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The mission of the Ottawa Horticultural Society is to cultivate an interest in plants 
and gardening in order to create a beautiful community. 

ABOUT THE OHS 

The Ottawa Horticultural Society (OHS) is made up of amateur gardeners who come together 
to promote and encourage an interest in horticulture. The OHS organizes lectures, work-
shops, flower and plant shows and sales, garden tours, and exchanges of information among 
members. The Society also sponsors a community planting program and a special award for 
front yard gardens as a contribution to the beautification of Ottawa. There are many oppor-
tunities to contribute as a volunteer. 

The Society has a long history, dating back to the late 1800's.  While there were garden soci-
eties in the city before then, it wasn't until the autumn of 1892 that a group of local plant 
enthusiasts met at City Hall to plan the launch of a horticultural society. The inaugural 
meeting was held on January 17, 1893, with some 30 gentlemen present to listen to a lec-
ture on the newest and best horticultural techniques. More information on the history of the 
OHS is available on the Society’s website. We are incorporated under the Ontario Agricultur-
al and Horticultural Organizations Act and belong to District 2 of the Ontario Horticultural 
Association (OHA). As of the end-of-year 2017, there were just over 300 members in the 
OHS.  

Meetings are scheduled for the fourth Tuesday of each month, except for July and August 
(no meetings). The December date varies. Meetings take place at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 
Bayview Road (at Scott), and begin at 7:30 pm. They are free and the public is welcome. 

Please see page 50 for a map of the location. 

Front cover: Cauliflower Romanesco. Our striking cover photo was the winner of the 
Photographic Stores, Ltd., Trophy, and the 2017 OHS Photo Competition. It was taken by 
Tim Moore and entered in the Macro class. Congratulations, Tim! 

PATRON 

To Be Announced 

HONORARY PRESIDENT 

His Worship the Mayor of Ottawa, Jim Watson  

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS 
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Gomme, Ann and John Soar, Mrs. Anita Price, Joe Bryant, Marilyn 

Light, Herb Cheesman, Judy Shedden, Sheila Burvill, Cecile Sanders, Gloria Sola  

THANK YOU! 

Many thanks to Sheila Burvill, Josie Pazdzior, Tuula Talvila, Anna Sipos and Ann 
Frederking for their hard work on this edition of the yearbook. In addition, thanks 
to Gloria Sola for helping to mail it out. I also appreciate the many members who 
contributed articles and photos, particularly Anne Johnston and Katya Gilmore! 

— Helene Williams, OHS Yearbook Editor  
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2017 PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

 

In 2017, the Ottawa Horticultural Society celebrated its 125th anniversary. This is a consider-
able achievement and makes the OHS one of the oldest horticultural societies in Ontario. We 
celebrated the milestone – and Canada’s 150th birthday – by entering into an exciting part-
nership for two projects with the Friends of the Central Experimental Farm. 

An anniversary or birthday is a time to look backward but also, Janus-like, to look forward.  
Looking back is an opportunity to take stock. So much has changed since 1892 in Ottawa 
and in gardening. There are, for instance, many other horticultural societies and gardening 
groups in the region today, and the interests and focus of their members are varied.   

But the OHS remains a vibrant organization. Its membership is over 300, the highest that it 
has been for several years. Our monthly talks have been very well attended in recent months, 
with regular attendance averaging about 100 people. Our plant sales of locally grown plants 
from members’ gardens remain very successful, both in terms of increasing awareness of gar-
dening and raising funds for the Society. Our financial position is strong, thanks to careful 
stewardship and budgeting. Our members actively participate and volunteer in many ways. 

There are challenges, of course. Like other non-profit and volunteer groups, we need to attract 
new members, especially younger people. We need to ensure that our activities and programs 
remain relevant. The OHS’s original objectives of helping to beautify the City of Ottawa and 
raise awareness and educate people about horticulture remain valid and worthwhile, although 
we may carry them out in different ways than in past decades. 

