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The mission of the Ottawa Horticultural Society is to cultivate an interest in plants and 
gardening in order to create a beautiful community. 

ABOUT THE OHS 

The Ottawa Horticultural Society (OHS) is made up of amateur gardeners who come  
together to promote and encourage an interest in horticulture. The OHS organizes lectures, 
workshops, flower and plant shows and sales, garden tours, and exchanges of information 
among members. The society also sponsors a community planting program and a special 
award for front yard gardens as a contribution to the beautification of Ottawa. There are many 
opportunities to contribute as a volunteer. 

The society has a long history, dating back to the late 1800's.  While there were garden  
societies in the city before then, it wasn't until the autumn of 1892 that a group of  
local plant enthusiasts met at City Hall to plan the launch of a Horticultural Society. The in-
augural meeting was held on January 17, 1893, with some 30 gentlemen present to listen to a 
lecture on the newest and best horticultural techniques. More information on the history of 
the OHS is available on the society’s website. We are incorporated under the Ontario Agricul-
tural and Horticultural Organizations Act and belong to District 2 of the Ontario Horticultural 
Association (OHA). As of the end-of-year 2018, there were over 350 members in the OHS.  

Meetings are scheduled for the fourth Tuesday of each month, except June (second Tuesday), 
July and August (no meetings), and December (date varies). The meetings take place at the 
Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview Road (at Scott), and begin at 7:30 pm. They are free and the 
public is welcome. 

Please see page 46 for a map of the location. 

Front cover: Red Trillium. Our lovely cover photo was the winner of the Photographic 
Stores, Ltd., Trophy, and the 2018 OHS Photo Competition. It was taken by Karen Haddon 

and entered in the Macro class. Congratulations, Karen! 

PATRON 
Her Excellency the Right Honourable Julie Payette. C.C., C.M.M., C.O.M, C.D. 

HONORARY PRESIDENT 

His Worship the Mayor of Ottawa, Jim Watson  

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS 

Mr. and Mrs. Russell Gomme, Ann and John Soar, Mrs. Anita Price, Marilyn Light, Herb 
Cheesman, Judy Shedden, Sheila Burvill, Cecile Sanders, Gloria Sola, Jennifer Mix 

THANK YOU! 

Kudos to Sheila Burvill, Josie Pazdzior, Carolyn Sprott and Gloria Sola for their 
hard work on this edition of the yearbook. Thanks, too, to Jennifer Mix for helping 
with distribution and to the many members who contributed photos, particularly 

Anne Johnston, Josie Pazdzior, Tuula Talvila and Rebecca Last. 

— Helene Williams, OHS Yearbook Editor  
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2018 PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 

 
As you will read in this yearbook, 2018 was another busy year for the OHS.   

The mission of the Ottawa Horticultural Society is to cultivate an interest in plants and gar-
dening in order to create a beautiful community and we see this mission come alive in all of 
our activities. The Trillium Award recognizes the difference individuals can make in local 
neighbourhoods through their gardens, and the community planting program involves the 
OHS in a hands-on project to beautify the community.    

With the exception of our October meeting, the OHS continues to open its general meetings to 
the public free of charge as part of its goal to share information and create interest in garden-
ing. This year the Program Committee yet again delivered an interesting and varied program of 
speakers, covering topics from drystone wall building to garden design to the role of trees in 
the Canadian landscape.   

Our shows and competitions showcase the results of members’ hard work in plants, flower 
arrangements and photography; and our garden tours for members are a great opportunity to 
share ideas and learn from each other. 

Although the OHS does not have a youth group, it actively supports young people through its 
contribution to the Ottawa Regional Science Fair and the awarding of two prizes for horticul-
ture related projects. It was a pleasure to see the winners of the prizes at our meetings to 
share their work. 

This year we held successful plant sales and another great auction, again, all of which were 
excellent opportunities to share knowledge – and plants – within the community and also 
raise funds to support other activities.    

One of our great assets over the years has been the newsletter, OHS News. As both the Editor 
and Assistant Editor stepped down this year, it was timely to take a look at how we deliver the 
newsletter, given changes in technology. We decided to ask members what they are looking for 
in a newsletter and also to learn more about our membership through a formal survey.   

The results showed the diversity among the OHS membership, with gardens ranging from bal-
conies to rural settings, and from small plots to larger estates. We grow a wide variety of 
plants, including a high percentage of respondents who grow native plants. Other plants of 
specific interest include succulents, herbs and house plants. 

There is clearly a keen interest in keeping a newsletter that provides practical gardening ad-
vice and allows for sharing of knowledge among members. So we continue to explore options 
for the future. 

None of this could happen without the tireless efforts of our many volunteers and my thanks 
go to everyone who has played a role in any of our activities in the past year.   

— Jayne Huntley, OHS President  
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OHS 2019 SPEAKER PROGRAM AND EVENTS 

Unless otherwise stated, all monthly meetings start at 7:30 PM at the Tom Brown Arena 
on the fourth Tuesday of each month. They are free and the public is welcome.  

Please see http://ottawahort.org/events/ for any updates to these events. 
 
 

January 22 – Quinte Botanical Gardens – Deanna Graves 

Deanna will take us on a pictorial tour of Quinte Botanical Gardens, four acres of unique gar-
den displays nestled in the scenic countryside. Join us for this virtual visit to gardens in full 
bloom. We all need this break in the dead cold of winter.  

February 26 – 1000 Islands and Rideau Canal Garden Trail – Mary Ann 
Van Berlo  

Mary Ann, a well-known Master Gardener and friend to many Ottawa gardeners, will present 
a wonderful show of the 1000 Islands and Rideau Canal Garden Trail. The OHS toured only 
five of the more than 14 spectacular gardens on our bus tour two years ago. Mary Ann will 
guide us through these private escapes to help shake off the winter blues. 

March 26 – Better Garden Photography on Any Budget – Anne Johnston 

Did you ever wonder how our favourite photographer does it? Then don’t miss our March 
meeting. Whether you use your cell phone or expensive camera gear, the same principles ap-
ply when photographing flowers, gardens and everything else, for that matter! This seminar 
will “focus” on getting the most out of your camera regardless of your budget. 

April 23 – Vines and Trailers – Mary Reid 

Mary (owner of Green Thumb Nursery) has given talks to many of the valley garden clubs, 
sharing her vast knowledge of numerous topics. She has also covered for Ed Lawrence on the 
garden spot on Ontario Today. She will share some pointers on vines and trailers. A must-
attend event. 

May 12 (SUNDAY) – FRIENDS OF THE FARM PLANT SALE 

May 28, 2018 – SPRING SHOW 

Heritage Apples – Jennifer Ferris 

Do the names Gravenstein, Pippin, Old Macintosh, or Greening sound familiar? They were 
once well known apple varieties but are now just some of our lost legacy fruits.  

Jennifer loves a good mystery and has been spending her time tracking down heritage apple 
varieties throughout Lanark County and creating the Facebook page ‘Lost Lanark Legacy 
Fruit Trees’. Jennifer will share stories of apple trees long forgotten, local history, and botany 
she has uncovered in her quest to save our heritage apple trees from extinction. 

June 11 (2nd TUESDAY) – OHS AUCTION AND PLANT SALE  

September 7 (SATURDAY) – FALL PLANT SALE – Held at the Old Ottawa 
South Porch Sale 

 

http://ottawahort.org/events/
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September 24 – FALL SHOW 

Terrariums: Self-sustaining, Tabletop Ecosystems – Emma Terrell 

Terrarium building is a great way to engage with nature and bring the outdoors inside with 
your own self-regulating ecosystem. Emma (the Urban Botanist) will teach us all about the 
fundamentals of terrarium building with a live demonstration and sample terrariums, and 
educate us on the different types of plants that can be used to build terrariums. 

October 22 – International Garden Festival – Alexander Reford  

Note: This meeting is restricted to OHS members only. Alexander Reford, from Jardins de 
Metis, will tell us about the International Garden Festival, which he and his famous Quebec 
gardens will be hosting for the twentieth year. A select number of designers from around the 
globe will create temporary gardens throughout the grounds. With the St. Lawrence River as a 
backdrop, visitors wander through the displays in awe of the presentations, many of them in-
teractive. This is a must-see event. 

November 26 – A Kitchen Garden – Kris Dimnik 

Kris studied landscape horticulture in Vancouver and then moved to Ontario to learn how to 
farm. Her passion has evolved into extensive knowledge of kitchen gardens. Between 1800 
and 1939, walled kitchen gardens used incredible Victorian technology to supply a household 
with fresh fruits, vegetables, flowers and herbs all year round. Kris will share with us the 
techniques on how to achieve a successful kitchen garden. 

December 10 – Annual General Meeting, Potluck dinner and Photo  
Competition 

OHS 2019 SPEAKER PROGRAM AND EVENTS, cont. 

OHA Convention 2019 

Come to the Deep South Where Everything Grows! 

July 19-21, 2019 

Come celebrate with us at the 113th Convention of the Ontario Horticultural Association. 

This year’s convention will be in Windsor. For a sneak peek click here or visit http://
www.gardenontario.org/sho/up_conf.php  

A lucky winner at each table got to take 
home the centrepiece at the 2018 AGM 
(Photo credit: Anne Johnston) 

https://www.gardenontario.org/docs/convention2019/Come-to-the-Deep-South-Where-Everything-Grows.pdf
http://www.gardenontario.org/sho/up_conf.php
http://www.gardenontario.org/sho/up_conf.php


Ottawa Horticultural Society  4 

 

Archives Committee 

Convenor (temporary): Sheila Burvill (saburvill@sympatico.ca) 

Member: D-J Smith  

Highlights for 2018: There is essentially no activity to report. Early in 2019, we will meet with 
City of Ottawa Archives staff again to ascertain their plans for accepting our archival material. 
Once that arrangement has been formalized, we hope to disband the OHS Archives Committee 
and establish an OHS Historian position, possibly with a supporting committee. 

Community Planting Committee 

Convenor: Deborah Watt (deborah_watt@yahoo.ca)  

OHS Board Advisor: Rob Brandon 

Highlights for 2018: In 2018, the Ottawa Horticultural Society chose a project to build a new 
garden at the municipally-owned Peter D. Clark long term care facility, a 216 bed residence in 
west Ottawa for adults with physical and cognitive impairments. This project required signifi-
cant site preparation by the city to excavate hard-packed clay, replace it with topsoil, lay drip 
irrigation lines and extend a concrete deck so residents could approach the new garden. OHS 
volunteers planned the garden, sourced the plants, and in three work parties, planted about 
80 perennials and some quick-flowering annuals. They also installed garden edging and a bark 
mulch path. In October we prepared the beds for winter.   

Last year, in 2107, the OHS rehabilitated gardens at the Ottawa Little Theatre, planting a mix-
ture of ornamental and edible plants, in partnership with the theatre and The Ottawa Mission. 
OLT volunteers planted the garden this year and kept it going. Unfortunately, most of the per-
ennials that we supplied in 2018 were removed or killed by a thick layer of mulch applied en-
thusiastically and indiscriminately.   

OHS does a good job of rehabilitating and building gardens. Keeping gardens alive afterwards 
is a challenge to be solved. 

Note: For more details about the project, see page 18.  

Finance Committee 

Convenor: Gloria Sola (the.canadian.ecuadorian@gmail.com)  
Members: Rob Brandon, Alain Decelles (Treasurer), Geoff Kennedy, Jayne Huntley, Gillian 
MacDonnell, Maureen Mark 

Highlights for 2018: In 2018, we did not need to make any changes or take any other deci-
sions concerning the OHS investment portfolio. This year's business focused on how to proceed 
with the role of the Treasurer as it has become abundantly clear that few people are willing to 
assume the responsibility of Treasurer and to dedicate the time needed for this role. This is not 
a situation that is unique to the OHS. Many small organizations and not-for-profits find them-
selves in the same position.   

Rob Brandon, a board member and member of the Finance Committee, proposed that the 
Treasurer's position be split into two areas of responsibility: that of bookkeeper and that of 
Treasurer Administrator; also, starting from September 2018 and beginning the OHS fiscal 
year, that we use Quick Books rather than Quicken to maintain the OHS financial records. He 
suggested that the bookkeeper from St. Giles Presbyterian Church who has done similar part-

2018 COMMITTEE REPORTS 

mailto:saburvill@sympatico.ca
mailto:deborah_watt@yahoo.ca
mailto:the.canadian.ecuadorian@gmail.com
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time work with other organizations be contracted. Rob has volunteered to act as the Treasurer 
Administrator who would oversee and liaise with the bookkeeper.  

The Finance Committee agreed to this proposal with the understanding that the duties of the 
bookkeeper and the OHS Treasurer Administrator would be carefully defined and recommend-
ed this proposal to the OHS Board of Directors.   

It is acknowledged that this proposal would entail ongoing costs. The bookkeeper will be paid 
a stipend and there are software costs that will be incurred. 

The board approved this proposal and it was confirmed by the membership at the 2018 AGM.  

In 2019, the members will be Jamie Robertson (President), Geoff Kennedy, Jayne Huntley, 
Gillian Macdonnell, Maureen Mark, Rob Brandon, Gloria Sola (Treasurer)  

Garden Tours Committee 

Convenor: Jennifer Mix (j.mix@sympatico.ca) 

Members: Sheila Burvill, Josie Pazdzior 

Highlights for 2018: The committee planned three garden tour events for 2018: one in June, 
one in July and one in August. 

June Tour – The tour on June 13 focused on Centretown gardens and featured Bill Brown 
and John McKinven’s 2017 Trillium Award winning public/private gardens at the Windsor 
Arms apartment building. We were also fortunate to be given a guided tour of the Museum of 
Nature’s Landscapes of Canada gardens by museum botanist Paul Sokoloff. 

