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The mission of the Ottawa Horticultural Society is to cultivate an interest in plants 
and gardening in order to create a beautiful community. 

 

ABOUT THE OHS 

The Ottawa Horticultural Society (OHS) is made up of amateur gardeners who come  
together to promote and encourage an interest in horticulture. The OHS organizes lectures, 
workshops, flower and plant shows and sales, garden tours, and exchanges of information 
among members. The society also sponsors a community planting program and a special 
award for front yard gardens as a contribution to the beautification of Ottawa. There are 
many opportunities to contribute as a volunteer. 

The society has a long history, dating back to the late 1800's.  While there were garden  
societies in the city before then, it wasn't until the autumn of 1892 that a group of  
local plant enthusiasts met at City Hall to plan the launch of a Horticultural Society. The 
inaugural meeting was held on January 17, 1893, with some 30 gentlemen present to listen 
to a lecture on the newest and best horticultural techniques. More information on the histo-
ry of the OHS is available on the society’s website. We are incorporated under the Ontario 
Agricultural and Horticultural Organizations Act and belong to District 2 of the Ontario Horti-
cultural Association (OHA). At the end of 2020, there were over 275 members in the OHS.  

Meetings are scheduled for the fourth Tuesday of each month, except June (second Tues-
day), July and August (no meetings), and December (date varies). The meetings take place at 
the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview Road (at Scott), and begin at 7:30 pm. They are free and 
the public is welcome. 

Please see page 30 for a map of the location. 

Front cover: Peony. Our gorgeous cover photo won the Photographic Stores, Ltd., Tro-
phy, and the 2020 OHS Photo Competition. It was taken by Anne Johnston and entered in 
Class 1: Macros. Congratulations, Anne! 

PATRON 
To be announced. 

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
His Worship the Mayor of Ottawa, Jim Watson  

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS 

Mr. and Mrs. Russell Gomme, Ann and John Soar, Marilyn Light, Judy Shedden,  
Sheila Burvill, Cecile Sanders, Gloria Sola, Jennifer Mix   
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INTRODUCTION 
 

 

The Ottawa Horticultural Society’s (OHS) yearbook has two functions: to record the current 
year’s activities and to provide members with useful information about the coming year’s 
plans. 

2020 obviously presented unique challenges to the OHS. Starting in mid-March, when the 
COVID-19 pandemic struck our country, it quickly became apparent that the Board would 

have to work out new ways of doing everything. Communications would assume a more vital 

role than ever, given that our monthly public information programs had to be curtailed. Many 

of our committees were unable to carry out their usual work, and our fund-raising events 

needed to avoid gatherings of people.  

This yearbook has been designed to record our successes in coping with the challenge of 

COVID-19 as well as continuing to provide members with the information they will need go-

ing forward into 2021. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The Society is indebted to its officers, directors, convenors, and its many other members who 

give so generously of their time and ability to ensure that the Society continues to be a useful 

and interesting component of Ottawa life. 

Businesses, organizations, and individuals have contributed in different ways to the work  

of the Society. The Society expresses its thanks for the assistance given by the following: the 

Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food, and Rural Affairs; the City of Ottawa; and Katari Imag-

ing.  

The Society also acknowledges the continuing support of those individuals and businesses 

that have donated special prizes and gift certificates as indicated in the show schedules. 

We also wish to thank the businesses advertising in the 2021 yearbook: Artistic Landscape 

Designs, Ltd.; Beaux Arbres Native Plants; Beyond the House; Greely Sand & Gravel; Green 

Thumb Garden Centre; Milliken Landscaping Garden Centre; Rideau Woodland Ramble; and 

Ritchie Feed & Seed. 

Please see page 11 for a full list of the businesses that offer discounts to OHS members.  

THE SOCIETY VALUES THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF MEMBERS LIKE YOU… 

If you have suggestions or you want to become more involved in OHS activities, just call 

the convenor of the committee you are interested in. You will find a warm welcome. 

http://artisticlandscape.on.ca/
http://artisticlandscape.on.ca/
http://www.beauxarbres.ca
http://beyondthehouse.ca/floral/everyday/
https://greelysand.com
http://www.greenthumbgarden.ca/
https://millikengardencentre.ca/
http://www.rideauwoodlandramble.com/
http://www.Ritchiefeed.com
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

While 2020 was a year of great disruption, the OHS continued many of its activities. Our live 

meetings in January and February were well attended and it was enjoyable to be together, 

with tea and cookies hosted by Lynn Armstrong and Cindy Rattle. 

The OHS board looked ahead in early March with concern. We canceled in-person events in 

March to protect our members and do our part to reduce the spread of COVID-19. Our public 

planting projects did not proceed and we postponed in-person garden tours. 

However, we did not only cancel events, we also adapted. The board switched to online meet-

ings; we started video garden tours; and Kate Davis and Sheila Carey of our program commit-

tee launched speaker presentations on YouTube, at first pre-recorded (Amber Tiede's) and 

then live.  

Paul Sokoloff presented the first OHS live event and practised with us to iron out details. We 

continued with Paul Zammit and Edythe Falconer, winning fans of these talks even from out-

side of Ottawa. The presentations have engaged our members and I appreciate everyone's 

membership renewal. 

Thank you to Kate, Sheila C., Jayne Huntley and Tuula Talvila for your work to launch OHS 

live presentations on YouTube.  

One of our main sources of funds is plant sales, but we had to cancel all of our spring sales. 

Fortunately, Tuula reimagined a plant sale using the 32auctions app. Thank you to Tuula, 

Rob Brandon, Anne Johnston and Marilyn Light for your work setting this up, processing 

payments and organizing plant distribution. Thanks, too, to the volunteers and plant donors! 

The fundraiser was wildly successful. 

This year, online communication was even more important than usual and Jayne Huntley 

continued her dedicated work as OHS webmaster and Grapevine editor. Jayne moved the 

Grapevine to MailChimp in order to make e-mail delivery more reliable. On October 13, the 

OHS learned that the company that hosts our website would cease operation on December 

31. Within days of the notice, Jayne moved the website to Reclaim Hosting. 

We were also advised on October 13 that Tom Brown arena, our location for general meetings, 

would become a city respite centre for people without shelter. The OHS audio-visual equip-

ment and meeting supplies stored at Tom Brown were moved to the storage locker. 

We adapted further to hold our annual general meeting (AGM) as an online meeting. Our soci-

ety moves into 2021 having renewed itself with the AGM. 

I am looking forward to reading this edition of the yearbook, edited by Helene Williams, and 

the upcoming newsletters edited by Jamie Robertson and produced by Kathryn Bauer. Both 

of our OHS publications are particularly important at this time of quarantine. I’m sure our 
entire membership appreciates the work that goes into producing the yearbook and newslet-

ter. 

Thank you for your support of the Ottawa Horticultural Society. Best wishes to you for good 

health and good growing ahead. 

— Jeff Blackadar 



3  Ottawa Horticultural Society 

 

OHS 2021 SPEAKER PROGRAM AND EVENTS 

 

During this time of COVID-19 restrictions, the Society is pleased to present the following 
webinars and activities this year in lieu of in-person meetings. Presentations are live-streamed 
on the OHS YouTube channel and are open to the public. 

Please see http://ottawahort.org/events/ for any updates to these events and stay tuned for 
details about the fall program in the Grapevine. 

January 26—Garden Myths—Robert Pavlis 

February 16, 7:30 to 9 pm—All From a Little Seed—Rebecca Last 

https://ottawahort.org/events/all-from-a-little-seed-online-presentation/  
Join Master Gardener Rebecca Last for this presentation all about SEX -- plant sex, that is, 
and how home gardeners can save money, have fun and breed new varieties by starting their 
own seeds. We begin with a discussion of why gardeners might want to start plants from seed. 
Then we introduce the lexicon for seed starting and discuss the importance of documentation. 
We talk about sources of seeds, and viability. Then we discuss equipment and supplies for 
seed-starting, which seeds to start where and when (indoors vs. outdoors). There are tips for 
getting a head-start on your seed-starting, and we finish with trouble-shooting tips and the 
basics of hardening off. 

February 23, 7:30 to 9 pm—Ecology, On-line Learning and Saving the World One Garden 
at a Time—David Ward 

https://ottawahort.org/events/ecology-on-line-learning-and-saving-the-world-one-garden-at-
a-time/  

Please join David Ward and witness his sincere, open lecture style as he comments on our 
individual journeys of lifelong learning, adventure, and anything else his heart feels compelled 
to share. An award-winning author of two critically-acclaimed books, and a winner of the 
Charles E. Pascal Award for Excellence in Teaching, David is pleased to share his long and 
varied history of working in horticulture, with learners at the University of Guelph. 

March 23, 7:30 to 9 pm—No yard, No problem—Lana Doss 

https://ottawahort.org/events/no-yard-no-problem/  

Join Lana Doss of The Fine Gardener as she guides us through creating interesting small 
spaces outside. Whether you have a balcony, deck or patio, there are infinite ways to grow a 
lush oasis without a yard. 

