OHS VOLUNTEERS 2022-2023 

The OHS would like to extend its deepest graƟtude to all volunteers for their unwavering dedicaƟon and 
hard work in 2022 and 2023. Your contribuƟons have been instrumental in making our society Ňourish.  

 2022 

Marjorie Allan 

Lynn Armstrong 

Jane Barton 

Kathryn (Kat) Bauer 

Rosalind BenneƩ 

Jeī Blackadar 

Graham Boocock 

Paul Boult 
Rob Brandon 

David Burroughs 

Sheila Burvill 
Sheila Carey 

Jean Carr 

Ryan Conrad 

Kathryn (Kate) Davis 

Alain Decelles 

Asia Dewar 

Carol Dixon 

 

Jane Lund 

Cindy Lyon 

Gillian Macdonnell 
Blaine Marchand 

Maureen Mark 

Jeanie Mark-Digiacomo 

Sharon McCue 

Nancy McDonald 

Johanne McGregor 

Ewan McRobbie 

Jennifer Mix 

Jim Montgomery 

Trish Murphy 

Kelly Noel 
Margot PaƩerson 

Josie Pazdzior 

Cathy Pearson 

 

Cindy RaƩle 

Jamie Robertson 

Pat Russell 
Margaret Scratch 

Sarah Shapiro 

DJ Smith 

Gloria Sola 

Sylvia Spasoī 

Carolyn SproƩ 

Tuula Talvila 

Dorothy Tol 
Velta Tomsons 

Robb Wainwright 

Deborah WaƩ 

Helene Williams 

Roberta Woods 

Robin Woods 

 

(Member count: 70) 

 

Ann Frederking 

Lori Gandy 

Sandra Garland 

Isabelle Geraets-Rose 

Katja Gillmore 

Marilyn Hahn 

Helen McGuire Hogan 

Elaine Hoskins 

Jayne Huntley 

Anne Johnston 

Eric Jones 

Janet Kelly 

KrisƟn Kendall 
Julianne Labreche 

Rebecca Last 
Nora Lee 

Lori Lensch-MarcoƩe 

Marilyn Light 

֍ 

֍ 



OƩawa HorƟcultural Society | Yearbook 2023-2024  | 16 | 

 

DRAFT V2 

OHS LONG SERVICE MEMBERS 2021-2023 

Every year, the OHS proudly lists the names of members who have achieved 10, 20, 30 and 40 year mile-
stones. 

The OHS extends its congratulaƟons to all members from 2021 and 2023 for their loyalty and, of course, 
for reaching these signiĮcant milestones. 

10 Years 

• Jann Atkinson 

• Sheila Carey 

• Janet Carkner 

• Ann De Mey 

• Sylvia Furman 

OHS LONG SERVICE MEMBERS 2022 

(as of August 31st, 2022) 

10 Years 

• Karen Kelly 

• Denise Kennedy 

• Karen Moore 

• Daniel Burgoyne 

• Robb Wainwright 
• HenrieƩe Watkins 

20 Years 

• Laurie Graham 

• Maryna Nowosielski 
 

30 Years 

• Iris  Waung 

 

10 Years 

• Lynne Deachman 

• Elizabeth Moore 

OHS LONG SERVICE MEMBERS 2023 

(as of August 31st, 2023) 

20 Years 

• Lise ChisleƩ 

• Gillian Huntley 

• Kathryn Lindsay 

• Elizabeth Vavasour 

30 Years 

• Marilyn Hahn 

• Jane Lund 

 

  Judy Shedden (46 yrs)  John Soar (43 yrs)  
 Marilyn Light (43 yrs)  Ann Soar (43 yrs) 

OHS 40+ YEAR MEMBERS 2022-2023 

֍ 

10 Years 

• Gayle Ashby 

• Jennifer Eastwood 

• Julianne Labreche 

• Susan Moore 

OHS LONG SERVICE MEMBERS 2021 

(as of August 31st, 2021) 

20 Years 

• Lynn Armstrong 

• Robert Brandon 

• Laura Brandon 

• Nancy Devonport 

10 Years 

• Tim Moore 

• Caroline SproƩ 

• Dennis SproƩ 

• Helene Williams 

20 Years 

• Karen McClure 

• Patricia Michel 
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2022 

Mary Birt 
Mary was a member of the Ottawa Horticultural Society for forty-four years until, in 2012, the 
difficulty of getting to meetings became too much for her. She was a lively, charming woman 
whose beautiful smile and welcoming manner were noted by many she met. She had a lovely 
garden and was especially well-known for the African violets she grew and shared with others. 

Dr. Michael MacConaill 
Dr. Michael MacConaill was a member of the OHS for some years but he is probably best known 
to the OHS as the husband of Marilyn Light, one of our most honoured members. They formed a 
fruitful partnership in many areas but notably when it came to orchids. He was also very active 
in environmental concerns. 

Cécile Sanders 

Cécile Sanders was a member of the OHS since the 1960’s and both she and husband Joe were 
honoured as Life Members. Cécile was the quiet half of the Sanders, so although she was always 
‘there’ and supportive, she was one of the behind-the-scenes workers for the most part. Latter-
ly, the Sanders spent their winters in Barbados, but came to the June meeting every year to take 
in the show and visit. 

Rosi Mikolajewski and Emilie Henkelman 

The OHS has had quite a few talented floral designers in its ranks through the years but certainly, 
in recent times, both Rosi Mikolajewski and Emilie Henkelman have stood out as outstanding 
practitioners of the art. So it was especially hard to hear the news that Rosi and Emilie both 
passed away in 2022. In addition to each being so successful in the decorative classes of the 
OHS shows, they were also sisters-in-law. With Rosi, we remember her bright smile and joyful 
surprise when her name was announced as a winner. Emilie impressed us all with her inventive 
floral designs and her quiet gentle manner. Both had been faithful attenders of OHS events and 
enthusiastic show competitors ever since they joined us in 2008. 

IN MEMORIAM 2022-2023 

2023 

No OHS in-memoriams were recorded for 2023. 

 

 

 

֍ 
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OHS FINANCIAL STATEMENT REPORT 2021-2022 
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OHS FINANCIAL STATEMENT REPORT 2022-2023 
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OHS CASH DONOR REPORT 2022-2023 

OHS Cash Donors for 2022 

Alice Alexander, Anita Landolt, Anne Alper, Anne Frederking, Anne Johnston, Barbara Sibbald,  
Beverly Chartrand, Blaine Marchand, Carrie Stewart, Cathy PoƩs, Claire Leduc, Connie Munro, 
Dianne Kilpatrick, Edythe Falconer, Ellyn Floyd, Hans Foerstel, HenrieƩa Watkins, Isabelle Geraets-

Rose, Jane Thomas-Odell, Judith Shedden, Karen Kelly, Karen Moore, KaƟe-Lee Perrin,  
Laura Henderson, Lisa PoƩer, Lise ChisleƩ, Margaret Scratch, Margot PaƩerson, Marilyn Gilmore, 
Marshall Perrin, Martha Musgrove, Maureen Mark, Nancy Bell, Nancy McDonald, Pat Michel,  
Patricia Russell, Rebecca Last-GueneƩe, Rob Brandon, Robert W. Smith, Sheila Burvill,  
Stephanie Geraets, Sue Chalmers, Sylvia Spasoī, Vesna Madjaric, and Gloria Sola. 

OHS Cash Donors for 2023 

Andreanne ClouƟer, Ann Frederking, Anne Johnston, Barbara Sibbald , Beverley Ann Chartrand,  
Carol Dixon, Cindy Lyon, Cynthia Sutcliīe, Debra Jolley, DJ Smith, Gillian Boyd, Gregg  Alexander,  
Hans Foerstel, Ian Pringle, Iris Waung, Jane Odell, Janet Wolfe, Jesseline Heule, Kathleen Todd,  
Kathy Wallace, Maha Sakka, Margaret Cheney, Maria Nicoll, Marsa Galea, Marshall Perrin,  
Martha Musgrove, Maryna Nowosielski-Wait, Maureen Coulas, Maureen Lachance, Maureen Mark,  
Michel Leblanc, Nancy McDonald, Nicole Sonier-Hoe, Nora Lee, Olivia Jones, Josie Pazdzior,  
Patricia Hassard, Rebecca Last-GueneƩe, Rebecca Webb, Rob Brandon, Robert W. Smith,  
Ryan Conrad, Sarah Franklin, Sheila Burvill, Shelagh Possmayer,  Sean Rea, Susan and Timothy 
Moore, Susan O'Reilly and Tuula Talvila. 

 

OHS Plant Sales and AucƟons 

In addiƟon to member contribuƟons, OHS plant sales and aucƟons play a vital role in funding 
our acƟviƟes. By seƫng aside extra plants, annuals, or dividing perennials, you directly support 
our mission. Plus, volunteering at our plant sales is a fantasƟc way to connect with fellow green 
enthusiasts! 

OHS Green Power: We Are a Registered Charity 

The OƩawa HorƟcultural Society is a registered, charitable, non-proĮt organizaƟon, and issues 
tax receipts. All cash giŌs to the Society, such as donaƟons, prizes, in memoriam bequests or 
trusts, or addiƟons to any of its current trust funds, are greatly appreciated. DonaƟons help 
fund our community projects and presentaƟons.  

