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The mission of the Ottawa Horticultural Society is to cultivate an interest in plants 
and gardening in order to create a beautiful community. 

 

ABOUT THE OHS 

The Ottawa Horticultural Society (OHS) is made up of amateur gardeners who come  
together to promote and encourage an interest in horticulture. The OHS organizes lectures, 
workshops, flower and plant shows and sales, garden tours, and exchanges of information 
among members. The Society also sponsors a community planting program and a special 
award for front yard gardens as a contribution to the beautification of Ottawa. There are 
many opportunities to contribute as a volunteer. 

The Society has a long history, dating back to the late 1800's. While there were 
horticulture related organizations in the city before then, it wasn't until the autumn of 1892   
that a group of  local plant enthusiasts met at City Hall to plan the launch of the present 
Horticultural Society. The inaugural meeting was held on January 17, 1893, with some 30 
gentlemen present to listen to a lecture on the newest and best horticultural techniques. 
More information on the history of the OHS is available on the Society’s website. We are 
incorporated under the Ontario Agricultural and Horticultural Organizations Act and belong 
to District 2 of the Ontario Horticultural Association (OHA). At the end of the 2021 
membership year, there were over 370 members in the OHS.  

Meetings are scheduled for the fourth Tuesday of each month, except June (second 
Tuesday), July and August (no meetings), and December (date varies). At this time, meetings 
take place over the Internet and begin at 7:30 pm. When we meet in person, our meetings 
take place at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview Road (at Scott). They are free and the 
public is welcome. 

Please see page 26 for a map of the location. 

Front cover: Our cover photo, taken by Larry Chamney, won the Photographic Store Ltd. 
Trophy and the 2021 OHS Photo Competition. It was entered in Class 1: Macros. 
Congratulations, Larry!  
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HONORARY PRESIDENT 

His Worship the Mayor of Ottawa, Jim Watson  
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Mr. and Mrs. Russell Gomme, Ann and John Soar, Marilyn Light, Judy Shedden,  
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INTRODUCTION 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The Society is indebted to its officers, directors, convenors, and its many other members who 

give so generously of their time and ability to ensure that the Society continues to be a useful 

and interesting component of Ottawa life. 

Businesses, organizations, and individuals have contributed in different ways to the work  

of the Society. The Society expresses its thanks for the assistance given by the following: the 

Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food, and Rural Affairs; the City of Ottawa; and Katari 

Imaging.  

The Society also acknowledges the continuing support of those individuals and businesses 

that have donated special prizes and gift certificates as indicated in the show schedules. 

We also wish to thank the businesses advertising in the 2022 yearbook:  Beaux Arbres Native 

Plants; Greely Sand & Gravel; Green Thumb Garden Centre; Milliken Landscaping Garden 

Centre; Rideau Woodland Ramble. 

Please see page 9 for a full list of the businesses that offer discounts to OHS members.  

http://www.beauxarbres.ca
http://www.beauxarbres.ca
https://greelysand.com
http://www.greenthumbgarden.ca/
https://millikengardencentre.ca/
https://millikengardencentre.ca/
http://www.rideauwoodlandramble.com/
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OHS 2022 SPEAKER PROGRAM AND EVENTS 
 
During this time of COVID-19 restrictions, the Society is pleased to present the following 
webinars and activities this year in lieu of in-person meetings. Presentations are live-streamed 
on the OHS YouTube channel and are open to the public. 
Please see http://ottawahort.org/events/ for any updates to these events and stay tuned for 
details about the September and November presentations in the Grapevine. 
 
January 25, 7:30 to 9 pm – Nova Scotia Summer: A Horticultural Epic Tour – Sean 
James 

Centred on the rehabilitation of a pond garden in Nova Scotia, Sean James will talk about 
associated visits to various local garden sites that would inform the installation of an eco-
landscape. This resulted in upgrading an incredibly biodiverse 120-year-old mill pond. Along 
the way, he and the Fern Ridge Gang visited a litany of botanical gardens. Join us for a 
fascinating replay of the journey. 

Sean James is a graduate of Niagara Parks School of Horticulture, a Master Gardener, 
writer, and teacher who was named by Landscape Ontario as 2020 and 2021’s Garden 
Communicator of the Year. 
 
February 22, 7:30 to 9 pm - Foodscaping with Grains – Brie Arthur 

Best-selling author and lifelong home gardener Brie Arthur has fine-tuned her signature 
gardening technique of Foodscaping. This sustainable practice of landscape design embraces 
beauty and bounty. Combining expert advice from both of her books, Brie aims to inspire 
attendees to think creatively about planting favourite edibles alongside trees, shrubs, and 
flowers to maximize the space you grow in. Learn how to pair edibles for year-round harvests 
throughout your existing landscape. Easy planting strategies are explained, including creative 
ideas for deterring animals. This is a fast-paced, informative presentation that is sure to leave 
attendees inspired and ready to foodscape! 

Brie Arthur is a celebrated speaker and bestselling author with more than two decades of 
experience as a professional horticulturist, propagator and communicator. 
 
March 22, 7:30 to 9 pm – Tomatoes from Seed to Salsa – Judith Cox 

Judith Cox will take us through the growing process from starting seeds, dealing with 
diseases and pests and onto the harvest. What is the difference between heritage and hybrid 
tomatoes? Why do they get blossom-end rot? What manner of nightmare is a tomato 
hornworm? Lots of interesting ideas to explore. 

Judith Cox is a Master Gardener and a popular speaker at previous OHS meetings. 
 
April 26, 7:30 to 9 pm – A Garden for the Birds - Julianne Labreche 

Wild birds are currently facing a multitude of threats across North America and many bird 
species are in decline. Master Gardener and OHS Vice-President Julianne Labreche will review 
the most common threats and provide gardeners with some practical, positive ways to 
encourage birds to visit our gardens and make our gardens more bird-friendly year-round. 

Julianne Labreche is a member of the Master Gardeners of Ottawa-Carleton. She is also 
certified as a master naturalist. Her nature and garden articles are published regularly by Lee 
Valley Tools.  
 
May 15—Friends of the Farm Plant Sale. 
 

May 24, 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm – OHS Plant Auction and Sale.  

We're optimistic that this year will see the return of our in-person plant auction and sale. 
More details will be provided in the Grapevine and on the OHS website.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMkJSn2gaoejcGCdzK6xRWg
http://ottawahort.org/events/
https://ottawahort.org/
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June 14, 7:30 to 9 pm – Why We Love Annuals! – Catherine Disley and Claire Leduc 
From small and sweet to big and bold, annuals with their wide variety of shapes and 

colours can add personality and character to any garden. Many of them play the useful role of 
attracting pollinators while others offer a unique twist to your dinner plate, not to mention 
their role in making stunning containers and baskets. The presentation will help you feel 
confident in adding and caring for a wide range of annuals in your garden.  

Catherine Disley is a Master Gardener and graduate of Algonquin College Horticulture and 
Landscaping program. Over the past 40 years she has worked in a variety of horticultural 
industries such as garden centres, florists, and interior tropical plant maintenance. Claire 
Leduc joined the Master Gardeners of Ottawa-Carleton in 2017, and has been gardening in 
urban and rural environments for more than 25 years. 

The Spring Show will be held in conjunction with the June 14 meeting. Please see 
elsewhere in the Yearbook for details. 
 
September 27, 7:30 to 9 pm – Presentation to be announced. 

The Fall Show will be held in conjunction with the September 27 meeting. Please see 
elsewhere in the Yearbook for details. 
 
October 25, 7:30 to 9 pm – Growing Grit: Designing Beautiful, Biodiverse and Resilient 
Gravel Gardens – Ben O’Brien 

A grant from the Landscape Architecture Canada Foundation a few years ago allowed Ben 
to begin exploring different approaches for creating resilient perennial plantings in urban 
public spaces. The Growing Grit project let him undertake real-world experiments using the 
novel European approaches to sustainable urban plantings that he had been studying for 
years. Techniques such as growing plants in deep mineral mulches or in artificial substrates 
both reduces soil fertility, which allows for much more diverse plant communities, and 
reduces the potential for weed invasion. Either way, the result is a designed planting that is 
simple to manage over the long term by maintenance crews who may not have advanced 
horticultural training. Imagine, too, the benefits for busy homeowners! If you struggle with 
soil fertility or inner-city soil contamination issues, or don’t have time to maintain constant 
curb appeal in your front yard, perhaps this style of planting could be a solution? 

Ben O’Brien studied landscape architecture at the University of Guelph. His passion for 
exploring the culturally and ecologically enriching capacity of landscape architecture found a 
particular niche in landscape design based on richly layered, naturalistic plantings. 

 
October 31 – Deadline for submissions to the OHS Photography Competition 

 
November 22, 7:30 to 9 pm – Presentation to be announced. 
 