April 27, 7:30 to 9 pm—Growing More Butterflies—Trish Murphy 

https://ottawahort.org/events/growing-more-butterflies-2/ 

Butterflies come from caterpillars and caterpillars can only eat very specific plants. To attract 
adult butterflies, a garden needs to have good nectar-producing plants to feed the adults and, 
just as importantly, the specific native host plants for the next generation.  Speaker Trish 
Murphy will look at some of the diverse species of Milkweeds that attract Monarch and some 
other garden-worthy wildflowers that nurture local butterflies, as caterpillars and as adults. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMkJSn2gaoejcGCdzK6xRWg
http://ottawahort.org/events/
https://ottawahort.org/events/all-from-a-little-seed-online-presentation/
https://ottawahort.org/events/ecology-on-line-learning-and-saving-the-world-one-garden-at-a-time/
https://ottawahort.org/events/ecology-on-line-learning-and-saving-the-world-one-garden-at-a-time/
https://ottawahort.org/events/no-yard-no-problem/
https://ottawahort.org/events/growing-more-butterflies-2/
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May 22-25—Springing for Plants: OHS Spring Plant Sale  

The OHS spring sale will use a web-based sale platform similar to the 2020 fall sale. It will be 
combined with the members’ Mums purchases, with all plants to be picked up on Saturday 
May 29. More details will be provided in the Grapevine and on the OHS website.  

May 25, 7:30 to 9 pm—Nature’s Best Hope—Doug Tallamy  

https://ottawahort.org/events/natures-best-hope/ 

Recent headlines about global insect declines and three billion fewer birds in North America 
are a bleak reality check about how ineffective our current landscape designs have been at 
sustaining the plants and animals that sustain us.  Such losses are not an option if we wish 
to continue our current standard of living on Planet Earth. The good news is that none of this 
is inevitable.  Professor and author Doug Tallamy will discuss simple steps that each of us 
can- and must- take to reverse declining biodiversity and will explain why we, ourselves, are 
nature’s best hope. 

June 4, 7:00 pm—Deadline for submissions to the Spring Virtual Show 

June 15, 7:30 to 9 pm—Development of Early Botanical Gardens in Canada—David Gal-
braith 

https://ottawahort.org/events/development-of-early-botanical-gardens-in-canada/ 

David Galbraith has been the head of science at Ontario’s Royal Botanical Gardens (RBG) 
since 2006. He joined RBG in 1995 to help link botanical gardens across Canada around 
plant conservation projects. He is responsible for staff in RBG’s herbarium, library, archives, 
and plant taxonomy. He has become interested in the histories of botanical gardens as educa-
tional and research centres as well as in their cultural origins.  

September 7, 7:00 pm—Deadline for submissions to the Fall Virtual Show 

September 21, 7:30 to 9 pm—Preserving the Harvest—Rebecca Last 

This talk and demonstration describes ways to preserve the harvest and  
covers drying (drying herbs, dehydration of fruits and vegetables); cooking; canning (preserves 
– jams, jellies, chutneys); vinegars; freezing; and curing.  

October 31—Deadline for submissions to the OHS Photography Competition  

Note: More details about the fall program will be published in the Grapevine as they become 
available. 

OHS 2021 SPEAKER PROGRAM AND EVENTS, cont. 

OHA District 2 Photo Competion 

Please visit the following website for details:  

D22021PhotoCompetition.pdf (manotickhorticulturalsociety.com) 

https://ottawahort.org/
https://ottawahort.org/events/natures-best-hope/
https://ottawahort.org/events/development-of-early-botanical-gardens-in-canada/
http://manotickhorticulturalsociety.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/D22021PhotoCompetition.pdf


5  Ottawa Horticultural Society 

 

Facebook Group (https://www.facebook.com/groups/6012313849/) 

Administrator: Tuula Talvila 

Additional Administrators and Moderators: Sandra Garland and Deborah McPhedran 

Moments after Paul Zammit’s online presentation ended on October 27, 2020, the OHS Face-
book group welcomed its 1,000th member! As of November 5, 2020, membership stood at 
1,009, an increase of about 350 people since this time last year. Although we might have ex-
pected an uptick in membership when COVID-19 arrived in Ottawa and people turned to their 
computers for activities, such was not exactly the case. Instead, membership increased stead-
ily throughout the year, just at a faster pace than in previous years, and with two notable in-
creases in mid-August and mid-September. 

What can Facebook tell us about who belongs to our group? With eight countries represented 
outside of Canada and the United States, the “most distant” prize goes to members who live in 
Japan and Uzbekistan (one each). While the overwhelming majority of members live in the  
Ottawa-Gatineau area (85%), obviously most of those 800+ people are not paid members of 
the OHS. Therefore, we periodically encourage people to take out a membership and we pro-
vide them with a link to the OHS website’s membership page. The age group with the most 
members is the 35-44 year range, at about 22% of the total membership.  

Most importantly though, the members of the OHS Facebook group are people who love 
plants! They are people who like to share photos of their own gardens and plants, and share 
information that other gardeners would find interesting, useful and often funny. They are peo-
ple seeking advice and help for their gardening problems. It is a platform for us to advertise 
our Society’s events to a wider audience, with event listings easily shared with other groups, 
something especially important now that our events are being delivered online. 

Grapevine Report 

Starting in mid-March 2020 when in-person activities became severely constrained, our 
online communications became more important than ever. We are very grateful to Jayne 
Huntley for her ongoing creation and distribution of the Grapevine, our electronic mail ser-
vice; it served us very well this year in keeping members apprised of regular announcements 
and especially of the many changes necessitated by the pandemic. The Grapevine passed on 
vital information to us all and facilitated connecting to online activities quickly and directly. 

Program Delivery Report 2020  

Co-leads: Sheila Carey and Kate Davis 

As we know, 2020 was a challenging year all round.  The OHS had an interesting and varied 
program planned and the year got off to a good start with Emma Terrell, the Urban Botanist, 
speaking about terrariums (73 attending). In February, Paul Sokoloff gave an entertaining and 
informative presentation on botanicals and drinks (91 attending).  With COVID-19 entering 
the picture, the program committee had to switch direction and coordinate with speakers to 
deliver presentations in different ways.  In March, Mary Ann Van Berlo provided a PowerPoint 
presentation with voice-over on garden planning.  There was no April presentation and the 
auction was postponed, but at the beginning of June, Amber Tiede provided a garden walk-
through and instructive video on flower arrangement. Both presentations were on You Tube 
and received a significant number of views. 

2020 OHS ACTIVITIES 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/6012313849/
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Over the summer, the Program Committee and the Board discussed different ways to manage 
the program, as it became clear that there would be no in-person meetings for the near fu-
ture. After investigation, it was decided to deliver presentations live over YouTube, with Paul 
Sokoloff agreeing to fill in and make a return visit in September to speak about Arctic flora 
(265 views). Online presentations became the norm for the foreseeable future, with popular 
speaker Paul Zammit delivering an October presentation called “The Soul of the Garden” (737 
views), and our own Edythe Falconer presenting on resilient gardening for unpredictable and 
extreme weather (‘Come hell or high water!’ – 55 views). These presentations also received a 
significant number of views after the fact. It is clear that on-line events have reached a wider 
audience than the regular OHS meetings. 

Seed Swap 

Coordinator: Tuula Talvila 

Our 5th annual Seed Swap was held as usual at the February meeting – who knew at the time 
that it would be the last in-person meeting for the year?! Thank you to Denise Kennedy and 
Dorothy Tol for staffing the tables before, during, and after the meeting, and organizing all the 
seed packets. There was a good selection of seeds and lots of participation, including strong 
interest in native plant seeds, many of which were provided by Berit Erickson of the Corner 
Pollinator Garden. The Seed Swap is always a good balm for the February blahs, when we can 
cast a hopeful eye towards the spring. 

Shows Committee  

Committee:  Maureen Mark (chair), Jeanie Mark-Di Giacomo, Gillian Macdonnell, Lori 
Lensch-Marcotte 

Two shows were planned for 2020, with one in the spring scheduled for June 9. We waited 
with bated breath to see how COVID-19 was going to unfold. By early May, it was clear that 
gatherings would be ill-advised for the remainder of spring. We made tentative plans for a 
larger fall show and contingency plans for a virtual show so the schedule for a virtual show 
was posted on the website in August. By the deadline of September 11, five exhibitors submit-
ted 31 entries. On September 20, members were invited to vote for best entry in each class 
and best entry for the entire show. The best in show was the Harvest Basket exhibited by Lori 
Ray with 25 votes out of the 32 votes cast. Congratulations Lori! 
For 2021, the Shows Committee is planning for two virtual shows. We are looking forward to 
many more exhibitors and entries. Plant bucks will continue to be awarded. 