OHS charity registraƟon number:  #13232 9335 RR 0001. 

֍ 

OHS PLANT SALES, AUCTIONS, REGISTERED CHARITY 
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Thanks to the OHS Treasurer Rob Brandon’s research and perseverance, the OHS beneĮted from 
the Community Services Recovery Fund. The fund is a Federal Government program delivered 
through the United Way. Designed to aid non-proĮt groups in recovering from the impact of  
Covid-19, this iniƟaƟve has had a posiƟve impact on the OHS. 
 

Purpose and BeneĮts: 
• The Community Services Recovery Fund not only supports the OHS in upgrading its current  

audio-visual equipment but also enhances convenience for those unable to aƩend in-person 
presentaƟons. 

• This welcome development beneĮts both in-person and online members, as hybrid meeƟngs  
become the new norm. 

Grant Approval and UƟlizaƟon: 
• On April 13th, 2023, the OHS Board approved the applicaƟon to the United Way. 
• Shortly aŌerward, the OHS received noƟce of a grant amounƟng to $13,195. 
• This funding allowed the OHS to purchase new AV equipment and upgrade its website. 

TesƟng the Hybrid AV System: 
• On September 6th, 2023, the OHS conducted the Įrst live test of the Hybrid AV system during a 

board meeƟng. 
• This hybrid meeƟng format facilitated both in-person and online parƟcipaƟon. 
• A successful second test occurred during a meeƟng and presentaƟon on September 21st, 2023, 

held at St. Mark’s Church. The ‘Yealink tracking camera’ played a crucial role. 
• The September 2023 meeƟng allowed for in-person aƩendance and public access, as the presen-

taƟon was streamed live via the OHS YouTube channel. 

Future MeeƟngs: 
• StarƟng in March 2024, OHS meeƟngs will be held on-site at the Tom Brown arena, uƟlizing the 

newly acquired equipment. 
• Importantly, this grant covered all AV project costs in 2023. 
 

The OHS conƟnues to thrive, with this valuable support ,thanks to Rob’s work.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

֍ 

OHS AV EQUIPMENT: COMMUNITY SERVICES RECOVERY FUND REPORT 2023 

https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/news/2023/01/community-services-recovery-fund-application-process-opens-to-support-pandemic-recovery.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMkJSn2gaoejcGCdzK6xRWg
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OHS SPEAKER PROGRAM AND EVENTS 2022 

Convenors: Rebecca Last rebgueneƩe@gmail.com, and Katja Gillmore 

 

OHS 2022 Program Overview  
The OHS program commiƩee (Rebecca Last and Katja Gillmore) were pleased to prepare a  
varied program for OHS members. The virtual meeƟngs necessitated by COVID allowed us to recruit 
speakers from far and wide.  
In January, Sean James, named Garden Communicator of the Year by Landscape Ontario in 2020 and 
2021, spoke about his epic installaƟon of an eco-landscape in Guysborough, Nova ScoƟa. Best-selling 
author and lifelong home gardener Brienne Arthur (aka: Brie The Plant Lady, @BrieThePlantLady,  
Instagram) spoke in February to us about her signature gardening technique:  
‘Foodscaping’. Just in Ɵme for seed starƟng in March, Master Gardener Judith Cox gave a talk on 
‘Tomatoes from Seed to Salsa’ and shared her yummy salsa recipe. Master Gardener and OHS vice-

president Julianne Labreche presented the April talk on ‘A Garden for the Birds’. In keeping with OHS 
tradiƟon, the May meeƟng featured an online plant sale and aucƟon, with no speaker. In June,  
Master Gardeners Claire Leduc and Catherine Disley spoke about why they love annuals, including some 
great Ɵps on care and plant combinaƟons.  

Thanks to the Ɵreless eīorts of OHS presi-
dent Jeī Blackadar, in-person meeƟngs 
resumed at a new locaƟon in September 
2022.  Jeī even mastered the challenges 
of running hybrid meeƟngs. A last minute 
cancellaƟon by the scheduled September 
speaker resulted in Jeī,  Judith Cox and 
Rebecca Last giving a three-way talk on 
Urban Homesteading, sharing their collecƟve experiences of wild harvesƟng, food processing and keep-
ing chickens. We were grateful that both the October and November speakers were willing to travel to 
OƩawa to present in person. Ben O’Brien made the trek to OƩawa from his home in Prince Edward 
County to speak about his work designing beauƟful, biodiverse and resilient gravel gardens. A great solu-
Ɵon for that problemaƟc ‘hell strip’ at the front of your garden! Penelope Beaudrow, author of The Ging-
ko Tree, travelled all the way from Cannington, ON, to talk to us in November about Endangered NaƟve 
Medicinal Plants.  

Although the in-person meeƟngs were sparsely aƩended, a good number of members joined virtually. 
More importantly, several people were drawn to aƩend OHS for the Įrst Ɵme to hear the October and 
November speakers. AŌer two years on the program commiƩee, Katja Gillmore stepped down at the 
end of 2022 but OHS is thankful and grateful for her contribuƟon over this Ɵme.  
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OHS SPEAKER PROGRAM 2023 

 

Convenor: Rebecca Last, rebgueneƩe@gmail.com 

 

2023 OHS Program Overview 

A legacy of COVID was the decision to maintain virtual meeƟngs in January and February of 2023, 
giving the OHS the opportunity to recruit speakers from far aĮeld.  

Thus, we began the year (January) with an internaƟonal star, 
Heather Holm, a renowned biologist, pollinator conservaƟonist, and 
award-winning author, who spoke to us about the importance of 
naƟve wasps in our garden. The February speaker was  Dr. Annise 

Dobson, a post doctoral research fellow from Yale School of the 
Environment speaking on the decidedly non-naƟve and nasty  
invasive jumping worms.  

March saw a return to in-person meeƟngs, with a hybrid 
component to accommodate those outside OƩawa or  
uncomfortable with mingling. Our very own  Tina Liu,  
Landscape Architect at the NaƟonal Capital Commission, dis-

cussed how the NCC selects among the many new culƟvars 
that are issued each year. In April, Owen Clarkin, president of 
the OƩawa Field Naturalists, and an expert in conservaƟon, 
discussed how we can help grow OƩawa’s tree canopy and 
promote biodiversity in our own backyards. In June, Master 

Gardener Claire McCaughey inspired us with a demonstraƟon 
of Ikebana Ňower arranging. Since September is the NaƟonal 
Month for Truth and ReconciliaƟon, Kayoki Whiteduck was 
selected to speak on his work with urban Indigenous youth to 

create a climate resilient food security garden at a local 
church. Kayoki also discussed his new business growing mints 
and Indigenous herbs for teas.  

In October, the amazing Lorraine Johnson (leŌ photo) joined us for a talk that 

explored gardening as a act of stewardship and earth-tending. Finally,  
November’s speaker was Dr. Linda Chalker ScoƩ (right photo/above), famous for 
her Garden Professors Blog, who spoke to us about detecƟng B.S.: Bad Science, 
that is. Bags of popcorn and a visit from the OƩawa Seed Library made it fun for 
members to aƩend in person, even though the speaker joined remotely from 

SeaƩle, WA. 

 ֍ 

mailto:rebguenette@gmail.com
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OHS SPEAKER PROGRAM 2024 

Convenor: Rebecca Last, rebgueneƩe@gmail.com 

What’s coming... 

The 2024 OHS Program is shaping up to be an exciting one! 

Rebecca Last has been working diligently over the winter months to create a tentative speaker line-up 
starting at the end of January (2024) to November (with the exception of July and August). While some 
speakers have yet been confirmed, we can reveal the following highlights for our speaker program: 
• January: As director of the Organic Agriculture Centre of Canada,  

Dr. Andrew Hammermeister, will be ideally positioned to provide us with an 
overview of new research that is likely to be of interest to home  
gardeners.  

• March:  Sundaura Alfred-Purvis, will provide tips on designing a garden 
with native plants. 

• April: will feature Master Gardener Lee Boltwood, who will offer a hands-

on demonstration of pruning techniques.  

• May: the speaker program is paused for the popular OHS plant sale and 
auction.  

• June:  As our gardens come into the full flush of loveliness in June, we will welcome the mother-

daughter team of Nancy and Katrina Garden from Garden Gardens. Nancy will discuss growing orna-
mental flowers, while Katrina will treat us to a brief demonstration of flower 
arranging and discuss edible flowers.  

• The fall program: still in development! Even so, hoping to bring you some ex-
citing speakers and topics. Stay tuned. 

 

Stay up-to-date with the latest developments, by checking the OHS website  for 
reminders and updates. Additionally, reminders are sent through Grapevine. 

Photo: https://unsplash.com 

April 2024  

LEE BOLTWOOD 

Photo: Sundaura Alfred-Purvis 

March 2024 Speaker Program 

SUNDAURA  
ALFRED-PURVIS 

 

WANTED: OHS Program Coordinator 
Do you enjoy our monthly talks?  ֍  Are you curious about diīerent aspects of gardening? ֍ 

If this is something that resonates with you— the OHS is the place for you!  The OHS needs your help to 
develop the speaker program for 2025 and beyond.  