July Tours - On July 22, we toured three gardens in Alta Vista plus two garden allotments. 
Suzanne Carr, Jan Carkner, and Dorothy Levine all kindly opened their gardens to members. 
Out at the Kilborn allotment gardens, Anne Johnston explained how she hybridizes daylilies 
and shared her latest products with us while the Shepherds of Good Hope showed their vege-
table plots to members 

August Event – On August 19, Alain Decelles and his wife opened their property at Resort Lac
-Ste-Marie to the annual summer gathering of OHS members. In addition to touring their ex-
tensive perennial and vegetable gardens, members enjoyed a fabulous view of the lake while 
picnicking on the deck and under the trees. 

We have thanked all the generous gardeners who opened their garden to our members 
through 2018. 

Josie Pazdzior prepared a document, Notes For Our Garden Tour Hosts, that explains the prac-
ticalities of OHS garden tours and what hosts can expect from the event. It will be useful for 
years to come. 

NOTE: Descriptions of the gardens begin on page 21. 

Membership Committee 

Convenor: D-J. Smith (613-225-3554)  

Volunteers: Jacqueline Crawford, Suzanne Carr, Kathryn Marshall, Sharon McCue, Wendy 
Trudell 

Highlights for 2018: Membership was the strongest seen since at least the year 2000 with a 
final number of 366 voting members. We had particularly busy renewal sessions at the Sep-
tember and October meetings as well as the memberships that came in by mail and through 
Paypal. The surge in membership is partially the result of the efforts by Robb Wainwright and 

2018 COMMITTEE REPORTS, cont. 

mailto:j.mix@sympatico.ca
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his committee to obtain outstanding speakers as well as the on-going work of Jayne Huntley 
as webmaster.  
Name Tags Table  

Lead: Sandy Garland. Volunteers: Marjorie Allan (and D-J. Smith who prepares the tags for 
the team) 

Maintained the name tag box by pulling out tags from long-lapsed members and inserting the 
tags for new members. Most importantly the team gave a warm welcome to members and 
guests while helping members to find their tags in the hurry of multiple people coming togeth-
er to the table. 

Newsletter Committee 

Convenor: Sheila Carey (s_carey@rogers.com) 

Members: Sheila Burvill, Nathalie Chaly, Tuula Talvila, Carolyn Sprott 

Highlights for 2018: In 2018, the newsletter was only published in January and April. Sheila 
Carey and Sheila Burvill stepped down as editor and associate editor respectively, following 
the April edition. The board took the opportunity to assess the membership’s views on the 
newsletter, carrying out a survey in May 2018. Following the survey, it was decided to test a 
few publication formats with interested members. We are also seeking a new editorial team for 
a revamped newsletter.  

Any members interested in this process can contact: mailto:info@ottawahort.org  

Program Committee 

Convenor: Robb Wainwright (robb.wainwright@gmail.com)  
Members: Cathy Pearson, Jane Krider  
Highlights for 2018: As is usual, we planned public meeting programs for the months of 
January through April, June, September, October and November. Of these meetings in 2018, 
only the October meeting was restricted to OHS members. The May meeting is the Auction 
and Plant Sale and is organized by a separate committee. (Attendance: 85.) In December, the 
Board organized the Annual General Meeting. 

Our programs in 2018 were exciting and varied. January saw Tina Liu, the landscape archi-
tect for the National Capital Commission (NCC), speaking on Gardening Design Trends, using 
her landscape plans for the NCC as examples. (Attendance: 70.) In February, Jo Hodgson 
talked about the long and venerable tradition of drystone walls. Jo, who originates from the 
United Kingdom, used examples of work she’s carried out in Canada since 2003 to illustrate 
how these walls may be used. (Attendance: 99.) In March, OHS member and Master Gardener, 
Julianne Labreche shared stories about how and why she re-landscaped her garden by elimi-
nating the grass. (Attendance: 88.) In April, Beth Tilbury told us with great humour and en-
thusiasm how to achieve prodigious productivity through the technique of Square Foot Gar-
dening. (Attendance: 111.) 

In June, we had two presentations by OHS members. Alain Decelles described his ongoing 
plans to develop gardens to enhance the experience of guests at his chalet property in Quebec 
(Resort Lac-Ste-Marie) and the challenges associated with this. Bill Brown shared the story of 
how he and John McKinven created a garden in front of their residence (the Windsor Arms 
apartment building in downtown Ottawa) that, benefitting from 23 years of loving care, won 
the 2017 Trillium Award. The Spring Show was also held in conjunction with the June meet-
ing. (Attendance: 80.) 

2018 COMMITTEE REPORTS, cont. 

mailto:s_carey@rogers.com
mailto:info@ottawahort.org
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7  Ottawa Horticultural Society
  

 

September had us returning from our summer break to hear Ken Farr, a dendrologist with the 
Canadian Forest Service, speak about trees in Canada and the important role they’ve played 
in much of our country’s development. (Attendance: 103.) The Fall Show was held in conjunc-
tion with this meeting. October brought the return of the dynamic Paul Zammitt, Director of 
Horticulture at the Toronto Botanical gardens. This was a very personal talk, distilling his 
long years of gardening experience into a presentation on his likes and dislikes with tips for 
better gardening, all delivered with Paul’s customary enthusiasm. (Attendance: 117.) 
When our original plans for November fell through, the committee was delighted to recruit lo-
cal gardening enthusiast Brian Carson to show what plant treasures may be found right here 
in our biodiverse Ottawa Valley. The talk included lots of horticultural tips and humorous an-
ecdotes. (Attendance: 85.) 

Janet Kelly and David Burroughs continue to take care of the audio/visual needs of the meet-
ings with various OHS members introducing and thanking the speakers. 

NOTE: Please see page 2 for the 2019 speaker program. 

Publicity Committee 

Convenor: Vacant  

Since we had no convenor for publicity in 2018, any publicity was arranged by members in-

volved in organizing specific events. In 2018/19, Tuula Talvila and Sheila Carey will take on 

publicity duties. 

Shows Committee 

Convenors: Gillian Macdonnell (gmak3@bell.net), Maureen Mark (mmark@rogers.com) 

Members: Nancy McDonald (Chief Statistician), Jeanie Mark-Digiacomo (incoming statisti-
cian), and OHS President (ex officio member).  

Highlights for 2018: Two judged Shows were held in 2018; the convenor for the Spring Show 
was Gillian Macdonnell, for the Fall Show, Maureen Mark. Thanks go to Dorothy Tol (cards 
and new card design), Nancy McDonald, Jeanie Mark-Digiacomo and those who stood in as 
clerks for each show. Judges in 2018 were Heather Brady and Linda Bartlett. Both shows 
were held in conjunction with general meetings. A spring show, again with emphasis on native 
plants, was held so that our Mary Bryant painting could be presented for the highest aggre-
gate in native plant classes, both horticulture and design. There were 36 entries in the native 
plant categories. There were 25 exhibitors and 182 entries for the Shows. This marks a sub-
stantial increase in entries over 2017.  

Plant bucks were earned at both shows and were used for the Auction in May as well as other 
plant sales with the exception of the Friends of the Experimental Farm sale on May 11. While 
redemption does not keep up with the number of Plant Bucks given out, it is still seen as a 
motivator for exhibitors. 25 exhibitors received $182 in Plant Bucks. $44 in Plant Bucks were 
redeemed at the Old Ottawa Porch Sale in September. 

Gillian Macdonnell is relinquishing her co-convenor role and Nancy McDonald will be stepping 
down from the committee. Maureen Mark will take over as convenor with Jeanie Mark-
Digiacomo as statistician and new committee members are Dorothy Tol, Jane Lund and Gilli-
an Macdonnell. 

For information on the Mary Bryant award, see page 32. 

 

2018 COMMITTEE REPORTS, cont. 
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Volunteer Committee 

Convenor: Edythe Falconer (elou@bell.net)  

Members: Rosemary Campbell, Sheila Burvill  

Highlights for 2018: 102 membership applications were processed between January 1 and 
October 31, 2018. Of these, 20 applicants indicated one or more specific events or projects 
they would like to be involved in. Many gave extensive lists of their particular interests. The 
OHS continues to attract a wide range of participants with extensive experience, participants 
who are ready to share their expertise with those who are relatively new to the gardening ex-
perience. 

Sheila Burvill has kept track of actual volunteers and the number of these is impressive – 98 
members of the Ottawa Horticultural Society contributed in one or more categories of activity 
as of October 31 and the year was not over! If you haven’t gotten in on the action thus far, 
consider jumping right in to any area your find attractive. If unsure, then specify that you 
want in as a learner/helper. First thing you know you’ll be mentoring the next group of learn-
ers! 

Rosemary Campbell continued her stellar work in selecting prizes to given out to lucky volun-
teers and others at the annual general meeting in December. 

Every person in the Ottawa Horticultural Society can be an advocate for the group as a whole 
as the OHS continues with community building – member by member and garden by garden. 
The Tom Brown Arena has room for many more members and our activities have room for 
many more volunteers. 

Volunteer hours: In 2018, these were estimated to be 2,215 hours. 

Yearbook Committee 

Editor: Helene Williams (chungwilliams@gmail.com) 

Members: Sheila Burvill, Josie Pazdzior (proofreader), Tuula Talvila (proofreader), Gloria Sola 
(circulation manager), Ann Frederking (2018 yearbook advertising manager), Carolyn Sprott 
(2019 yearbook advertising manager) 

Highlights for 2018: Thanks to our hardworking volunteers, the OHS 2018 Yearbook was 
published and mailed to all members in mid-January 2018. The cover featured a beautiful 
close-up image of a Cauliflower Romanesco, taken by Tim Moore, who won the Judge's 
Choice/Photographic Store Ltd. Trophy in the 2017 photo competition. Congratulations, Tim!  

We are delighted to welcome Carolyn Sprott as the advertising manager for the 2019 yearbook 
while Ann Frederking takes a well-deserved break. The yearbook continues to feature live 
links in its online version so that OHS members can open emails or webpages from the online 
yearbook. They can also click on any advertisement to go directly to the advertiser's website.  

Last year, we raised $588 dollars in advertising revenue. Sponsors defray the costs of publish-
ing and mailing the yearbook and allow us to continue to provide a high quality printed copy 
of the yearbook to all members. As a bonus, most of our advertisers offer OHS members a 10 
percent discount.  (Beaux Arbres offers OHS members a discount at their nursery but not at 
the Friends of the Farm plant sale.) If you know of any other companies that might be inter-
ested in advertising in the yearbook, please e-mail Helene at chungwilliams@gmail.com.  

2018 COMMITTEE REPORTS, cont. 

mailto:elou@bell.net
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Website 

Webmaster: Jayne Huntley 

There were no major changes to the OHS website during 2018.  If you have any suggestions 

on things you would like to see on the website, please don't hesitate to contact Jayne Huntley 

at info@ottawahort.org. 

Facebook Group  

Coordinator: Sandy Garland 

OHS Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/6012313849/ 

Highlights for 2018: Our Facebook group now has 458 members, up by 100 since last year 
at this time. Facebook considers 265 of them “active”, meaning that they post, comment, like, 
and reply to other posts. 

I asked people what they like about our Facebook group and here’s what some members said.  
“I like seeing pictures of what members are growing in their gardens as this gives me ideas for 
our own gardens.” 
“It is a good resource for spreading news about problems members have encountered in their 
gardens. It is comforting (sort of) to know others are also plagued by similar infections/bugs/
invasive plants, as well as seeing different possible solutions.” 
“I was able to find a source for my husband’s favourite plant. He has watched it grow with 
such pleasure all summer and is still excited over the thought of it blooming for the first time, 
hopefully, next spring.” 
“Someone identified an obscure weed that's giving me trouble: the three-seeded mercury.” 
“The Facebook group is a great place to ask for general advice or ask a question about the ID 
of a plant. I know a lot about my hostas but that's not true of everything I grow. It's also very 
good because one can easily post a picture to show what we are asking about.” 
We continue to use the group to publicize meetings and other events, such as the spring and 
fall sales. Although the group is small by Facebook standards, it attracts local gardeners and 
potential new OHS members. 

Thanks to everyone who contributed photos and information, asked questions and “liked” our 
postings. This is a great way to keep in touch and chat about gardening between monthly 
meetings. 

Seed Library and Exchange  

Coordinators: Karen Moore and Jeannie Olivier 

As part of the February 2018 monthly meeting, OHS held its third Annual Seed Swap – a 
great way to share the bounty of our gardens, and to look forward to spring planting during 
the depth of winter. The seed swap tables were buzzing with interest as meeting attendees pe-
rused the wide assortment of seeds brought to the exchange by members: annuals and peren-
nials, flowers, herbs, veggies and bulbils. The exchange also provided some new seeds for our 
Seed Library, which is hosted by the Ottawa Tool Library. We look forward to sharing more 
seed treasures in 2019!  

 

OTHER OHS 2018 ACTIVITY REPORTS 

mailto:info@ottawahort.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/6012313849/
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New Member Get-togethers 

Organizer: Tuula Talvila 

Joining a 300+ member organization like the OHS can be daunting for new members and it 
can be difficult to get to know people at first. Recognizing this, and wishing to make new 
members feel as engaged as possible, we began holding informal get-togethers for new, new-
ish and prospective members during the break at some of the monthly general meetings. Each 
of these was attended by several new members or people thinking of joining the OHS. The in-
tent is to help new members feel welcome, comfortable, meet some other new members, and 
find out more about the OHS's activities and how to get involved. We have also begun desig-
nating one table at the December AGM for new members. Both of these efforts will continue in 
the future. 
 

 

OTHER OHS 2018 ACTIVITY REPORTS, cont. 

http://www.rideauwoodlandramble.com/
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In 2017, we received a total of 93 images submitted by eight photographers in seven classes 
(Macros, Up Close and Personal, Flora and Fauna, Parks, O Canada, Container Gardening 
and Voluptuous Vistas). Given that 2017 was Canada’s sesquicentennial birthday, all images 
had to be photographed in Canada. The members’ voting took place at the OHS annual gen-
eral meeting (AGM) in December 2017. Members completed 35 ballots which, despite the bad 
weather, was almost the same number as in 2016. The reveal of the winners was in January 
2018. The external judge in 2017 was, once again, Mark Dalpé, who received an honorarium 
of $65 for his efforts. Mark is a sales associate at Vistek Canada as well as an avid and ac-
complished photographer.  