EXPO-SCIENCES/OTTAWA REGIONAL SCIENCE FAIR 2021 

The Expo-sciences/Ottawa Regional Science Fair took place over Zoom during April 2021. 
Congratulations to the winners of a shared first prize in the junior category: 

Isabelle Furu , Elmwood School, "Water Pollution and the Rate of Photosynthesis in Aquatic 
Plants".  

Téo Webb, Collège Catholique Samuel-Genest, "La façon la plus efficace de faire pousser des 
plantes". 

Thank you very much to our judges Claude Brun del Re, Marie-Anne Geurts,  Anne 
Johnston and Lyse Morisset. 
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2021 PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

President: Jeff Blackadar, president@ottawahort.org 
 
In 2021, we continued to have an excellent quality yearbook, edited by Helene Williams. 

Thank you, Helene, for your dedication over the years to publishing the yearbook.  
We did not do garden tours this year, but they will return in future when social gatherings 

are easier. A touring tradition did continue with the Trillium Awards. Dorothy Smith and 
Josie Pazdzior are the Ottawa Horticultural Society’s judges for the Trillium Award. 

The Trillium Award was established by the OHS in 1967 to recognize efforts by citizens to 
beautify Ottawa neighbourhoods through their gardens. Every year a different specific postal 
code area is selected and is visited by the Trillium Award committee. The committee views all 
the gardens in the postal code to select those that are the most beautiful in three seasons, 
viewed from the street. Further details about this year’s winners are on page 14. 

As of August 31st 2021, the Membership was 295 households with 370 voting members.  
Thank you to Dorothy Smith, our membership convenor. Our membership level remains 
strong. I remain concerned that our lack of in-person activities hinders the ability for 
members to meet one another and make the friendships that are an important part of being 
in the OHS. I am hopeful to get back to in-person and hands-on activities our members enjoy, 
like community beautification, meetings, garden tours and more plant sales. Until that time, I 
thank you for continuing to support the Ottawa Horticultural Society.  

Our meeting place at Tom Brown arena remains a respite centre, which is a vital use of it. 
We are considering alternative meeting spaces for the future. Our plans will continue to be 
guided by information provided by Ottawa Public Health, city by-laws and the availability of 
event spaces.  

In the meantime, we are fortunate to have had a series of speakers who inspired and 
educated us over YouTube. Most of our events remained open to the public, per our long 
tradition, and it was nice to be joined by viewers from outside of Ottawa, some of whom are 
now members. Thank you to Rebecca Last and Katja Gillmore for planning and delivering our 
presentations this year. 

Our OHS board met virtually through the year. Our secretary, Cindy Lyon, documented 
our meetings and communicated to all board members. Thank you, Cindy. Our treasurer, 
Rob Brandon, has administered our finances, which have been challenging to forecast at a 
time of cancelled events. Thank you, Rob. Julianne Labreche was elected by the board to be 
our Vice President. Thank you, Julianne, for your leadership. 

The board adopted a Policy on Public Interventions to guide the OHS on how to be 
involved in issues within the City of Ottawa that impact the quality and amount of greenspace 
available to residents. This was led by Rebecca Last.  

We continued our sponsorship of the Ottawa Regional Science Fair. 
Our Spring plant sale was a huge success. For details, see page 10. Thanks to donors, 

sale volunteers and organizers, it is among our most successful fund-raisers. Thank you to 
Tuula Talvila and Rob Brandon for all of the organization and set-up work.  

Electronic communication continues to be of vital importance for the OHS. Jayne Huntley 
carried out a full upgrade of the OHS website this year with assistance from Jean Carr. This 
was a large amount of work, but our website is now up to date and redesigned. Thank you, 
Jayne and Jean. 

Thanks to our Shows committee, we held virtual shows in June and September. Thanks 
to Maureen Mark for being our shows convenor and to Lori Lensch-Marcotte for taking over 
leadership of the Shows committee. Shows are a means to sharing knowledge and expertise 
with a bit of competitive spirit and have been part of our activities for decades, for good 
reason. It’s one thing to read about a flower or edible, but quite another to see it exhibited 
and talk to the grower. Take a look at the Shows schedule on pages 16-21 and make plans to 
enter items from your garden. 

I appreciated the chance to serve the OHS as a volunteer in 2021 and look forward to the 
year ahead. Best wishes for your good health and happiness in 2022. 

— Jeff Blackadar 

mailto:president@ottawahort.org


5  Ottawa Horticultural Society 

 
2021 PHOTO COMPETITION REPORT 

Convenor: Anne Johnston, a.johnston.photo@gmail.com  

In 2021, a total of 88 images were submitted by 12 photographers in seven classes 
(Macros, Up Close and Personal, Flora and Fauna, Seeds and Pods, Winter Gardening, 
Harvest Time, and Voluptuous Vistas). The number of entries submitted per class per 
participants was maintained at two.  

Back by popular demand and because COVID-19 restrictions forced the AGM to be held 
remotely, the People’s Choice voting by members was, once again, done online using Google 
Forms. Members enjoyed having more time to view the images and it also allowed members 
who do not usually attend the AGM to also have a chance to view and to vote for their 
favourite images. The ballots were automatically tabulated for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places making 
the rest of the calculations in Excel very easy. 

The winning photographs were revealed at the AGM where the convenor shared a 
PowerPoint presentation. The external judge in 2021 was, once again, Mark Dalpé. Mark is a 
sales associate at Vistek Canada and is an avid and accomplished photographer. He received 
an honorarium of $65 for his efforts. 

The winning photographs were posted on the OHS Website. The judge’s choices and 
comments as well as the People’s Choice voting tabulation and calculations were shared with 
all the participants via email. 

The winner of the Judge’s Choice/Photographic Store Ltd. Trophy was Larry Chamney for 
his daylily ‘Medusa’ submitted in Class 1. Larry’s photograph is featured on the cover of the 
2022 yearbook. Larry was awarded a $25 prize and a plaque of his winning photograph. 

The People’s Choice Award was won by Larry Chamney for his photo entitled ‘Winter 
Queen’ submitted in Class 5. Larry’s photograph is featured on the OHS Facebook site. Larry 
was awarded a $25 prize and a plaque of his winning photograph. 

Larry is a first-time participant to the competition. Congratulations Larry! 
 
- Anne Johnston  
 
Anne will be convening the competition again in 2022 but is ready to pass the torch. 

Interested members can contact Anne directly or voice their interest to a board member. 
Special thanks to Jayne Huntley who formatted the images for the online voting.  

2021 SHOWS COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

Committee: Maureen Mark (chair), Jeanie Mark-Digiacomo, Gillian Macdonnell,  
Lori Lensch-Marcotte 

Two shows were planned for 2021 with one on June 4 and one on September 7. With the 
continuation of Covid restrictions, both shows were virtual. There were 45 entries in the 
Spring with 32 members voting and 17 entries in the fall with 35 members voting. 

For 2022, the Shows Committee is planning for two shows which may be held in person or 
virtually. We are looking forward to many more exhibitors and entries. Plant Bucks will con-
tinue to be awarded. 

PRESERVE OHS DOCUMENTS 

Copies of the yearbook and newsletter are automatically deposited in the OHS archives. If, 
during a future spring cleaning, you come across other documents relating to the Society 
that may be of historical interest, please consider donating these by notifying the 
archivist.  

mailto:a.johnston.photo@gmail.com
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In September of 2020 a successful online sale was held and reported on in the 2021 
Yearbook. As winter progressed, the Board determined that, since the Friends of the Farm 
was unable to hold their normal plant sale, the OHS would hold another online sale in the 
spring of 2021 using the experience and many of the members who had organized the 2020 
event.  Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the fall sale in 2021 was not held. 
 
Springing for Plants: An Online Plant sale 
 
Organizers: Tuula Talvila and Rob Brandon 
Sales Preparation: Anne Johnston, Cindy Lyon, Gloria Sola, Jeff Blackadar, Johanne 
McGregor, Marilyn Light, Rebecca Last 
Pick-up day: Julianne Labreche, Carolyn Ayotte, Cathy Pearson, Cecilia Lee, Cindy Lyon, 
Dorothy (DJ) Smith, Dorothy Tol, Gloria Sola, Jeff Blackadar, Johanne McGregor, Lori Gandy, 
Margot Patterson, Nora Lee, Robb Wainwright, Sylvia Spasoff 
 

At the November 2020 meeting of the OHS Board, the idea of partnering with the Ottawa 
Valley Rock Garden Horticultural Society for a joint online plant sale was raised, perhaps 
focused on their special plants. Following a Zoom meeting in January with the OVRGHS 
Board, they then decided to pass on the opportunity but thanked us for the offer. 

We then proceeded to plan for an online plant sale using the same sale platform of 
32auctions.com that was used in 2020. Due to problems we had with Paypal in 2020, we 
moved to Stripe, another payment website that Rob Brandon had some experience with. It 
was decided for this sale we would use the “Buy it Now” feature on the site rather than having 
the complexity of an auction, relying on a larger number of plant donations to boost the sale 
revenue. It also was decided not to include books or other non-plant items in the sale but it 
was agreed to include plant seedlings in the sale, which was different from previous spring 
sales. 