 StarƟng immediately, you can learn from the current Program Coordinator, Rebecca Last. There is 
already an extensive list of suggested speakers – enough for several years of programming.  

 Rebecca will mentor the new volunteer(s) through the process of recruiƟng, instrucƟng and thanking 
speakers, with a minor side of technical support to ensure that meeƟngs run smoothly.  

 This job is fun and rewarding, and you can ease your way into it under Rebecca's wing! The annual 
Ɵme commitment is about 20-25 hours.  

 The job could also be split between two people. So if you know someone you’d enjoy partnering with, 
please ask! 

 If you’re interested, or have quesƟons, email Rebecca Last at rebgueneƩe@gmail.com.  Thank you! 

֍ 

mailto:rebguenette@gmail.com
mailto:https://ottawahort.org/?subject=OHS
mailto:rebguenette@gmail.com
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OHS GARDEN TOUR COMMITTEE REPORT 2023 

Convenor: Cindy Lyon: clyon9395@gmail.com 

 

In 2023, aŌer a prolonged hiatus due to the pandemic, the OHS resumed its garden tours. Spearheaded by 
the commiƩee comprising of Julianne Labreche, Tuula Talvila, and Cindy Lyon, they introduced a new style of 
tour: the ‘Pop-up Garden Tours’. Out of the planned eight tours, Įve took Ňight and soared to resounding 
success. 

The pop-up tours provided a unique opportunity for between 115 OHS members to explore and enjoy the 
beauty of some garden gems in OƩawa and surrounding areas.  

Photo Credit: Blaine Marchand | Osceola Peony Garden, Osceola ON 

Osceola Peony Garden – June 18 

OHS members adventuring to the country were rewarded 
with the stunning beauty of over 300 varieƟes of peony at 
their peak – carefully tended by OHS long Ɵme members 
Jamie Robertson and Blaine Marchand. 

Paul Boult’s Zone Pushing Garden – July 22 

Across the river in GaƟneau, nestled on a beauƟful half
-acre garden you will Įnd Paul Boult’s exoƟc garden. 
This garden is primarily composed of rare woody 
plants, most of which are not commonly seen in the 
NaƟonal Capital Region. During the lovely July visit, 
OHS members had this amazing opportunity to explore 
this unique space. 

They were treated to a diverse array of magnolias,  
rhododendrons and various broadleaf evergreens. In  
addiƟon OHS visitors were introduced to several unex-
pected exoƟcs such as banana (Musa basjoo), pawpaw 
(Asimina triloba), bamboo, and a large in-ground palm  
(Trachycarpus fortunei x wagnerianus). 

Finally, as a parƟng gesture, Paul generously oīered 
seedlings to the all parƟcipants. Thank you Paul! 

Photo Credit: Tuula Talvila | Paul Boult’s Exotic Garden, Gatineau 

Top Left/Right: Paul Boult | Umbrella Pine (Sciadopitys ) 
 Bottom Left/Right: Pawpaw (Asimina triloba) | Butterbur (Petasites japonicus ) 

Commissioners’ Park Tulip Beds – May 10 

Tina Liu, an OHS Board member and  Landscape Architect with the  
NaƟonal Capital Commission (NCC), hosted a capƟvaƟng tour of the  
Canadian Tulip FesƟval grounds during the wonderful month of May.  

During the tour, Tina guided parƟcipants through 26 outstanding tulip 
beds, sharing valuable insights into this year’s design, showcasing 
unique tulip varieƟes, and delving into the enƟre lifecycle of the  
gardens, from iniƟal planning and planƟng to ongoing maintenance. 

Photo Credit: Rebecca Last | Commissioner’s Park  

mailto:clyon9395@gmail.com
https://www.roadonmap.com/ca/where-is/Osceola,ontario
https://ncc-ccn.gc.ca/places/commissioners-park
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OHS GARDEN TOUR COMMITTEE REPORT 2023 (cont’d) 

The Corner Pollinator Garden – September 10 

Our Įnal OHS pop-up tour took place at the well-known Corner Pollinator Garden.  Over the past Įve 
years, Berit Erickson has converted her ornamental gardens and lawn into pollinator and bird habitat by 
adding naƟve plants.  

Berit’s beauƟful yard includes a sunny sidewalk pollinator garden, a shade garden, a terraced garden, 
and a mini-meadow. A stream and pond water feature aƩracts resident and migraƟng birds. Hedgerows 
of naƟve shrubs surround the yard, providing berries for birds throughout the summer and fall.  

Gardeners’ GraƟtude 

The OHS garden pop-up tour planning commiƩee extends hearƞelt thanks to everyone who visited 
these enchanƟng and disƟncƟve gardens. AŌer all, who can resist a leisurely stroll through a garden, 
Įnding inspiraƟon, and perhaps discovering something new? Our deepest appreciaƟon goes to the  
generous hosts who welcomed OHS visitors, creaƟng a warm and inviƟng horƟcultural haven for fellow  
gardeners.  

Look Ahead 

The planning commiƩee has been working diligently through the winter months to secure several ven-
ues for the upcoming 2024 season.  Dates, Ɵmes and places will be announced through the OHS website 
and email reminders will follow.  

֍ 

Photo Credits: Julianne Labreche | Reilley’s Country Garden, Kinburn 

Reilly’s Country Gardens (Kinburn) and Vera Jones Pollinator Garden (Constance Bay) – July 30 

Embarking on another countryside adventure, members of the OHS were treated to an awe-inspiring 
visit to the historic property of Phil and Carol Reilly (formerly known as Reillys’ Country Gardens) in  
Kinburn. The meƟculously maintained grounds boasted 32 ornamental plant beds and 9 vegetable beds 
each a testament to the Reillys’ passion for horƟculture. Among the highlights were: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Backyard Habitat CerƟĮcaƟon. 
• Monarch WaystaƟon CerƟĮcaƟon. 
• A small pond with waterfall. 
• High tunnel with geothermally-heated  

water. 
• Root cellar (Featured in the March OHS  

newsleƩer, preserving garden bounty). 
• Espaliered apple trees (four varieƟes), 

trained against walls, creaƟng a living  
tapestry. 

• Grapes (four varieƟes), intertwined with the 
apple trees. 

• Blueberries (with strawberries as a ground-
cover).  
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2022 

 

The 2022 Science Fair / Expo-sciences wrapped up on April 8th, 2022 virtually in the 
OƩawa region for the second year in a row. 

The science fair was nothing less than a triumph in terms of parƟcipaƟon, in spite of the fact that  
students, parƟcularly in the lower grades, have hardly seen the inside of a classroom or a lab in the last 
two years. 

A total of 107 projects were submiƩed; with many presented by teams of 2, someƟmes 3 students. 

This complex judging eīort was made possible by 108 volunteer judges who clocked 20 solid hours of 
Zoom judging, plus many more hours of discussion. A total of 55 prizes were awarded, many of them of 
monetary value. All of this was masterfully coordinated by students in the Faculty of Engineering at  
Carleton University under the supervision of the Fair's volunteer organizing commiƩee. 

The OHS is a major, Bronze-level supporter of the Fair and annually donates $350 for the organizaƟon of 
this science compeƟƟon AND a Junior award AND an Intermediate/Senior award, each worth $150 for 
top projects relevant to the horƟcultural realm. 

2022 OHS Special Award Winners 

• The OHS 2022 Junior (Gr7/8) Award went to Mackenzie Nakai and SoĮa Hayley for ‘The Removal of 
Industrial Fabric Dyes from Ecosystems: An Organic SoluƟon’. 

• The OHS 2022 Intermediate/Sr (Gr 9 to 12) Award went to the project that proposed a concept/design 
for a structure to iniƟally Įx mosses to the exterior walls of buildings. Valérie Théberge and Isabelle 
Wakim chose for their collaboraƟve project the Ɵtle ‘Venite Adore Mousse’; this LaƟn-French play on 
words brought an added a note of humour during Covid Ɵmes. 

 

 

OTTAWA REGIONAL SCIENCE FAIR | EXPO SCIENCES RÉGIONALE d’OTTAWA 2022-2023 

Your OHS Judges for 2022 and 2023 

As acƟve OHS members we bring a wealth of research experience, are bilingual,  
and have strong teaching backgrounds. We also connect well with young students.  

Anne Johnston  
(Molecular geneƟcs) 

Lyse Morisset 

(Biochemical engineering) 
Claude Brun del Re 

(Geography/environment) 

֍ 

https://www.orsf.ca/
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OTTAWA REGIONAL SCIENCE FAIR | EXPO SCIENCES RÉGIONALE d’OTTAWA 2023 

2023 

 

The 2023 Science Fair / Expo-sciences wrapped up on April 1st, 2023 at Carleton  
University, the Įrst in-person fair in three years. 

The science fair is a volunteer-run organizaƟon whose primary objecƟve is to encourage interest in and 
learning in science, technology engineering and mathemaƟcs (STEM). It is part of a naƟonal network of 
regional fairs selecƟng candidates for the Canada-wide compeƟƟon. 