The winner of Judge’s Choice/Photography Store Ltd. Trophy and the People’s Choice Award 
was a new competitor: Tim Moore. Tim’s image of “Cauliflower Romanesco” in the “Macros” 
class won both awards. Tim was awarded two $25 prizes and two 8” x 10” plaques. His name 
was also added to the Photographic Store Ltd trophy and his photograph was featured on the 
cover of the 2018 yearbook. 

The winning photographs are posted on the OHS Web site in the “Member’s Only” section at: 
http://ottawahort.org/2017-photo-competition-winners/ 

In the hopes of encouraging more participation in the competition in 2018, we only allowed 

digital entries. The organizer had the images printed for voting at the 2018 AGM and was able 

to give the digital entries to our external judge. 

2017 PHOTO COMPETITION REPORT 

Convenor: Anne Johnston, a.johnston.photo@gmail.com  

http://ottawahort.org/2017-photo-competition-winners/
mailto:a.johnston.photo@gmail.com
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2018 SALES REPORTS 

 

 

OHS sales play an essential role in supporting the various ways the society goes about ful-
filling its mandate "to cultivate an interest in plants and gardening and to create a beautiful 
community". 

Funds raised support our program of speakers at monthly meetings, our community planting 
projects and other OHS initiatives. Descriptions of the 2018 program and of the 2018 commu-
nity planting project can be found elsewhere in the Yearbook.  

The sales play another role in promoting an interest in gardening and plants. At the spring 
and fall sales, almost every plant sold involves a conversation between the seller and the buy-
er about the kind of garden the plant is going into. Volunteers ask questions such as: Is this a 
new garden? Is it an older garden under renovation? Is the gardener a novice? Depending on 
the answers, consideration of one plant may evolve into the choice of another or others. Even 
when we do not have the right plant and there is no sale, we can be sure that that shopper 
will return to future sales. This question-and-answer dialogue is one of the best ways to culti-
vate interest in gardening as a fascinating and enjoyable pursuit. It's another way in which 
the OHS promotes the creation of beautiful neighbourhoods in our community. 

Chrysanthemum Sale 

Organizers: Rob Brandon and Anne Johnston 

As in 2017, we used an email ordering system, which worked well. The Chrysanthemum Sale 
organizers were the same as last year’s. Anne Johnston selected the plant varieties through 
JVK, the supplier we have been using for the last three years. Rob Brandon, assisted by Sha-
ron McCue, made up the orders at his home on May 15. The plants arrived on schedule and 
were in good condition. The price of the mums had increased from $1.00 to $1.50 each (the 
first price increase in over 10 years). The increase was needed to offset the steadily increasing 
cost of plants and shipping from our supplier.  

Requests had been made to the committee to choose cultivars that flowered a little later than 
the selections of previous years. Therefore the mums for 2018 were from the Staviski Belgian 
Mum collection, which included red, yellow, white, orange and pink. The Staviski mums flow-
er in early October. This year, members pre-ordered 788 mums (purchased by 51 members) 
which was an increase from 746 in 2017. Because plants are sold to us in lots of 50, we had a 
surplus of 162 plants, which we sold for $1.50 each at the May 22 annual auction and plant 
sale. After the auction, about 70 unsold plants were taken to the Great Glebe Garage Sale. 
The weather was wet and the mums (and other plants) did not sell well at St. Giles and most 
were given away to avoid composting them.  

The costs of the plants, tags and freight totaled $725.92. The sale of the mums totaled 
$1,321.00, meaning that the OHS netted $595.  

Friends of the Farm Plants Sale  

Organizers: Rob Brandon, Kristin Kendall and Louise Rowe 

Spring 2018 was long and cold, leading to concern that on May 13 the supply of plants from 
members would be less than the average over the last few years. The upside was that other 
vendors at the sale were faced with the same supply challenges; so in fact sales were brisk 
and prices were stable. The final sale total of $1,642.80 was actually just a little above the 
2017 total.  
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Louise Rowe led the organization of the sale day with help from Kristin Kendall. A total of 19 
members helped with the plant preparation and the sales team of 13 knowledgeable and at-
tentive volunteers on the Sunday helped buyers to make just the right choices for their gar-
dens.  

Many thanks to all who helped make this sale another success for the OHS. In particular, 
many thanks are due the OHS members who dug up plants from their gardens in such chal-
lenging spring weather. It would be impossible to acknowledge all these generous gardeners 
by name but without them there would be no sales at all. 

For the sale in 2019, Rob Brandon will be working with Caroline da Silva, who has kindly 
agreed to have the plant preparation at her house and garden. An organizer for the day of sale 
activities will be recruited later. 

Auction and Plant Sale 

Organizers: Maureen Mark (Auction), Tuula Talvila (Sale) 

Maureen Mark organized the auction component of the May 22 event while Tuula Talvila and 
Sheila Carey took care of the plant sale. 

Despite our delayed spring, plant lovers came through to make the OHS Auction and Plant 
Sale a great success! Attendance may have been slightly lower than in previous years but the 
total brought in by the event was $2,630, about $300 more than last year, thanks to the high-
ly successful auction, which raised $1,275. There were 67 registered bidders, with 17 people 
winning the 30 different items on offer. There was a lot of bidding action and the average win-
ning bid was quite high at $42.50. Plant sales brought in $1,355, including $184 collected by 
Ann Frederking for hostas sold at her home. 

Without the donation of plants to the auction and sale, we wouldn't have an event, so thank 
you to everyone who donated plants. Similarly, the evening ran very smoothly thanks to the 
crew of almost 40 volunteers who filled the wide variety of jobs. Many thanks to new and re-
turning volunteers! Special thanks to Marilyn Light for once again being an entertaining and 
informative auctioneer. 

Fall Sale (with the Old Ottawa South Porch Sale)  

Organizers: Anne Johnston, Jane Krider, and Gloria Sola  

Thanks to our members who donated many fine plants, our volunteers who potted them up 
and transported them to the sale and those who spent a very frigid morning on September 8 
selling them, we were able to add $1,481.45 to the OHS bank account, including the $290 
raised by a pop-up selling of hostas earlier in the week. This was a record for this particular 
sale. 

Once again Anne Johnston received the donations and hosted the potting-up group. Having 
done this for many years, we now know to group the same type of plants together (shade with 
shade, sun with sun, etc.) and similarly transport them together. It makes the setting up 
much easier. We had picked up the tables and supplies from the locker the day before and so 
were ready to start setting up at 7:00am. All was up and ready by 8:00am when our first cus-
tomers appeared. The traffic flow was steady throughout the day. Our shifts of 10 volunteers 
came and went and by 12:30pm most of the plants and all the garden paraphernalia had been 
sold. Next year we are thinking of not putting up the canopy unless it looks like rain since we 
are in the shadow of the school building and sun is not a factor. 

2018 SALES REPORTS, cont. 
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In 2017 we conducted the first part of a joint project between the OHS and the Friends of the 
Central Experimental Farm to mark the OHS’s 125th anniversary and Canada’s sesquicenten-
nial. That part of the project comprised the installation of four information panels in the per-
gola of the Explorer Rose garden in the Farm’s Ornamental Gardens. The panels provide in-
formation about eminent plant hy-
bridizers who worked at the Farm – 
Isabella Preston (lilacs), Felicitas 
Svejda (Explorer roses), and A.P. 
(Percy) Saunders (peonies) – and the 
importance of their horticultural 
contributions to Canadian garden-
ers in the early days of the Domin-
ion. 

2018 saw the completion of the pro-
ject, with the replanting of some 
parts of the Macoun Memorial Gar-
den, also located in the ornamental 
gardens at the Farm. Opened in 
1936, this garden honours William 
T. Macoun, who was the Dominion 
Horticulturist (1910-1933) and also 
served as OHS President in 1899. In 
order to use plants that would have been used in Macoun’s time, OHS member Lynn Arm-
strong conducted extensive historical research into the garden's origins, including use of the 
City archives, Agriculture Canada's archives, and even a trip to the archives of the Royal Bo-
tanical Garden in Hamilton to read the journals of Isabella Preston, who likely worked on the 
garden design. The original planting plan by R. Warren Oliver remained elusive but Lynn's 

research allowed her to create a 
number of plant lists for us to work 
with – perennials, annuals, native 
plants, and shrubs. Fruitful histori-
cal references included plant lists 
written by Isabella Preston and the 
book “Ottawa - A  City of Gardens” 
which was co-authored by William 
Macoun in 1916. Lynn compiled 
print copies of the relevant docu-
ments and her summary of findings, 
and these have been turned into an 
electronic reference document for 
the OHS that is available as an 
online resource: http://
ottawahort.org/qr/historical-
research. 

The next step was creating a specif-
ic planting plan using Lynn’s plant lists; this scheme was developed by Polly McColl of the 
Friends of the Farm. Wherever possible, we selected plants that were of Macoun's time, but 
also made use of modern varieties in some cases (e.g., Phlox varieties resistant to powdery 
mildew). The shrubs that were selected are all varieties that were developed on the Farm and 
we included a section of native plants, as this was an interest of Macoun’s. 

Volunteers Nancy McDonald and Rob Brandon (Photo credit: Tuula Talvila) 

Volunteers Blaine Marchand and Gloria Sola (Photo credit:  Tuula Talvila) 

THE 125TH ANNIVERSARY PROJECT: COMPLETED 

http://ottawahort.org/qr/historical-research
http://ottawahort.org/qr/historical-research
http://ottawahort.org/qr/historical-research
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In the spring, most of the plants were ordered by Rob Brandon from Mary Reid at Green 
Thumb Nursery, with a few additional plants purchased through Beaux Arbres Nursery and 
NPK Nursery. In June a planting group was assembled and we installed 96 plants in the gar-
den. As a permanent marker of the project, a rock was installed in one of the replanted garden 
beds, bearing a brass plaque that outlines the project. Like the plant hybridizer panels, the 
plaque includes a QR code that can be scanned with a smart phone to get more information 
about the project from the project website. 

On June 24, 2018, the project’s replanted flower beds were officially unveiled during a cere-
mony that was part of the Friends’ annual June Blooms garden event. Outlining the develop-
ment of the project and the history of the Macoun garden, speakers included Judy Dodds 
(President of the Friends), Joel Wilkin (Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada), and OHS members 
Tuula Talvila and Lynn Armstrong. Lynn (decked out in period costume) also had a display of 
some of the historical material she found in her research and Tuula was on hand with a post-
er showing the planting plan. We were delighted to have two of William Macoun’s grandsons 
in attendance for the unveiling. 

The final step of the anniversary project – planting historical bulbs – was carried out in Sep-
tember. Based on a list of historical daffodil and tulip varieties compiled by Blaine Marchand, 
Rob Brandon contacted Michael Ritchie and purchased 447 bulbs from Ritchie Feed and 
Seed. These were then planted in amongst the previous perennial plantings of the project. We 
look forward to seeing their blooms next spring. 

We hope you will visit the Farm’s ornamental garden to see the different elements of this two-
year anniversary project – both the hybridizer panels and the historical plantings in the Ma-
coun garden. Photos, historical materials, plant lists and the planting plan can all be found 

THE 125TH ANNIVERSARY PROJECT, cont. 

Unveiling ceremony, leŌ to right: Tuula Talvila, Derek Fortune (William Macoun's grand-
son), Lynn Armstrong, Chris Wilson (William Macoun's grandson), Denise Kennedy, Judy 
Dodds, Joel Wilkin, Jeremy Dizazzo (Photo credit: Richard Hinchcliīe, Friends of the Farm) 
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on the project’s website at: http://ottawahort.org/qr/home/. This is the starting point for the 
anniversary project as a whole and has all the links at the top of the page to the various hy-
bridizers and to the Macoun garden restoration. The links from there lead to all the compo-
nents of the project from the last two years. 

Many people contributed to the success of this large multi-year project, including: 

Project planning & organization: Lynn Armstrong, Rob Brandon, Denise Kennedy, Blaine 
Marchand, James Robertson, Tuula Talvila 

Planting: Lynn Armstrong, Rob Brandon, Blaine Marchand, Nancy McDonald, Gloria Sola, 
Tuula Talvila 

Plant photos & project website: Jayne Huntley, Anne Johnston, James Robertson 

French translations: Jean-Philippe Tabet 

Panels & plaque manufacturing: Mark Brenchley (Brentech) 

Friends of the Central Experimental Farm: Judy Dodds, Richard Hinchcliff, Denise Kenne-
dy and the Macoun garden volunteers who will be maintaining the plantings, Polly McColl 

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s horticulture staff: Jeremy Dizazzo, Pierre Huppé, Jean
-Pierre Regnault 

Thanks also to the Ontario Horticultural Association for a Special Project Grant of $500 which 
was put toward purchasing plants. 

THE 125TH ANNIVERSARY PROJECT, cont. 

http://ottawahort.org/qr/home/
http://beyondthehouse.ca/
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Work to create a new garden adjacent to a 
common room for dementia patients at the 
Peter D. Clarke long term care facility be-
gan with meetings with facility managers 
in early April and continued through the 
creation of a master plant list with plant-
ing maps drawn to scale for each section of 
the garden. After much back-and-forth on 
plant specifications, Rob Brandon and 
Deborah Watt drove to Green Life Nursery, 
a wholesale nursery where our plants were 
lined up and waiting to be stowed in the 
rental van and delivered to Centrepointe. 
The plants were in very good condition and 
there were choices available that would 
have been hard to find all in one place at 
retail prices in Ottawa.   