On a personal note, 2017 marked the end of my term as president of the OHS. I have enjoyed 
my time, and was continually amazed and impressed with the dedication and hard work of so 
many of our members.  The OHS is truly a remarkable organization. Its members are a vi-
brant and diverse community that believes in sharing its collective knowledge and, reflective 
of the original OHS vision, making the streets of our city beautiful and welcoming. I have 
learned a great deal from you all. For that I give you my deepest thanks. 

— Jamie Robertson, OHS President  
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OHS 2018 SPEAKER PROGRAM AND EVENTS 

Unless otherwise stated, all monthly meetings start at 7:30 PM at the Tom Brown Arena 
on the fourth Tuesday of each month. They are free and the public is welcome.  

Please see http://ottawahort.org/events/ for any updates to these events. 

January 23, 2018 – Gardening Design Trends – Tina Liu 

Tina is a landscape architect working with the National Capital Commission as the design 
manager of the National Capital Floral Program/Lights Across Canada project. She is also a 
national judge of Communities in Bloom and a big fan of urban agriculture and community 
involvement. 

Join us to explore how to work with existing trees and shrubs, combining spring and fall 
bulbs, annual flowers, vegetables and perennial plants in your flowerbeds for an all-season 
garden. 

February 27, 2018 – Drystone Walls – Jo Hodgson 

Jo is a professional drystone waller from the United Kingdom (UK) who specializes in drystone 
construction and restoration for both private gardens and public spaces. She moved to Cana-
da in 2003 and established her own company, Stonescapes, now based in the Ottawa area. 

Ever wondered how those stone walls surrounding gardens and fields got there, let alone sur-
vived for hundreds of years? Jo will give a brief history of the development of drystone walling 
and take us on a virtual tour of her local projects as well as some in the UK, the United 
States, and Nunavut. 

March 27, 2018 – Honey, I Shrunk the Lawn – Julianne Labreche 

Julianne is a well-known Ottawa gardener, member of the OHS, Master Gardener, author and 
speaker. 

Do you ever look out at the expanse of green lawn around your house and wonder what you 
could do instead of mowing it? Come and hear Julianne’s experiences. She will share some 
ideas that you can use to transform that patch of grass in the summer. 

April 24, 2018 – Square Foot Gardening – Beth Tilbury 

Would you like to garden without all the back-breaking weeding, hoeing, and fertilizing? You 
can do it with Square Foot Gardening (SFG)! Find out how to grow more plants in smaller 
spaces (with less work) than you ever imagined and discover why gardeners all over the world 
are joining the SFG revolution. 

Experienced square foot gardener, Beth Tilbury, will guide us through how to construct a 
square foot garden, create great soil, select the best plants, decide when to plant, and more. 
There will be lots of handouts to take home to get you started. 

May 13 (SUNDAY) – FRIENDS OF THE FARM PLANT SALE 

May 22, 2018 – OHS AUCTION AND PLANT SALE 

June 26, 2018 – SUMMER SHOW – Speaker to be announced 

September 8 (SATURDAY) – FALL PLANT SALE – Held at the Old Ottawa 
South Porch Sale 

 

http://ottawahort.org/events/
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September 25, 2018 – Trees: How they Shaped Canada – Ken Farr 

Ken is a dendrologist with the Canadian Forest Service of Natural Resources Canada. He gives 
public lectures, authored The Forests of Canada and contributed to Trees in Canada. 

Trees are more than just providers of shade and producers of fruits and nuts. They also 
played a pivotal role in how Canada developed. Come and hear Ken describe how forests and 
orchards have evolved from early days of exploration to the present and how they continue to 
affect the Canadian landscape. 

October 23, 2018 – Lessons from the Garden – Paul Zammitt 

Paul is the director of horticulture at the Toronto Botanical Gardens and an active member of 
many Canadian and international gardening communities. He is also a popular speaker on 
HGTV, CTV, and contributes to several gardening publications. 

Summing up what has been learned in the decades of gardening is no small feat, but Paul will 
take us through his experiences with humour, lots of usable tips and information, and gor-
geous pictures.  