The main compeƟƟon is divided into 8 major subject areas and in junior, intermediate, and senior age 
categories. Eleven (11) winners from the OƩawa region were selected by the jury to proceed to the  
Canada-wide compeƟƟon, this year held in Edmonton. In addiƟon, Special Awards and regional Įnancial 
parƟcipaƟon is provided by local organizaƟons who fund these Special Awards in areas of interest to 
their respecƟve organizaƟons. 

The OHS is a major, Bronze-level supporter of the Fair and annually donates $350 for the organizaƟon of 
this science compeƟƟon AND a Junior award AND an Intermediate/Senior award, each worth $150 for 
top projects relevant to the horƟcultural realm. 

2023 OHS Special Award Winners 

• The OHS 2023 Junior (Gr7/8) award went to Rhéa Diva and Ruby Folz from l'École secondaire Franco-

ouest for the project ‘Végéto Biolumino’: an exploraƟon and design of a prototype to demonstrate that 
light from bioluminescent organisms could be suĸcient to grow plants in the absence of sunlight and 
electricity. 

• The OHS 2023 Intermediate/Sr (Gr 9 to 12) award went to Olivier Audet-Yang and Nikolas ChareƩe from 
Lisgar Collegiate. ‘Sentry: the backyard defendant’: a complex technological program to detect and  
expel squirrels and garden invaders of similar size. The project also received recogniƟon in the main 
compeƟƟon with the Intermediate First Prize in the Digital Technologies category and 2nd place in the 
Intermediate Interdisciplinary category. 

• Our members were given the opportunity to meet the winners and become acquainted with their  
projects at the OHS April 23rd, 2024 meeƟng. 

Junior GR 7/8 Category 

Winners: Ruby Folz (leŌ) and Rhéa Diva (right) at the 2023 
Science Fair. Photo Credit: Anne Johnston 

Intermediate SR GR 9-12 Category 

Winners:  Olivier Audet-Yang (leŌ) and Nikolas ChareƩe (right) at 
the 2023 Science Fair. Photo Credit: Anne Johnston 

֍ 

https://www.orsf.ca/
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OHS ACTIVITIES REPORTS 2022-2023 

OHS SEED SWAP 

Coordinator: Tuula Talvila 

Following a pause of two years due to the Covid pandemic, the OHS Seed 
Swap made a successful return during the March and April 2023 
meeƟngs.  

The event garnered signiĮcant interest among both members and curious 
non-members who dropped by because of the diverse selecƟon of seeds  
being oīered.  

OHS ARCHIVES 

Archivist (temporary): Sheila Burvill 

In November 2021, in co-operaƟon with the City of OƩawa Archives, the OHS agreed to simplify the 
process to donate material to the Archives by making the agreement between them all-
encompassing, covering past and future donaƟons of archival material from the OHS. Our member 
Sheila Burvill had taken care of this job from 2021 to 2023.  However, Sheila has since stepped down 
as temporary Archivist.  The OHS is grateful to Sheila for having stepped up to take on this posiƟon.   

Going forward, the OHS will be looking for a new volunteer to fulĮll this valuable and important  
posiƟon. Please contact: info@oƩawahort.org. 

OHS OTTAWA WILDFLOWER SEED LIBRARY VISIT 

Coordinator:  Tuula Talvila  

At the monthly OHS November 2023 meeƟng, KrisƟna Rudnitsky came and set up a table with  
informaƟon about the OƩawa WildŇower Seed Library.  

The Seed Library collects, packages, and distributes seeds of naƟve plants for free.  In addiƟon, they 
provide planƟng and other informaƟon to those interested in growing naƟve plants. On this  
occasion, KrisƟna provided informaƟon sheets about winter sowing and seed packets to give away.  

Many members were interested and spent Ɵme chaƫng with KrisƟna and asking quesƟons. We 
hope to have some more collaboraƟon with the OƩawa WildŇower Seed Library in the future. 

For further informaƟon or if you would like to obtain free seed, feel free to reach out to the seed 
library at the following link: OƩawa WildŇower Seed Library – The OƩawa WildŇower Seed Library. 

 

mailto:info@ottawahort.org
https://wildflowerseedlibrary.ca/
https://wildflowerseedlibrary.ca/
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OHS ACTIVITIES REPORTS 2022-2023 (cont’d) 

OHS AUCTION AND PLANT SALES  2022-2023 

Convenors:  Tuula Talvila | Maureen Mark 

CommiƩee Members: Rob Brandon, Jayne Huntley, Jeī Blackadar, Blaine Marchand 

The years 2022 and 2023 proved to be challenging for aucƟon and plant sales.   For both events, modest 
targets were set and achieved.  However, despite the challenges, there was success for both events and 
this can be aƩributed to the large number of volunteers available who Įlled the assortment of jobs re-
quired to run the events and also due to the quality of donaƟons. 

The last on-line aucƟon and plant sale was held in 2022 from May 20-28 using the 32aucƟons.com 
plaƞorm again. Forty items were donated by 11 members.  A total of $1,164 in funds were raised which  
also included donaƟons made through the aucƟon site and proceeds from Ann Frederking’s driveway 
sale (thank you Ann). ParƟcipaƟon was strong with 79 registrants, 42 bidders, and 24 winners. 

In 2023, an in-person event was held at St. Mark’s church.  Given the smaller venue and the Ɵme  
available to organize the event, adverƟsing was limited to members and social media plaƞorms.  Our 
new aucƟoneers, Rebecca Last and Jennifer Mix, did a great job entertaining the room as 21 items were 
aucƟoned oī.  AƩendance was strong and a large number and selecƟon of plants were donated for the 
plant sale.  Funds raised from both the aucƟon and plant sales totaled $1,187.50.   

Overall, despite the circumstances of both years, the dedicated eīorts of OHS members and  
volunteers sƟll raised over $2300 in funds for OHS.  Well done everyone!   

OHS FRIENDS OF THE FARM (FoF) PLANT SALE 2022  
 

Convenor:  Rebecca Webb 

Sales Volunteers: Rob Brandon, Anne Johnston, Sharon McCue, James Renaud, DJ Smith, Sylvia Spasoī, 
and Dianne Caldbick. 
Friends of the Farm (FoF): AŌer a delay of several years, the OHS enthusiasƟcally parƟcipated in the FoF 
sale on Sunday, May 15. New members stepped up to organize the event: Isabelle Geraets-

Rose coordinated the plant preparaƟon at 13 Rupert St., while Rebecca Webb managed the volunteers 
on sale day. The plant preparaƟon process was streamlined to just one day, with members providing 
well-poƩed and clearly labeled plants. A special shout-out goes to Robb Wainwright, who generously 
contributed 36 Royal Standard hostas, signiĮcantly boosƟng the sales.  

In total, the OHS raised an impressive $1,312. This amount compares favourably with our last in-person 
sale from 2019, which brought in $1,146, and our long-term average from 2011 to 2019, which stood at 
$1,610. This is thanks to all the volunteers and contribuƟons. 

An outstanding achievement was that all plants were sold! 
 

Plant PreparaƟon/Driver Volunteers:  
Gloria Sola, Cindy Lyon, Sharon McCue, Ellyn Floyd, 

Julianne Labreche, Lyse Morisset, and  
Vivian Geraets-Rose. 

Sale Day Volunteers:  
Robb Wainwright, Cathy Pearson,  

Sarah Shapiro, Anita Landolt, James Renaud,  
Lori Gandy, Isabelle and Vivian Geraets-Rose,  

Anne Johnston, Johanne McGregor,  
Rob Brandon, and Jeī Blackadar. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: 

https://www.32auctions.com/
https://friendsofthefarm.ca/
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OHS ACTIVITIES REPORTS 2022-2023 (cont’d) 

Fall Plant Sale 2022 

AŌer a prolonged hiatus, the OHS made a successful return to in-person sales with the OƩawa Porch 
Sale. Plant sales remained consistent with previous fall sales with the OHS successfully raising $1,193.60, 
a signiĮcant amount! The morning weather worked in our favour, a beauƟful day with  
temperatures reaching 25°C and abundant sunshine. While interest waned as rain approached, overall, 
it was a successful reintroducƟon of in-person sales for the OHS. Grateful to Anne Johnston and  
Rob Brandon for their coordinaƟon eīorts related to plants, pots, and books. Successfully organized by  
Rebecca Webb, and successfully run by: Sharon McCue, James Renaud, DJ Smith, Sylvia Spasoī,  
and Diann Caldbick. Much graƟtude and appreciaƟon to our sales volunteers for their invaluable  
assistance. 

Fall Plant Sale 2023 

Thanks to some fast planning and hard work by several OHS volunteers, the 2023 Old OƩawa South 
Plant Sale was a big success. It was held under sunny skies on Saturday, September 9 in the Glebe. 

Volunteers dropped oī their plants at Rob Brandon’s place, who oīered coīee and cake to helpers who 
labelled and priced them. Other OHS gardeners assisted on the day of the sale, helping to organize and 
sell the plants. In total, we raised $1,277.10! We’re thrilled. Many thanks to OHS Board member Rebecca 
Webb, who organized the 2023 Fall Plant Sale. AppreciaƟon to Rob Brandon, who also serves as OHS 
Treasurer, for his help in planning, transportaƟon and clean-up. Thanks to all our volunteers who helped 
out. These events provide opportuniƟes for OƩawa gardeners to get together socially, share plants and 
talk about them. 