On June 8, seven OHS members teamed up with about 15 volunteers from a government of-
fice doing community service. Each OHS volunteer was given a garden section map and some 
helpers to plant everything according to that plan. One OHS stalwart managed the plant cor-
ral, handing out the right pot as it was needed by each planting team. It was a lot of work 
matching everything up, checking aesthetics, amending the soil, planting, and watering. OHS 
volunteers were good sports about the excess of enthusiastic amateurs. It was all done by 
noon. Eight days later, another work party dug in black plastic garden border edging around 
the beds, stapled landscape fabric for a footpath and spread a lot of bark mulch to make the 
new path along the gardens. 

Repeated promises were made by management at Peter D. Clark that the new gardens would 
be watered, weeded, and tended, probably by a company with an existing landscaping con-
tract, but by very early July, the new garden was a garbage-strewn, weed-filled mess of dying 
and dead plants. It was a heart-sickening sight.   

The garden was finally rescued in mid-July and by the end of September our work party 
found it in good shape and the plants that had survived were healthy. We removed most foli-
age and planted over 200 tulip, narcissus and snowdrop bulbs in front of the common room 
window. This time our four OHS volunteers were supplemented by two hardworking helpers 
who regularly volunteer at Peter D. Clarke, including the woman who was largely responsible 
for saving the garden. 

Standout plants in the garden (almost all choices by Jennifer Mix) include Heuchera ‘Lime 
Marmalade’ with leaf colour true to its name, Cranesbill geranium “Rozanne” which bloomed 
for months, Brunnera macrophylla ‘Jack Frost’ with bright variegated foliage all season, Hy-
drangea paniculata ‘Pinky Winky’ which bloomed heavily in the first year and tall pink       
cleomes which provided colour for three months. The garden design included patterned repe-
tition of plants, a limited flower colour palette of white, pink with a bit of blue and a pleasing 

2018 COMMUNITY PLANTING ACTIVITY 

A New Garden at the Peter D. Clark Long-Term 

Care Facility, Centrepointe  

Convenor: Deborah Watt, Deborah.Watt@yahoo.ca  

(Photo credits: Deborah Watt) 

mailto:Deborah.Watt@yahoo.ca
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flow of bright green foliage carried by Japanese forest grass, gold-
leaved bleeding heart, the lime coral bells and some hostas. Many 
of the plants will bloom in May and June so the full impact of the 
garden will be best appreciated next year over a period of months, 
starting in April with spring bulbs and hellebores. 

Thanks to the many volunteers who made this project possible: 
Jeff and Pete Blackadar, Rob Brandon, Lindsay Kennedy, Ela 
Kesik, Julianne Labreche, Anita Landolt, Germain Larose, Jennifer 
Mix, Louise Rowe, Sarah Shapiro, Wendy Simmons, and Dorothy 
Tol. Thanks also to the Export Development Corporation volun-
teers and Debbie and Pat from the Peter D. Clark volunteer contin-
gent as well as managers there who supported the project. 

2018 COMMUNITY PLANTING ACTIVITY, cont. 

http://www.greenthumbgarden.ca/
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THE FORTY-YEAR CLUB 

Congratulations to the following members who have been with the OHS for 40 or more years. 
Their wealth of experience and knowledge continue to enrich the Society and encourage us all! 

Herb Cheesman  

Heidi Geraets 

Cecile Sanders 

Judy Shedden 

LONG-SERVICE MEMBERS 

The OHS also congratulates these 2018 Milestone Members: 

10 years 

Mary Ann Van Berlo 

Rosemary Campbell 

Margaret Falkenhagen 

Annette and Dean Frank 

Betty Jean O’Riordan 

20 Years 

Maureen Lachance 

Wendolyn Nicholds and Dennis Whitfield 

Margaret Scratch 

Sylvia Spasoff 

2018 CASH DONORS 

The OHS would like to thank the following generous individuals for donations given between 

November 26, 2017, and August 31, 2018. 

Yvonne Ackerman 

Alan and Sharee Eid in memory of Phyllis Hatch 

D-J Smith 

Robin Woods 
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2018 OHS GARDEN TOURS 

Convenor: Jennifer Mix, j.mix@sympatico.ca  

(Photos credits: Josie Pazdzior, Laurie Graham, Jennifer Mix) 

Spring Tour 

Windsor Arms 

On June 24 we visited the streetscape garden of 
the Windsor Arms at 150 Argyle Avenue, winner 
of the 2017 Trillium Award and George L. Myles 
Trophy. The garden, ably managed by residents 
Bill Brown and John McKinven, was begun 
about 23 years ago when a few residents asked 
the city to install bollards to keep vehicles off the 
muddy land in front of their building. In addition 
to bollards, the City planted five Norway maples, 
which forever set the direction of what would be-
come a very shady urban garden. Under this 
heavy canopy, the garden has taken many twists 
and turns to arrive at its current balance of pot-
ted annuals and shade-loving perennials. And 
while Bill and John have struggled against the 
restrictions imposed by the maples, they also understand that the trees provide what passers-
by refer to as the garden's "oasis-like" feeling of respite from the summer heat of the city. Alt-
hough there are some flowers providing colour, the garden is largely appreciated for its vivid 
greens and slightly wild air. Goldenrod, Queen Anne's lace, milkweed, and mullein arrived on 
their own to a hearty welcome and mix well with the many vines, shrubs and grasses. 

The garden's most remarked-upon feature is the sidewalk that brings people right through its 
middle, enveloping everyone in cool greenery, as well as offering up a Little Free Library, Adi-
rondack chairs and a bench to encourage a pause in busy lives. The Metcalfe side is now in-
tensely gardened as well, giving the building a wraparound green paradise on one of the busi-
est arteries in the city. Kudos for all their efforts! 

Museum of Nature – Landscapes of  
Canada garden 

The garden opened in 2016 and was the 2017 win-
ner of the New Garden Experience of the Year 
award from the Canadian Garden Council. Located 
on the west side of the museum (along O’Connor 
Street) are boreal forest, arctic tundra, prairie 
grassland gardens and even a mammoth steppe, 
with their respective plant species in evidence. The 
gardens are open to the public. However, as a spe-
cial treat for OHS members, botanist Paul Sokoloff  
shared the story of his role in creating these land-
scapes and talked about the challenges of finding 

plants sourced from across Canada and maintaining them in Ottawa. Native species often 
struggle to survive the onslaught of ‘pest’ plant seeds that blow in from the neighbourhood but 
happy accidents have occurred, such as the field of Sweet William growing in the prairie 
grassland. Paul is ever optimistic that the original plantings of appropriate native species will 
win the day, with a lot of help from the weeding crews. Our thanks to Paul for his enthusiastic 
and knowledgeable presence. 

mailto:j.mix@sympatico.caa
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Summer Tour 

On July 22, we visited three Alta Vista gardens and two allotment gardens in the same area. 
Though the day threatened and produced heavy rain in the morning, by tour time the sky had 
cleared and the gardens shone. 

Janet Carkner’s Garden 

In Jan Carkner’s garden we saw two quite different vi-
sions. The front yard is a low-maintenance cottage gar-
den, primarily consisting of easy perennials, such as 
black-eyed Susans, echinacea, shasta daisies, and 
grasses. Cars park along her street, so Jan leaves a 
three-foot strip of mulch alongside the curb for people 
to step onto.  

The backyard of this 130-foot-deep lot is dominated by 
a huge black walnut tree in one corner. But thanks to 
the sandy-loam soil, Jan is able to grow plants under 
its canopy, unlike her unfortunate neighbours. In 2015, 
Jan had a charming waterfall designed and built—it 
tumbles down a slope in the centre of the yard and is 
planted with striking grasses, perennials, and evergreens. Because a neighbour took down a 
massive maple in the main part of the back garden, Jan has focused on perennials and 
shrubs that attract pollinators and birds, such as Joe-Pye weed (Eutrochium), various milk-
weed varieties (Asclepias), chokeberry (Aronia), dogwoods, elderberry, and viburnums. Dwarf 
evergreens give shelter and winter interest. Tall grasses, beaked hazel, and sumacs provide 
privacy in the yard by late July. Under the shade of the black walnut, heucheras, ferns, 
spring-blooming natives, and hostas grow. To thwart their now elderly dogs and protect her 
plants, Jan has strategically located short fencing and upright short logs, and liberally used 
wood-chips on the paths. 

Suzanne Carr’s Garden 

From a wild, tangled forest of brush, elm, Manitoba maple, 
and towering ash, Suzanne Carr began to tame the back of 
her large, sloping property in 2005. The Carrs added a salt-
water pool to the sunny western side of the garden and later 
carved out a waterfall, stream, and fish pond on the deeply 
shady eastern side. Numerous plantings were added 
poolside, including fragrant mock orange and lavender. Blue 
flag iris, water lilies, yellow iris, papyrus, and water hya-
cinths fill the pond and give the colourful koi something to 
nibble. Inviting flagstone paths lead the visitor up and down 
through sunlit or shady seating areas, an inviting hammock, 
and a quiet retreat with a statue of St. Francis of Assisi sur-
rounded by masses of hostas and ferns, a tribute to her late 
father. 

The Carrs’ haven of shade and tranquillity was destroyed 
when the emerald ash borer forced them to cut down 104 
ash trees and later 12 elm because of Dutch elm disease. 
The garden was transformed into a much more sunny space 

2018 OHS GARDEN TOURS, cont. 
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and necessitated an evolving plant selection. Fruit trees, Japanese maples, and a ‘Crimson 
King’ maple were added, as well as numerous sun-loving perennials. The trunks of many of 
the trees have cleverly become tall pedestals on which perch exotic and humorous bird hous-
es. The garden is still a work in progress, lovingly undertaken, as are most gardens. 

Dorothy Levine’s Garden 

Dorothy took her inspiration for her front gar-
den from a book by Liz Primeau called Front 
Yard Gardens, which illustrated how the au-
thor transformed her own front garden, step 
by step, along the lines of the small gardens 
she saw in Europe. 

Dorothy’s south-facing perennial garden 
(about 30’ x 40’) was built 14 years ago. The 
landscaping was done professionally and 
some plantings were established at that time. 
Dorothy has moved her perennials about con-
siderably over time and eliminated the under-
performers, the unlovely, the thugs.  

For every moment of the summer, the garden offers delights. In May it shows Solomon’s seal, 
bleeding hearts, forget-nots, and pulmonaria in the shady side bed leading to the back. In 
June, blue nepeta, orange poppies, pink bergenia, and hesperis bloom over a carpet of pink 
mother-of-thyme around the pathway stones. July offers a near complete spectrum of phlox 
(red, light pink, dark pink, salmon, and white) and an eye-popping selection of pink and red 
poppies, persicaria, lychnis, Russian sage, salvia, and day lilies. Roses bloom all summer 
long. The garden also holds a few flowering shrubs and some grasses. The result is a concen-
trated, intensely planted swath of brilliant colour and texture. Dorothy’s garden brings her 
reassurance, hope and gratitude. As she says, gardens give so much and ask for so little. 

Anne Johnston’s Kilborn Garden Allotments 

Since 2010, Anne Johnston has been hybridizing daylilies in her 50’ 
x 50’ allotment garden located at the Kilborn Community Garden. At 
any given time there are about 700 unique flowering daylilies plus 
another 400 or so that are only in their first year. It is truly a labour 
of love … or insanity—some days it’s hard to tell the difference. 
Each flower is photographed and measured as is the branching and 
height of each scape. Each plant has a family tree drawn up to bet-
ter determine the dominant and recessive traits. Come and visit! 
Anne’s lot is just a one minute walk from the parking area on Kil-
born Avenue between Canterbury/Haig Drive and Delmar Drive with 
plenty of parking. The allotment will be well identified. 

Hope Garden Kilborn Garden Allotments 

The Hope Garden is a 7,000-ft2 organic garden. The vegetables grown are used in the Shep-
herds of Good Hope’s soup kitchen and supportive housing meal programs. The garden has 
been up and running since the early 2000’s and after so many years of care, it yields between 
5000 and 7000 lbs of vegetables annually. 

The incredible team of volunteers contribute more than just labour—they share their 

2018 OHS GARDEN TOURS, cont. 
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knowledge of gardening to ensure the right decisions are made. They 
rotate the crops to ensure maximum use of nutrients and diminished 
chance of disease each. They keep the organic waste and make their 
own compost to spread on the rows at the beginning of the season. At 
the end of the season they spread either a manure or triple mix on 
each of the rows to ensure that they have beautiful soil for the follow-
ing season. 

When planting, they take into account the ecosystem that is necessary 
for a healthy garden. They plant flowers to attract bees and butterflies 
and, when weeding, try not to disrupt the worms and other organisms 
in the soil. The garden has a drip irrigation system that helps to ensure 
that all rows are watered well. They hand water after the initial plant-
ing and for first few weeks, but the drip system allows plenty of water 
to get to the roots even in the hottest days of the season.  

Annual OHS Summer Gathering 

This year the OHS gathering was hosted by our very 
generous member and 2017-2018 OHS treasurer 
Alain Decelles at his beautifully sited property on 
Lac-Sainte-Marie, an hour north of Ottawa. A large 
number of members attended, bringing their lunch-
es and extra dishes of goodies to share with others. 
Robb Wainwright concocted and served his deli-
cious sangria with his customary panache. We en-
joyed eating in the sunshine on the patio and in the 
shade under the spreading maples. 

Four years ago Alain decided to create ‘Resort Lac-
Ste-Marie’ as a get-away location for vacationers 
and wedding parties to enjoy the peaceful and beau-

tiful lakefront surroundings. The property, a four-acre parcel of land on the shores of Lac-
Sainte-Marie, was part of a pioneer farm with a house, an old log barn, and a few gardens.  