Website (https://ottawahort.org/) 

Webmaster: Jayne Huntley 

While there were no major structural changes to the website in 2020, the move to more on-
line activities in response to the COVID-19 restrictions brought out the creativity and ingenui-
ty of members. The OHS created its own You Tube Channel to house presentations and also a 
virtual garden tour. Jeff Blackadar was instrumental in setting up the livestreaming of 
presentations starting in the fall. The website also hosted the Virtual Flower Show and set up 
remote voting thanks to Maureen Mark and the Shows Committee. This model was then used 
as the basis for the photo competition.   

If you have any suggestions for things you would like to see on the website, please don't hesi-
tate to contact Jayne Huntley at info@ottawahort.org. 

2020 OHS ACTIVITIES, cont. 

https://ottawahort.org/
https://ottawahort.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMkJSn2gaoejcGCdzK6xRWg
mailto:info@ottawahort.org
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One of the highlights of the 2019-2020 year for the Ottawa Horticultural Society was the re-
turn of its newsletter. In a year that was turned upside down by Covid-19, the newsletter rep-
resented a benefit to members, and an opportunity to exchange information and advice, as 
well as to read about the experiences of fellow gardeners. 

The OHS seems to have had a newsletter as far back as 1973. It was originally called Garden 
News. From 1977 onwards, it was published on a regular basis, but its frequency varied from 
one to five issues per year. In 2018 when the existing editors retired, the board of directors 
took the opportunity to canvass OHS members through a survey, which was conducted in 
May 2018. The findings indicated that there was general satisfaction with and support for a 
newsletter. It was decided to explore different publication formats and to try to recruit a new 
editorial team. 

Printed newsletters are increasingly expensive to produce and distribute, with printing and 
postage costs ever increasing. Efforts had been made by the OHS to restrict costs, for instance 
by encouraging members to receive the newsletter electronically, rather than by mail, and by 
only printing photographs in black and white while offering them in colour on the website. 
Many organizations now circulate their newsletter by email – although most newsletters are 
still essentially print publications in their format. 

Following discussions, a new team was put in place for the OHS Newsletter, led by James 
Robertson. It was decided that it would be exclusively a digital publication. This would remove 
restrictions on the number of pages, and allow for greater use of hyperlinks. It would facilitate 
distribution by removing the time and expense of mailing copies.  

While there was an emerging sense of what form the new newsletter should take, things re-
mained theoretical until a new member, Kat Bauer, came forward and offered to help. She is a 
graphic designer, with experience in desktop publishing, and was able to translate the ideas 
into reality. The resulting newsletter is a clean and fresh-looking publication, enhanced by 
many colourful images.  

Of course, content is key to any publication, and a number of OHS members – and a few non-
members – have come forward and written articles for the newsletter. Staff at the Ottawa Pub-
lic Library agreed to provide a regular list of new and relevant titles from the Library’s collec-
tions. Tuula Talvila and Lori Gandy volunteered to do the time-consuming and detailed work 
of editing and proof-reading. 

The revitalized newsletter made its debut in December 2019 – at the Annual General Meeting 
and Pot-luck Dinner. It is published on a quarterly basis – March, June, September and De-
cember – with an extra issue in April 2020 devoted to a series of articles about OHS members 
and others giving back to the community by helping with various church, school and other 
public gardens.  

Response to the revived Newsletter has been positive. OHS members are encouraged to con-
tribute articles, or otherwise get involved with the newsletter.  

 
— Jamie Robertson 

REVITALIZING THE OHS NEWSLETTER 
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In 2019, we received a total of 106 images submitted by 13 photographers in seven classes 
(Macros, Up Close and Personal, Flora and Fauna, Shadow Dancing, Succulent Succulents, 
Noir et Blanc and Voluptuous Vistas). The number of entries submitted per class per partici-
pant was reduced from three to two. Even with this reduction, we received a high number of 
entries. The convenor had the photographs printed at a local shop so members could view the 
images and vote for their favourites at the December AGM. This year weather cooperated and 
the AGM was well attended. Members completed 48 ballots which was a new record.  

The winning photographs were revealed at the January 2020 meeting. The external judge in 
2019 was, once again, Mark Dalpé. Mark is a sales associate at Vistek Canada and is an avid 
and accomplished photographer. He received an honorarium of $65 for his efforts. 

The winning photographs were posted on the OHS Web site in the Members Only section at: 
http://ottawahort.org/2019-photo-competition-winners/ 

The winner of Judge’s Choice/Photography Store Ltd. Trophy was Tuula Talvila for her “Dill 
Shadow” submitted in Class 4. This is the first big win for Tuula. She was awarded a $25 
prize and an 8” x 10” plaque of her image. Her name was also added to the Photographic Store 
Ltd trophy and her photograph was featured on the cover of the 2020 yearbook.  

The People’s Choice Award was won by Katja Gillmore for her Class 2 submission of a Pitcher 
Plant. This is the second year Katja has won this award. She received a $25 prize and an 8” x 
10” plaque of her image. 

2019 PHOTO COMPETITION REPORT 

Convenor: Anne Johnston, a.johnston.photo@gmail.com  

http://ottawahort.org/2019-photo-competition-winners/
mailto:a.johnston.photo@gmail.com
http://beyondthehouse.ca/
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 2020 PHOTO COMPETITION REPORT 

Convenor: Anne Johnston, a.johnston.photo@gmail.com  

In 2020, we received a total of 125 images submitted by 12 photographers in seven classes 
(Macros, Up Close and Personal, Flora and Fauna, A Place to Sit, Take a Walk on the Wild 
Side, Special F/X and Voluptuous Vistas). The number of entries submitted per class per par-
ticipant was maintained at two.  

Because of COVID-19 restrictions, members voted online for the People’s Choice using a the 
Google Forms template originally designed for the online Flower Show. Voting took place start-
ing Tuesday November 24th and ending Thursday December 10. Members completed up to 66 
ballots which was a new record. The convenor received positive remarks with this new format. 
Many enjoyed having more time to view the images and it also allowed members who do not 
usually attend the AGM a chance to view and to vote for their favourite images. The ballots 
were automatically tabulated for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place making the rest of the calculations in 
Excel very easy. From the positive feedback and the number of ballots that were completed, 
we should consider keeping this platform for the People’s Choice voting. 
The winning photographs were revealed in the Grapevine announcement. The external judge 
in 2020 was, once again, Mark Dalpé. Mark is a sales associate at Vistek Canada and is an 
avid and accomplished photographer. He received an honorarium of $65 for his efforts. 

The winning photographs were posted on the OHS Web site in the Members Only section at: 
http://ottawahort.org/2020-photo-competition-winners/ 

The winner of Judge’s Choice/Photography Store Ltd. Trophy was Anne Johnston for her Pop-
py image submitted in Class 1. Her photograph is featured on the cover of this yearbook.  

The People’s Choice Award was won by Anne Johnston for her Class 1 submission of a Pulsa-
tilla vulgaris (Pasque Flower) seed head. Her photograph will be featured on the OHS Face-
book site. 

Special thanks to Maureen Mark who developed the Google Forms platform and to Jayne 

Huntley who added the photos in Google Forms.   

OHA Convention—July 16-18, 2021 

Hosted by District 10 

The OHA Convention is being held in London this year. For more information, visit 
https://gardenontario.org/convention/  

Schedules for the 2021 Convention are now being posted in pdf format as they become 
available. Please make sure you have the final version as revisions occur as needed. 

 Arts  

 Creative Writing 

 Flower Show 

 Photography Competition and Release & Permission Form (to submit with entry) 

 Youth and entry form 

mailto:a.johnston.photo@gmail.com
http://ottawahort.org/2020-photo-competition-winners/
https://gardenontario.org/convention/
https://gardenontario.org/wp-content/uploads/2021ConventionPhotographyCompetitionSchedule.pdf
https://gardenontario.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/release_photo-video-testimonial_form_Nov2017.pdf
https://gardenontario.org/wp-content/uploads/2021YouthCompetiton.pdf
https://gardenontario.org/wp-content/uploads/convention-youth-entry-sheet.pdf
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The three large OHS sales present significant fund-raising opportunities for the Society. But 
in 2020, the general lockdown in mid-March meant that we could not hold any of the usual 
sales planned by the OHS as they would draw people to them. This did not mean, however, 
that all fund-raising activity ceased. As you will read below, the Board successfully planned 
and carried out an online Auction and Plant Sale in September that has helped to alleviate 
any fund-raising shortfalls brought about by the pandemic. 

 

Falling for Plants: Online Auction and Plant Sale  

Organizers: Tuula Talvila and Rob Brandon 

Committee Members: Anne Johnston, Marilyn Light, Velta Tomsons  

At the beginning of March, before COVID-19 hit Ottawa, there was a meeting in the works to 
discuss how to implement some planned logistical changes to the annual Auction & Plant Sale 
which is typically held in May. By the end of March, all future OHS in-person events had been 
cancelled, including the Auction & Plant Sale. It was around that time that the idea of holding 
an online plant sale was first floated. 