֍ 

Friends of the Farm (FoF) Mother’s Day Sale 2023  

We extend our hearƞelt graƟtude to the diligent OHS gardening  
members who Ɵrelessly dug up, split, and poƩed their plants. Thanks 
to their eīorts, our Friends of the Farm (FoF) Mother’s Day plant sale 
was a success! The OHS managed to raise $1,312.25. This posiƟve 
news reŇects a slight increase in revenue compared to last year. 

Once the plants were delivered, our dedicated volunteers priced them 
and ensured they were ready for the sale. Bright and early on Sunday 
morning, they transported the plants to the Friends of the Farm site. 
Meanwhile, other volunteers manned the sale tables, engaging with visitors and selling the green  
treasures.  

A special thanks to OHS Board members, Dr. Isabelle Geraets-Rose and Rebecca Webb, who skillfully  
coordinated the 2023 sale. Dr. Isabelle Geraets-Rose focused on plant preparaƟon, while Rebecca was 
on-site during the day of the sale. Their combined eīorts resulted in a spectacular event that was not 
only producƟve but also a valuable learning experience. 

AddiƟonally, we express our graƟtude to the wonderful Rob Brandon, who generously hosted a ‘poƫng 
day’ in his beauƟful garden on Saturday (day before the sale). Rob provided snacks and drinks to all the 
helpers, creaƟng a warm and enjoyable atmosphere. The sale served as a signiĮcant fundraiser for the 
OHS. The eīorts and volunteer Ɵme demonstrates that it truly takes a commiƩed village to organize a 
successful plant sale. 

https://friendsofthefarm.ca/
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OHS COMMUNICATIONS REPORTS 2022-2023 

OHS WEBSITE 

Webmasters: John Waddington | Maria Nicoll 

In February of 2023, following the departure of Jayne Huntley (former OHS President and Webmaster), 
John Waddington stepped in to Įll the role as OHS webmaster, followed by Maria Nicoll in September 
of the same year, as assistant. 

Jayne Huntley provided seven training videos to help explain the most common requirements for the 
WordPress plaƞorm. Along with this informaƟon and google research, the OHS website conƟnues to be 
updated at a minimum level to keep it as current and informaƟve as possible for members and the  
public. 

As an interim measure during 2023, some technical updates such as plugins have been completed by 
former members, such as Jeī Blackadar, unƟl webmasters becoome more familiar with WordPress. 
OHS site backups and updates were fulĮlled by an external contractor (Caroline Koehler).  Caroline has 
also been available to give the OHS web team some guidance. In 2024 Caroline has set out to produce 
some training informaƟon in the form of PowerPoint presentaƟons (to be stored within the OHS Web-
site and separate google drive) for the beneĮt of the current webmasters, and future newbies. 

OHS NEWSLETTER 2022-2023 

Editor: Jamie Robertson | AddiƟonal Contributors: Kat Bauer| Lori Gandy| Tuula Talvila (2022,2023) 

Since 2019, the OHS has exclusively published its newsleƩer online, a strategic move that not only reduces 
prinƟng and postage costs but also allows for vibrant colour photographs and greater Ňexibility in content 
length. 

During the years 2022 and 2023, the newsleƩer saw four releases: September, December, March, and June. 
A dedicated team who meƟculously assembled each issue, was composed of Kat Bauer, Lori Gandy, and 
Tuula Talvila. While most arƟcles were contributed by OHS members, a handful came from non-members. 
Remarkably, 45 individuals shared their insights through arƟcles, with some proliĮc contributors submiƫng 
four or more pieces. 

Each issue featured a diverse array of topics, spanning a wide range of gardening and horƟcultural maƩers. 
AddiƟonally, the OƩawa Public Library thoughƞully curated a list of new materials relevant to OHS members. 

The newsleƩer Įnds its digital home on the OHS website, accessible to members and the public alike.  
Members receive Ɵmely noƟĮcaƟons via Grapevine emails when new issues are available. IniƟally exclusive 
to members, the newsleƩers eventually transiƟon to the public domain aŌer a designated period. 

Kat B Design Studio deserves credit for the professional and contemporary layout of the newsleƩer. The  
design exudes cleanliness and brightness, punctuated by an abundance of colour and capƟvaƟng  
photographs. In 2022, a decision was made to maintain a consistent format: each issue would span approxi-
mately 25 pages, with individual arƟcles capped at 1,000 words. This approach has yielded an average of 10 
arƟcles per issue. 

Behind the scenes, the newsleƩer’s creaƟon involves a labour-intensive process. From soliciƟng material to 
wriƟng arƟcles, selecƟng photographs and other images, ediƟng content, and meƟculously arranging the 
layout, the eīort is substanƟal. Although esƟmaƟng the exact Ɵme investment remains challenging, a con-
servaƟve calculaƟon places the total hours spent on the newsleƩer at 450 hours per year. 

As we move ahead, our persistent concern remains: What is the actual readership of the electronic news-
leƩer among our members, and how can we meet the ongoing challenge of encouraging addiƟonal  
contributors to parƟcipate in shaping the content of the OHS newsleƩer? 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=7102cda265d76986JmltdHM9MTcwNzYwOTYwMCZpZ3VpZD0wMjdlODZjOS1hYTJiLTZjYmYtMzI4YS05NTkzYWJhZDZkNTcmaW5zaWQ9NTIwMQ&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=027e86c9-aa2b-6cbf-328a-9593abad6d57&psq=ottawa+horticultural+society+website&u=a1aHR0cHM6
https://www.facebook.com/groups/6012313849/
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OHS Grapevine  
Administrator/Editor: Janet Sullivan  

During September of 2022, Janet Sullivan took over the Grapevine electronic mailings from 
Jayne Huntley. Since that Ɵme, the OHS Grapevine emails are sent every second Wednesday, 
between September through to June of the following year.  AddiƟonal reminders are also sent 
before OHS monthly meeƟngs as a courtesy reminder or for other events hosted by OHS. 

As the OHS resumed garden and pop-up tours during the summer of 2023, Grapevine proved 
to be a useful tool which provided members with informaƟon and reminders about an  
upcoming tour as well as locaƟons, dates and Ɵmes.  

Grapevine, remains a valuable way to keep members in touch with Society news and event  
informaƟon. If you have any comments or quesƟons, please feel free to email Janet 

ohsgrapevine2@gmail.com.  

OHS Facebook Group  

Administrator: Tuula Talvila 

In 2022, our original Facebook (FB) Group had reached almost 2000 members. AŌer dealing 
with a lot of spam and other unwelcome posts, it was decided to make a new FB Page for the 
OHS. The original group was renamed ‘Gardeners of OƩawa’ (boƩom right photo) and is no 
longer associated with the OHS but is currently administered by OHS members Ann Frederking 
and Tuula Talvila.  

The new OHS FB page (as shown top/right), is also administered by  
Tuula.  It is diīerent in that people do not join, but instead they can 
‘follow’ the page. We are pleased to share that we currently have  
426 followers. Posts are all made by the Administrator and primarily  
consist of announcements and details about our monthly presentaƟons 
and our plant sales; highlights about our NewsleƩer; and sharing a link to 
join the OHS. The Page is public so anyone can see and comment on 
posts, and can make their own posts on a separate ‘menƟons’ tab (but 
these don’t seem to get much of an audience).  

People are also able to send messages privately to the Administrator. 
Posts about our events are also shared to the Gardeners of OƩawa group 
and the Master Gardeners of OƩawa-Carleton.  

ConƟnuing the pracƟce from previous years, the winner of the People’s Choice Award from the 
previous year’s photo compeƟƟon is used for the Facebook Page banner throughout the year.  

In 2023, Larry Chamney’s photo ‘Winter Queen’ was featured as the banner, followed by  
Janet Sullivan’s* photo ‘WildŇower Vista’ in 2024. (*middle right photo). 

OHS COMMUNICATIONS REPORTS 2022-2023 (cont’d) 

mailto:ohsgrapevine2@gmail.com
mailto:ohsgrapevine2@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/6012313849/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/6012313849/
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OHS COMMUNICATIONS REPORTS 2022 and 2023 (cont’d) 

PUBLICITY 

Convenor: Tuula Talvila 

CommiƩee members: Sheila Carey (2022), Elizabeth Moore (2023) 

Due to the decline in print publicaƟons and the impact of Covid, our promoƟon of OHS events 
and acƟviƟes has shiŌed predominantly to online plaƞorms. We uƟlize channels such as Face-
book, online event calendars provided by GardeningCalendar.ca (where we maintain a paid 
membership for event coordinators), and communicaƟons through the Ontario HorƟcultural 
AssociaƟon. AddiƟonally, we occasionally feature our events in an email newsleƩer distributed 
by the Canadian Organic Growers.   

Notably, Sheila Carey stepped down from her posiƟon at the end of 2022, while Elizabeth 
Moore joined our team at the beginning of 2023.  Thank you to both for your Ɵme and  
dedicaƟon.  