Over the last four summers of intensive gardening and with the assistance of horticulture stu-
dents from Algonquin College, Alain has built a phenomenal number of garden plots. One of 
the largest is the impressively lush vegetable garden, where a wide variety of vegetables are 
grown. He also has berry gardens and herb gardens and is cloning trees and shrubs to be 
planted later as shelter and a visual barrier around the perimeter of his property. The pond 
garden is surrounded with native plants and is full of pond fish; its nutrient-rich water is also 
used to water neighbouring gardens. The Zen garden has been planted with bird- and butter-
fly-friendly varieties: colourful hydrangea, perennial hibiscus, and a large collection of hostas. 
A Manitoba maple has been disciplined into a bonsai with a tempting hammock nearby. 

We thank Alain for offering his resort for our summer gathering.  

Additional photos of all the gardens can be found on the OHS website in the Members’ Only 
section at http://ottawahort.org/2018-garden-tours-photo-album/   

2018 OHS GARDEN TOURS, cont. 

GARDEN TOURS 

Check the Grapevine email for gardens that will be open to Society members in 2019. 

http://ottawahort.org/2018-garden-tours-photo-album/
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It is my pleasure as President to recognize the contributions to the OHS of Tuula Talvila. 

Since joining the OHS in 2009, Tuula has become known as one of those members who seems 
to be involved in almost everything in some way or another.  She plays an active role in plant 
sales, including helping prepare plants for the Fall Sale, and, for the past three years, organiz-
ing the plant sale component of the May Plant Auction and Sale. She also coordinates the 
planning for the Annual General Meeting (AGM). 

A member of the Board for some time, she is always willing to step forward and help where 
needed. She has shown leadership in welcoming new members to the OHS at monthly meet-
ings and the AGM, and plays an active role on the Facebook page and in publicity for events.   

As a proofreader extraordinaire, Tuula also contributes in a way that is less visible to many 
members. Neither the yearbook nor the newsletter would have be so readable without Tuula's 
eyes spotting errors and typos in the publications and using her red pencil to correct the final 
copies just before they go to press.  

For the past few years, she's been involved in the OHS's 125th anniversary projects, carried 
out in conjunction with the Friends of the Central Experimental Farm. And this is just a par-
tial list of how she's contributed to the Society. 
 
Her main attribute is that everyone enjoys working with Tuula. She's level-headed, well orga-
nized, has a good sense of what's important and what’s not, and is always pleasant to deal 
with. 

— Jayne Huntley, OHS President  

2018 PRESIDENT’S AWARD WINNER 

TUULA TALVILA 

Jayne Huntley and Tuula Talvila  (Photo credit: Anne Johnston) 
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The Society is pleased to make Jennifer Mix an Honorary Life Member in recognition of her 
many contributions to the OHS over the years.  

Jennifer has been a member of the OHS since 1999. She served as secretary on the Board of 
directors for several years, in which capacity she organized the Annual General Meeting, made 
the bookings for OHS meetings and other events, prepared a Board Binder of information for 
incoming directors, maintained a record of all board decisions and approved motions, and 
took on other responsibilities. In 2006, she was one of the Ontario Horticultural Association 
(OHA) District 2 members organizing the 100th anniversary convention of the OHA. 

Since she joined the OHS, she has been involved with plant sales, including acting as coordi-
nator for several years of the OHS plant sale held in conjunction with the May auction, as well 
as the “Day of” coordinator for both the Friends of the Farm and fall sales. She continues to 
help out as a pricer of plants and general factotum for the annual OHS Plant Auction and 
Sale. 

Jennifer has been very actively involved in the community gardening activities of the OHS, 
including acting for several years as coordinator. She has been a longstanding and invaluable 
volunteer with projects, helping with design, plant sourcing and planting. 

For many years, she has been the main organizer of OHS garden tours for members, which 
involves a considerable amount of work. She has also been involved with the newsletter and 
yearbook, including copy editing and helping to reduce postage costs. Her successful negotia-
tions through Canada Post’s intricate rules for bulk mailings continue to save the society sig-
nificant amounts of money every year. 

Jennifer has been a member of various committees and involved with a multitude of OHS ac-
tivities and projects. She has been the recipient of most OHS awards over the years, as well as 
receiving official recognition from the City of Ottawa for her work in renovating gardens. She 
is a most worthy Honorary Life Member of the Society. 

NEW HONORARY LIFE MEMBER 

JENNIFER MIX 

Jennifer Mix (Photo credit: Margaret Scratch) 
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2018 MEMBERS’ APPRECIATION AWARD  

SHEILA BURVILL 

Sheila Burvill is the worthy recipient of this year’s Members’ Appreciation Award.   
Sheila has been a member of the OHS for 19 years and has contributed to and volunteered in 
almost every activity and aspect of the Society.   

Her leadership in the Society has been seen both formally and informally.  As a new member 
she became involved in revamping the OHS News and played a leadership role on the Editori-
al Board until April 2018.  She has also been a stalwart member of the Yearbook team, ac-
tively supporting the Editor, and has been key in ensuring that these publications are pro-
duced in a timely manner and are as excellent as they are. 

Sheila also has been involved with the OHS’s sale at the Old Ottawa South Porch Sale since 
its initiation, which has become an important fundraiser for the Society, and has been active-
ly involved with most OHS plant sales over the years – contributing plants, helping with the 
potting-up, and staffing the sale tables.   

When the Board decided to place more emphasis on supporting and recognizing our volun-
teers, Sheila stepped forward and headed up the Volunteer Committee of the OHS, ensuring 
that volunteers were directed to the right committee or activity. She started the volunteer 
recognition at the Annual General Meeting, making it a fun and enjoyable way of celebrating 
OHS volunteers. 

More recently, she has reviewed the OHS archival materials and has started discussions with 
the City of Ottawa Archives on how to preserve the history of the OHS. 

In her formal role in the leadership of the OHS, she has served several terms on the OHS 
Board, including serving as President. 

Sheila is invariably cheerful, helpful, and enthusiastic. She is always ready and willing to 
lend a hand and help out. She has contributed much time and energy to the OHS over the 
years, and is one of the people that keep the Society going and make it the organization that 
it is. This award is a small way of recognizing her many contributions and hard work.  

Jayne Huntley and Sheila Burvill (Photo credit: Anne Johnston) 
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In 2018, the search for Trillium Award winners moved further east to include neighbourhoods 
from Overbrook to Manor Park, Carson Grove, and in between. Established by the Ottawa 
Horticultural Society in 1967, in honour of Canada’s centennial year, the purpose of the 
award is to recognize efforts by citizens to beautify Ottawa neighborhoods through their gar-
dens. Every year a different specific postal code area is visited by the Trillium committee 
members, who view the front gardens from the street once during each of the three gardening 
seasons. They evaluate the gardens according to criteria based on overall design and plant 
materials, including such elements as bed layout, framing, balance, “hardscaping”, variety of 
plant material, colours, condition and maintenance. The creators of the front garden judged 
most outstanding from spring through fall are awarded a cup called the George L. Myles Tro-
phy. One or two special gardens which come close to a win in all three seasons are recognized 
with honourable mention certificates.  

Michele Tetrault created the winning garden this year at 37 Washington Street. It is 
a delightful tapestry of choice perennials, beautifully grown and cared for, with outstanding 
colour all season. The garden beds are neatly contained by logs along the sidewalk and ac-
cessed by a flagstone path to the front door. The perennials were well-chosen to be in propor-
tion to the space, with each one displayed to best advantage, in balanced harmony.   

Honourable Mention: Don Ewanovitch’s garden at 140 Teakwood Court. Don has created a 
lushly-planted space with many fine trees and shrubs along with hostas and other perennials 
to provide interest all year. Large Japanese maples, a ginkgo, magnolias, peonies and azaleas 
create layers of flowers and foliage at various heights. Don is an enthusiastic gardener who 
enjoys sharing seeds and stories about his gardening experiences.   

Honourable Mention: 21 Prince Albert Street, created by Sandra Benoit. This charming gar-
den on a corner lot has six beds situated in a matrix of river stone, giving a well-groomed for-
mal effect. The burgundy-and-blue colour palette of the trees and shrubs in front of the house 
provide a great background for the changing perennial blooms over the season. 

The OHS Trillium judges in 2018 were Dorothy (DJ) Smith and Josie Pazdzior. 

TRILLIUM AWARD and GEORGE L. MYLES TROPHY 

K1K POSTAL CODE 

37 Washington Street  (Photo credit: Josie Pazdzior) 



29  Ottawa Horticultural Society
  

 

For 57 consecutive years, this volunteer organization, financed entirely by local supporters, 
has displayed and rewarded student creativity and excellence in the sciences. Rewards in-
clude entrance scholarships to both the University of Ottawa and Carleton University and 
support for up to 11 of the best local projects in the Canada-Wide Science Fair. 

On Friday and Saturday, April 6 and 7, 2018, a total of 250 students presented 222 projects. 
Some of these students were home-schooled; others came from public, separate and private 
institutions. 

The OHS Special Award, one of over 20 such awards, is the only OHS activity specifically di-
rected at young students. Every year, the OHS generously offers a family membership to each 
winner plus $100 to a student in the Junior category and $100 to the winner in the Interme-
diate/Senior category. An additional donation of $200 supports the administrative costs of the 
Ottawa Fair and entries in the Canada Wide Science Fair. 

The OHS criteria call for projects demonstrating understanding of factors governing the 
growth or reproduction of plants, whether they are grown for food, ornament or environmental 
modification. These criteria give room for a very broad spectrum of botanical investigations. 

JUNIOR category winner—Nooraiz Noorani—“Greenhouses Should be Blue” 

This Grade 7 student demonstrated his project to an appreciative audience at the April 24 
OHS meeting and insisted he learned a great deal from interactions with curious OHS mem-
bers and their provocative questions. 

INTERMEDIATE/SENIOR category winners—Victoria Ducharme and Zoey Phillips—
“Aerobiology - The New and Innovative Way to Solve the Pollen Epidemic”  
Victoria Ducharme and Zoey Phillips's project also won second place at the Ottawa Regional 
Science Fair as well as the opportunity to represent Ottawa at the Canada-Wide Science Fair.  
At the Canada-wide competition they won the Excellence Award as well as a Western Univer-
sity $1000 Entrance Scholarship. On April 24, Victoria and Zoey were invited to Parliament 
Hill to receive the "Future Leader in Science" award presented by the Intellectual Property In-

Nooraiz Noorani, Junior category winner Victoria Ducharme and Zoey Phillips,  
Intermediate/Senior category winners 

OTTAWA REGIONAL SCIENCE FAIR 
OTTAWA HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY SPECIAL AWARDS 

(Photo credits: Rebecca Last) 
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OTTAWA REGIONAL SCIENCE FAIR 
OTTAWA HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY SPECIAL AWARDS, cont. 

stitute of Canada. Victoria and Zoey presented their project at the September 25 meeting of 
the OHS. 

The OHS judges, Lyse Morisset, Jeff Blackadar, Rebecca Last and Lindsay Vyvey were de-
lighted with the students' enthusiasm and the scientific quality of their projects. 

SPECIAL MENTION is in order for the exceptional positive feedback received this year from 
students and especially from the parents of winners of the OHS awards. This includes the 
mother of MacKenzie Watson, a previous winner, who recognized the OHS organizer during 
this year's Fair and was so delighted to see her daughter’s picture in the OHS yearbook, she 
was given a copy of the yearbook on the spot. 

Dr. Noorani, the father of our Junior winner, thanked us profusely for the encouragement the 
award provided for his son, a newcomer to the Ottawa area. The family was also the first ever 
to accept the family membership that comes with the award. 

Our senior winners, Victoria Ducharme and Zoey Phillips, donated a ‘Red Sunset’ Maple tree 
to the OHS which was planted near the south-west corner of the Fletcher Wildlife Garden. 
They also gave one of the judges a book, Veterans Garden Guide by Peter Prakke, as a gift of 
thanks. 

In conclusion, this activity is proving to be a truly positive contribution to the Ottawa com-
munity. 

— Lyse Morisset, Chief Judge 

PLANT DISCOUNTS 

Thank you to the following companies for offering a 10% or more discount on regularly 
priced plants to our members. Please support them in turn by giving them your business. 
To get the discount, present your OHS membership card when you make your purchases. 
Vendors are listed on the back of the card. All discounts are subject to change.  

Artistic Landscape Designs Ltd., 2079 Bank Place, Ottawa 613-733-8221  

Beaux Arbres Plantes Indigènes/Native Plants, 29 Ragged Chute Road, Bristol, QC 
(discount offered only at their farm) 613-986-5077 

Beyond the House, 144 Craig Street, Russell 613-445-5214 

Budd Gardens Perennials, 2832 Innes Road, Ottawa 613-830-4326 

Galetta Rose Nurseries, 3196 Galetta Road, Ottawa 613-797-6257 

Green Thumb Garden Centre, 17 Tristan Court, Ottawa 613-228-0224 

The Herb Garden, 3840 Old Almonte Road, Almonte 613-256-0228 

J.A. Laporte Flowers & Nursery, 455 Famille-Laporte, Orleans 613-833-2316 

Mondus Distinction Garden Decor, online only http://mondusdistinction.com/ 

Richard Inchley Ponds & Aquaria, 3964 Farmview Road, Kinburn 613-852-2466 

Rideau Woodland Ramble, 210 Burritts Rapids Road, Merrickville 613-258-3797 

Whitehouse Perennials, 594 Rae Road, Almonte 613-256-3406 

http://artisticlandscape.on.ca/
https://beauxarbres.ca/
http://beyondthehouse.ca/
http://www.buddgardens.com/
http://www.treedoctor.ca/
http://www.greenthumbgarden.ca/
http://www.herbgarden.on.ca/visit/hours-location/
http://www.laportegardens.com/en/
https://mondusdistinction.com/
http://www.pondsandaquaria.ca/
http://www.rideauwoodlandramble.com/
http://www.whitehouseperennials.com/
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Our third year of presenting the Mary Bryant Award to an exhibitor in the Summer Show hav-
ing the highest aggregate in classes requiring native plants brings no surprise. Elaine 
Hoskins, a second-year novice, again achieved the highest aggregate and was awarded the 
Mary Bryant Award. 