The decision to go ahead with an online Auction & Plant Sale, to be held in early September, 
was made at the June OHS Board meeting and planning began immediately. There was a lot 
of work to do to get this experiment off the ground! The online auction website “32auctions” 
was selected based on a comparison with other online auction sites; it proved more favourable 
in terms of cost, functionality, and ease of use. Tuula Talvila headed up the overall organiza-
tion and OHS Treasurer Rob Brandon coordinated plant donations and all the financial ar-
rangements, keeping track of invoices and managing payments. Anne Johnston and Marilyn 
Light wrote most of the plant descriptions for the items available on the auction site and Anne 
prepared the individual pages for each item including photos. Velta Tomsoms helped with ad-
ministration and communications.  

One of the challenges of the process was deciding which items would be for auction, with 
online bidding open for the duration of the auction and sale, and which items would be of-
fered as “buy now” items, which could be purchased immediately. As an additional experi-
ment, Tuula contacted a variety of artists to solicit donations of garden-related art pieces, 
many of whom had recently taken part in the Bloomfest Garden Art Show and Sale held in 
July and August at Whitehouse Perennials. She also contacted vendors of the Ottawa Flower 
Market and had three local flower growers donate items. In total, there were twelve non-plant 
items on offer in the auction. Several of these donors have already offered to contribute again 
next year. 

Advertising for the event did not include the usual printed posters that in the past have been 
put up around the city. Instead, publicity was all electronic, either through email notices to 
other horticultural groups or on the web via Facebook and various online gardening event cal-
endars. 

As usual, OHS members were generous in donating and preparing plants for the auction and 
sale and we had a good number of plants in both the auction (51 plants) and “buy now” (78) 
sections. Everything was ready to go for September 3rd when the site went live. In the end, all 
that work paid off and as soon as the auction started, bids were placed and “buy now” items 
were snapped up extremely quickly. The site remained open for ten days; activity was high in 
the first couple of days, then there was a slow-down, followed by lots of sales and auction bid-
ding in the final day and hours. Indeed, some auction items had bidding wars going and bid-
ding was extended beyond the cut-off time. 

2020 SALES ACTIVITIES 
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Another of the challenges in organizing this event was how to go about collecting and distrib-
uting the plants and other items. We were able to rent the grassy space adjacent to the park-
ing lot at Tom Brown Arena and on the day after the auction closed, our group of volunteers 
set up the OHS canopy and some tables (in the rain, unfortunately). During the morning, do-
nated items were dropped off and in the afternoon buyers came to collect their items. It 
worked well and the vast majority of buyers had paid online through the auction website prior 
to coming to collect their goods. Everyone maintained their distance and wore masks, as re-
quired. 

After all the dust had settled, fees had been deducted, and payments had been collected, the 
net income from this first-time online auction and sale was $2958.49 ($3357 gross), well 
above our ambitious fundraising goal of $2500. This result is in line with the more successful 
of the live auctions held in the past. The auction website provides some statistics about par-
ticipants and sales and it was interesting to note that of the 91 people who registered to take 
part in the auction, 62 of those were active while the remaining 29 did not buy anything or 
place any bids. Of those 91 registrants, only 35 were OHS members! This was very valuable 
information as it confirms the fact that our publicity should continue to reach beyond the 
OHS membership. 

Thank-you to everyone who volunteered time or plants, and to everyone who bid on or bought 
plants and other items. We anticipate running a similar event in 2021 and look forward to an-
other successful online sale then. 

2020 SALES ACTIVITIES, cont. 

PLANT DISCOUNTS 

Thank you to the following companies for offering a 10% or more discount on regularly 
priced plants to our members. Please support them in turn by giving them your business. 
To get the discount, present your OHS membership card before starting your pur-
chases. Vendors are listed on the back of the card. All discounts are subject to change.  

Artistic Landscape Designs Ltd., 2079 Bank Place, Ottawa 613-733-8221  

Beaux Arbres Plantes Indigènes/Native Plants, 29 Ragged Chute Road, Bristol, QC 
(Purchases are now through prepaid orders with pick-up depots at locations in the city. If 
OHS members identify themselves when placing their orders, prepaid via e-transfer or 
credit card, the discount will apply. The farm is also open by appointment.) 

Beyond the House, 144 Craig Street, Russell 613-445-5214 (The discount applies to live 
plants in the greenhouse and nursery area (garden centre only). Indoor houseplants are 
excluded.)  

Budd Gardens Perennials, 2832 Innes Road, Ottawa 613-830-4326 

Green Thumb Garden Centre, 17 Tristan Court, Ottawa 613-228-0224 

Richard Inchley Ponds & Aquaria, 3964 Farmview Road, Kinburn 613-852-2466 

Rideau Woodland Ramble, 7210 Burritts Rapids Road, Merrickville 613-258-3797 

Whitehouse Perennials, 594 Rae Road, Almonte 613-256-3406 

 

See the OHS website for discounts with Bloomex online shipping.  

http://artisticlandscape.on.ca/
https://beauxarbres.ca/
http://beyondthehouse.ca/
http://www.buddgardens.com/
http://www.greenthumbgarden.ca/
http://www.pondsandaquaria.ca/
http://www.rideauwoodlandramble.com/
http://www.whitehouseperennials.com/
http://ottawahort.org/
https://bloomex.ca/
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2020 CASH DONORS 

The OHS would like to thank the following generous individuals for donations given be-

tween January 1, 2020, and September 30, 2020. 
 
Jeff Blackadar, Rob Brandon, Sheila Burvill, Alice Foerstel, Ann Frederking, Rebecca 
Last, DJ Smith, The Estate of Joseph Bryant ($1,000) 

THE FORTY-YEAR CLUB 

Congratulations to the following members who have been with the OHS for 40 or more years. 

Their wealth of experience and knowledge continue to enrich the Society and encourage us all!  

Cecile Sanders, Judy Shedden, Marilyn Light, Dr. M. MacConail, and John and Ann Soar 

LONG-SERVICE  
MEMBERS 

The OHS also congratulates 
these 2020 Milestone Members: 

10 years 

Sharon McCue 

Nancy McDonald 

Wilma McLaughlin 

Jim Montgomery 

Martha and Wayne Quan 

20 Years 

Jeff and Christine Blackadar 

Sheila Burvill 

Sue Chalmers 

Geoff Kennedy 

http://www.greenthumbgarden.ca/
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The Board wishes to recognize Tuula Talvila’s volunteer service to the OHS that made a vital 
difference to our society during a challenging year. Her contributions during 2020 include: 

 Proposing, developing, implementing and leading the successful online 

plant auction and sale, a first for the OHS; 

 Creating a YouTube video of her garden for members; 

 Supporting the Program Committee in the development of online general 

meetings, including collaborating on documentation and taking part in 
multiple planning/practice sessions; 

 Running the OHS Facebook group during a year when maintaining con-

tact was particularly important; 

 Organizing the 2019 AGM at the beginning of the 2019/20 year; and 

 Serving as a director of the OHS and a volunteer on other committees. 

On January 10, 2021 the board moved that Tuula Talvila be recognized with an Ottawa Horti-

cultural Society Board Commendation for outstanding service to the Ottawa Horticultural  
Society (2020). 

Thank you, Tuula, for your dedication to the OHS! 

— Jeff Blackadar, OHS President  

OHS BOARD COMMENDATION FOR  
OUTSTANDING SERVICE  

TUULA TALVILA 

Tuula Talvila 

(Photo by Anne Johnston) 
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2020 MEMBERS’ APPRECIATION AWARD  

JAMIE ROBERTSON 

It's well known that Jamie was the OHS President for several years, with all that that entails, 
and was on the Board in various capacities but he is also one of those people you can always 

count on to pitch in to help. Whether it's using his little red truck to deliver and take away 

items from our plant sales, to help tote plants from the Tom Brown parking lot to the Plant 

Auction/Sale, to support various other Board activities, to put out extra chairs at meetings, 

or to serve as a sounding board for new ideas or initiatives, if we need help, Jamie's our go-to 

guy. His most recent achievement is the revitalization of the OHS newsletter into an attrac-

tive engaging online service to members. 

 
For this and so much more, he has been given official recognition from our members with 

this award. 

Jamie Robertson 

(Photo by Anne Johnston) 

OHS PLANT SALES 

OHS plant sales are important fundraisers that help pay for our activities and depend 
on the generous support of our members. Please keep the OHS in mind when you di-
vide your perennials in the spring and late summer. Also, come and meet people at the 
plant sales as a volunteer! 
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Every year a different specific postal code area is visited by the Trillium committee members, 
who view front gardens from the street once during each of the three gardening seasons. 
We evaluate these gardens according to criteria based on overall design and plant materials, 
such as variety, colour effects and condition of plants observed. The key element in 
the judging is the garden’s staying power throughout the seasons, from spring to fall, along 
with how well the gardener uses the space available. The creators of the front garden judged 
most outstanding all season are awarded the George L. Myles Trophy. Other special gardens 
which come close to a win in all three seasons may be recognized with honourable mention 
certificates. 

In 2020 the OHS garden awards committee searched throughout the postal code K1H to find 
outstanding gardens in the Alta Vista area, ending up with a winner and three honorable 
mentions. These gardens are quite different in style, but all have a distinctive appeal which is 
very accessible to viewing by the many passers-by in cars, on bicycles, and especially on foot. 