Anne Johnston agreed to work with Rob Brandon to merge the usual Mums sale into the 
online sale. In mid-January the first notice went out to OHS members alerting them to the 
idea of the sale and on February 16 Rebecca Last gave a talk on seed starting via the OHS 
YouTube channel as an encouragement for members to start growing plants for the sale from 
seed. Julianne Labreche provided information on invasive plants, as we wanted to exclude 
these sorts of plants from being offered by members for sale. 

The question as to how the purchased plants might be picked up was a problem, as the 
carpark at the Tom Brown Arena, which had been used in the fall, was not available as the 
site was being used as a respite centre. After looking at a number of options we were lucky to 
find a church parking lot that we could rent. This was St Mark’s church near Fisher and 
Meadowlands, and both our initial and subsequent dealings with the Church were excellent 
and their members were very helpful on the pick-up date which was initially set to be 
Saturday May 29th. 

The sale dates were to be starting on Saturday May 22nd and running for 3 days to 
Tuesday May 25. By March 9 the sale organization was in full swing with the sale website up 
and ready to be populated with images and descriptions of donated plants. There were 
templates of the information required that were posted to members on the Grapevine email 
newsletter. Plant information was sent to Rob Brandon for entry into an Excel spreadsheet, 
images were sent to Tuula who posted them on the website. A number of members assisted in 
writing up plant descriptions, assisted also by information supplied by the plant donor. In 
many cases, multiple plants or divisions were offered. The plant categories were Perennials, 
Seedlings (Vegetables), Seedlings (Annual), Seedlings (Perennial), Houseplants, Native Plants 
and Shrubs/Trees. The allocation of pre-ordered Mums were also placed on the website with 

2021 SALES ACTIVITIES 
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an arrangement that allowed named OHS members to buy their plants. As plants were offered 
by members they were provided with codes that identified the particular plant offerings. 

The descriptions for the plants were edited by another group of OHS members that 
included Marilyn Light, Anne Johnston and Rebecca Last. A strong effort was made to get the 
correct cultivar name for each plant and to provide enough information to enable buyers 
viewing the plant to make a purchase decision. The pricing of the plants was delegated to 
Gloria Sola, Anne Johnston and Rebecca Last, while some special offerings such as the 
miniature hostas from Ann Frederking came with suggested prices. (After the sale, the OHS 
pricing list was updated for future sales by Gloria Sola and Sheila Burvill.) 

There were two special gardens where several choice plants were obtained. One was the 
offering of plants from the estate of the late Nathalie Chaly which was coordinated by Jennifer 
Mix and Gloria Sola. The other was the rescuing of plants from the garden of Sue Chalmers by 
Blaine Marchand and Pat Russell, assisted in potting up by Cindy Lyon and Katja Gillmore. 
These plants were identified as special collections. 

In late April, there was a general lock-down in Ottawa and it became a concern as to how 
we might arrange the deliveries and pick-up of the plants. Tuula devised an arrangement 
whereby plant donors were to arrive at St Marks at a particular time slot up until midday on 
Saturday and then plant purchasers were given similar time slots to arrive and then pick up 
their plant purchases. All payments for plants had to be made online before the plants could 
be picked up. 

By the start of the sale, we had 230 different types of plants listed and priced ready for 
sale. In mid-May, because of the Covid restrictions, the pick-up date had to be moved to June 
5 which meant that plant donors had to look after their plants for an extended time. On May 
19 the website was made available for viewing and there were 153 people registered to be able 
to make purchases. On May 22 when the buying could start, the activity was fast and furious 
with purchases totaling $2400 in the first seven minutes of the sale. 

Jeff Blackadar took on the responsibility of managing the drop-off and pick-up at St 
Mark’s with a solid core of OHS volunteers. It was a long and hot day but the organization 
that had been put in place worked well. 
All plants had been paid for and there 
were just a few missing plants that had to 
be substituted for. The final sales net total 
after all expenses was $3028.34 which 
was just over our target of $3000. 

The conclusion was that the two 
online sales, “Falling for Plants” in the fall 
of 2020 and “Springing for Plants” in 
2021, could be considered as a success 
but these online sales required a more 
extended effort of a number of OHS 
members and those involved look forward 
to the spring of 2022 and the in-person 
way of holding plant sales.  

 
 

2021 SALES ACTIVITIES, continued. 

Right: Sale Wrap Up. 

Left to right: Rob Brandon, Margot 
Patterson, Cecilia Lee and Lori Gandy. 

 



Ottawa Horticultural Society   

 

  8
   

Program Committee Co-Convenors: (January to June) Sheila Carey and Kathryn Davis, 
(September to December) Katja Gillmore and Rebecca Last. 

 
It was another year of uncertainty and virtual meetings due to COVID. While many 

members missed meeting in person, the ability to book speakers from anywhere was a silver 
lining that the program committee took full advantage of!  

In January, we heard from renowned garden writer and researcher Robert Pavlis from 
southern Ontario. Robert walked us through some of the findings on his well-known Garden 
Myths blog (https://www.gardenmyths.com/). Among other myths busted, he demonstrated 
that slugs are completely unfazed by eggshells, and explained why putting large aggregate in 
the bottom of a pot is no substitute for drainage holes.  

In a special mid-February session, Master Gardener and OHS Board member Rebecca 
Last explained the basics of seed starting, including some basic vocabulary, essential and 
desirable equipment, and solutions to common problems. For example, keeping an oscillating 
fan going will help to prevent damping off from killing seedlings.  

Our main speaker for February was David Ward, who spoke to us from his home in 
Guelph about Ecology, Online Learning and Saving the World One Garden at a Time. It was a 
fascinating, meditative and thought-provoking talk that used historical family photos to show 
how our gardens and built landscapes have changed over the past half-century.  

Our March speaker, Lana Doss of The Fine Gardener, showed us how you don’t even need 
a garden to create a lush outdoor planted area. Her gorgeous photos of container plantings 
provided plenty of inspiration for the coming season!  

In April, Trish Murphy spoke to us about how to grow more butterflies by planting the 
right plants to nourish the caterpillars that become butterflies.  

Our regular May plant sale and auction was successfully held online this year, which 
meant OHS members got a bonus presentation this month. And what a bonus! Doug Tallamy, 
best-selling author and long-time professor in the Department of Entomology and Wildlife 
Ecology at the University of Delaware, spoke on the theme of Nature’s Best Hope. Over forty 
years, Prof. Tallamy has supervised hundreds of graduate students who have quantified 
which species provide the best resources for birds and the caterpillars that feed them. This 
data-driven approach to conservation was presented in an entertaining and accessible 
manner that is sure to inspire OHS members.  

In June we again took advantage of the virtual platform to hear from David Galbraith, 
head of science at Ontario’s Royal Botanical Gardens (RBG) in Burlington. He offered a deep-
dive into the surprisingly varied history of botanical gardens in Canada, including a site in 
Toronto that is now known as Queen’s Park, but that was once a botanical garden for the 
University of Toronto.  

Over the summer, the COVID situation continued to be worrisome so the OHS Board 
decided to continue virtual meetings for the balance of the year.  

Master Gardener and OHS Board member Rebecca Last made a second appearance in 
September to discuss ways of preserving the harvest. Rebecca and her husband make several 
hundred pots of jams and jellies each year. She also described other food preservation 
techniques, including drying herbs; dehydrating fruits and vegetables; cooking; vinegars; 
freezing; and curing.  

Traditionally, the OHS likes to bring in a big-name speaker to encourage membership 
renewals in October. This year our choice was Toronto-based Darryl Cheng, author of The 
New Plant Parent, who spoke on An Engineer’s Approach to Houseplant Care. Like Prof. 
Tallamy, Darryl takes a data-driven approach but, in this case, the data is applied to 
houseplants. Darryl wowed us with information about how to use a light meter, how to 
determine how much natural light plants are getting, and he showed us the extensive 
searchable database on his website where one can find about the light requirements of a wide 

2021 PROGRAM COMMITTEE REPORT 
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PLANT DISCOUNTS 

Thank you to the following companies for offering a 10% or more discount on regularly 
priced plants to our members. Please support them in turn by giving them your business. 
To get the discount, present your OHS membership card before starting your pur-
chases. Vendors are listed on the back of the card. All discounts are subject to change.  

Artistic Landscape Designs Ltd., 2079 Bank Place, Ottawa 613-733-8220  

Beaux Arbres Plantes Indigènes/Native Plants, 29 Ragged Chute Road, Bristol, QC (10% 
off purchases made at the nursery) 

Beyond the House, 144 Craig Street, Russell 613-445-5214 (The discount applies to live 
plants in the greenhouse and nursery at the garden centre only). Indoor houseplants are 
excluded. 