The Mary Bryant Award is a lovely oil painting of Ontario's native plants presented by Mary to 
the OHS for its use. The recipient of the award is lucky enough to have the painting for a year 
until the Summer Show is held again. 

Thanks to Elaine and other members, the focus on native plants at the Summer Show is gain-
ing emphasis. This year, the third to honour Mary Bryant, the number of exhibitors of native 
plants increased again. 

MARY BRYANT AWARD 

ELAINE HOSKINS 

https://mondusdistinction.com/
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2018 SHOW TROPHIES AND PRIZES 

Emilie Henkelman  

The J.R. Menzies Trophy  First awarded in 1961 for Highest Aggregate—
 Open Classes. Now awarded for Highest Aggre-  
 gate in Horticulture—Open, Sections B to D 
 (Summer show) 

The Thomas Monette Trophy Donated by Mrs. Thomas Monette in memory of 
 her late husband in 1976 for Highest Aggregate 
 in the Rose show—Open. Now awarded for  
 Highest Aggregate in Horticulture—Open, Indoor 
 Plants (Summer show) 

The Culley Trophy Donated by Cyril and Elizabeth and awarded
 then  for champion narcissus. Now awarded for 
 Highest Aggregate in Design (Fall show) 

The Tweedsmuir Cup Highest Aggregate in Horticulture—Open (Show 
 Year) 

The A.H. Pratt Trophy Highest Aggregate in Special Exhibits (Show 
 Year) 

The Devonshire Trophy Highest Aggregate in Design—Open (Show  Year) 

Elaine Hoskins 

Viscountess Willingdon Trophy Highest Aggregate in Horticulture, Novice  (Show 
 Year) 

The Mary Bryant Award Donated in 2004 to encourage the use of native 
 plants in our gardens. A special award since 
 2016 for the Highest Aggregate for this Show in 
 classes calling for native plants  

The Madame Vanier Bowl Highest Aggregate in Horticulture, Novice (Fall 
 show) 

Janet Kelly 

The Margaret Driscoll Trophy  Highest Aggregate in Horticulture—Open (Fall 
 show) 

Deborah Watt  

The A.J. Frieman Trophy First awarded in 1956 for Highest Aggregate— 
 Novice Classes. Now awarded for Highest Aggre-
 gate Horticulture—Open, Native Plants (Summer 
 show) 

A cash prize of $20 is awarded to the trophy winners. Cash Prizes are derived from the Memo-
rial Funds generously established by Arlene Gustafson, Shirley Beyer, R.J. Paynter, Helena 
Jacob, The Ottawa Region Floral Art Group, and the Ottawa Horticultural Society. 

Congratulations to all the winners!  
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2018 VOLUNTEERS  

Marjorie Allan 

Lynn Armstrong 

Rosalind Bennett 

Jeff Blackadar 

Pete Blackadar 

Rob Brandon 

Bill Brown 

David Burroughs 

Sheila Burvill 

Rosemary Campbell 

Sheila Carey 

Jan Carkner 

Suzanne Carr 

Sue Chalmers 

Nathalie Chaly 

Ryan Conrad 

Jacqueline Crawford 

Caroline da Silva 

Kathryn (Kate) Davis 

Alain Decelles 

Ellen Derry 

Edythe Falconer 

Ann Frederking 

Sandra Garland 

Heidi Geraets 

Katja Gillmore 

Laurie Graham 

Marilyn Hahn 

Jayne Huntley 

Lara Jimenez 

Fran Johnson 

Anne Johnston 

Eric Jones 

Janet Kelly 

Josie Pazdzior 

Cathy Pearson 

Nina Prestera 

Gayle Quick 

Cindy Rattle 

Jamie Robertson 

Louise Rowe 

Pat Russell 

Karen Saer 

Margaret Scratch 

Olive Seaman 

Sarah Shapiro 

Wendy Simmons 

Anna Sipos 

Lis Smidt 

DJ Smith 

Gloria Sola 

Sylvia Spasoff 

Carolyn Sprott 

Dennis Sprott 

Tuula Talvila 

Denize Tan 

Lyn Taylor 

Dorothy Tol 

Wendy Trudell 

Robb Wainwright 

Barb Walker 

Deborah Watt 

Margaret Weild 

Helene Williams 

Roberta Woods 

Robin Woods 

Ron Woods 

Everything done by the Ottawa Horticultural Society is done by volunteers. We would like to 
thank and acknowledge the following members, all of whom helped out in 2017. There were 
100 volunteers in 2018. 

Kristin Kendall 

Denise Kennedy 

Geoff Kennedy 

Lindsay Kennedy 

Ela Kesik 

Jane Krider 

Julianne Labreche 

Anita Landolt 

Germain Larose 

Rebecca Last 

Dorothy Levine 

Marilyn Light 

Anne Lindeis 

Kathryn Lindsay 

Jane Lund 

Cindy Lyon 

Gillian Macdonnell 

Blaine Marchand 

Maureen Mark 

Jeanie Mark-Digiacomo 

Kathryn Marshall 

Sharon McCue 

Nancy McDonald 

John McKinven 

Jennifer Mix 

Jim Montgomery 

Karen Moore 

Susan Moore 

Lyse Morisset 

Trish Murphy 

Elaine Newton 

Wendolyn Nicholds 

Jeannie Olivier 
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IN MEMORIAM 

 

Trevor Cole 

Trevor Cole passed away on December 31, 2017. He had worked at the Central Experimental 
Farm (CEF) in various capacities from 1967 to 1995, ending his public service career as Cura-
tor of the Dominion Arboretum. His influence spread far beyond Ottawa and the CEF through 
his horticultural writings and editorship of several esteemed publications, including The On-
tario Gardener and Gardening With Trees and Shrubs in Ontario, Quebec, and the Northeastern 
U.S. Trevor was also President of the Ottawa Horticultural Society in 1974 and 1975 after 
having served as First Vice President in 1971. Additionally, he was involved in the Finance 
committee in an advisory position between 1975 and 1979. 

Elaine Routledge 

Elaine Routledge passed away on March 19, 2018. She was born in Qu’Appelle, Saskatche-
wan and had a long career in the federal public service, retiring as Assistant Commissioner 
with the Canada Revenue Agency in 2006. In retirement, she took up gardening and became a 
member of the Greely Gardeners Group as well as the OHS (which she joined in 2012). She 
was responsible for the redesign and recreation of the Butterfly Garden at the Children’s Hos-
pital of Eastern Ontario. 

During her involvement in the OHS, Elaine was a faithful attender of our monthly meetings 
and when, at one of them, she heard of the serious illness of one of her fellow members, she 
organized the purchase of a huge card and made it available for others to sign at the next 
meeting. She was a very kind and caring person. 

Mary (Mollie) Vavasour 

Mollie Vavasour was one of the best known personalities of the OHS during her more than 20 
years of membership as she and her cohort, Louise Watt, organized the door prizes for meet-
ings for many years. At every meeting, Mollie and Louise would be there greeting people at the 
door and making sure everyone had a ticket for the prize draw that took place at the end of 
the meetings. Their smiling faces put everyone in a receptive mood for the announcements 
and program that followed. 

She was a teacher, a wife and a mother who accompanied her husband on appointments with 
the navy to Halifax, Victoria, Fredericton, and back to Halifax before moving to Ottawa after 
his retirement from the Canadian Forces. When she became an empty-nester, she entered the 
world of retail fashion. Now, anyone who ever met Mollie noticed how well put-together she 
always was so she was a natural at selling clothing and selecting flattering garments for her 
customers to try on. What was unexpected, though, was her great success when she was 
transferred to the men’s department at the Hudson’s Bay store. She excelled at selling cloth-
ing to men, who quickly became repeat customers. 

After settling in the Hunt Club East neighbourhood of Ottawa, Mollie established a backyard 
rose garden behind her townhouse. Every person who visited her garden on one of the OHS 
garden tours will remember the fragrance and beauty of a prized David Austin ‘Jude the Ob-
scure’ rose she had planted, not to mention the other beautiful roses she selected and cared 
for in that small space. Always talented at colour arrangements, she enjoyed success in creat-
ing floral arrangements to enter in OHS shows. 

Mollie spent the last three-and-a-half years in Kitchener where she was well-loved by the staff 
at Winston Park and her colourful outfits were admired by all until her death on April 21, 
2018. Her surviving family of three daughters and their offspring includes OHS member Eliza-
beth (Liz) Vavasour. 
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RULES GOVERNING OHS SHOWS 

1. Eligibility 

Exhibitors must be members in good standing of the Ottawa Horticultural Society, hereafter 
referred to as the OHS or “the Society”. 
2. Fees 

Exhibitors are not required to pay an entry fee for OHS shows. 

3. Classes 

Classes are divided into Open and Novice sections. 

4. Qualifications 

All Society members in good standing may compete in the Open classes. 

A novice is a person who enters a competition for the first time, or who has won no red rib-
bons in previous flower shows. A member may exhibit as a novice for three years in any Divi-
sion. Novices may also compete in Open classes without such competition affecting their sta-
tus as novices.  

5. Entries 

All plants, flowers, fruits, or vegetables entered for competition in the Horticulture Division 
must have been grown by the exhibitor or been in the exhibitor’s possession for at least two 
months, except as noted in the show schedule. Plant material for the Special Exhibits and De-
sign classes can come from any source unless otherwise specified in the show schedule. Not 
more than one person may exhibit from the same garden in the same class at a show.  

In the Horticulture Division, up to three entries per class may be made by an exhibitor, 
providing each entry is of a different cultivar, variety, or species. The provision of containers is 
the responsibility of the exhibitor.  

Harmful or scarce/endangered or protected plants including those collected from the 

wild may not be entered.   Any such entries including wild orchid, trillium, etc., will 

be disqualified. 

All entries must be labelled using entry tags supplied by the Society. To promote the educa-
tional value of the show, the common, cultivar, and botanical names should be included 
whenever possible. Entries in the Design classes are not to have soil; fresh plant material is 
usually in water or water-retaining material.  

Exhibits placed on the show table shall not be moved except by consent and action of the 
show convenor. 

OHS 2019 SHOW EVENTS 

In 2019, there will be two OHS events that will be judged: a Spring Show at the May 28 meet-
ing and a Fall Show at the September 24 meeting. 

Plant Bucks will continue to be awarded to members who exhibit.  Each entry registered in a 
show in 2019 earns one Plant Buck which can be used in lieu of cash at OHS plant sales and 
the OHS plant auction for the following year.  Plant Bucks will be issued at the September 24 
meeting and are valid in 2020.  Plant Bucks are not transferable. 

The Ontario Judging and Exhibiting Standards for Horticulture and Floral Design is available 
from the OHS Shows Committee for $6.  Exhibitors are encouraged to review this guide.  It 
provides explanations of the terms and specifications used in the show schedule, plus what 
judges are looking for. 
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Exhibitors may have assistance in setting up their exhibits or delegate other members of the 
Society to set up their exhibits. 

No exhibit shall be removed from the show until the show closes without the permission of the 
show convenor or the convenor’s representative. 
6. Judging 

Judging will occur from 7:30 pm to 8:30 pm.  

Classes may be split at the discretion of the show convenor.  

The judge’s decisions are final. The Judge may withhold an award if, in their opinion, there 
are no entries of merit.  

7. Protests 

Protests can be made in writing to the Secretary of the Society. 

8. Offences 

Upon the discovery of any fraud, deception, or dishonest practice on the part of an exhibitor, 
the offender shall forfeit any awards that may have been made and shall be barred from com-
peting in the Society’s shows. The directors of the Society may also decide to publish the 
name of the offender. 

9. Trophies and Prizes  

OHS ribbons will be given for first, second, and third place within a class if entries possess 
merit. Points toward trophies and prizes will be awarded on the basis of five for first, three for 
second, and one for third place in a class unless noted otherwise in the show schedule. In the 
event of a tie for aggregate awards, the exhibitor scoring the highest number of first-prize 
awards will be judged the winner. 

Trophies and Prizes may vary year over year.  Trophies awarded on the basis of highest aggre-
gate points will be awarded only to an exhibitor who is a member in good standing and has 
obtained eleven points or more with at least three entries in the Horticulture Division or seven 
points or more with at least two entries in the Design or Special Exhibits Division.Trophies 
awarded must remain within the OHA District 2 area. 

Trophies are accompanied by a cash award of $20.  Cash Prizes are derived from the Memori-
al Funds generously established by Arlene Gustafson, Shirley Beyer, R.J. Paynter, Helena Ja-
cob, The Ottawa Region Floral Art Group, and the Ottawa Horticultural Society. 

Unless otherwise specified, trophies and prizes for each show are presented at the same time 
as Show Year Trophies at the Annual General Meeting.  
 

RULES GOVERNING OHS SHOWS, cont. 

THE SOCIETY VALUES THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF MEMBERS LIKE YOU… 

If you have suggestions or you want to become more involved in OHS activities, just call 
the convenor of the committee you are interested in. You will find a warm welcome. 
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Section D:  Spring Perennials 

17. Iris, 1 stalk 

18. Peony, 1 bloom 

19. Poppy, 1 stem 

20. Dicentra, 1 spray 

21. Pansy or viola, 3 stems, 1 cultivar 

22. Spring onions, leeks, etc, 3 specimens, 1 
cultivar 

23. Any other spring perennial grown from 
bulbs, tubers, corms or rhizomes, 1 
stalk/stem/spray 

24. Any other spring perennial, one stalk/
stem/spray in bloom 

25. Collection of spring perennials, at least 3 
kinds, 1 specimen of each in bloom 

Section E:  Other Spring Plants 

26. Flowering branch, not to exceed 24” (60 
cm) 

27. Ornamental shrub, 1 specimen not to 
exceed 24” (60 cm) 

28. Rhubarb, 3 stems 

29. Asparagus, 3 stems 

Section F: Native Plants 

Note that not all wildflowers are native 
plants. Entries must be native to continental 
North America.   