Myles Trophy Winners: 2405 Alta Vista 
Drive: Maggie Henderson-Davis and Don Cald-
well have created sunny gardens on both sides of 
the driveway, which is bordered by stone walls 
sloping up to the house.  A massive spruce, a 
weeping mulberry, cotoneaster and other woody 
plants are surrounded by a colourful mosaic of 
perennials and annuals, including peonies, iris, 
lavender, phlox, and varied sedums. The garden 
is notable for the seamless way massed plants 
weave together to make this colorful tapestry. 
The front is designed by Maggie, while Don grows 
delicious vegetables in the back. If you’re lucky, 
you may pass by just as Maggie is putting out 
divisions of her lovely perennials for people to 
take. 

 

2020 TRILLIUM AWARD and GEORGE L. MYLES TROPHY 

K1H POSTAL CODE 

The winning couple with OHS President Jeī Blackadar  
(Photo by Josie Pazdzior) 

The winning garden: 2405 Alta Vista Drive 

(Photo by Josie Pazdzior) 
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TRILLIUM AWARD and GEORGE L. MYLES TROPHY, cont. 

Honorable mention: 2098 Alta Vista, by gar-
dener Pat Leblanc. This corner lot is distin-
guished by an outer area of grass featuring three 
large decorative rocks bearing a house number 
plaque and several trees in circles of river stone. 
It is densely planted with a variety of trees, 
shrubs, and perennials which are well placed to 
display their colors and forms while giving privacy 
on this busy street with a bus stop in front. A 
beautifully trimmed low hedge highlights the 
curve of the walk winding to the door. Hydran-
geas, magnolia, weeping mulberry, blue spruces, 
roses, Russian sage and sedums are some of the 
stars here. 

Honorable mention: Judith Castell of 1621 Featherston Drive maintains a front gar-
den that is much appreciated by neighbours. It has many charming touches of art such as 
hanging stained glass, mushrooms, a birdbath, and even a library to add interest to this 
beautifully laid-out space. Low perennials and Scotch moss flow around the stepping stones 
that weave through patches of light and shade. This appealing garden appears larger than it 
is because of the well-designed arrangements of shrubs and trees and the variety of perenni-
als and annuals that provide colour all season. Peonies, roses, Korean lilac, hostas and se-
dums are just a few of these. 

Honorable mention: 1255 Neil Way at Chalmers Road, by gardeners Jim 
and Nancy Raina. This large corner lot must have been a challenge to landscape fully and 
we were pleasantly surprised to discover that it had been designed not by a landscaping 
company but by the residents. Jim regularly moves plants about when he sees an oppor-
tunity to tweak things. The entire area is covered with a layer of river stone punctuated by 
clumps of cedars, ornamental grasses, weeping mulberry, ‘Rozanne’ geraniums, nepeta, hy-
drangea, and a large urn water feature. In the autumn outstanding effects are created by a 
stand of tall pampas grass and reblooming ‘Rozanne’ geraniums which Jim specially sought 
out for their fall colour. 

The OHS Trillium judges in 2020 were Dorothy (DJ) Smith and Josie Pazdzior. 

Yearbook Sponsors 
Sponsors help to pay for publishing and mailing the yearbook, allowing us to continue 
to provide a high-quality printed copy to all members. If you know of anyone who 
might be interested in advertising in the yearbook, please e-mail Carolyn Sprott at  
Carolyn.Sprott@gmail.com.  

mailto:Carolyn.Sprott@gmail.com
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2020 VOLUNTEERS  

Marjorie Allan 

Lynn Armstrong 

Kathryn Bauer 

Rosalind Bennett 

Jeff Blackadar 

Rob Brandon 

David Burroughs 

Sheila Burvill 

Rosemary Campbell 

Sheila Carey 

Suzanne Carr 

Nathalie Chaly 

Ryan Conrad 

Caroline da Silva 

Kathryn (Kate) Davis 

Alain Decelles 

Edythe Falconer 

Ann Frederking 

Lori Gandy 

Sandra Garland 

Edith Geduld 

Geoff Geduld 

Wendolyn Nicholds 

Kelly Noel 

Josie Pazdzior 

Shelley Pelkey 

Gayle Quick 

Cindy Rattle 

Jamie Robertson 

Margaret Scratch 

DJ Smith 

Gloria Sola 

Sylvia Spasoff 

Carolyn Sprott 

Tuula Talvila 

Dorothy Tol 

Velta Tomsons 

Mary Ann Van Berlo 

Liz Vavasour 

Deborah Watt 

Helene Williams 

Roberta Woods 

Robin Woods 

Everything done by the Ottawa Horticultural Society is done by volunteers. We would like to 
thank and acknowledge the following members, all of whom helped out in 2019.  

Katja Gillmore 

Marilyn Hahn 

Elaine Hoskins 

Jayne Huntley 

Anne Johnston 

Janet Kelly 

Denise Kennedy 

Geoff Kennedy 

Julianne Labreche 

Lori Lensch-Marcotte 

Marilyn Light 

Cindy Lyon 

Gillian Macdonnell 

Blaine Marchand 

Maureen Mark 

Jeanie Mark-Digiacomo 

Sharon McCue 

Nancy McDonald 

Johanne McGregor 

Deborah McPhedran 

Jennifer Mix 

Jim Montgomery 

A THOUGHT TO REMEMBER 

The Ottawa Horticultural Society is a registered, charitable, non-profit organization, and 
issues tax receipts. All cash gifts to the Society, such as donations, prizes, in memoriam 
bequests or trusts, or additions to any of its current trust funds, would be appreciated. Do-
nations help fund our community projects and presentations. 

OHS charity registration number:  #13232 9335 RR 0001. 



19  Ottawa Horticultural Society 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

 

Sandy Ives 

Sandy Ives was a member who contributed much to our Society during his 29 years of mem-
bership both in contributing his talents to OHS activities and also in the joie de vivre and hu-
mor he brought to them. 

Sandy acted as the OHS Treasurer from 1997 to 2001, a job that was particularly challenging 
as everything he did in his early days in the position passed under the scrutiny of a previous 
Treasurer. Sandy was up to the challenge not only in the way he kept our books but also in 
the way he politely handled the suggestions and comments that came his way from that pre-
decessor. After stepping down from the position, for many years Sandy continued to secure 
our financial situation by becoming a peer reviewer who verified the financial statement pre-
sented to each AGM and published in our yearbooks. 

He, along with his wife Maureen Marks, donated an overhead projector that enabled us to 
have high-quality visuals appear on the large screen at our public meetings. Other gardening 
groups also enjoyed this generous gift as they were able to borrow the projector for a small fee 
that covered the replacement cost of light bulbs in the machine. That piece of equipment 
served us very well for many years. 

In 2013, he was awarded an Ontario Horticultural Association Service to Horticulture certifi-
cate. 

It wasn’t just the OHS that benefitted from Sandy’s interest in plants and growing; indeed his 
influence extended into the Canadian Iris Society (CIS), including the founding of the Ottawa 
River Iris Society with wife Maureen. In 2008, he was awarded the Walker Ross Service Award 
by the CIS who provided the following citation: 

“For his many years of promoting the Canadian Iris Society and specifically for his excellent 
guidance and unwavering determination in the creation of the revised CIS Constitution. This 
was an arduous task taking a number of years to complete. The new CIS Constitution was rati-
fied in November 2007 and the final result is a vastly improved document which will guide the 
functioning and structure of the CIS now and in the future.” 
He became an American Iris Society (AIS) accredited judge, served as the AIS Regional Vice 
President for Region 16 (Canada) and looked after the AIS Region 16 Judges training program. 
He also shared his passion for irises through talks to other gardening organizations. 

Long term members will remember the days when the OHS and the Ottawa River Iris Society 
shared booth space at the Friends of the Farm Rare and Unusual Plant Sale. The irises Sandy 
sold were indeed rare and unusual but he comforted us by saying that our plant prices were 
so low, it made our garden-variety sales items also ‘rare and unusual’. Every OHS sale for 
decades has included an iris or two (or more!) donated by Maureen and Sandy. 

OHS President Jeff Blackadar remembers when the OHS was part of planting 10,000 trees in 
Alta Vista: “Sandy was there digging in the shale with his daughter Emily.” Emily and her 
brother Roger were faithful attenders of OHS meetings along with their parents from when 
they were young children and into their teenage years. 

A few years ago, Sandy retired from his government job and it was then we learned that he 
had another passion – wood-turning. Maureen and Sandy’s house contains many of his crea-
tions, each attesting to his skill in this pursuit. As one of his OHS friends said:  if you were 
ever to give Sandy a piece of wood you thought might be interesting to turn, you were certain 
to get it back as a turned piece, finely finished and all. 

We were all shocked to hear that this vibrant man had passed away suddenly on October 13, 

2020. 
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Nathalie Chaly 

The OHS lost one of its most accomplished gardeners on October 30, 2020. Nathalie Chaly’s 
knowledge of plants and her skill in garden design were legendary. 