Budd Gardens Perennials, 2832 Innes Road, Ottawa 613-830-4326 

Green Thumb Garden Centre, 17 Tristan Court, Ottawa 613-228-0224 

Richard Inchley Ponds & Aquaria, 3964 Farmview Road, Kinburn 613-852-2466 

Rideau Woodland Ramble, 7210 Burritts Rapids Road, Merrickville 613-258-3797 

Whitehouse Perennials, 594 Rae Road, Almonte 613-256-3406 

array of plants. He also offered advice on watering plants in containers that lack drainage. 
The key is to apply no more water than about one-third of the volume of the container.  

We ended the year with an inspiring talk on Reimagining Cities by Kingston-based Master 
Gardener Joyce Hostyn. Joyce is also an adjunct professor at Queen's University who believes 
we can change ourselves, our organizations, and our cities by design. While humans have 
always shared our gardens, our cities, even our own bodies with other species, our approach 
to urban design tends to be very human-centric, which extracts a toll on both us and on other 
species. Joyce described her efforts to create tiny forests and miniature wild spaces, starting 
with her own front yard, and now in select areas around Kingston. It was an inspiring 
message for OHS members, who recently approved a policy statement on how and when to 
intervene in city planning issues so we can promote more and better quality green spaces in 
Ottawa. 

 

2021 PROGRAM COMMITTEE REPORT, continued 

THE SOCIETY VALUES THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF MEMBERS LIKE YOU… 

If you have suggestions or you want to become more involved in OHS activities, just con-

tact the convenor of the committee you are interested in, or the president. You will find a 

warm welcome. 

http://artisticlandscape.on.ca/
https://beauxarbres.ca/
http://beyondthehouse.ca/
http://www.buddgardens.com/
http://www.greenthumbgarden.ca/
http://www.pondsandaquaria.ca/
http://www.rideauwoodlandramble.com/
http://www.whitehouseperennials.com/


Ottawa Horticultural Society   

 

  10
   

Archives 
In November 2021, in co-operation with the City of Ottawa Archives, the OHS agreed to 
simplify the process to donate material to the Archives by making the agreement between 
them all-encompassing, covering past and future donations of archival material from the 
OHS. Sheila Burvill stepped down as Temporary Archivist. 
 
Facebook Group (https://www.facebook.com/groups/6012313849/) 
Administrators: Tuula Talvila, Cindy Lyon, Sandra Garland 

In the past year the OHS Facebook group has continued to grow, adding over 300 new 
members to a total of 1375 as of November 22, 2021. Cindy Lyon joined the administration 
team. With all of the OHS activities continuing to be virtual events, advertising to a wider 
audience via our Facebook group has been an important way of attracting attendees. 
Members of the group have continued to share plant information and photos from their 
gardens, as well as provide feedback after the monthly presentations. One challenge for 
administrators has been the increase in spam and people joining in order to post items 
unrelated to Ottawa horticulture. For the second year, the banner photo for the group page 
was the winner of the People’s Choice Award in the photo competition. This year it was Anne 
Johnston’s photo of a pasque flower. 

 
Grapevine Report 

Starting in mid-March 2020 when in-person activities became severely constrained, our 
online communications are more important than ever. We are very grateful to Jayne Huntley 
for her ongoing creation and distribution of the Grapevine, our electronic mail service; it 
served us very well this year in keeping members apprised of regular announcements and 
especially of the many changes necessitated by the pandemic. The Grapevine passed on vital 
information to us all and facilitated connecting to online activities quickly and directly. 

 
Newsletter Committee report 
Editor: Jamie Robertson. Publishing: Kat Bauer 

2021 was a strange year. The restrictions on many activities has meant that the OHS 
Newsletter is even more important to OHS members. We produced the usual four issues: 
March (44 pages), June (43 pages), September (35 pages) and December (46 pages).  

Designing for an online format has allowed us to use photos more lavishly (and in colour), 
to vary the size of each issue appropriately, to enable readers to use embedded links to 
navigate to other related sources of information, and to give members an overall more 
attractive product to read and enjoy. Credit for much of this goes to Kat Bauer whose 
professional expertise continues to benefit the OHS. Copy editing and proofreading are done 
by Lori Gandy and Tuula Talvila; their eagle eyes are essential to the overall quality of the 
newsletter. 

Being able to put out larger issues has meant that we can involve as many writers as want 
to contribute. In 2021, we published articles by 29 different writers; almost all of these are 
OHS members. We very much appreciate the involvement of the Ottawa Public Library who 
contributes content for “The Book Nook” feature. In this arrangement, the Collection 
Development staff at the Ottawa Public Library have specially selected a list of materials for 
OHS members. This list includes new titles added to the OPL collection. 
 
Publicity 
Co-convenors: Sheila Carey and Tuula Talvila 

In 2021, we began advertising our events in the newsletter of the Ottawa Bonsai Society. 
This came about as part of their offer to the OHS to take out a 
membership with them so that our members could access their 

2021 OHS ACTIVITIES 

...continued on page 11. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/6012313849/
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online presentations. We have recently added another 6 months to the agreement. Jayne 
Huntley was the one who organized the arrangement and Tuula Talvila submitted OHS 
notices to the Bonsai Society for their newsletter each month. 

 
Website (https://ottawahort.org/) 
Webmaster: Jayne Huntley 

The past year saw a major update to the website. It had been 8 years since the last update 
and the new version makes use of advances in WordPress, the platform the site is built on. 
Changes were made to the online membership process to allow for multi-year memberships, 
and the online payment system was switched from PayPal to Stripe. Thanks go to Jean Carr 
and Jeff Blackadar for their help in making the new site a reality. As activities continued to be 
virtual in 2021, the website again hosted Virtual Flower Shows and the Photo Competition. If 
you have any suggestions on things you would like to see on the website, please don't hesitate 
to contact Jayne Huntley at info@ottawahort.org. 

2021 OHS ACTIVITIES, continued from page 10 

2021 MEMBERS’ APPRECIATION AWARD  

KAT BAUER 

 
The Members’ Appreciation Award is approved by the board from nominations by 
members. The board discusses and votes on the nominations for the award. We appreciate 
the nominations submitted and these choices are not easy. Kathryn (Kat) Bauer is this year’s 
winner of the Members’ Appreciation Award. Kat joined the OHS only a few years ago. Her 
expertise was key to the re-launch of the OHS Newsletter. Her skill and experience have 
meant that the Newsletter is a professionally designed publication: it is bright, colourful, 
readable and exciting. There have been many appreciative and complimentary comments from 
the membership on the great-looking newsletter. Her commitment of time and her 
enthusiasm have been a major contribution to the OHS. 

 

2021 PRESIDENT’S AWARD  

JAYNE HUNTLEY 

 
I would like to recognize Jayne Huntley's outstanding service to the Ottawa Horticultural 
Society this year with the President's award. Jayne provides leadership, thoughtful advice and 
anticipates possible issues and opportunities for the Society well in advance. We are very 
lucky to have Jayne on the OHS board and she is a huge help to me. In addition, Jayne runs 
the Society's e-mail communication so members are aware of our meetings, newsletters and 
other events. She tracks questions for our online presentations and informs members when 
our videos are available. This all takes time on an on-going basis and Jayne has done this 
even when travelling. In 2021, she completed a large project to update the website that is 
paying dividends with a better experience for renewing members. It's wonderful working with 
you, Jayne, and we appreciate that you have continued to volunteer with the OHS. Thank you 
for your dedication to the Society.  
- Jeff Blackadar 

https://ottawahort.org/
https://ottawahort.org/
about:blank
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THE FORTY-YEAR CLUB 

Congratulations to the following members who have been with the OHS for 40 or more years. 
Their wealth of experience and knowledge continue to enrich the Society and encourage us all! 

Cecile Sanders, Judy Shedden, Marilyn Light, Dr. M. MacConail, and Ann and John Soar. 

 

LONG-SERVICE  
MEMBERS 

The OHS also congratulates 
these 2021 Milestone Members: 

 
10 years 

Gayle Ashby 
Jennifer Eastwood 
Julianne Labreche 

Susan and Tim Moore  
Carolyn and Dennis Sprott 

Helene Williams 
 
 

20 years  
Lynn Armstrong 

Robert and Laura Brandon 
Nancy Devonport 
Karen McClure 
Patricia Michel 

 
 

30 years 
Maureen Mark 

Loretta McDonald 
Dorothy (DJ) Smith 

A THOUGHT TO REMEMBER 

The Ottawa Horticultural Society is a registered, charitable, non-profit organization, and 
issues tax receipts. All cash gifts to the Society, such as donations, prizes, in memoriam 
bequests or trusts, or additions to any of its current trust funds, would be appreciated. Do-
nations help fund our community projects and presentations. 