November 27, 2018 – Rideau Hall Gardens: Past, Present and Future – 
Mark Burleton 

The National Capital Commission’s Mark Burleton manages grounds and greenhouses for offi-
cial residences, including Rideau Hall – which comprises 80 acres, about half of which is 
lawn. In a time of changing weather and climate patterns, keeping up proper appearances in 
key government locations while being environmentally responsible is daunting. Mark will talk 
about some of Rideau Hall’s history as well as present and future plans for the gardens and 
greenhouses. He will also let us in on some of the lesser-known projects and activities associ-
ated with managing the gardens of Rideau Hall. 

December 11, 2018 – Annual General Meeting, Potluck and Photo Compe-
tition 

OHS 2018 SPEAKER PROGRAM AND EVENTS, cont. 

Hosted by District 3 

Theme: This year's convention will be taking on a nostalgic 
flair as we delve into the garden diversity of District 3—from 
Shore to Shield. Get out your tie dye and bell bottoms! 

Venue: Ambassador Hotel & Conference Centre 
1550 Princess St Kingston ON  (613)548-3605 

http://
www.gardenontario.org/sho/up_conf.php 

http://www.gardenontario.org/sho/up_conf.php
http://www.gardenontario.org/sho/up_conf.php
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2017 COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Archives Committee 

Convenor (temporary): Sheila Burvill (saburvill@sympatico.ca) 

Member: D-J Smith  

Highlights for 2017: The City of Ottawa Archives continues to evaluate the OHS Archives ma-
terial that was deposited with them in 2016. Although no formal response has been received 
from the city’s employees regarding the OHS material, they were able to arrange access to our 
files for research carried out in preparation of a newsletter article so we know it has been orga-
nized and is accessible. There were two additional inquiries during 2017 that necessitated a 
search of the publications still held in the storage locker.  

Community Planting Committee 

Convenor: Deborah Watt (deborah_watt@yahoo.ca)  

OHS Board Advisor: Rob Brandon 

Highlights for 2017: A small number of projects was proposed this year and it was decided 
that the community planting group would choose one project, limited in scope, that could be 
largely completed in two intense work party outings. Accordingly, we undertook the redesign 
and planting of a number of raised beds at the Ottawa Little Theatre (OLT) in downtown  
Ottawa with the goal of producing herbs and vegetables for use in the Ottawa Mission kitchen. 
This work was carried out during the summer of 2017. The next task for the community plant-
ing project is to help the transition from our oversight of the gardens to full responsibility for 
planting and maintenance by a group of volunteers affiliated with the OLT and the Ottawa  
Mission.  

Note: For more details about the project, see page 21.  

Finance Committee 

Convenor: Pat Russell (wardruss@teksavvy.com) 

Members: Jamie Robertson (President), Geoff Kennedy, Jayne Huntley, Gillian Macdonnell, 
Maureen Mark, Rob Brandon, Gloria Sola (Treasurer) 

Highlights for 2017: The main work of the committee this year was to discuss the Society's 
investments, in particular how to invest the proceeds from the 2 year $10,000 GIC which ma-
tured in February. This led to a review of the Society's policy to invest only in low risk invest-
ments in order to ensure that all our funds are safeguarded. Since last year's rate of return 
was only 0.63%, we discussed the possibility of widening our investment vehicles somewhat. 
Hence it was decided to buy a provincial strip bond. The committee chose the Manitoba March 
5, 2025, strip bond at 2.248% with the remaining amount buying 44 shares in the slightly 
riskier iShares S & P Toronto Stock Exchange capped financial index ETF (Exchange-Traded 
Fund), which tracks the index of financial stocks on the TSX.  

Our other GIC matures in June 2019 and our long-term bond matures in 2023.   

As was stated in last year's annual report, it was hoped that this year would see the transition 
to a new treasurer in 2017. Unfortunately, this did not occur and Gloria Sola continued to car-
ry the full responsibility through last year. However, the committee is happy to report that 
Alain Decelles has agreed to take over and Gloria has started reviewing the treasurer's duties 
with him. 

mailto:saburvill@sympatico.ca
mailto:deborah_watt@yahoo.ca
mailto:wardruss@teksavvy.com
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Garden Tours Committee 

Convenor: Jennifer Mix (j.mix@sympatico.ca) 

Members: Sheila Burvill, Josie Pazdzior 

Highlights for 2017: There were three garden tours in 2017 – one in June, one in July and 
one in August. 