She brought to her gardening a depth of scientific knowledge attained through her studies in 
biology that resulted in her Ph.D. from Laval University. Perhaps it was that background that 
induced her to research any plant she might be interested in growing herself. Nathalie always 
knew the Latin name for a plant, but even more valuable was her knowledge of the growing 
characteristics of individual varieties, how to best site them and how to grow them on well. 

During her 23 years of membership in the OHS, Nathalie contributed much. She was a board 
member in 2002 and 2003, in 2009 and 2010, and again when she died last year. She had 
also served on the Program Committee and the Garden Tour committee. Nathalie worked as a 
copy editor on the newsletter for a number of years.  In 2004 she hosted the OHS board at 
Carleton University to develop the strategic plan.  Along with Sylvia Spasoff, she judged the 
Trillium Award competition from 2005 to 2012 and hosted the “potting up” for the Friends of 
the Farm sale for many years. Her contributions were recognized with the Members’ Apprecia-
tion Award in 2005.  

Her knowledge of plants was exemplary and her garden a continuing delight to all visitors. 
Her donations to the Plant Auction and Sale always featured stunning plants while even the 
“ordinary” plants she donated to almost every OHS sale were highly sought after. If you ever 
wanted to know the Latin name or the best variety of any garden plant, Nathalie was the per-
son to consult. Sadly, 2021 may be the last year that we will see plants from her garden in 
our sales but, on the other hand, many OHS members’ gardens contain plants having the 
Nathalie Chaly provenance. 

Nathalie was a consummate plantswoman, with her garden being one of the most notable pri-
vate gardens in the region, admired and toured by many garden lovers who found it listed in 
The Good Garden Guide: Ontario’s Outstanding Gardens. Her garden reflected her love of 
plants, her passion for collecting them, and her keen eye for design. She loved to share her 
gardening knowledge with visitors and she generously gave plants from her gardens so that 
others could appreciate their beauty as she did. Since her death, various OHS members have 
been receiving condolences from garden plant suppliers. It’s fair to say that Nathalie's rela-
tionship with them was more a collaboration to identify and nurture the best in plants than a 
simple customer-supplier relationship. Each recognized and valued the other's expertise. 

OHS members may not know that there were many other facets to Nathalie’s life beyond being 
a scientific researcher and gardener. For instance, she helped staff the Canadian pavilion at 
Expo 1970 in Osaka, Japan, where she learned to speak Japanese and to love the cuisine. 
She was an astute collector of Canadian art. After retirement, she took up the game of dupli-
cate bridge, which she pursued with a passion, joining two clubs (Churchill and Rockcliffe). 
She was a voracious reader and she loved to cook, especially Ukrainian dishes. 

IN MEMORIAM, cont. 
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Margaret Meyer 

Margaret volunteered at several organizations including the Pinecrest Terrace Community 
House Food Bank. More than that, she was an avid gardener who volunteered at her church, 
the Christ Church Bells Corners Garden, and Pinecrest Community Garden. She was a long-
time member of the Ottawa Valley Rock Garden Society and their treasurer for several years.  
She joined the Ottawa Horticultural Society in 2016, enjoyed going on our bus tours and was 
a faithful attendee of our monthly meetings. 

Anita Price 

Anita was a proud graduate of McGill University where she majored in Bacteriology and Theol-
ogy. After careers at Northern Telecom and the Canada Revenue Agency, she joined her hus-
band, Warren, at le Gourmet d'Or. She was an active member of the Ottawa Women's Network 
and the Canadian Federation of University Women. She was an enthusiastic supporter of 
trees and volunteered at Urban Forest as well as at St. Thomas the Apostle Church.   

Anita was a long time member of the Ottawa Horticultural Society, having joined in 1989. She 
served as secretary to the board under five presidents in the days when the minutes were 
typewritten. She is remembered as being very thorough and conscientious. She headed up the 
OHS Public Service Committee. In 1997, supported by the OHS, she was awarded the City of 
Ottawa Environmental Achievement Award for her work with the Urban Forest.   

Her garden at the corner of Alta Vista Drive was appreciated by her neighbors. One person 
went so far as to leave her an anonymous note saying how much he/she admired her garden 
and thanked her for providing such a lovely sight.   

IN MEMORIAM, cont. 

https://www.artisticlandscape.on.ca/
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RULES GOVERNING OHS SHOWS 

1. Eligibility 
Exhibitors must be members in good standing of the Ottawa Horticultural Society, hereafter 
referred to as the OHS or “the Society”. 
2. Qualifications 
All Society members in good standing may compete in the Open classes. 

3. Entries 
All plants, flowers, fruits, or vegetables entered for competition in the Horticulture Division 
must have been grown by the exhibitor or been in the exhibitor’s possession for at least two 
months, except as noted in the show schedule. Plant material for the Special Exhibits and De-
sign classes can come from any source unless otherwise specified in the show schedule.  

In the Horticulture Division, up to three entries per class may be made by an exhibitor, 
providing each entry is of a different cultivar, variety, or species. The provision of containers is 
the responsibility of the exhibitor.  

Harmful or scarce/endangered or protected plants including those collected from the 

wild may not be entered.   Any such entries including wild orchid, trillium, etc., will 

be disqualified. 

To promote the educational value of the show, the common, cultivar, and botanical names 
should be included whenever possible. Entries in the Design classes are not to have soil. 
Fresh plant material is usually in water or water-retaining material.  

4. Judging 
Classes may be split at the discretion of the show convenor.  

The judge’s decisions are final. The judge may withhold an award if, in their opinion, there are 
no entries of merit.  

5. Protests 
Protests can be made in writing to the Secretary of the Society no later than March 1, 2022.  

6. Trophies and Prizes  
Points toward trophies and prizes will be awarded on the basis of five for first, three for sec-
ond, and one for third place in a class unless noted otherwise in the show schedule. An addi-
tional five points are awarded for best in show classes. In the event of a tie for aggregate 
awards, the exhibitor scoring the highest number of first-prize awards will be judged the  
winner. 

OHS 2021 VIRTUAL SHOW EVENTS 

In 2021, there will be two OHS events that will be judged: a virtual Spring Show in June and 
a virtual Fall Show in September. 

Plant Bucks will continue to be awarded to members who exhibit. Each entry registered in a 
show earns one Plant Buck which can be used in lieu of cash at OHS plant sales and the OHS 
plant auction for the following year. Plant Bucks earned in 2020 will be issued in September 
and are valid in 2021 and 2022. Plant Bucks are not transferable. 

The newly revised Ontario Judging and Exhibiting Standards for Horticulture and Floral Design 
is available from the OHS Shows Committee for $10. Exhibitors are encouraged to review this 
guide. It provides explanations of the terms and specifications used in the show schedule, 
plus what judges are looking for. 
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Prizes awarded on the basis of highest aggregate points will be awarded only to a member who 
has obtained eleven points in the Design or Special Exhibits Division. 

Cash prizes of $20 are derived from the Memorial Funds established by Arlene Gustafson, 
Shirley Beyer, R.J. Paynter, Helena Jacob, the Ottawa Floral Arts Group, and the Ottawa Hor-
ticultural Society. 

Unless otherwise specified, prizes for each show are presented at the Annual General Meeting. 

Tips for Exhibitors 

 Select specimens that are in good condition, with normal size, colour, and proportion.  

 All exhibits should be arranged attractively. Containers should be clean clear glass. 
Wilted or damaged plant parts should be removed. 

 Cut flowers are to be shown on long stems and where possible, with foliage. 

 Flowers, vegetables, and fruit specimens should be as uniform as possible. 

 If a bud is not open and not showing any colour, it does not count as a bloom. 

 Exhibits must contain the exact number of specimens as specified for the class. 

 African violets should contain only a single crown in a pot, unless otherwise specified. 

 Where size is specified for floral designs, measurements must not be exceeded in any 
direction (height, width, depth). 

 Common terms defined: 

 bloom: individual flower, one to a stem 

 cultivar: named cultivated varieties, e.g., Petunia “Sugar Daddy”, Peony “Festiva 
Maxima” 

 spray: the terminal flowering growth with multiple blooms/buds 

 stem or stalk: main plant structure carrying one or more flowers, buds, leaves, or 
fruit 

Special Rules for 2021 

1. In 2021, exhibits must be photographed before June 4 for the Spring Show and between 

August 1 and September 7 for the Fall Show.  

2. Entries must be submitted by 7:00 pm on June 4 for the Spring Show and by 7:00 

pm on September 7 for the Fall Show. 

3. Each entry is to be submitted by email to OHSvirtualshow@gmail.com with the Class 
number and description in the subject line. Each entry should include one photo, the 

name of the entry (e.g., name of the plant), and the name of the exhibitor. 
4. Each entry must be a single specimen unless otherwise specified. Except for Section C, 

the entry may be a photograph of the specimen in a container, or a close-up of the speci-

men with no other plant material in the photograph. 