OHS charity registration number: #13232 9335 RR 0001. 

http://www.greenthumbgarden.ca/
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2021 VOLUNTEERS  

Marjorie Allan 

Lynn Armstrong 

Jane Barton 

Kathryn (Kat) Bauer 

Rosalind Bennett 

Jeff Blackadar 

Graham Boocock 

Paul Boult 

Rob Brandon 

David Burroughs 

Sheila Burvill 

Sheila Carey 

Jean Carr 

Ryan Conrad 

Kathryn (Kate) Davis 

Alain Decelles 

Asia Dewar 

Carol Dixon 

Ann Frederking 

Lori Gandy 

Sandra Garland 

Isabelle Geraets-Rose 

Katja Gillmore 

Jennifer Mix 

Jim Montgomery 

Trish Murphy 

Kelly Noel 

Margot Patterson 

Josie Pazdzior 

Cathy Pearson 

Cindy Rattle 

Jamie Robertson 

Pat Russell 

Margaret Scratch 

Sarah Shapiro 

Dorothy (DJ) Smith  

Gloria Sola 

Sylvia Spasoff 

Carolyn Sprott 

Tuula Talvila 

Dorothy Tol 

Velta Tomsons 

Robb Wainwright 

Deborah Watt 

Helene Williams 

Roberta Woods 

Robin Woods 

Everything done by the Ottawa Horticultural Society is done by volunteers. We would like to 
thank and acknowledge the following members, all of whom helped out in 2021.  

Marilyn Hahn 

Helen McGuire Hogan 

Elaine Hoskins 

Jayne Huntley 

Anne Johnston 

Eric Jones 

Janet Kelly 

Kristin Kendall 

Julianne Labreche 

Rebecca Last 

Nora Lee 

Lori Lensch-Marcotte 

Marilyn Light 

Jane Lund 

Cindy Lyon 

Gillian Macdonnell 

Blaine Marchand 

Maureen Mark 

Jeanie Mark-Digiacomo 

Sharon McCue 

Nancy McDonald 

Johanne McGregor 

Ewan McRobbie 

The OHS would like to thank the following generous individuals for donations given between 
January 1, 2021, and December 31, 2021. Alice Alexander, Anne Alper, Jeff Blackadar, Paul 
Boult, Mireille Bouos, Gillian Boyd, Rob Brandon, Sheila Burvill, Shelia Carey, Lise Chislett, 
Lena Creedy, Kathryn Davis, Carol Dixon, John Dixon, Helena Dlab, Edythe Falconer, 
Kathleen Fischer, Harry Fischer, Alice Foerestel, Ann Frederking, F. Emilie Henkelman, 
Susanna Herczeg, Anne Johnston, Karin LaFramboise, Pat LeBlanc, Michel Leblanc, Nora 
Lee, Cindy Lyon, Blaine Marchand, Maureen Mark, Nancy McDonald, Johanne McGregor, Pat 
Michel, Peter Mix, Jennifer Mix, Louise Mortimer, Martha Musgrove, Robert Northwood, 
Maryna Nowosielski, Robin Ord, Ian Pringle, Louise Rowe, Margaret Scratch, Judith 
Shedden, Dorothy (DJ) Smith, John Soar, Gloria Sola, Sylvia Spasoff, Jean Stalker, Attila 
Szanto, Velta Tomsons, Henriette Watkins, Rebecca Webb, Drina Wethey, Robin Woods, 
Roberta Woods. 

2021 CASH DONORS 
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Every year a different specific postal code area is visited by the OHS garden awards 
committee members, who view front gardens from the street once during each of the three 
gardening seasons. We evaluate these gardens according to criteria based on overall design 
and plant materials, such as species variety, colour effects and condition of plants observed. 
The key element in the judging is the garden’s staying power throughout the season, from 
spring to fall, along with how well the gardener uses the space available. The creators of the 
front garden judged most outstanding all season are awarded the George L. Myles Trophy. 
Other special gardens which come close to a win in all three seasons may be recognized with 
honourable mention certificates. 

In 2021, the OHS garden awards committee searched throughout the postal code K1S to 
find outstanding gardens in the Glebe/Old Ottawa East/Old Ottawa South area, ending up 
with a winner and two honorable mentions. The choice was very difficult with all the gorgeous 
gardens in these neighbourhoods. However, these three gardens all had the Wow! factor that 
helps determine which addresses make the short list in the important first viewing round. 

Myles Trophy Winners: 82 Marlowe Avenue, Eileen and Greg Boyd.  
This imposing site directly facing Glengarry Road and with a steep slope rising from the 

sidewalk offered a challenge to our hard-working gardeners, who have created over the years 
an impressive mature garden fully planted with vines, trees, shrubs, perennials and annuals. 
A climbing hydrangea mounts the wall left of the window, and at both corners of the house 
panicle hydrangeas display huge blooms later in the season. Peonies, lilies, allium, yucca, 
liatris, phlox, zinnias, dahlias and many more perennials display their brilliant colour at 
various times through the seasons, against the background of variegated dogwood and 
euonymus, cedars and spruces. Even in November, perennial geranium ‘Rozanne’ made a 
patch of glorious purple.  

...continued on page 15. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 TRILLIUM AWARD and GEORGE L. MYLES TROPHY 

K1S POSTAL CODE 

Right: The winning garden  

(Photo by Josie Pazdzior) 
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IN MEMORIAM 

Bob Spasoff 

 

Longtime OHS member Sylvia Spasoff’s husband died on October 23 2021 after a brief illness. 
Bob was the person who built the wooden OHS sandwich board used to advertise sales. Bob 
taught epidemiology in the University of Ottawa medical faculty, was a lover of music, an 
amateur viola player and a handyman responsible for some of the hardscaping in Sylvia’s 
garden. The OHS joins Sylvia, their daughter Nicola, his canine companion Zephyr, and many 
friends and former students in mourning his death.  

Wayne Quan 

 

Wayne became a member of the OHS in 2014 when his wife Martha upgraded her 
membership to “Family” status. It might be said, therefore, that he contributed to the Society 
through his wife. A successful and admired therapist, he helped found and became managing 
editor of the Psychiatric Journal of the University of Ottawa and maintained his medical 
practice until 2019 when he retired. Tributes received after his sudden death testify to how 
much he was appreciated by his patients. The OHS offers its condolences to Martha and their 
family. 

2021 TRILLIUM AWARD continued 

Honorable Mention: 7 Charles Jackson Avenue, Donna and Ed Ogonek. Situated on a 
corner lot close to Commissioner’s Park, this garden has areas of sun and shade which have 
been developed thoughtfully with plant choices to suit the different conditions. A sunny strip 
between the sidewalk and a stone wall is a delight to behold, with sedums, woolly yarrow, 
donkey tail spurge, daylilies, Russian sage, iberis, creeping phlox and other colourful 
perennials. Above the stone wall, creeping thyme, cranesbill geranium, sedum ‘Angelina’, 
dianthus, lavender, etc. flow around a stepping stone path. Roses, hydrangeas, dwarf blue 
spruces and lilacs are key focal points in the overall design. On the shadier side, hostas, 
yews, and various ground covers create a refreshing cool green space. 

Honorable Mention: 197 Clemow Avenue, Dr. Christine Tanyan. This interesting garden is 
one you’d find hard to pass by without stopping to wonder at its many pieces of whimsical 
art: buddhas, turtles, birds, frogs and plant sculptures that are cleverly integrated into the 
garden. The stone hardscaping is exceptional, with large smooth gray boulders and river 
stone being major features, along with a stream complete with fisherman. The plants include 
a variety of well-trimmed dwarf conifers, Japanese maples, peonies, hakone grasses, lilies, 
rhododendrons, spirea hedges, a Camperdown elm, and lush containers of annual flowers 
and grasses. The increasing shade of tall trees on the street may challenge the gardener’s 
ingenuity, but the garden is adapting beautifully, keeping its appeal. 

The OHS Trillium Award judges in 2021 were Dorothy (DJ) Smith and Josie Pazdzior. 
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RULES GOVERNING OHS SHOWS 

1. Eligibility 
Exhibitors must be members in good standing of the Ottawa Horticultural Society, hereafter 
referred to as the OHS or “the Society”. 
2. Qualifications 
All Society members in good standing may compete in the Open classes. 

3. Entries 
All plants, flowers, fruits, or vegetables entered for competition in the Horticulture Division 
must have been grown by the exhibitor or been in the exhibitor’s possession for at least two 
months, except as noted in the show schedule. Plant material for the Special Exhibits and De-
sign classes can come from any source unless otherwise specified in the show schedule.  

In the Horticulture Division, up to three entries per class may be made by an exhibitor, 
providing each entry is of a different cultivar, variety, or species. The provision of containers is 
the responsibility of the exhibitor.  

Harmful or scarce/endangered or protected plants including those collected from the 

wild may not be entered. Any such entries including wild orchid, trillium, etc., will be 

disqualified. 

To promote the educational value of the show, the common, cultivar, and botanical names 
should be included whenever possible. Entries in the Design classes are not to have soil. 
Fresh plant material is usually in water or water-retaining material.  