June 13 tour – The tour centred on Ottawa South gardens and included the gardens of Kenel-
la Johnston and Barbara Horger (Special Mention, 2016 Trillium Awards), Mildred Austin 
(Honorable Mention, 2016 Trillium Awards), Sharon Platts (Honorable Mention, 2016 Trillium 
Award), Linda Nishikawa and Rosemary Campbell.  

July tours - In July, we toured two gardens in Quebec: on July 18, Ken Berris opened his gar-
den to OHS members and on July 29, Robb Wainwright hosted the 2017 OHS summer outing.  

August 22 tour – Carlington and Fisher Glen garden hosts were Josie Pazdzior, Janet and 
Mark Kelly, and Julianne Labreche. OHS members were also able to view the front yard gar-
den of Paul Wise and Kaori Sakurai.  

NOTE: Descriptions of the gardens begin on page 24.  

Membership Committee 

Convenor: D-J. Smith (613-225-3554)  

Volunteers: Sheila Burvill, Kathryn Davis, Sharon McCue, Jeannie Olivier, Nina Prestera, 
Gloria Sola, Tuula Talvila  

Highlights for 2017: Membership is now holding strong at just above 300. As well, we had 
busy renewal sessions in September and October of 2017. Memberships were processed both 
by mail and at meetings. As of the end of the year, there were 315 voting members.   

Name Tags Table  

Volunteers: Sandy Garland, Marjorie Allan 

Maintained the name tag box as well as providing a warm welcome to members and giving 
guests the opportunity to make temporary name tags to use at meetings.   

Newsletter Committee 

Convenor: Sheila Carey (s_carey@rogers.com) 

Members: Sheila Burvill, Nathalie Chaly, Tuula Talvila, Carolyn Sprott 

Highlights for 2017: As usual, the newsletter was published three times in 2017 – January, 

April, and September. Newsletter distribution also included the yearbook (in January). The 

history of the OHS was a special theme the program focused on during this 125th anniversary 

year of its founding. We had additional assistance from Pat Russell and Rosemary Hnat-

yshyn for the January and April 2017 newsletters, respectively.  

We welcome suggestions for the newsletter. Suggestions for articles or new features can be 
sent to: info@ottawahort.org 

 

2017 COMMITTEE REPORTS, cont. 

mailto:j.mix@sympatico.ca
mailto:s_carey@rogers.com
mailto:info@ottawahort.org
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Program Committee 

Convenor: Jane Krider 

Members: Cathy Pearson and Rob Wainwright 

Highlights for 2017: The work of the newly appointed Program Committee for 2017 started 
with a bang. By November 2016, the 2017 monthly programs had been planned and speakers 
confirmed. Our mission was to bring in dynamic speakers to encourage growth, maintain cur-
rent memberships, and provide interesting and knowledgeable presentations, thereby enhanc-
ing horticultural excitement and education. The committee worked on identifying new speak-
ers and topics as well as contacting some speakers recommended by other OHS members. We 
actively involved members in the introductions and thanking of the speakers. The team de-
signed a critical pathway tool to assist new committee members with program planning in the 
absence of the program convenor. The 2018 program committee will continue to refine and 
implement this tool.  

The January speaker was Judy Wall, owner of Rock Wall Gardens in Perth, Ontario, which 
specializes in hardy perennials and garden art. The talk was attended by 63 people. Judy dis-
cussed making hypertufa containers and offered a discount for OHS members who wanted to 
do a workshop in her Perth workshop. In February, Tom Delsey and Gwynneth Evans, long-
time hiking partners, described their hikes in Gatineau Park. Many enjoyed seeing their beau-
tiful slides and hearing their keen enthusiasm for the natural habitat encountered during 
their hikes. 106 people attended their presentation. The March meeting featured Marianne 
and Matt Gee, owners of Gees Bees in Dunrobin, who gave a very informative and entertaining 
presentation on pollinator related topics. They described their history and how they are 
spreading their hives in and around the Ottawa valley. Further discussion ensued around 
people protecting pollinators by hosting their own hives. A crowd of 107 people attended.  