PLANT DISCOUNTS 

Thank you to the following companies for oīering a 10% or more discount on regularly priced plants 
to our members. Please support them in turn by giving them your business. To get the discount,  
present your OHS membership card before starƟng your purchases. Vendors are listed on the back of 
the card. All discounts are subject to change.  
ArƟsƟc Landscape Designs Ltd., 2079 Bank Place, OƩawa 613-733-8221  

Beaux Arbres Plantes Indigènes/NaƟve Plants, 1456 Grist Mill Road, Eganville (as of 2023-24) 613 631-

4076 (Purchases are now through prepaid orders with pick-up depots at locaƟons in the city. If OHS 
members idenƟfy themselves when placing their orders, prepaid via e-transfer or credit card, the dis-
count will apply. The farm is also open by appointment). 
Beyond the House, 144 Craig Street, Russell 613-445-5214 (The discount applies to live plants in the 
greenhouse and nursery area (garden centre only). Indoor houseplants are excluded).  

Budd Gardens Perennials, 2832 Innes Road, OƩawa 613-830-4326 

Green Thumb Garden Centre, 17 Tristan Court, OƩawa 613-228-0224 

Richard Inchley Ponds & Aquaria, 3964 Farmview Road, Kinburn 613-852-2466 

Rideau Woodland Ramble, 7210 BurriƩs Rapids Road, Merrickville 613-258-3797 

Whitehouse Perennials, 594 Rae Road, Almonte 613-256-3406 

See the OHS website for discounts with Bloomex online shipping.  

֍ 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=ottawa%20horticultural%20society
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=ottawa%20horticultural%20society
https://gardeningcalendar.ca/
Ontario%20Horticultural%20Association,%20Get%20Involved%20»%20GardenOntario
Ontario%20Horticultural%20Association,%20Get%20Involved%20»%20GardenOntario
https://cog.ca/
https://gardeningcalendar.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=ottawa%20horticultural%20society
https://cog.ca/
Ontario Horticultural Association, Get Involved » GardenOntario
https://gardenontario.org/
http://artisticlandscape.on.ca/
https://beauxarbres.ca/
http://beyondthehouse.ca/
http://www.buddgardens.com/
http://www.greenthumbgarden.ca/
http://www.pondsandaquaria.ca/
http://www.rideauwoodlandramble.com/
http://www.whitehouseperennials.com/
http://ottawahort.org/
https://bloomex.ca/
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OHS NEWSLETTER 2024 

Editor: Tuula Talvila  

NewsleƩer Updates for 2023 and Beyond 

EīecƟve 2023, exciƟng changes are underway at the NewsleƩer desk. Jamie Robertson, our 
esteemed Editor, has decided to step down. We extend our hearƞelt graƟtude to Jamie for his 
visionary leadership in revitalizing and reimagining the OHS NewsleƩer back in 2019. Under his 
guidance, the OHS NewsleƩer Ňourished into an outstanding quarterly publicaƟon. Thank you 
Jamie!  

Looking ahead to 2024, we have planned two issues of the OHS NewsleƩer, scheduled for re-
lease in April and October. Please mark your calendars! The submission deadlines for arƟcles 
are March 1 and September 1. If you have a topic in mind, don’t hesitate to reach out to our 
new Editor, Tuula Talvila (tuula@ncf.ca). Let’s collaborate to create engaging and informaƟve 
content for our readers. 

Contributors Wanted! 

We rely on your valuable contribuƟons to make each issue capƟvaƟng. Whether you’re an  
experienced gardener or a budding enthusiast, consider sharing your insights. Your arƟcle 
doesn’t need to be lengthy - 500 to 1000 words will suĸce. Write about your gardening experi-
ences, explore a favourite plant, delve into a garden theme, or discuss community planƟng pro-
jects. Have a unique technique or tool? Share it with fellow readers. And if you’re  
experimenƟng with something intriguing, we’d love to hear about it! 

A New Name for the NewsleƩer 

Lastly, we’ve rebranded the NewsleƩer.  Many great submissions were made following a call 
for naming the OHS NewsleƩer.  We are proud to announce that the name is now….. 

OHS COMMUNICATIONS REPORTS 2024 

֍ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/6012313849/
mailto:tuula@ncf.ca
https://ottawahort.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/OHS-Newsletter-June-2023.pdf
https://ottawahort.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/OHS-Newsletter-March-2023.pdf
https://ottawahort.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/OHS-Newsletter-December-2022.pdf
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Convenor: Anne Johnston, a.johnston.photo@gmail.com 

Popular as ever, the OHS 2022 compeƟƟon was a great success. Thanks to the 11 photographers 
who diligently sent their submissions.  We received a total of 91 images for the requested eight pho-
tography classes (1-Macros; 2-Up Close and Personal; 3-Flora and Fauna; 4-Natural Beauty;  
5-Aquatopia; 6-The Garden in MoƟon; 7-Voluptuous Vistas; and ‘Bonus Class’, 8-SunŇowers).  

ParƟcipants were limited to two entries per class.  

[NOTE: Only two photographs were entered in the ‘SunŇowers’ Class 8; therefore, this class was not 
counted in the People’s Choice Award to avoid skewing the results]. 

Mark Dalpé, a seasoned photographer and sales associate at Vistek Canada, reprised his role as the 
external judge for our compeƟƟon. With his keen eye for detail, Mark ranked the entries, awarding 
Įrst, second, and third places in each category, and singled out the ‘Best in CompeƟƟon’ image. In 
recogniƟon of his experƟse and Ɵme, we presented him with a $65 honorarium. Mark was parƟcu-
larly impressed by the excepƟonal quality of this year’s submissions, remarking that they were the 
best he has seen in the compeƟƟon so far. 

The People’s Choice voƟng by members was done online using Google Forms during the month of 
November.  Members had Ɵme to view, reŇect and vote on their favourite images. A total of 29 
member ballots were submiƩed and then tabulated for Įrst, second and third places for each class, 
as well as for an overall ‘Best in CompeƟƟon’ winner. 

Due to conƟnued concerns and protocols related to COVID, the 2022 OHS AGM was held virtually.  
The results and winners of the 2022 Photography CompeƟƟon where presented at this Ɵme.  Photos 
and winners’ names were later posted on the OHS Website (Members secƟon). Finally, an email was 
sent to all parƟcipants containing the Judge’s choices, scoring and comments, as well as the People’s 
Choice voƟng results. 

 

The winner of the Judge’s Best in CompeƟƟon for 2022 was 
Cynthia Sutcliīe. Her stunning photo entry was enƟtled  
‘Hyacinth Botanica’, Class 2- ‘Up Close and Personal’).  

 

   The People’s Choice award 2022 was also won by Cynthia  
Sutcliīe for her ‘Jack in the Pulpit’, Class 4-Natural Beau-
ty. OHS was pleased to feature Cynthia’s photograph on 
the OHS Facebook site. 
 

CongratulaƟons to Cynthia! Cynthia was awarded a $25 prize and an 8” x 10” plaque for each of her 
winning images. 
 

Note: As the 2023 OHS Yearbook was not produced, the OHS was unable to feature Cynthia’s 
‘Hyacinth Botanica’ on the cover page. However, as a special gesture, the OHS is including it within 
this ediƟon of this yearbook, shown on page 38.  Also featured is Cynthia’s photo, ‘Jack in the  
Pulpit’ (above right). 

OHS PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION REPORT 2022 

Judge’s Best  in CompeƟƟon  
2022  

Cynthia Sutcliīe 

Cynthia Sutcliffe 

mailto:a.johnston.photo@gmail.com
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OHS PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION REPORT 2022 (cont’d) 

Convenor: Anne Johnston, a.johnston.photo@gmail.com 

Notwithstanding, a big congratulaƟons to all those who parƟcipated and won in the diīerent classes, 
to all parƟcipants for taking the Ɵme to share their garden images with OHS Members, and thanks to 
those who voted.  CompeƟƟon photos and winners’ names can also be found on the OHS Website. 
CongratulaƟons to Cynthia!  
 

A VERY SPECIAL THANKS TO ANNE! 
 

Following an unwavering 12 year role (2010-2022) as the OHS Photography CompeƟƟon Con-
venor,  

Anne Johnston stepped down. 
 

On behalf of all the OHS Members, we extend our hearƞelt thanks and deep graƟtude  
for your unwavering dedicaƟon and Ɵreless eīorts throughout these years.  

Your remarkable contribuƟons have been instrumental in making  
the photo compeƟƟon a resounding success over Ɵme!  

As you embark on new adventures, we wish you nothing but  
the very best in your future endeavors.  