4. Judging 
Classes may be split at the discretion of the show convenor.  

The judge’s decisions are final. The judge may withhold an award if, in their opinion, there are 
no entries of merit.  

5. Protests 
Protests can be made in writing to the Secretary of the Society no later than March 1, 2023.  

6. Trophies and Prizes  
Points toward trophies and prizes will be awarded on the basis of five for first, three for sec-
ond, and one for third place in a class unless noted otherwise in the show schedule. An addi-
tional five points are awarded for best in show classes. In the event of a tie for aggregate 

OHS 2022 SHOWS 

For 2022, the Shows Committee is planning for two shows which may be held in person or 
virtually. We are looking forward to many more exhibitors and entries.  

Plant Bucks will continue to be awarded to members who exhibit. Each entry registered in a 
show earns one Plant Buck which can be used in lieu of cash at OHS plant sales and the OHS 
plant auction for the following year. Plant Bucks earned in 2021 are valid for 2022 and 2023. 
Plant Bucks are not transferable. 

The revised Ontario Judging and Exhibiting Standards for Horticulture and Floral Design is 
available from the OHS Shows Committee for $10. Exhibitors are encouraged to review this 
guide. It provides explanation of the terms and specifications used in the show schedule, plus 
what judges are looking for. 
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awards, the exhibitor scoring the highest number of first-prize awards will be judged the  
winner. 

Prizes awarded on the basis of highest aggregate points will be awarded only to a member who 
has obtained eleven points in the Design or Special Exhibits Division. 

Cash prizes of $20 are derived from the Memorial Funds established by Arlene Gustafson, 
Shirley Beyer, R.J. Paynter, Helena Jacob, the Ottawa Floral Arts Group, and the Ottawa Hor-
ticultural Society. 

Unless otherwise specified, prizes for each show are presented at the Annual General Meeting. 

Tips for Exhibitors 

• Select specimens that are in good condition, with normal size, colour, and proportion.  

• All exhibits should be arranged attractively. Containers should be clean clear glass. 
Wilted or damaged plant parts should be removed. 

• Cut flowers are to be shown on long stems and where possible, with foliage. 

• Flowers, vegetables, and fruit specimens should be as uniform as possible. 

• If a bud is not open and not showing any colour, it does not count as a bloom. 

• Exhibits must contain the exact number of specimens as specified for the class. 

• African violets should contain only a single crown in a pot, unless otherwise specified. 

• Where size is specified for floral designs, measurements must not be exceeded in any 
direction (height, width, depth). 

• Common terms defined: 

 bloom: individual flower, one to a stem 

 cultivar: named cultivated varieties, e.g., Petunia “Sugar Daddy”, Peony “Festiva 
Maxima” 

 spray: the terminal flowering growth with multiple blooms/buds 

 stem or stalk: main plant structure carrying one or more flowers, buds, leaves, or 
fruit 

RULES GOVERNING OHS SHOWS, continued. 

Right: Entry in the Spring 2021 
Virtual Show: 

B.13.1 Trillium grandiflorum 

Maureen Mark: 1st prize 
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2022 SPRING FLOWER SHOW 
June 14, 2022 (Live or Virtual) 

Convenor: Maureen Mark, 613-521-4597, mmark@rogers.com 

Note that the Flower Show may be held in person or as a virtual event. A notice will be sent at 
least one month in advance through the Grapevine. 

Rules: 
1. See Rules Governing OHS Shows in the OHS Yearbook (Page 16) 
2. Plant Bucks will be issued for each eligible exhibit and will be valid for any OHS plant 

sale in 2023. 
 
In-Person Show Rules 
3. All show entries to be tabled between 6:30 pm and 7:30 pm 
4. To earn Plant Bucks, register entries with the Statistician, Jeanie Mark-Digiacomo 
 
Virtual Show Rules 
5. Exhibits must be photographed in 2022. 
6. Entries must be submitted by 7:00 pm June 14, 2022. 
7. Each entry is to be submitted by email to OHSvirtualshow@gmail.com with the Class 

number and description in the subject line. Each entry will include one photo, the name 
of the entry (e.g., name of the plant), and the name of the exhibitor. 

8. Each entry must be a single specimen unless otherwise specified. Except for Section C, 
the entry may be a photograph of the specimen in a container, or a close-up of the speci-
men with no other plant material in the photograph. 

9. Any entries not meeting the rules above will be disqualified. 
10. Should an exhibitor submit more than 3 entries in a class, only the last 3 received will be 

accepted The remainder will be disqualified. 

DIVISION 1: HORTICULTURE - OPEN 
Section A: Indoor Plants 
1. African violet 
2. Orchid 
3. Other blooming plant 
4. Foliage plant 
5. Cactus or succulent 
6. Passed through the generations; a 

plant handed down from a parent or 
grandparent 

Section B: Outdoor Ornamental Plants 
7. Single-petalled bloom on a stem (e.g., 

pansy, single tulip, dwarf iris, single 
peony) 

8. Multi-petalled bloom on a stem (e.g., 
double bloodroot) 

9. Spray of blooms showing at least two 
clusters of bloom (e.g., bleeding 
hearts) 

10. Spire of blooms (e.g., hyacinths, iris, 
delphinium) 

11. Ornamental foliage, one stem or 
branch 

12. Ornamental shrub or tree, at least one 
branch in bloom 

13. Blooming plant, whole plant including 
foliage (Virtual only) 

14. Foliage plant, whole plant (Virtual On-
ly) 

Section C: Native Plants (Virtual only) 
15. Trillium, single bloom 
16. Trillium, group of at least 3 blooms 
17. Sanguinaria, group of at least 3 

blooms 
18. Erythronium, at least one bloom 
19. Any other native plant in bloom 
20. Any native plant with interesting foli-

age 
Section D: Edibles – must be exhibited 

on a plate 
21. Leafy greens, 3 specimens of same 

cultivar 
22. Other vegetables, 3 specimens of 

same cultivar 
23. Berries or other small fruits, 3 speci-

mens of same cultivar 

mailto:OHSvirtualshow@gmail.com
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24. For the birds, photo of plant, variety 
name and purpose to be included in 
the entry (Virtual only) 

 
DIVISION II: HORTICULTURE – NOVICE 

(In-person only) 
Section E 
Note : Novices may also compete in open 

classes, without losing their novice 
status 

25. Any indoor plant 
26. Any outdoor plant, single bloom 
27. Any outdoor plant, one stem 
28. Ornamental branch, with or without 

bloom 
29. Any edible plant, 3 specimens 
 
DIVISION III : SPECIAL EXHIBITS 
Section F: Collections, must include a 

creative title for the entry 
30. Indoor garden, at least 3 plants in a 

container 
31. Rock garden planter, at least 3 alpine 

plants in a container 
32. Annual planter designed by the exhib-

itor with at least 3 kinds of annuals in 
a container 

33. Hanging basket designed by the ex-
hibitor with at least 3 kinds of plants 

34. Planter for the front door or balcony 
designed by the exhibitor 

35. Spring bulbs, at least 10 specimens of 
at least 3 kinds (garden photo or in a 
container), with variety names (e.g., 
tulips, daffodils, hyacinths) 

36. Mass planting, at least 3 plants of the 
same variety, excluding spring bulbs 
(Virtual only) 

 
Section G: Arts and Crafts  
37. Needlework depicting at least one 

bloom, must include title and short 
description of technique 

38. Painting or drawing of a horticultural 
subject, must include title and medi-
um used 

39. Poetry with a horticultural theme, 
must include title 

40. Sculpture of a horticultural subject, 
must include title and medium used 

 
DIVISION IV: DESIGN DIVISION (In-

person only) 
Theme: Climate Change 
See OJES for design style definitions 
 
Section H: Open 
41. Natural Disasters, a modern design 
42. Saving the Whales, an interpretative 

design incorporating plastic 
43. Turn off the Lights, a synergistic de-

sign 
44. Atmospheric River, a water viewing 

design 
45. Bee Friendly, a small design 
 
Section I: Novice 
46. Natural Disasters, a modern design 
47. Saving the Whales, an interpretative 

design incorporating plastic 
48. Bee Friendly, a small design 
 
SHOW AWARDS 
First place in each class will receive an 

additional $1 in Plant Bucks. 
 
A prize of $20 will be awarded to: 
• Best in Section 
• Highest aggregate in Division 
• Best in Show 

Above: Entry in the Spring 2021 Virtual 
Show: 

C.16.1 Rhubarb 

Kathryn Lindsay: 1st prize. 
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General Rules: 
1. See Rules Governing OHS Shows in the OHS Yearbook (Page 16) 
2. Plant Bucks will be issued for each eligible exhibit and will be valid for any OHS plant 

sale in 2023. 
 