In April, 93 people came to hear Darren Heimbecker, owner of Whistling Gardens in Wilson-
ville, Ontario, who shared how he and his wife have followed their dream of buying a 56-acre 
farm and turning it into “Canada’s Newest Horticultural Playground.” With 20 landscaped 
acres of conifers and rock/alpine perennial gardens (featuring a computerized musical foun-
tain amphitheatre), this would be a perfect garden destination. The plant sale and auction 
were held in May. For more details, please see page 12. In June, Jordan Bouchard, the Coor-
dinator for the Community Gardening Network of Just Foods Ottawa, was a fun speaker who 
spoke knowledgeably on growing edible plants in front or back yards and other urban spaces. 
He specifically mentioned the Plant-a-Row, Donate-a-Row program. Seventy-three people par-
ticipated.  
After the summer hiatus, the September meeting featured Sahra Esmonde-White and her 
mother Miranda from Esmonde-White Gardens. Sahra spoke enthusiastically, comparing her 
grandmother’s gardens from the past and Sahra’s current plans to rebuild the magical gar-
dens made famous by her grandparents during the 17-year run of the PBS gardening show 
“From a Country Garden”. Sahra is adding apothecary workshops along with a medicinal herb 
garden. Their talk was attended by 81 people.  

October brought the most popular speaker, Alexander Reford of the Reford Gardens, also 
known as Jardins de Metis. He showed pictures to illustrate the transformation of a fishing 
camp into the amazing Reford gardens. Because a larger than usual number of people was 
expected at the presentation, the venue was changed from the Tom Brown Arena to the Ron 
Kolbus centre. Members of the public were able to attend the lecture if they bought OHS 
memberships on the spot. This meeting had the highest attendance for the year at 145 people. 
The final speaker of 2017 was Ian Stewart from “Yards Unlimited” who spoke about small wa-

2017 COMMITTEE REPORTS, cont. 
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ter features you can build for yourself, providing different designs for these, the supplies 
needed, and information on where to get those supplies. Eighty people attended. 

NOTE: Please see page 2 for the 2018 speaker program. 

Property Committee: This committee was disbanded in 2017. 

Publicity Committee 

Convenor: Sharon McCue (samm000@sympatico.ca)  

Highlights for 2017: The committee: 

¶ Produced the OHS brochure with Katari Printing 
¶ Sent notices of monthly meeting to the Ottawa Citizen’s Our Town, along with re-

quests that it be included in Garden Calendar notices (these are now irregular) 
¶ Submitted notices to the Glebe Report 
¶ Submitted notices to the Kitchissippi Times (Blaine Marchand) 
¶ Placed brochures in Stella Luna Gelato, Bloomfields Flowers, and the flower shop of 

Whole Foods as well as putting up posters there advertising the plant auction 
¶ Sent special requests to the Citizen and CBC regarding the Reford presentation 
¶ Advertised the Reford presentation on the CTV and Garden Making websites 
¶ Acquired a special media list in October so announcements can be sent to numerous 

community newspapers by the use of this list  

All of the above was done with much help and advice from Jamie Robertson.  

Tuula Talvila organized posters for the plant auction. 

Shows Committee 

Convenor: Gillian Macdonnell (gmak3@bell.net) 

Members: Nancy McDonald (Chief Statistician) 

Members-at-large: Maureen Mark (Past Chief Statistician), Josie Pazdzior, Ann Frederking 
and OHS President (ex officio member) 

Highlights for 2017: Gillian Macdonnell was the convenor for the two judged shows which 
were held in 2017. Thanks go to Dorothy Tol (cards), statistician Nancy McDonald and those 
who stood in as clerks for each show. Judges in 2017 were Nicole Cote and Jocelyne Lafram-
boise. Both shows were held in conjunction with OHS meetings. A spring show with emphasis 
on native plants was held so that our Mary Bryant painting could be presented for Best-in-
Show Design. (For information on the Mary Bryant award, see page 32. 