 

 

֍ 

mailto:a.johnston.photo@gmail.com
https://ottawahort.org/2023-photo-competition-winners/
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OHS PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION REPORT 2022 (cont’d) 

Cynthia Sutcliīe, ‘Hyacinth Botanica’ 

Winner of OHS Photography CompeƟƟon 2022 

 Judge’s Award  - Class 2: Up Close and Personal  and 

People’s Choice -  Class 4:  Natural Beauty 
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OHS PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION WINNERS 2022 JUDGE’S CHOICE AWARDS 

Convenor: Anne Johnston, a.johnston.photo@gmail.com 

mailto:a.johnston.photo@gmail.com
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OHS PHOTOGRAPHY  COMPETITION WINNERS 2022 PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARDS 

Convenor: Anne Johnston, a.johnston.photo@gmail.com 

mailto:a.johnston.photo@gmail.com
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OHS PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION REPORT 2023 

Convenor, Larry Chamney, chamneylg@gmail.com 

 

The theme of the 2023 compeƟƟon was ‘The Music of Your Garden’ with seven classes (1-Macro/
Extreme Close-up; 2-Beauty of a Flower; 3-Water in the Garden; 4-Growing VerƟcal, 5-Flora and Fauna;  
6-Voluptuous Vista and 7-Beauty of Roses). A total of 91 images were submiƩed by 10 gardener-

photographers. 

The number of entries submiƩed per class per parƟcipant was maintained at two. The external judge 
was, once again, Mark Dalpé. Mark is a sales associate at Vistek Canada and is an avid and accomplished 
photographer. He evaluated the entries for Įrst, second and third rankings in each class, as well as se-
lecƟng the overall ‘Best in CompeƟƟon’ image that, in his view, showed exemplary arƟsƟc and technical 
quality. He received an honorarium of $75 for his eīorts. 

The People’s Choice voƟng by Members was, once again, done online using Google Forms. Members 
enjoyed having more Ɵme to view and reŇect on the images, and it also allowed those who were unable 
to aƩend the AGM the opportunity to vote on their favourite images. Ballots from 35 Members were 
tabulated for Įrst, second and third place for the images in each class, as well as for an overall ‘Best in 
CompeƟƟon’ winner. 

The winning images were revealed at the 2023 AGM via a PowerPoint presentaƟon, and were posted on 
the OHS Website. The Judge’s choices and comments, as well as the People’s Choice voƟng results, were 
shared with all parƟcipants via email. 

The winner of the Judge’s Best in CompeƟƟon award was Cynthia  
Sutcliīe for her aestheƟc image ‘Echinacea Glow’ submiƩed in Class 2. 
(right photo).  Cynthia’s photo is featured on the cover of the 2024 OHS 
Yearbook. 

 

The People’s Choice award was won 
by Janet Sullivan for her beauƟful im-
age of a ‘WildŇower Vista’ submiƩed 
in Class 6. Janet’s photograph is  
featured on the OHS Facebook site. 
(leŌ photo). 

 

Cynthia and Janet were each awarded a $25 prize and an 8” x 10” plaque of their winning images. 

CongratulaƟons to Cynthia and Janet and all the Class winners. A special thanks to all parƟcipants for 
sharing their garden images with OHS Members, and to all the Members who voted for their favourite 
images!  

Photo: Cynthia Sutcliffe 

Judge’s Best  in Competition 2023 

‘Echinacea Glow’ 

Photo: Janet Sullivan 

People’s Choice 2023 

‘WildŇower Vista‘ 

֍ 
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OHS PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION WINNERS 2023 JUDGE’S CHOICE AWARDS 

Convenor: Larry Chamney, chamneylg@gmail.com 

mailto:chamneylg@gmail.com
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2023 OHS PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION WINNERS PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARDS 

Convenor: Larry Chamney, chamneylg@gmail.com 

mailto:chamneylg@gmail.com
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Convenor: Larry Chamney, chamneylg@gmail.com 

 

THE CINEMATIC GARDEN - ‘Light, Ňower, camera … acƟon!’ 

Looking ahead to the 2024 OHS Photography CompeƟƟon, the theme this year will be the CinemaƟc Garden.  
Movies and Ňowers have much in common … romance, symbolism, variety, ‘plot’, star-power and, of course, pho-
togenic and emoƟve beauty! Flowers and gardens oŌen have been a feature of movie premises, backdrops, props 
or key scenes. Go ahead and create the photographic ‘trailers’ that promote the essence, beauty and story-telling 
of our gardens! 

Class 1:  ‘Story of Flowers’ (2017) – Macro, close-up or full image of your favourite and most interesƟng Ňower or 
plant. Photographer’s arƟsƟc depicƟon of the beauty of a Ňower. LocaƟon: open. 

Class 2:  ‘The Secret Garden’ (1993 version) – Photo of a garden bench, paƟo, stone or other siƫng area within the 
surrounds of a garden, and which depicts a serene and resƞul place to sit and reŇect on the beauty of a 
garden. Remember the horƟcultural element; and no people in images please. LocaƟon: open. 

Class 3:  ‘Fried Green Tomatoes’ (1991) – Whet our appeƟtes with images of your best edible garden harvest 
(fruits, vegetables, edible Ňowers). Can be an in-ground single item or collecƟon, a garden bed, or an 
arƞully posed harvested display. LocaƟon: NaƟonal Capital area. 

Class 4:  ‘Dreams of Giverny’ (2017) – Photo of a water feature (natural or fabricated) in the garden or in nature, in 
which a horƟcultural element is highlighted. LocaƟon: open. 

Class 5:  ‘The Pollinators’ (2020): Images of pollinators, insects, spiders or birds in the garden. Remember the  
horƟcultural element. LocaƟon: NaƟonal Capital area. 

Class 6:  ‘Howards End’ (1992): ‘Voluptuous vista’ of a colourful mixed garden bed, coƩage garden, or informal  
grouping of Ňowers and shrubs. LocaƟon: open. 

Class 7:  ‘Dare to be Wild’ (2015): Photo of naƟve plant(s) or wildŇowers in gardens or in Įelds. LocaƟon: NaƟonal 
Capital area / Eastern Great Lakes ecoregion. 

GENERAL RULES 

1. The compeƟƟon is open to Members of the OƩawa HorƟcultural Society (OHS). 

2. Photographs submiƩed to the compeƟƟon must portray the character, essence and/or beauty of Ňowers, 
plants and plant communiƟes in a horƟcultural context. The photographer’s arƟsƟc vision and creaƟvity are 
encouraged. 

3. Entries may be adjusted for light and colour balance, and cropped, but must not be enhanced by adding pho-
to elements or other modiĮcaƟons. 

4. Each compeƟtor can enter up to TWO images in each Class. 

5. A photograph may be entered only once, i.e., into one Class only. 

6. Photographs that were previously entered into an OHS photography compeƟƟon cannot be entered into the 
2024 OHS compeƟƟon. 

7. The winning photographs will be announced and presented at the December OHS AGM 

8. Unless you indicate otherwise at the Ɵme of submission, by entering the compeƟƟon you give implicit consent that 
your name and the images of your winning photos may be reproduced by the OHS in the OHS Yearbook, the OHS 
newsleƩer, the Grapevine and promoƟonal material, and displayed on the OHS website and/or Facebook page. You 
will be credited for your images, and will retain ownership of them. 

 

OHS PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION CLASSES & RULES 2024 

mailto:chamneylg@gmail.com
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GENERAL RULES (cont’d) 

9. Entries must be submiƩed to the OHS Photography CompeƟƟon Convenor on or before Thursday, 24 October, 
2024. Entries submiƩed aŌer this date cannot be accepted. Entries may be emailed to the Convenor’s email 
address, or post-mailed or dropped oī at the Convenor’s home address on a Ňash drive (USB memory sƟck). 
Contact the Convenor to request mailing address if needed for submission of entries. 

10. Non-compliance with the compeƟƟon general rules or rules for entries can result in disqualiĮcaƟon of an 
entry. Please contact the Convenor if further clarity of these rules is needed. 

 

RULES FOR ENTRIES 

1. A digital copy of each photograph must be submiƩed. Images can be submiƩed digitally by email or on a Ňash 
drive (USB memory sƟck). 

2. Please provide your images at the largest resoluƟon possible (aŌer cropping), although preferably less than 20 
MB. SubmiƩed digital Įles preferably should be at least 2 MB. Do not send low quality images. 

3. The image aspect raƟo (e.g., 4x6, 8x10) is unrestricted. However, if your image is chosen to be on the OHS 
Yearbook cover or featured on the OHS Facebook page, you may be asked to agree to the sizing being  
modiĮed by OHS. Please ensure that the preferred orientaƟon (portrait or landscape) for judging and display 
is clearly indicated in your submission.  

4. Please name each of your digital photo Įles as follows: Class number_Your name_Subject name. Example: Class 
1_DusƟn Lens_My Favourite Echinacea 

5. Please name each of your digital photo Įles as follows: It is not the Convenor’s responsibility to rename your 
images. 

6. If images are sent by email, ensure that the subject line is ‘2024 OHS Photography CompeƟƟon’. Please ensure 
that your name and contact informaƟon (telephone, email) are included in the text of the email. The email 
text should also indicate the number of entries and the classes entered for the images that are aƩached to 
the email. Submission of entries through mulƟple emails is acceptable. 

7. If entries are post-mailed or dropped oī on a Ňash drive, include your name, email address and telephone 
number in your envelope, and indicate the number of entries and the classes entered for the images on the 
Ňash drive. If you would like your Ňash drive mailed to you aŌer the compeƟƟon, please include a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope with suĸcient postage. 

 

JUDGING AND AWARDS 

An external judge will determine the top 3 placements in each Class, as well as a ‘Best in CompeƟƟon’ winner, 
based on arƟsƟc quality and technical merit. OHS Members will have an opportunity to vote for the People’s 
Choice awards in each Class, as well as overall ‘Best in CompeƟƟon’. 
 