For a list of native plants, consult the list at 
http://www.ofnc.ca/fletcher/flora-fauna/
wildflowers/database/index_e.php 

30. Any native flower, 1 specimen, named 

31. Collection of native foliage, at least 3 
kinds, named, 1 specimen of each  

32. Any native fern, 1 specimen frond/leaf, 
named 

33. Collection of native ferns at least 3 
kinds, named 

OHS 2019 SPRING SHOW 
Tuesday, May 28, 2019 

Tom Brown Arena 
Convenors: Gillian Macdonnell, 613-730-3339; gmak3@bell.net 

Maureen Mark, 613-521-4597; mmark@rogers.com 

General Rules 

1. All show entries to be tabled between 6:30 
pm and 7:30 pm.  

2. See Rule #5 on entries in “Rules Governing 
OHS Shows” in this yearbook. 

3. To earn Plant Bucks, register entries with 
the Statistician, Jeanie Mark-Digiacomo 

Note that the Mary Bryant award will be pre-

sented on the night of the Show for the highest 

aggregate for native plants classes  

HORTICULTURE DIVISION: OPEN 

Section A: Indoor Plants—Gesneriads  

1. African violet, standard 

2. African violet, semi-miniature or miniature 

3. Streptocarpus 

4. Trailing Gesneriad (e.g., goldfish plant, 
episcia) 

5. Any other Gesneriad (e.g., primulina, sin-
ningia) 

Section B:  Other Indoor Plants  

6. Begonia 

7. Orchid 

8. Other flowering plants in bloom 

9. Ornamental foliage plants 

10. Cactus or succulent, up to 10 cm (4”)   
above pot 

11. Cactus or succulent, 10 cm (4”) or more 
above pot 

Section C:  Spring Bulbs 

12. Narcissus, 2 stems, 1 cultivar 

13. Tulip, 3 stems, 1 cultivar 

14. Fritillaria, 1 stem 

15. Other spring bulbs (e.g., muscari), 3 
stems, 1 cultivar 

16. Collection of spring bulbs, at least 5 stems 

http://www.ofnc.ca/fletcher/flora-fauna/wildflowers/database/index_e.php
http://www.ofnc.ca/fletcher/flora-fauna/wildflowers/database/index_e.php
mailto:gmak3@bell.net
mailto:mmark@rogers.com
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HORTICULTURE DIVISION: NOVICE  

Section G  

34. Any indoor plant 

35. Any spring bulb, 2 stems, 1 cultivar 

36. Any spring perennial, 1 specimen 

37. Any native fern, 1 specimen frond/leaf, 
named 

38. Any native flower, 1 specimen, named 

SPECIAL EXHIBITS   

Note pre-registration is recommended to ensure 
space is available. 

Section H 

39. Trough garden – a miniature landscape 
exhibit in a hypertufa container; maxi-
mum 30 cm x 30 cm (12” x 12”) 

40. Rock garden planter, containing alpine 
specimens, maximum 61 cm x 61 cm (24” 
x 24”) 

41. Annual planter designed by the exhibitor, 
containing at least 3 kinds of annuals, 
maximum 61 cm x 61 cm (24” x 24”) 

42. Hanging basket designed by the exhibitor 
containing at least 3 kinds of plants 

43. Pot-et-fleur, a design incorporating live 
plants in soil and cut plant material, max-
imum 46 cm x 46 cm (18” x 18”) 

DESIGN DIVISION  
Theme:  Music and Lyrics with a focus on 
named native plants  
Maximum table space 61 cm x 61 cm (24” x 
24”) for each entry, unless otherwise speci-
fied. 

Section I: Open 

44. Born in the U.S.A. (Bruce Springstein) a 
modern design 

45. Fun, Fun, Fun (The Beach Boys) a syner-
gistic design 

46. Octopus’s Garden (The Beatles) an under-
water design 

47. Sea of Tranquility (Gordon Lightfoot) a 
water viewing design 

48. It’s a Small World (Disneyland Chil-
dren’s Chorus) a small design less than 
20 cm (8’”) in any direction 

Section J: Novice 

49. Born in the U.S.A. (Bruce Springstein) 
a modern design 

50. Sea of Tranquility (Gordon Lightfoot) a 
water viewing design 

51. It’s a Small World (Disneyland Chil-
dren’s Chorus) a small design less than 
20 cm (8”) in any direction 

 
Section K: People's Choice 
Not to be judged; members will vote   
 
52. A floral arrangement of any style, to be 

named with the title of a song and 
name of the artist. 

BEST IN SHOW  

Note: Do not enter; to be chosen by judge  

53. Indoor plants (Sections A & B, Class 
34)  

54. Horticulture Division excluding Indoor 
Plants  

55.  Special Exhibits 

56.  Design Division (Sections I and J)  

57.  Novice (Sections G and J)  

SHOW AWARDS 

The Mary Bryant Award will be presented 
at the end of the show to the exhibitor with 
the Highest Aggregate Horticulture Native 
Plants (Open and Novice) Classes 

Prizes will be awarded at the Annual Gen-
eral Meeting for: 

 Highest Aggregate Horticulture Open 
Classes 

 Highest Aggregate Horticulture Novice 
Classes 

 Highest Aggregate Special Exhibits and 
Design 

OHS 2019 SPRING SHOW, cont. 
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HORTICULTURE DIVISION: OPEN  
Section A: Garden Flowers 

1. Chrysanthemum, Garden type, 1 spray 

2. Chrysanthemum, single or semi-double,3 
sprays, 1 cultivar 

3. Dahlia, bloom 10 cm (4”) and over, 1 stem 

4. Dahlia, bloom under 10 cm (4”), 3 stems, 
1 cultivar,  

5. Rose, 1 specimen bloom or spray 

6. Begonia, tuberous, 1 bloom floating in a 
bowl 

7. Aster, perennial, 3 stems, 1 cultivar,  

8. Rudbeckia, any type, 3 stems 

9. Sedum, any type, 1 stem 

10. Any other garden flower, 3 specimens, 1 
cultivar 

Section B: Other Garden Plants 

11. Ornamental Grass(-like) plant, 3 speci-
mens, 1 cultivar 

12. Ornamental branch, not to exceed 60 cm 
(24”) 

13. Fruiting branch, not to exceed 60 cm 
(24”) 

14. Other foliage, 3 specimens, 1 cultivar 

15. Holiest hosta: 1 leaf with holes 

16. Lacy leaf, 1 leaf showing decorative leaf-
cutter damage 

Section C: Edibles 

17. Tomato, 3 specimens, 1 cultivar 

18. Tomato, 3 cultivars, 1 specimen  

19. Heritage fruit or vegetable, 1 specimen 

20. Any root vegetable, 3 specimens, 1 cultivar 

21. Any other vegetable, 3 specimens, 1 culti-
var 

OHS 2019 FALL SHOW 
Tuesday, September 24, 2019 

Tom Brown Arena 

Convenor: Gillian Macdonnell, 613-730-3339, gmak3@bell.net 
 

General Rules 
1.  All show entries to be tabled between 6:30 
pm and 7:30 pm 
2.  See Rule #5 on entries in “Rules Governing 
OHS Shows” in this yearbook. 
3.  To earn Plant Bucks, register entries with 
the Statistician, Jeanie Mark-Digiacomo 

22. Any berries or other small fruits, 3 speci-
mens, 1 cultivar 

23. Any other fruit, 2 specimens, 1 cultivar 

24. Funky fruit or vegetable, 1 specimen un-
usual shape 

25. Herb, 5 specimens, one cultivar 

Section D: Collections 

All collections to be exhibited in one container 

26. Collection of annual flowers, at least 3 
kinds, 2 stems or sprays of each 

27. Collection of perennial flowers, at least 
3 kinds, 2 stems or sprays of each 

28. Collection of flowers grown from bulbs, 
tubers, corms or rhizomes, at least 3 
kinds, 2 stems or sprays of each 

29. Collection of foliage, annual or perenni-
al, at least 3 kinds, 1 specimen of each 

30. Collection of cut herbs, at least 5 types, 
named, 1 specimen of each 

HORTICULTURE DIVISION:  
NOVICE 

Section E  

31. Chrysanthemum, 1 spray 

32. Rose, 1 specimen bloom, floating in a 
bowl 

33. Rudbeckia, 3 stems, 1 cultivar 

34. Sedum, 1 stem 

35. Any other garden flower, 1 specimen  

36. Any foliage, 3 specimens, 1 cultivar 

37. Any vegetable or fruit, 2 specimens, 1 
cultivar 

SPECIAL EXHIBITS DIVISION 

Note preregistration is recommended to en-
sure space is available. 

Section F 

38. Dish garden – a miniature landscape in 
an open shallow container with at least 
3 growing, established plants, maxi-
mum 46 cm (18”) in any dimension 

mailto:gmak3@bell.net
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OHS 2019 FALL SHOW, cont. 

39. Trough garden – at least 3 growing estab-
lished plants displayed in a hypertufa 
container, maximum 61 cm x 61 cm (24” 
x 24”) 

40. Harvest bounty – collection of fall fruit 
and vegetables displayed in a basket, 
maximum 61 cm x 61 cm (24” x 24”) 

DESIGN DIVISION 

THEME: Classic Fiction 

Section G: Open 

41. Treasure Island (Robert Louis Stevenson), 
a tray landscape, maximum 46 cm x 46 cm 
(18” x 18”) 

42. A Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy 
(Douglas Adams), a mobile or stamobile 
design 

43. The Three Musketeers (Alexandre Du-
mas), a parallel design 

44. A Christmas Carol (Charles Dickens), a 
creative design 

45. Brave New World (Aldous Huxley), an in-
terpretative design 

Section H: Novice 

46. Treasure Island (Robert Louis Stevenson), 
a tray landscape, maximum 46 cm x 46 cm 
(18” x 18”) 

47. The Three Musketeers (Alexandre Dumas), 
a parallel design 

48. A Christmas Carol (Charles Dickens), a 
creative design  

Section I – People’s Choice 

Not to be judged; members will vote 

49. A floral arrangement of any style, to be 
named with the title of a novel and 
name of the author  

BEST IN SHOW 

Note: Do not enter; to be chosen by 
judge  

50. Horticulture except Edibles (Sections A, 
B and D) 

51. Edibles 

52. Novice (Sections E and H) 

53. Special Exhibits 

54. Design Division (Sections G and H) 

SHOW AWARDS 

Prizes will be awarded at the Annual Gen-
eral Meeting for: 

 Highest Aggregate Horticulture Open 
Classes 

 Highest Aggregate Horticulture Novice 
Classes 

 Highest Aggregate Special Exhibits 
and Design 

OHS PLANT SALES 

OHS plant sales are important fundraisers to help pay for our activities and depend on 
the generous support of our members. Please keep the OHS in mind when you divide 
your perennials in the spring and late summer. Also, come and meet people at the plant 
sales as a volunteer! 
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  Classes 

1. “Macros” Extreme close-ups. Don’t forget the horticultural element. Location: Open 

2. “Up Close and Personal” Photos of your favourite or interesting flower(s). Location: 
Canada 

3. “Flora and Fauna” Images of animals (non-human mammals, insects, spiders, birds, 
etc.) in a garden/flower. Don’t forget the horticultural element.  Location: Open 

4. “Looking for a Complement” Photos of flowers, trees or shrubs that feature comple-
mentary colours: blue and orange, red and green, or purple and yellow. Location: Cana-
da   

5. “Serenity” A restful locale that seems perfect for meditation or reflection. Don’t forget 
the horticultural element. Location: Canada   

6. “Raindrops Keep Falling…” A flower(s) after the morning dew or rainfall. Location: 
Canada    

7. “Voluptuous Vistas” Garden beds or large gardens. Location: Open 

Read carefully as there are important changes  

There are two components to the voting procedure: 

The Judge’s Choice will be judged by an external judge for first, second, and third place for 
the best images in each class. The overall winner will receive the Photographic Store Ltd. 
Trophy, a plaque of their winning image as a memento, will have his or her winning photo-
graph appear on the cover of the 2019 yearbook and will receive a $25 prize. This prize is 
awarded each year for the image that, according to the judge, shows the greatest imaginative 
quality and technical excellence.  

A People’s Choice will be judged for first, second, and third place in each class. The overall 
winner will receive a plaque of their winning image and a $25 prize. Voting for the People’s 
Choice will take place at the December 2019 AGM meeting. 

General Rules 

1. The competition is open to all members of the Ottawa Horticultural Society. 

2. A photograph may be entered only once. 

3. Photographs that were previously entered in the OHS photo competition cannot be en-
tered again. 

4. Each competitor can enter up to three images per class. 

5. Photographs will be judged on their horticultural merit (40%), their photographic impact 
(40%), and subject interest (20%).  

6. Entries may be emailed or given to the convenor on a flash drive/ memory stick at the 
September or October meetings. You may also drop off or mail your flash drive to the 
convenor’s home (please contact convenor for address). You may also email your entries 
to the convenor at a.johnston.photo@gmailcom. Entries must be submitted to the com-
petition’s co-ordinator, Anne Johnston, on or before Wednesday, October 30, 2019. We 
cannot accept entries submitted after this date. 

OHS 2019 PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 

Convenor: Anne Johnston, a.johnston.photo@gmail.com 

mailto:a.johnston.photo@gmailcom
mailto:a.johnston.photo@gmail.com
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OHS 2019 PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION, cont. 

Rules for Entries 

1. Entries are to be submitted digitally (email or flash drive). If sent by email ensure the 
subject line is: 2019 OHS Photo Comp 

2. The convenor will have the images printed, at no charge to you, for the AGM meeting 
where members will vote for their favourites. If you prefer, you may submit your photos 
already printed, but please also provide digital images. 