Posters illustrating some native plants were on display at the summer show. Both shows were 
small but interesting. Entries in the native plant categories increased this year and are prov-
ing informative for members. 

The judge at the summer show expressed concern about the low number of entries for the De-
sign section and suggested that the Society hold a floral design event during the year to famil-
iarize interested members with design features. This would take place outside regular meet-
ings, perhaps on a weekend morning, with a focus on fun. 

Plant bucks were earned at both shows and were used for the auction in May as well as for 
other plant sales, with the exception of the Plant Sale at the Experimental Farm. While re-
demption does not keep up with the number of Plant Bucks given out, they are still seen as a 

2017 COMMITTEE REPORTS, cont. 

mailto:samm000@sympatico.ca
mailto:gmak3@bell.net
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motivator for exhibitors. 15 exhibitors received $106 in Plant Bucks, a 10% increase over 
2016. 

Volunteer Committee 

Convenor: Edythe Falconer (elou@bell.net)  

Members: Rosemary Campbell, Sheila Burvill  

Highlights for 2017: With Sheila’s generous assistance, I have worked since January to fulfill 
the requirements of my new role in OHS. Mainly this has been to record and welcome new vol-
unteers who have indicated an interest in one or more of the many activities of our industri-
ous group. Names and contact information have been given to the appropriate convenors and 
activity organizers. Since January 17 letters of welcome have been sent out to new volunteers.  

At the annual general meeting in December, prizes were awarded to three randomly chosen 
volunteers from among the considerable number of OHS members who contribute so much of 
their time to our organization. At the same time, the names of all active volunteers were read 
out as further acknowledgment of their important work within OHS.  

Yearbook Committee 

Coordinator: Helene Williams (chungwilliams@gmail.com) 

Members: Sheila Burvill, Josie Pazdzior (proofreader), Tuula Talvila (proofreader), Anna Sipos 
(proofreader) and Anne Frederking (advertising manager).  

Highlights for 2017: The OHS 2017 Yearbook was published and mailed to all members in 
January 2017 with the January newsletter. The cover featured a beautiful photo of Clematis 
'Gillian Blades', taken by Anne Johnston, who won the Judge's Choice/Photographic Store 
Ltd. Trophy in the 2016 OHS photo competition. Congratulations, Anne!  

The 2018 yearbook will again feature live links in its online version so that OHS members can 
open emails or webpages from the online yearbook. They can also click on any advertisement 
to go directly to the advertiser's website.  

We are continuing to increase the number of sponsors for the yearbook. Last year, we raised 
$600 dollars in advertising revenue. This year, we are pleased to welcome Beaux Arbres 
Plantes Indigènes / Native Plants to our sponsors for the 2018 edition.  

Our sponsors typically offer OHS members a 10% discount at their businesses. (Beaux Arbres 
offers OHS members a discount at their nursery but not at the Friends of the Farm plant 
sale.) Most of the businesses which offer discounts are printed on the back of the OHS mem-
bership card. If you know of any other companies that might be interested in advertising in 
the yearbook, please send an email to Helene at chungwilliams@gmail.com.  

The 2018 Yearbook will be mailed out with the OHS Newsletter in mid-January to all mem-
bers. The online version will be posted on the OHS website at the same time or earlier. 

2017 COMMITTEE REPORTS, cont. 

mailto:elou@bell.net
mailto:chungwilliams@gmail.com
https://beauxarbres.ca/
https://beauxarbres.ca/
mailto:chungwilliams@gmail.com
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Website 

Webmaster: Jayne Huntley 

There were no major changes to the OHS website during 2017. A new site was created to sup-
port the 125th Anniversary Project. This joint project with the Friends of the Farm included 
using QR codes, created by Rob Brandon, so that visitors to the Farm could get more infor-
mation through their mobile phones on the hybridizers featured in the installation. The infor-
mation available via the QR codes can also be found through the regular OHS website 
at http://ottawahort.org/125-anniversary-project/.   

If you have any suggestions on things you would like to see on the website, please don't hesi-
tate to contact Jayne Huntley at info@ottawahort.org. 