5. Any entries not meeting the rules above will be disqualified. 
6. Should more than 3 entries be submitted in a class, only the last 3 received will be ac-

cepted. The remainder will be disqualified. 
7. Plant bucks will be issued for each eligible exhibit and will be valid for any OHS plant sale 

in 2022. 

RULES GOVERNING OHS SHOWS, cont. 

mailto:OHSvirtualshow@gmail.com


Ottawa Horticultural Society   

 

  24
   

17. Berries or other small fruits, 3 speci-
mens of same cultivar 

18. “For the birds”: photo of plant, variety 
name and purpose to be included in 
the entry 

DIVISION II: SPECIAL EXHIBITS   

Section D: Collections—must include a 

creative title for the entry 

19. Indoor garden, at least 3 plants in a 
container 

20. Rock garden planter, at least 3 alpine 
plants in a container 

21. Annual planter designed by the exhibi-
tor with at least 3 kinds of annuals in 
a container 

22. Hanging basket designed by the exhibi-
tor with at least 3 kinds of plants 

23. Planter for the front door or balcony 
designed by the exhibitor 

24. Spring bulbs, at least 10 specimens of 
at least 3 kinds (garden photo or in a 
container), with variety names (e.g., 
tulips, daffodils, hyacinths) 

25. Mass planting, at least 3 plants of the 
same variety, excluding spring bulbs 

SHOW AWARDS 

First place in each class will receive an ad-
ditional $1 in Plant Bucks. 
A prize of $20 will be awarded to: 

 Best in Section 
 Highest aggregate in Division 
 Best in Show 

2021 SPRING VIRTUAL SHOW 

Convenor: Maureen Mark, 613-521-4597; mmark@rogers.com  
Entry deadline: June 4, 7:00 pm 

DIVISION I: HORTICULTURE  

Section A: Indoor Plants 
1. African violet 
2. Orchid 
3. Other blooming plant 
4. Foliage plant 
5. Cactus or succulent 
6. Passed through the generations; a 

plant handed down from a parent or 
grandparent. 

Section B: Outdoor Ornamental Plants 

7. Single-petalled bloom on a stem (e.g., 
pansy, single tulip, dwarf iris, single 
peony) 

8. Multi-petalled bloom on a stem (e.g., 
double bloodroot) 

9. Spray of blooms showing at least two 
clusters of bloom (e.g., bleeding hearts, 

10. Spire of blooms (e.g., hyacinths, iris, 
delphinium) 

11. Ornamental foliage, one stem or 
branch 

12. Ornamental shrub or tree, at least 3 
branches 

13. Blooming plant, whole plant including 
foliage 

14. Foliage plant, whole plant 

Section C: Edibles–must be exhibited on 

a plate 

15. Leafy greens, 3 specimens of same cul-
tivar 

16. Other vegetables, 3 specimens of same 
cultivar 

PRESERVE OHS DOCUMENTS 

Copies of the yearbook and newsletter are automatically deposited in the OHS archives. If, 
during a future spring cleaning, you come across other documents relating to the Society 
that may be of historical interest, please consider donating these by notifying the archi-
vist. You may contact the temporary archivist (Sheila Burvill) at 613-232-9712. 

mailto:mmark@rogers.com
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HORTICULTURE DIVISION: OPEN  

Section A: Garden Flowers 

1. Chrysanthemum, Garden type, 1 spray 
2. Chrysanthemum, single or semi-double, 

1 spray 
3. Dahlia, 10 cm (4”) and over, 1 bloom 
4. Dahlia, under 10 cm (4”), 1 spray 
5. Rose, 1 specimen bloom or spray 
6. Begonia, tuberous, 1 bloom 
7. Aster, perennial, 1 spray 
8. Rudbeckia, 1 bloom 
9. Sedum, 1 spray 
10. Hydrangea, 1 stem 
11. Echinacea, 1 bloom 
12. Any other garden flower 

Section B: Other Garden Plants 

13. Ornamental Grass(-like) plant 
14. Foliage – whole plant 
15. Holiest hosta, 1 leaf 
16. Lacy leaf or leaves,  showing decorative 

leaf-cutter damage 

Section C: Edibles (must be exhibited on a 
plate)  
17. Tomato, 3 specimens, one cultivar 
18. Tomato, 3 cultivars, one specimen of 

each 
19. Heritage fruit or vegetable, 1 specimen 
20. Any root vegetable, 3 specimens, one 

cultivar 
21. Any other vegetable, one cultivar 
22. Any berries or other small fruits, 3 spec-

imens, one cultivar 
23. Any other fruit, 2 specimens, one culti-

var 
24. Funky fruit or vegetable, 1 specimen of 

unusual shape 

2021 FALL VIRTUAL SHOW 

Convenor: Gillian Macdonnell, 613-730-3339, gmak3@bell.net  

Entry deadline: September 7, 7:00 pm 

Section D: Collections 

All collections to be exhibited in one contain-
er 

25. Collection of annual flowers, at least 3 
kinds, 2 stems or sprays of each 

26. Collection of perennial flowers, at least 
3 kinds, 2 stems or sprays of each 

27. Butterfly garden – collection of plants 
grown for the butterflies - named 

28. Collection of foliage, annual or peren-
nial, at least 3 kinds, one specimen of 
each 

29. Herb garden - collection of herbs, 
named 

SPECIAL EXHIBITS DIVISION 

Section F 

30. Dish garden – a miniature landscape 
in an open shallow container with at 
least 3 growing, established plants, 
maximum 46 cm (18”) in any dimen-
sion 

31. Trough garden – at least 3 growing es-
tablished plants displayed in a hyper-
tufa container, maximum 61 cm x 61 
cm (24” x 24”) 

32. Harvest bounty – collection of fall fruit 
and vegetables displayed in a basket, 
maximum 61 cm x 61 cm (24” x 24”) 

SHOW AWARDS 

First place in each class will receive an ad-
ditional $1 in Plant Bucks. 

A prize of $20 will be awarded to: 

 Best in Section 
 Highest aggregate in Division 
 Best in Show 

mailto:gmak3@bell.net
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Classes 

1. “Macros” Extreme close-ups. Don’t forget the horticultural element. Location: Open 

2. “Up Close and Personal” Photos of your favourite or interesting flower(s). Location: 
Canada 

3. “Flora and Fauna” Images of animals (non-human mammals, insects, spiders, birds, 
amphibians, etc.) in a garden/flower setting. Don’t forget the horticultural element.  
Location: Open 

4. “Seeds and Pods” Photos of seeds/ seed pods while still on the plant. Could be from 
trees, flowering plants, fruits or vegetables. Location: Open.     

5. “Winter Gardening” Gardens, garden elements, plants/grasses, etc., in the winter 
months. Location: National Capital region.   

6. “Harvest Time” Fruits, vegetables or edible flowers. Make our mouths water with 
photos or your best edible garden harvest. Can be of a single item or up to a collection 
or garden bed. Location: National Capital region.    

7. “Voluptuous Vistas” Garden beds or large gardens. Location: Open 

Please read carefully as some changes have been made  

There are two components to the voting procedure: 

The Judge’s Choice will be judged by an external judge for first, second, and third place for 
the best images in each class. The overall winner will receive the Photographic Store Ltd. 
Trophy, a plaque of their winning image as a memento and will have their winning photo-
graph appear on the cover of the 2022 yearbook. They will also receive a $25 prize. This prize 
is awarded each year for the image that, according to the judge, shows the greatest imagina-
tive quality and technical excellence.  

A People’s Choice vote, which will be judged for first, second and third place in each class. 
The overall winner will receive a plaque of their winning image and a $25.00 prize. Voting by 
the members for the People’s Choice will take place online in November to December 2021.  

General Rules 

1. The competition is open to all members of the Ottawa Horticultural Society. 

2. A photograph may be entered only once. 

3. Photographs that were previously entered in the OHS photo competition cannot be 
entered again.  

4. Each competitor can enter up to two images per class. 

5. Photographs will be judged on their horticultural merit (40%), their photographic im-
pact (40%), and subject interest (20%).  

6. Entries must be submitted digitally either by emailing the convenor, Anne John-
ston, at a.johnston.photo@gmailcom or by post-mailing or dropping off a flash 
drive/memory stick to her address: 903 Elsett Dr, Ottawa, K1G 2S4. Images 
must be submitted on or before Sunday, October 31, 2021 or they will not be 
accepted. 

 

OHS 2021 PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 
Convenor: Anne Johnston, a.johnston.photo@gmail.com 

mailto:a.johnston.photo@gmailcom
mailto:a.johnston.photo@gmail.com
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OHS 2021 PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION, cont. 

Rules for Entries 

1. Entries must be submitted digitally (email or flash drive). If sent by email ensure the 
subject line is: 2021 OHS Photo Comp 

2. Please send your images at the largest resolution possible (after cropping). Do not send 
low quality images. Send your photos by email one at a time, if necessary. 

3. The image ratio (4x6, 8x10, etc.) is unrestricted. However, if your image is chosen to 
be either on the cover of the yearbook or featured on the OHS Facebook page we may 
ask you if we can modify it to fit the allotted space.  