In-Person Show Rules 
3. All show entries to be tabled between 6:30 pm and 7:30 pm 
4. To earn Plant Bucks, register entries with the Statistician, Jeanie Mark-Digiacomo 
 
Virtual Show Rules 
5. Exhibits must be photographed in 2022. 
6. Entries must be submitted by 7:00 pm September 27, 2022. 
7. Each entry is to be submitted by email to OHSvirtualshow@gmail.com with the Class 

number and description in the subject line. Each entry will include one photo, the name 
of the entry (e.g., name of the plant), and the name of the exhibitor. 

8. Each entry must be a single specimen unless otherwise specified. Except for Section B, 
the entry may be a photograph of the specimen in a container, or a close-up of the speci-
men with no other plant material in the photograph. 

9. Any entries not meeting the rules above will be disqualified. 
10. Should an exhibitor submit more than 3 entries in a class, only the last 3 received will be 

accepted. The remainder will be disqualified. 

2022 FALL SHOW 

September 27, 2022 (Live or Virtual) 

Convenor: Gillian Macdonnell, 613-730-3339, gmak3@bell.net  

Note that the Flower Show may be held in person or as a virtual event. A notice will be sent at 

least one month in advance through the Grapevine. 

DIVISION I: HORTICULTURE - OPEN 
Section A: Outdoor Ornamental Plants 
1. Single-petalled bloom on a stem (e.g., 

chrysanthemum) 
2. Multi-petalled bloom on a stem (e.g., 

dahlia) 
3. Spray of blooms showing at least two 

clusters of bloom (e.g., aster) 
4. Spire of blooms (e.g., loosestrife)  
5. Ornamental foliage, one stem or 

branch 
6. Ornamental shrub or tree, at least 

one branch in bloom 
7. Blooming plant, whole plant including 

foliage (Virtual only) 
8. Foliage plant, whole plant (Virtual On-

ly) 
9. Holiest hosta, 1 leaf 
10. Lacy leaf or leaves, showing decorative 

leaf-cutter damage 
 

Section B: Edibles (must be exhibited on 
a plate) 

11. Tomato, 3 specimens, one cultivar 
12. Tomato, 3 cultivars, one specimen of 

each 
13. Heritage fruit or vegetable, 1 specimen 
14. Any root vegetable, 3 specimens, one 

cultivar 
15. Any other vegetable, one cultivar 
16. Any berries or other small fruits, 3 

specimens, one cultivar 
17. Any other fruit, 2 specimens, one cul-

tivar 
18. Funky fruit or vegetable, 1 specimen 

unusual shape 
 
Section C: Collections 
All collections to be exhibited in one con-

tainer 
19. Collection of annual flowers, at least 3 

kinds, 2 stems or sprays of each 

mailto:OHSvirtualshow@gmail.com
mailto:gmak3@bell.net


21  Ottawa Horticultural Society 

 

20. Collection of perennial flowers, at 
least 3 kinds, 2 stems or sprays of 
each 

21. Butterfly garden – collection of plants 
grown for the butterflies - named 

22. Collection of foliage, annual or peren-
nial, at least 3 kinds, one specimen of 
each 

23. Herb garden - collection of herbs, 
named 

 
DIVISION II: HORTICULTURE - NOVICE 

(In-Person Only) 
Section D 
24. Single-petalled bloom on a stem (e.g., 

chrysanthemum) 
25. Multi-petalled bloom on a stem (e.g., 

dahlia) 
26. Spray of blooms showing at least two 

clusters of bloom (e.g., aster) 
27. Spire of blooms (e.g., loosestrife) 
28. Any fruit or vegetable, 2 specimens 
 
DIVISION III: SPECIAL EXHIBITS  
Section E 
29. Dish garden – a miniature landscape 

in an open shallow container with at 
least 3 growing, established plants, 
maximum 46 cm (18”) in any dimen-
sion 

30. Trough garden – at least 3 growing 
established plants displayed in a hy-
pertufa container, maximum 61 cm x 
61 cm (24” x 24”) 

31. Harvest bounty – collection of fall fruit 
and vegetables displayed in a basket, 
maximum 61 cm x 61 cm (24” x 24”) 

Section F: Arts and Crafts  
32. Needlework depicting at least one 

bloom, must include title and short 
description of technique 

33. Painting or drawing of a horticultural 
subject, must include title and medi-
um used 

34. Poetry with a horticultural theme, 
must include title 

35. Sculpture of a horticultural subject, 
must include title and medium used 

DIVISION IV: DESIGN (In-person only) 
Theme: Touring North America 
See OJES for design style definitions 
 
Section G: Open 
36. Niagara Falls, a synergistic design 
37. Cirque de Soleil, a kinetic design 
38. Changing of the Guard, a parallel de-

sign 
39. Monterey Bay Aquarium, an underwa-

ter design 
40. Hollywood, an interpretative design 
 
Section H: Novice 
41. Changing of the Guard, a parallel de-

sign 
42. Monterey Bay Aquarium, an underwa-

ter design 
43. Hollywood, an interpretative design 
 
SHOW AWARDS 
First place in each class will receive an 

additional $1 in Plant Bucks. 
A prize of $20 will be awarded to: 
• Best in Section 
• Highest aggregate in Division 
• Best in Show 

Above: Entry in the Spring 2021 Virtual 
Show: 

B.8.4 Itoh Peony ‘Magical Mystery Tour’ 
Marilyn Light: 1st Prize 
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Classes 

1. “Macros” Extreme close-ups. Don’t forget the horticultural element. Location: Open 

2. “Up Close and Personal” Photos of your favourite or interesting flower(s). Location: 
Canada 

3. “Flora and Fauna” Images of animals (non-human mammals, insects, spiders, birds, 
etc) in a garden/flower. Don’t forget the horticultural element. Location: Open 

4. “Natural Beauty” Photos of plants/flowers that are native to the National Capital area. 
Could be from trees, flowering plants, fruits or vegetables. Location: National Capital 
region.  

5. “Aquatopia” Water features (natural or fabricated) in the garden/nature. Must include 
a horticultural element. Location: open.  

6. “The Garden in Motion” Photographer’s interpretation. Don’t forget the horticultural 
element. Location: open.  

7. “Voluptuous Vistas” Garden beds or large gardens. Location: Open 

Please read carefully as some changes have been made  

There are two components to the voting procedure: 

The Judge’s Choice will be judged by an external judge for first, second, and third place for 
the best images in each class. The overall winner will have a plaque of their winning image as 
a memento, will have their winning photograph appear on the cover of the 2023 yearbook and 
will receive a $25 prize. This prize is awarded each year for the image that, according to the 
judge, shows the greatest imaginative quality and technical excellence.  

A People’s Choice award, which will be judged by members for first, second, and third place 
in each class. The overall winner will receive a plaque of their winning image, a $25.00 prize 
and their photo will be featured on the OHS Facebook site. Voting for the People’s Choice will 
take place online as voted on by the members in November/December 2022.  

General Rules 

1. The competition is open to all members of the Ottawa Horticultural Society. 

2. A photograph may be entered only once. 

3. Photographs that were previously entered in the OHS photo competition cannot be en-
tered again.  

4. Each competitor can enter up to two images per class. 

5. Photographs will be judged on their horticultural merit (40%), their photographic impact 
(40%), and subject interest (20%).  

6. Entries may be emailed or post-mailed or dropped off to the convenor on a flash 
drive/memory stick to this address: 903 Elsett Dr, Ottawa, K1G 2S4. The convenor’s 
email address is: a.johnston.photo@gmailcom. Images must be submitted to the com-
petition’s co-ordinator, Anne Johnston, on or before Monday, October 31st, 2022. 
We cannot accept entries submitted after this date. 

Rules for Entries 

1. Entries must be submitted digitally (email or flash drive). If sent by email ensure the 
subject line is: 2022 OHS Photo Comp 

OHS 2022 PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 

Convenor: Anne Johnston, a.johnston.photo@gmail.com 

mailto:a.johnston.photo@gmail.com
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OHS 2022 PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION, continued. 

2. Please send your images at the largest resolution possible (after cropping). Do not send 
low quality images. Send your photos by email one at a time, if necessary. 

3. The image ratio (4x6, 8x10, etc.) is unrestricted. However, if your image is chosen to 
be either on the cover of the Yearbook or featured on the OHS Facebook page we may 
ask you if we can modify it to fit the allotted space.  

4. Please name each of your photo files this way:  

Class#_your name_subject 

Example: Class1_Anne Johnston_Echinacea 

It is not the convenor’s responsibility to rename your images. 
5. Make sure you submit your phone number with your entries in the text body of your 

email. If mailed/dropped off on a flash drive, include your name, email address and tele-
phone number in your envelope so we can contact you if we have questions. If you 
would like your flash drive mailed to you after the competition, please include a self-
addressed stamped envelope with sufficient postage.  

6. Unless you indicate otherwise, by entering the competition you agree that your name 
and images of your winning photos may be reproduced in the OHS yearbook, newsletter, 
and promotional material, displayed on the OHS website and/or Facebook page. You 
will be credited for your images. 

Plaques and monetary prizes will be awarded at the December AGM, where the winning pho-
tographs will be announced and shown. The winning images/photographers will appear on 
the Society’s website.  