Facebook Group  

Coordinator: Sandy Garland 

Highlights for 2017: Now at 358 members, our Facebook group (https://www.facebook.com/
groups/6012313849/) continues to grow as local - and some remote – gardeners share pho-
tos, questions, answers, recommendations, books, and other information about gardening.  

The Mosaicanada display prompted a plethora of photos of people’s favourite floral sculptures 
and questions about species. Raised beds were planned and photos exchanged. For example, 
we saw photos of lush masses of chrysanthemums grown from those tiny plugs which the 
OHS sells for $1 every spring. 

Kristin Kendall publicized our fall sale by posting photos of some of the plants and listing oth-
ers to whet our appetites. Tuula Talvila posted notices and reminders of our monthly meet-
ings, and Nancy McDonald and Trish Murphy drew our attention to several exciting non-OHS 
garden events.  

Members were able to see the plaques celebrating the 125th anniversary of the OHS. We all 
got to visit a plant sale in Wisconsin, when Wendy Nicholds posted a video of the Area 4 news-
letter coordinator walking through the massive display of daylily varieties under a 40 by 100 
foot tent. New OHS member, Graeme Boocock showed us some of the stunning Passiflora spe-
cies he grows in his backyard. 

Nancy Schepers and Ann Frederking were among others who posted offers of plants they were 
dividing from their own gardens. As always, Phil Reilly was ready with answers, advice, and 
interesting bits of information on a range of gardening issues. 

Thanks everyone who contributed photos and information, asked questions, and “liked” our 
postings. This is a great way to keep in touch and chat about gardening between monthly 
meetings. 

Seed Exchange and Seed Library 

Coordinators: Karen Moore and Jeannie Olivier 

As part of the February 2017 monthly meeting, OHS held its 2nd Annual Seed Swap - a great 
way to share the bounty of our gardens, and to look forward to spring planting during the 
depths of winter. The seed swap tables were buzzing with interest as meeting attendees pe-
rused the wide assortment of seeds brought to the exchange by members – annuals and per-
ennials, flowers, herbs, veggies, bulbils and even tropical tree seeds. The exchange also pro-
vided some new seeds for our Seed Library, which is hosted by the Ottawa Tool Library. We 
look forward to sharing more seed treasures in 2018!  

OTHER OHS 2017 ACTIVITY REPORTS 

http://ottawahort.org/125-anniversary-project/
mailto:info@ottawahort.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/6012313849/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/6012313849/
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In 2016, seven participants entered a total of 90 images in the annual OHS Photography com-
petition. There were seven classes: Macros, Up Close and Personal, Flora and Fauna, There’s 
No Place Like Home, Edibles, Spring is in the Air and Voluptuous Vistas. Each class was well 
represented by photographs. The most popular was Class 2: “Up Close and Personal” with 20 
entries; while the least number of entries were in classes 4, 5 and 7, with nine entries each. 

The members voted at the AGM in December where forty-three attendees completed ballots. 
The external judge for 2016 was, once again, Mark Dalpe, a sales associate at Vistek in Otta-
wa, who is also an avid and accomplished photographer. He received an honorarium of $65 
for his efforts. 

The winner of the Judge’s Choice/Photographic Store Ltd. Trophy was Anne Johnston for her 
image of the clematis “Gillian Blades” in the “Up Close and Personal” class. Anne’s name was 
added to the trophy and she was awarded a prize of $25 and an 8” x 10” plaque of her image. 
As well, her winning photograph was featured on the cover of the 2017 Yearbook. 

The winner of the People’s Choice award was Keiko Grundison, a new member to the OHS. 
Keiko’s winning image was entered in the “Flora and Fauna” class and was entitled “Spruce 
and Chipping Sparrow”. Keiko received a prize of $25 and an 8” x 10” plaque of her winning 
photograph. 

The winning photographs are posted on the OHS Web site in the “Members Only” section at: 
http://ottawahort.org/2016-photo-competition-winners/  

2016 PHOTO COMPETITION REPORT 

Convenor: Anne Johnston  

http://ottawahort.org/2016-photo-competition-winners/
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SELECTIONS FROM THE 2016 PHOTO COMPETITION 
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2017 SALES REPORT 

 

The sales put on by the Ottawa Horticultural Society play an essential role in supporting the 
various ways the Society goes about fulfilling its mandate "to cultivate an interest in plants 
and gardening and to create a beautiful community". 