4. Please name each of your photos files this way: Class #_your name_subject.  

Example: Class1_Anne Johnston_Echinacea.  

It is not the convenor’s responsibility to rename your images. 
5. Make sure you submit your phone number with your entries in the text body of your 

email. If mailed/dropped off on a flash drive, include your name, email address and tele-
phone number in your envelope so we can contact you if we have questions. If you 

would like your flash drive mailed to you after the competition, please include a 
self-addressed stamped envelope with sufficient postage.  

6. Unless you indicate otherwise, by entering the competition you agree that your name 
and images of your winning photos may be reproduced in the OHS yearbook, newslet-
ter, and promotional material, displayed on the OHS website and/or Facebook page. 
You will be credited for your images. 

The Photographic Store Ltd. Trophy, plaques and monetary prizes will be awarded at the  
December AGM, where winning photographs will be announced and shown. The winning  
images will appear on the society’s website.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiFjbPAz43vAhWIiK0KHaWOC_0QFjAAegQIARAE&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbeauxarbres.ca%2F&usg=AOvVaw09QFE2GX8FdpSe6zT-Ea1L
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President: Jeff Blackadar  
Vice President: Vacant  
Past President: Jayne Huntley 

Treasurer: Rob Brandon   
Secretary: Cindy Lyon 

Directors 2020-2021: David Burroughs, Sheila Carey, Kate Davis, Katja Gillmore, Tuula  
Talvila, Velta Tomsons 

Directors 2021-2022: Elaine Hoskins, Isabelle Geraets-Rose, Rebecca Last, Julianne 
Labreche, Johanne McGregor  

Hon. Life Directors: Sandy Parsons, Pat Russell, Judy Shedden, John Soar, Linda Temple 

Peer reviewers 2019-2020: Alain Decelles, Jim Montgomery 

OHS 2021-2022 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

2021 VIRTUAL BOARD MEETINGS 

OHS board meetings are held on the second Monday of each month, except when that 
day is a holiday, in which case the meeting is held on the second Tuesday. The meetings 

in 2021 are being held via Zoom, from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm. If you would like to attend, 

please contact the president. There are no board meetings in July, August or Decem-

ber, and the June meeting is usually held at another location. 

Dates: January 11; February 8; March 8; April 12; May 10; June 14; September 13;  
October 12 (Tuesday); November 8.   

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

Jeff Blackadar president@ottawahort.org  613-841-9263  

Rob Brandon  rob@laurabrandon.ca 613-237-1689 

Dave Burroughs     david.burroughs@yahoo.ca  613-729-6204  

Sheila Carey s_carey@rogers.com 613-237-1488  
Kathryn (Kate) Davis kathrynkdavis@yahoo.com 613-565-4396  

Isabelle Geraets-Rose dr.isabelle.geraets.rose@gmail.com  613-521-8899 

Katja Gillmore        katja@rogers.com 613-890-7087 

Elaine Hoskins vehoski@gmail.com 613-722-3084 

Jayne Huntley jaynehuntley421@gmail.com  613-440-4670 

Rebecca Last  Rebecca.Last@Canada.ca                613-820-4248 

Julianne Labreche  juliannelabreche@gmail.com              613-226-3809  

Cindy Lyon clyon9395@gmail.com  613-884-1675 

Johanne McGregor johanne.mcg@icloud.com  613-806-1445 

Tuula Talvila tuula@ncf.ca 613-724-2004 

Velta Tomsons     terravelta@gmail.com  613-286-5883 

mailto:president@ottawahort.org
mailto:rob@laurabrandon.ca
mailto:david.burroughs@yahoo.ca
mailto:s_carey@rogers.com
mailto:s_carey@rogers.com
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mailto:dr.isabelle.geraets.rose@gmail.com
mailto:katja@rogers.com
mailto:vehoski@gmail.com
mailto:jaynehuntley421@gmail.com
mailto:Rebecca.Last@Canada.ca
mailto:juliannelabreche@gmail.com
mailto:clyon9395@gmail.com
mailto:johanne.mcg@icloud.com
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Archives  
Archivist: Sheila Burvill (temporary) 
(saburvill@sympatico.ca 613-232-9712) 

Audio-Visual 
Janet Kelly (kellyfamilyhome@hotmail.com 

613-277-6323) 

Chrysanthemum Sale 
Rob Brandon (rob@laurabrandon.ca 613-237-

1689) 

Community Planting 

Vacant 

Facebook 
Administrator: Tuula Talvila (tuula@ncf.ca 

613-724-2004) 

Finance  
Convenor: Gloria Sola 
(the.canadian.ecuadorian@gmail.com  
613-567-1929) 

Garden Competition (Trillium Award) 
Judges: Josie Pazdzior
(josie.pazdzior@outlook.com 613-233-7894) 

and Dorothy (DJ) Smith (613-225-3554) 

Garden Tours 

Vacant 

Grapevine 
Jayne Huntley (ohsgrapevine@gmail.com  

613-440-4670) 

Membership 
Convenor: Dorothy (DJ) Smith (613-225-

3554) 

Newsletter  
Editor: Jamie Robertson 
(jamescrossrobertson@gmail.com 613-234-

9677) 

2021 COMMITTEES, CONVENORS AND CONTACTS 

Nominations 
Jayne Huntley (jaynehuntley421@gmail.com 

613-440-4670)  

Ottawa Regional Science Fair Awards 
Convenor: Lyse Morisset 
(lyse.morisset@sympatico.ca 613-234-6555) 

Photo Competition  
Convenor: Anne Johnston 
(a.johnston.photo@gmail.com  
613-739-9542) 

Program 
Co-convenors:  Katja Gillmore 
(katja@rogers.com 613-890-7087) and Re-
becca Last (Rebecca.Last@canada.ca 613-

820-4248)  

Publicity 
Co-convenors: Tuula Talvila (tuula@ncf.ca  
613-724-2004) and Sheila Carey 
(s_carey@rogers.com 613-237-1488)  

Refreshments  
Lynn Armstrong (lrmstrng@sympatico.ca 

613-567-1577) 

Shows  
Convenor: Maureen Mark 
(mmark@rogers.com 613-521-4597) 

Volunteers 
Vacant 

Website 
Webmaster: Jayne Huntley 
(info@ottawahort.org 613-440-4670) 

Yearbook 
Editor: Helene Williams 
(chungwilliams@gmail.com, 873-688-8989) 

TWITTER 

OHA — twitter.com/gardenontario 

Master Gardeners — twitter.com/MG_Ontario 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

Current information on the OHS, as well as extensive resource material and links to other 
useful websites, are all located on our website at http://ottawahort.org/. We are always look-
ing for your photographs of plants and gardens for the website. Please send any ideas for the 
website to Jayne Huntley at info@ottawahort.org. Also, feel free to share gardening ideas in 
the OHS Facebook group https://www.facebook.com/groups/6012313849/.  

Members receive news and notices of upcoming meetings via The Grapevine, an electronic 
mail service operated by Jayne Huntley. Please send announcements for The Grapevine to 
ohsgrapevine@gmail.com. 

The Society publishes a quarterly newsletter for its members. The online newsletter is located 
in the Members Only section of the OHS website at http://ottawahort.org/members-only/
newsletter/.  

In January, highlights of the past year and plans for the coming year are published in a year-
book. It provides a convenient reference for show schedules and upcoming programs, and in-
cludes such information as a directory of the Society’s officers and convenors. The yearbook is 
distributed to all members in hard copy and an online version is available on the OHS website 
in the Members Only section of the Society’s website at http://ottawahort.org/members-
only/newsletter/. The online yearbook contains hyperlinks which can be clicked on to browse, 
open websites or create email messages. OHS members can click on any advertisement in the 
yearbook to go directly to the advertiser’s website.  

MEMBERSHIP 

Membership fees are $15 for an individual and $20 for a family. The membership year runs 
from September 1 to August 31. A new membership paid after June 1 will cover the following 
membership year. The membership convenor is Dorothy (DJ) Smith, who can be contacted 
at 613-225-3554 or at monthly meetings.  

New memberships and renewal forms can be filled in online at http://ottawahort.org/
membership/ with immediate payment through PayPal or by sending a cheque to the OHS to 
the mailing address below. Alternatively, the form can be printed out and mailed together with 
the cheque at the Mailing Address below. 

 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 8921 
Ottawa, ON 

K1G 3J2 

 
Meeting Location: 
Tom Brown Arena 
141 Bayview Road 
Ottawa, ON 

613-798-8885 

 
Internet: 
ottawahort.org 
Email: info@ottawahort.org 

http://ottawahort.org/
mailto:info@ottawahort.orgg
https://www.facebook.com/groups/6012313849/
mailto:ohsgrapevine@gmail.com
http://ottawahort.org/members-only/newsletter/
http://ottawahort.org/members-only/newsletter/
http://ottawahort.org/members-only/newsletter/
http://ottawahort.org/members-only/newsletter/
http://ottawahort.org/membership/
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