3. Please send your images at the largest resolution possible (after cropping). Do not send 
low quality images as these will not print well. Send your photos by email one at a time, 
if necessary. 

4. Image ratio of 4 x 6. This is the default ratio of most cameras. If the photos you submit 
are of a different ratio the convenor will modify the format for you at their discretion. If 
you are unsure of your photo's ratio, please ask the convenor. 

5. Please name each of your photo files this way:  

Class #_your name_subject 

Such as: Class1_Anne Johnston_Echinacea 

The convenor will rename your images before submitting them to our external judge to 
ensure the judge is impartial. 

6. Make sure you submit your phone number with your entries (in the text body of your 
email or on your flash drive envelope).  

7. Unless you indicate otherwise, by entering the competition you agree that your name 
and images of your winning photos may be reproduced in the OHS yearbook or newslet-
ter and/or displayed on the OHS website and promotional material. You will be credited 
for your images. 

The Photographic Store Ltd. Trophy, plaques and monetary prizes will be awarded at the Jan-
uary OHS meeting, when the winners will be announced and their photos will be displayed. 
The winning photos and the names of the winning photographers will appear on the Society’s 
website.  

All flash drives/memory sticks will be returned at the January 2020 meeting. If you prefer to 
have your flash drive mailed back to you after the competition, please include a self-
addressed stamped envelope with sufficient postage.  

PRESERVE OHS DOCUMENTS 

Copies of the yearbook and newsletter are automatically deposited in the OHS archives. 
If, during a future spring cleaning, you come across other documents relating to the Soci-
ety that may be of historical interest, please consider donating these by notifying the ar-
chivist. You may contact the temporary archivist (Sheila Burvill) at 613-232-9712. 
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 OHA DISTRICT 2 2019 PHOTO COMPETITION 

Class 1: First Up – Photo of a spring wildflower, examples: trillium, trout lily, blood root, he-
patica, in bloom (whole or part) – Location Canada  

Class 2: Gardens on Display – Photo of garden beds public or private – Location Open  

Class 3: Macro Close-up – Close-up of a red flower (whole or part) – Location Open  

Class 4: Rainbow – Photo of a display of complementary colours in a garden – Location Open  

Class 5: Reflections in Water – Your interpretation – Location Canada  

Class 6: Butterflies in Action – Photo of a butterfly or butterflies in a garden setting - Loca-
tion Open  

Class 7: Holiday Decor – Outside greenery display for the holidays – Location Open  

Rules—Read carefully as there are important changes:  

1. Exhibitors must be a member in good standing of a Horticultural Society within Dis-
trict 2. 

2. All images submitted should have been taken in the last two years. Images previously 
submitted into a D2 Photo Competition will not be accepted.  

3. Images will be accepted in digital format only.  

4. Please provide entries in .jpg format with a High Resolution. (Images should be at least 
2MB or larger in size).  

5. Images may be adjusted for lighting and colour balance or cropped but should not be 
enhanced by adding photo elements.  

6. Each competitor can enter up to two images per class.  

7. Identification of entries as follows:  

RENAME your images using the following format:  

YourName_SocietyName_ClassNumber  

For example: karenhaddon_KanataMarch_Class1_No 1  

For Society name, please use the full name, not just initials. See example above.  

8. Please ATTACH your file to your email. Do not INSERT into the email message.  

Please submit your entries to Karen Haddon by March 31, 2019. Images can be sent by 
email as an attachment (one photo per email) to district2photos@gmail.com, Subject 
line: D2 Photo Competition. Please include the name of the Society to which you be-
long as part of your email message.  

They can be placed on a memory stick, CD or SD Card and mailed to Karen Haddon, 9 
Dorey Court, Kanata, ON K2L 2V5. For return of your media (CD/DVD, memory stick 
or SD Card), please enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope.  

9. Images will be judged by an external judge for first, second and third place for best im-
ages in the classes.  

NOTES:  

  Images will be projected in a slideshow format presentation at the D2 AGM.  

  Prizes will be awarded at the D2 AGM in 2019.  

  Prizes for each class (if merited) 1st: $3.00, 2nd: $2.00, 3rd: $1.00. Best in Competi-
tion - $5.00.  

 Judging Points Scale: Horticultural Value 40%, Photographic Value 40% and Appear-
ance & Impact 20%. The judge’s decision is final. 

 References for Class 1 - www.wildflowersofontario.ca  

mailto:district2photos@gmail.com?subject=D2%20Photo%20Competition
http://www.wildflowersofontario.ca
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President: Jayne Huntley 

Vice President: Jeff Blackadar  
Past President: Jamie Robertson  

Secretary: Caroline Da Silva 

Treasurer: Rob Brandon   
Directors 2018-2019: Sheila Carey, Kathryn Davis, Jeannie Olivier 

Directors 2019-2020: Edythe Falconer, Elaine Hoskins, Karen Moore, Tuula Talvila, Wendy 
Trudell 

Honorary Life Directors: Herb Cheesman, Sandy Parsons, Pat Russell, Judy Shedden, John 
Soar, Linda Temple 

Peer reviewers 2018-2019: Jim Montgomery, Alain Decelles  

OHS 2019-2020 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

Jeff Blackadar jeffblackadar@gmail.com 613-841-9263  

Rob Brandon  rob@laurabrandon.ca 613-237-1689 

Sheila Carey s_carey@rogers.com 613-237-1488  
Caroline Da Silva  caroline.dasilva.ottawa@gmail.com 613-798-0197 

Kathryn Davis kathryndavis@yahoo.com 613-565-4396  
Edyth Falconer elou@bell.net 613-744-3962  
Elaine Hoskins vehoski@gmail.com 613-722-3084 

Jayne Huntley president@ottawahort.org  613-440-4670  

Karen Moore bronwynelora@rogers.com  613-594-8293 

Jeannie Olivier jeannieolivier@gmail.com 613-247-0638 

Jamie Robertson jamesrossrobertson@gmail.com 613-234-9677 

Tuula Talvila tuula@ncf.ca 613-724-2004  

Wendy Trudell  wendygarvey2@hotmail.com 613-614-7156 

2019 BOARD MEETINGS 

OHS board meetings are held on the second Monday of each month, except when that 
day is a holiday, in which case the meeting is held on the second Tuesday. The meetings 
are held at the Hintonburg Community Centre, 1064 Wellington Street, from 7:00 to 
9:00pm. There are no board meetings in July, August or December, and the June meet-
ing is usually held at another location. 

Dates: January 14; February 11; March 11; April 8; May 13; June 10; September 10;  
October 15 (Tuesday); November 11 

mailto:jeffblackadar@gmail.com
mailto:rob@laurabrandon.ca
mailto:s_carey@rogers.com
mailto:s_carey@rogers.com
mailto:caroline.dasilva.ottawa@gmail.com
mailto:kathryndavis@yahoo.com
mailto:elou@bell.net
mailto:vehoski@gmail.com
mailto:president@ottawahort.org
mailto:bronwynelora@rogers.com
mailto:jeannieolivier@gmail.com
mailto:james.robertson@parl.gc.ca
mailto:tuula@ncf.ca
mailto:wendygarvey2@hotmail.com
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Archives  
Archivist: Sheila Burvill (temporary) 
(saburvill@sympatico.ca 613-232-9712) 

Audio-Visual 
Janet Kelly (kellyfamilyhome@hotmail.com 
613-277-6323) 

Chrysanthemum Sale 
Organizer: Rob Brandon 
(rob@laurabrandon.ca 613-237-1689)  

Community Planting 
Vacant 

Finance  
Convenor: Gloria Sola 
(the.canadian.ecuadorian@gmail.com  
613-567-1929) 

Garden Competition (Trillium Award) 
Judges: Josie Pazdzior
(josie.pazdzior@outlook.com 613-233-7894) 
and Dorothy (D-J) Smith (613-225-3554) 

Garden Tours 
Convenor: Jennifer Mix (j.mix@sympatico.ca 
613-832-1436) 

Grapevine 
Jayne Huntley (ohsgrapevine@gmail.com  
613-440-4670) 

Membership 
Convenor: Dorothy (D-J) Smith (613-225-
3554) 

Newsletter  
Editor: Jamie Robertson 
(jamesrossrobertson@gmail.com 613-234-
9677) 

2019 COMMITTEES, CONVENORS AND CONTACTS 

Nominations 

Jamie Robertson 
(jamesrossrobertson@gmail.com 613-234-
9677) 

Ottawa Regional Science Fair Awards 
Convenor: Lyse Morisset 
(lyse.morisset@sympatico.ca 613-234-6555) 

Photo Competition  
Convenor: Anne Johnston 
(a.johnston.photo@gmail.com  
613-739-9542) 

Program 
Vacant 

Publicity 
Convenor: Tuula Talvila (tuula@ncf.ca 613-
724-2004) 

Refreshments  
Lynn Armstrong (lrmstrng@sympatico.ca 
613-567-1577) 

Shows  
Convenor: Maureen Mark 
(mmark@rogers.com 613-521-4597) 

Volunteers 
Convenor: Edythe Falconer (elou@bell.net, 
613-828-7493)  

Website 
Webmaster: Jayne Huntley 
(info@ottawahort.org 613-440-4670) 

Yearbook 
Editor: Helene Williams 
(chungwilliams@gmail.com, 873-688-8989) 

TWITTER 

OHA — twitter.com/gardenontario 

Master Gardeners — twitter.com/MG_Ontario 

mailto:saburvill@sympatico.ca
mailto:kellyfamilyhome@hotmail.com
mailto:rob@laurabrandon.ca
mailto:the.canadian.ecuadorian@gmail.comm
mailto:josie.pazdzior@gmail.com
mailto:j.mix@sympatico.caa
mailto:ohsgrapevine@gmail.com
mailto:james.robertson@parl.gc.ca
mailto:james.robertson@parl.gc.ca
mailto:lyse.morisset@sympatico.ca
mailto:a.johnston.photo@gmail.comm
mailto:tuula@ncf.ca
mailto:lrmstrng@sympatico.ca
mailto:mmark@rogers.com
mailto:elou@bell.net
mailto:info@ottawahort.orgg
mailto:chungwilliams@gmail.com
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COMMUNICATIONS 

Current information on the OHS, as well as extensive resource material and links to other 
useful websites, are all located on our website at: ottawahort.org/. We are always looking for 
your photographs of plants and gardens for the website. Please send them to Jayne Huntley 
at info@ottawahort.org, along with any other information that you feel could be included on 
the website. Also, feel free to share gardening ideas in the OHS Facebook group: Ottawa Horti-
cultural Society.  

Members receive news and notices of upcoming meetings via The Grapevine, an electronic 
mail service operated by Jayne Huntley. Please send announcements for The Grapevine to 
grapevine@ottawahort.org. 

Although the Society has published a newsletter in January, April, and September, it is cur-
rently being re-evaluated and re-designed.  

In January, highlights of the past year and plans for the coming year are published in a year-
book. It provides a convenient reference for show schedules and upcoming programs, and in-
cludes such information as a directory of the Society’s officers and convenors. The yearbook is 
distributed to all members in hard copy but is also available in colour on the OHS website. 
The online version of the yearbook contains hyperlinks which can be clicked on to browse, 
open websites or create email messages. OHS members can click on any advertisement in the 
yearbook to go directly to the advertiser’s website. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Membership fees are $15 for an individual and $20 for a family. The membership year runs 
from September 1 to August 31. A new membership paid after June 1 will cover the following 
membership year. The membership convenor is D-J Smith, who can be contacted at  
613-225-3554 or at monthly meetings.  

New memberships and renewal forms can be filled in online at http://ottawahort.org/
membership/ with immediate payment through PayPal or by sending a cheque to the OHS to 
the mailing address below.  Alternatively, the form can be printed out and mailed together 
with the cheque to the mailing address. 

 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 8921 
Ottawa, ON 
K1G 3J2 

 
Meeting Location: 
Tom Brown Arena 
141 Bayview Road 
Ottawa, ON 
613-798-8885 

 
Internet: 
ottawahort.org 
Email: info@ottawahort.org 

http://ottawahort.org/
mailto:info@ottawahort.orgg
mailto:grapevine@ottawahort.orgg
http://ottawahort.org/membership/
http://ottawahort.org/membership/
mailto:info@ottawahort.org
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

The Society is indebted to its officers, directors, convenors, and its many other members 
who give so generously of their time and ability to ensure that the Society continues to be 
a useful and interesting component of Ottawa life. 

Businesses, organizations, and individuals have contributed in different ways to the work 
of the Society. The Society expresses its thanks for the assistance given by the following: 
the Ottawa Valley Rock Garden and Horticultural Society, the Ontario Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Food, and Rural Affairs; the City of Ottawa; Tom Brown Arena; Hintonburg Communi-
ty Centre; Hopewell Elementary School, and Katari Imaging.  

The Society also acknowledges the continuing support of those individuals and business-
es that have donated special prizes and gift certificates as indicated in the show sched-
ules, and to those businesses that offer discounts to OHS members. 

Please see page 30 for a full list of the businesses that offer discounts to OHS members.  

We also wish to thank the businesses advertising in the 2019 yearbook: Artistic Land-
scape Designs, Ltd.; Beaux Arbres Native Plants; Beyond the House; Green Thumb Gar-
den Centre; Greely Sand and Gravel, J.A. Laporte Flowers and Nursery; Mondus Distinc-
tion; Rideau Woodland Ramble; and Ritchie Feed & Seed. 

http://artisticlandscape.on.ca/
http://artisticlandscape.on.ca/
http://www.beauxarbres.ca
http://beyondthehouse.ca/floral/everyday/
http://www.greenthumbgarden.ca/
http://www.greenthumbgarden.ca/
https://greelysand.com/
http://www.laportegardens.com
https://mondusdistinction.com
https://mondusdistinction.com
http://www.rideauwoodlandramble.com/
http://www.Ritchiefeed.com
http://www.laportegardens.com/en/
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