OHS PLANT SALES 

OHS plant sales are important fundraisers that help pay for our activities and depend 
on the generous support of our members. Please keep the OHS in mind when you di-
vide your perennials in the spring and late summer. Also, come and meet people at the 
plant sales as a volunteer! 

Yearbook Sponsors 

Sponsors help to pay for publishing and mailing the yearbook, allowing us to continue 
to provide a high-quality printed copy to all members. If you know of anyone who might 
be interested in advertising in the yearbook, please e-mail the OHS. 
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President: Jeff Blackadar  
Vice President: Julianne Labreche 

Past President: Jayne Huntley 

Treasurer: Rob Brandon  

Secretary: Cindy Lyon 

Directors 2021-2022: Elaine Hoskins, Isabelle Geraets-Rose, Rebecca Last, Jayne Huntley 

Directors 2022-2023: Tina Liu, Kate Uffen, Rebecca Webb 

Hon. Life Directors: Sandy Parsons, Pat Russell, Judy Shedden, John Soar, Linda Temple 

Peer reviewers 2021-2022: Alain Decelles, Jim Montgomery 

OHS 2021-2022 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

2022 VIRTUAL BOARD MEETINGS 

 

OHS board meetings are held on the second Monday of each month, except when that day is a 

holiday, in which case the meeting is held on the second Tuesday. The meetings in 2022 are 

being held via Zoom, from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm. If you would like to attend, please contact the 

president. There are no board meetings in July, August or December. 

 

Dates: January 10; February 15 (Tuesday); March 14; April 11; May 9; June 13; September 12; 
October 11 (Tuesday); November 14. 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

Jeff Blackadar president@ottawahort.org  613-841-9263  

Rob Brandon  rob@laurabrandon.ca 613-237-1689 

Isabelle Geraets-Rose dr.isabelle.geraets.rose@gmail.com  613-521-8899 

Elaine Hoskins vehoski@gmail.com 613-722-3084 

Jayne Huntley jaynehuntley421@gmail.com  613-440-4670 

Rebecca Last  rebguenette@gmail.com                  613-820-4248 

Julianne Labreche  juliannelabreche@gmail.com               613-226-3809  

Tina Liu tina.liu@ncc-ccn.ca 613-404-1426 

Cindy Lyon clyon9395@gmail.com  613-884-1675 

Kate Uffen kateuffen@gmail.com  613-619-0983  

Rebecca Webb rebecca.lynne.w@gmail.com 514-570-8779  

mailto:president@ottawahort.org
mailto:rob@laurabrandon.ca
mailto:dr.isabelle.geraets.rose@gmail.com
mailto:vehoski@gmail.com
mailto:jaynehuntley421@gmail.com
mailto:rebguenette@gmail.com
mailto:juliannelabreche@gmail.com
mailto:tina.liu@ncc-ccn.ca
mailto:clyon9395@gmail.com
mailto:kateuffen@gmail.com
mailto:rebecca.lynne.w@gmail.com
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Archives  
Archivist: Sheila Burvill (temporary) 
(saburvill@sympatico.ca 613-232-9712) 

Audio-Visual 
Janet Kelly (kellyfamilyhome@hotmail.com 
613-277-6323) 

Chrysanthemum Sale 
Rob Brandon (rob@laurabrandon.ca 613-237-
1689) 

Community Planting 
Vacant 

Facebook 
Administrator: Tuula Talvila (tuula@ncf.ca 
613-724-2004) 

Finance  
Convenor: Gloria Sola 
(the.canadian.ecuadorian@gmail.com  
613-567-1929) 

Garden Competition (Trillium Award) 
Judges: Josie Pazdzior
(josie.pazdzior@outlook.com 613-233-7894) 
and Dorothy (DJ) Smith (613-225-3554) 

Garden Tours 
Vacant 

Grapevine 
Jayne Huntley (ohsgrapevine2@gmail.com  
613-440-4670) 

Membership 
Convenor: Dorothy (DJ) Smith (613-225-
3554) 

Newsletter  
Editor: Jamie Robertson 
(jamesrossrobertson@gmail.com 613-234-
9677) 

2021 COMMITTEES, CONVENORS AND CONTACTS 

Nominations 
Jayne Huntley (jaynehuntley421@gmail.com 
613-440-4670)  

Ottawa Regional Science Fair Awards 
Convenor: Lyse Morisset 
(lyse.morisset@sympatico.ca 613-234-6555) 

Photo Competition  
Convenor: Anne Johnston 
(a.johnston.photo@gmail.com  
613-739-9542) 

Program 
Co-convenors: Katja Gillmore 
(katja@rogers.com 613-890-7087) and Re-
becca Last (rebguenette@gmail.com 613-820
-4248)  

Publicity 
Co-convenors: Tuula Talvila (tuula@ncf.ca  
613-724-2004) and Sheila Carey 
(s_carey@rogers.com 613-237-1488)  

Refreshments  
Lynn Armstrong (lrmstrng@sympatico.ca 
613-567-1577) 

Shows  
Convenor: Lori Lensch-Marcotte 
(lorilensch22@gmail.com 819-770-5497) 

Volunteers 
Vacant 

Website 
Webmaster: Jayne Huntley 
(info@ottawahort.org 613-440-4670) 

Yearbook 
Temporary editor: Jeff Blackadar 
(president@ottawahort.org 613-299-8480) 

Ontario Horticultural Association (OHA) Convention  
 

Information about the convention of the Ontario Horticultural Association is at 
https://gardenontario.org/convention/ 

mailto:saburvill@sympatico.ca
mailto:kellyfamilyhome@hotmail.com
mailto:rob@laurabrandon.ca
mailto:tuula@ncf.ca
mailto:the.canadian.ecuadorian@gmail.comm
mailto:josie.pazdzior@gmail.com
mailto:ohsgrapevine2@gmail.com
mailto:jamesrossrobertson@gmail.com
mailto:jaynehuntley421@gmail.com
mailto:lyse.morisset@sympatico.ca
mailto:a.johnston.photo@gmail.comm
mailto:katja@rogers.com
mailto:rebguenette@gmail.com
mailto:tuula@ncf.ca
mailto:s_carey@rogers.com
mailto:lrmstrng@sympatico.ca
mailto:lorilensch22@gmail.com
mailto:info@ottawahort.orgg
mailto:president@ottawahort.org
https://gardenontario.org/convention/
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COMMUNICATIONS 

Current information on the OHS, as well as extensive resource material and links to other 
useful websites, are all located on our website at http://ottawahort.org/. We are always look-
ing for your photographs of plants and gardens for the website. Please send any ideas for the 
website to Jayne Huntley at info@ottawahort.org. Also, feel free to share gardening ideas in 
the OHS Facebook group https://www.facebook.com/groups/6012313849/.  

Members receive news and notices of upcoming meetings via The Grapevine, an electronic 
mail service operated by Jayne Huntley. Please send announcements for The Grapevine to 
ohsgrapevine2@gmail.com. 

The Society publishes a quarterly newsletter for its members. The online newsletter is located 
in the Members Only section of the OHS website at http://ottawahort.org/members-only/
newsletter/. Six months after it is published, the newsletter is posted on the public website. 

In January, highlights of the past year and plans for the coming year are published in a year-
book. It provides a convenient reference for show schedules and upcoming programs, and in-
cludes such information as a directory of the Society’s officers and convenors. The yearbook is 
distributed to all members in hard copy and an online version is available on the OHS website 
in the Members Only section of the Society’s website at https://ottawahort.org/members-
only/yearbook/. The online yearbook contains hyperlinks which can be clicked on to browse, 
open websites or create email messages. OHS members can click on any advertisement in the 
yearbook to go directly to the advertiser’s website.  

MEMBERSHIP 

The Society offers both individual and family memberships with family memberships covering 
two adults over 18 in the same household. One, two or three year memberships can be pur-
chased, fees being: for an individual $15 (base 1 year), $30 or $45; for a family $20 (base 1 
year), $40, or $60. The membership year runs from September 1 to August 31. A new mem-
bership paid after June 1 will cover the following membership year. The membership convenor 
is Dorothy (DJ) Smith, who can be contacted at 613-225-3554 or at monthly meetings.  

 

 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 8921 
Ottawa, ON 
K1G 3J2 

 
Meeting Location: 
Tom Brown Arena 
141 Bayview Road 
Ottawa, ON 
613-798-8885 

 
Internet: 
ottawahort.org 
Email: info@ottawahort.org 

http://ottawahort.org/
mailto:info@ottawahort.orgg
https://www.facebook.com/groups/6012313849/
mailto:ohsgrapevine2@gmail.com
http://ottawahort.org/members-only/newsletter/
http://ottawahort.org/members-only/newsletter/
https://ottawahort.org/members-only/yearbook/
https://ottawahort.org/members-only/yearbook/
mailto:info@ottawahort.org
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