The winning photographs will be announced and presented at the December 2024 OHS AGM.  

OHS PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION CLASSES & RULES 2024 (cont’d) 

֍ 
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OHA CONVENTIONS 2023-2024 

OHA ConvenƟon 2023: OƩawa, Ontario 

The Ontario HorƟcultural AssociaƟon (OHA) 115th Annual  
ConvenƟon took place last year here in OƩawa, Ontario, July 21-23, 2023, 
hosted by District 2 (OƩawa Valley). 

The convenƟon took place at the Brookstreet Hotel in OƩawa’s west end (Kanata). The OƩawa 
convenƟon was the Įrst in-person convenƟon in three years. The  lineup included amazing guest 
speakers, tours and entertainment. 

OHA ConvenƟon 2024: Guelph, Ontario 

The Ontario HorƟcultural AssociaƟon (OHA) 116th Annual  
ConvenƟon will be taking place in Guelph, Ontario, July 12-14 2024. It will 
be hosted by District 7 (Wellington and Duīerin) and District 8 (Grey, 
Bruce and Huron CounƟes). 

The convenƟon will take place at the Delta Hotel Guelph Conference Centre, 50 Stone Road 
West, Guelph, ON N1G 0A9.  Please refer to the following link for further details:  
2024 OHA ConvenƟon in Guelph » GardenOntario  

֍ 

https://gardenontario.org/2024-oha-convention/
2024 OHA Convention in Guelph » GardenOntario
http://www.greenthumbgarden.ca/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiFjbPAz43vAhWIiK0KHaWOC_0QFjAAegQIARAE&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbeauxarbres.ca%2F&usg=AOvVaw09QFE2GX8FdpSe6zT-Ea1L
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About the Trillium Award and George L. Myles Trophy 

The annual Trillium garden awards are meant to recognize and encourage eīorts by ciƟzens to beauƟfy 
OƩawa neighbourhoods. The Trillium commiƩee members view front gardens in a diīerent postal code 
every year, three Ɵmes. Key elements considered are the garden’s staying power throughout the  
gardening season, from spring to fall, and how well the gardener uses the space available. Our evalua-
Ɵon criteria include overall design and plant materials, such as variety, colour eīects and condiƟon of 
plants  
observed. The owners of the front garden judged most outstanding all season are awarded the  
George L. Myles Trophy. Other parƟcularly special gardens may be recognized with honourable  
menƟons. 

Myles Trophy Winners 2022 

Charles (Chip) Hamann and Alain Doom, for their garden and adjoining ones in front of 157-167 MacKay 
St, a heritage row house. The colourful vista of lushly-planted and neatly-edged 
beds evokes an immediate “Wow” response.  

Each garden maintains its own idenƟty while contrib-
uƟng to a uniĮed tapestry featuring hydrangeas,  
roses, peonies, with topiary boxwood, yews, and 
dwarf Korean lilacs. Chip and Alain transformed this 
row of once unremarkable front yards into an out-
standing garden display in only ten years by sharing 
their enthusiasm and experƟse with neighbours, 
showing how a single garden creaƟon can inspire a 
beauƟful streetscape. 

Honorable MenƟon 

Mary PraƩe, 1132 Lisgar Rd.  

This gorgeous front garden has wide perennial beds around a neat lawn, and a dry stone wall with an 
arbour. HorƟculturist Mary designs the garden for a succession of blooms from the peonies of spring 

through the brilliance of summer lilies, alliums, phlox, iris, 
etc. to the late-season glory of anemones, asters, tall ver-
bena, burning bush and maples. 

 

 

 

 

Honorable MenƟon (right) 
Sarah Richardson, 52 Alexander St.  
This mostly shady corner lot has many varied hostas inter-
woven with brunnera, snakeroot, ligularia, Solomon’s 
seal, ferns, hellebores, and spring bulbs. In the sun, cone-
Ňowers, rudbeckia, monarda, annuals, and a birdbath serve pollinators and birds. VerƟcal elements are 
provided by a climbing hydrangea, other hydrangeas and shrubs, columnar cedars, and garden art. 

֍ 
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Current informaƟon on the OHS, as well as extensive resource material and links to other useful web-
sites, are all located on our website at hƩp://oƩawahort.org/. Please feel free to send any ideas or sug-
gesƟons for the website to info@oƩawahort.org.  We now have communicaƟons engagement via social 
media, like Facebook and YouTube.   Please follow us and spread the word! 

Members receive news and noƟces of upcoming meeƟngs via The Grapevine, an electronic mail service 
operated by Janet Sullivan. Please send announcements for The Grapevine to ohsgrapevine@gmail.com. 

The Society publishes a biennial newsleƩer for its members. The online newsleƩer is located in the 
Members Only secƟon of the OHS website at hƩp://oƩawahort.org/members-only/newsleƩer/.  Feel 
free to join as a member to view this informaƟon packed and not to menƟon beauƟful newsleƩer.  

OHS Membership 

Membership fees are $15 for an individual and $20 for a family. The membership year runs from  
September 1 to August 31. A new membership paid aŌer June 1 will cover the following membership 
year. The membership convenor is Dorothy (DJ) Smith, who can be contacted at deej.smith@bell.net or 
at OHS monthly meeƟngs.  

New memberships and renewal forms can be Įlled in online at hƩp://oƩawahort.org/membership/ with 
immediate payment through PayPal or by sending a cheque to the OHS to the mailing address be-
low. AlternaƟvely, the form can be printed out and mailed together with the cheque at the Mailing  
Address below. 

OHS MEMBERSHIP, CONTACT AND LOCATION INFORMATION 

Mailing Address: 
Ottawa Horticultural Society 

PO Box 8921 Stn ‘T’ Csc 

Ottawa, ON K1G 3J2 

Canada 

MeeƟng LocaƟon: 
Tom Brown Arena 

141 Bayview Road 

OƩawa, ON 

613-798-8885 

Contact InformaƟon 
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http://ottawahort.org/
mailto:info@ottawahort.orgg
https://www.facebook.com/groups/6012313849/
https://www.youtube.com/@ottawahorticulturalsociety4396/streams
mailto:ohsgrapevine@gmail.com
http://ottawahort.org/members-only/newsletter/
mailto:deej.smith@bell.net
http://ottawahort.org/membership/
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JOIN THE OHS TEAM OF VOLUNTEERS 2024 AND BEYOND 

As you have read through the yearbook, the OHS oīers so many events, programs and acƟviƟes.  We 
are always in need of new volunteers as other volunteers step down.   

We encourage you to join our team of dedicated volunteers  and contribute your skills.  Currently, the 
OHS is looking to Įll these job posiƟons (also known as the ‘job jar’ from our Grapevine 

OHS 

VOLUNTEER 

POSTION 

1 

OHS ARCHIVIST:  Preserve OHS documents for historical purposes.  Copies of the year-
book and newsleƩer are automaƟcally deposited into the OHS archives.  OHS is current-
ly looking for a new volunteer to fulĮll this valuable and important posiƟon. If you are  
interested, please contact: info@oƩawahort.org. 

OHS 

VOLUNTEER 

POSTION 

2 

 

OHS PROGRAM COORDINATOR:  Do you enjoy our monthly talks?  Are you curious about 
diīerent aspects of gardening?  If this is something that resonates then the OHS is the place 
for you! You would help to develop the speaker program for 2025 and beyond.  You will 
learn from the current Program Coordinator (Rebecca Last) however, there is already an ex-
tensive list of suggested speakers, enough for several years of programming.  PotenƟal for 
job spliƫng for 2 coordinators. The annual Ɵme commitment is approx. 20-25 hrs.  
Mentor and transiƟoning help will be provided. If you’re interested, email Rebecca Last at 
rebgueneƩe@gmail.com.  (See pg 24 for more details) . 

OHS 

VOLUNTEER 

POSTION 

3 

OHS NEWSLETTER ARTICLE CONTRIBUTOR:  If you’re passionate about wriƟng and have 
insights on gardening that you’d like to share, we invite you to contribute to our news-
leƩer. Reach out to our Editor, Tuula Talvila, at Tuula@ncf.ca. Your valuable contribu-
Ɵons will enrich our newsleƩer, making it both informaƟve and capƟvaƟng. ArƟcles 
should be between 500 to 1000 words.  Follow this link for more info.  

OHS 

VOLUNTEER 

POSTION 

4 

OHS SPONSORSHIP COORDINATOR:  

Do you have excellent communicaƟon skills and a knack for building relaƟonships? 
We're seeking a Volunteer Sponsorship Coordinator to join our team and help us secure 
sponsorships from local gardening businesses for the annual OHS Yearbook.  Require-
ments:  (1) Reach out to gardening businesses via phone or email to discuss sponsorship 
opportuniƟes. (2) Explain the beneĮts of adverƟsing in our Yearbook, including exposure 
to our community and recogniƟon as a supporter of our organizaƟon.  If you would be 
interested please reach out to info@oƩawahort.org for more informaƟon.  
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https://greelysand.com/
https://millikengardencentre.ca/