As well as raising funds which support our program of speakers at monthly meetings, the 
sales income supports other initiatives in the community. On page 18, you can read about 
this year's special project at the Central Experimental Farm which honours the 150th anni-
versary of confederation and the 125th anniversary of the founding of the OHS. The sales play 
another role by promoting interest in gardening and plants. At the spring and fall sales, al-
most every plant sold involves a conversation between the seller and the buyer about the kind 
of garden the plant is going into. Volunteers ask questions: Is this a new garden? Is it an older 
garden under renovation? Is the gardener a novice? Depending on the answers, consideration 
of one plant may evolve into a consideration of another, or others. We may not have the right 
plant and then there is no sale but that shopper will very likely return to future sales. This 
question-and-answer dialogue is one of the best ways I can think of to cultivate interest in 
gardening as a fascinating and enjoyable pursuit. It's another way in which the OHS promotes 
the creation of beautiful neighbourhoods in our community. 

Chrysanthemum Sale 

Organizers: Rob Brandon and Anne Johnston 

This year we used an email ordering system, which worked well. The mum’s project team was 
identical to last year’s. Anne Johnston selected the plant varieties using JVK, our supplier for 
the last two years. Rob Brandon, assisted by Sharon McCue, made up the orders at Rob’s 
home. The plants arrived on schedule and were in good condition for distribution to OHS 
members. Leftover plants were sold for $1 at the May 23 auction and plant sale. 

After the sales were completed, Anne and Rob provided a report to the Board. We noted that 
orders in 2017 totaled 746, down from 981 in 2016. Members reported that the higher quality 
plants, perhaps with milder winters, have resulted in plants overwintering well, leading to 
fewer orders in the following year. As we have to order each variety from JVK in lots of 50, this 
can result in a larger number of surplus plants, which then need to be sold at the auction 
sale. We have recommended to the Board some changes for 2018. We did consider going to a 
sale every other year but felt that some members would be disappointed. We propose instead 
to offer fewer varieties. In 2017 we had two oranges, two yellows and two whites. We will likely 
offer only one variety in any color in 2018, and if the fall weather continues to be as mild as it 
was in 2017, perhaps we will concentrate on mid- to late-blooming varieties. Members have 
commented that some of the colors we have been offering are unusual and stand out from the 
commercially available varieties. As costs of purchasing the plants from JVK and the shipping 
charges have been increasing, we will be charging $1.50/plant to ensure the project breaks 
even in 2018. To simplify payment, we will ask for even numbers of plants to be ordered. As 
always, we ask that those ordering the plants in 2018 pick them up in a timely manner once 
the orders are available. 

The OHS netted $73 from the chrysanthemum sale this year. 

Friends of the Farm Plants Sale  

Organizers: Rob Brandon and Kristin Kendall 

2017 saw this sale return to its traditional date of Mother's Day Sunday. The cold and rainy 
late spring presented challenging conditions for members who planned to donate plants but 
once again, just in time, Rob Brandon's driveway filled up with a variety of plants in a variety 



13  Ottawa Horticultural Society
  

 

of containers. Rob's team of potter-uppers worked their usual magic with dividing and repot-
ting, identifying, labeling, and pricing so on the appointed day, there was a good show of 
plants overflowing our sales tables.  

There was early rain on sales day – what did we expect? But, as this is the first plant sale of 
the season, it's always a happy event because spring brings a sense of optimism and renewal 
to garden-starved buyers. The spring sale lets us start to turn our winter dreams into reality 
and people shop with smiles on their faces! 

Thanks to eager shoppers and a team of knowledgeable and helpful volunteers, we made 
$1610.10 – a grand total and a great day! 

Auction and Plant Sale 

Organizers: Maureen Mark (Auction), Tuula Talvila (Sale) 

The annual auction and plant sale faced some unique challenges this year: a Senators' playoff 
game competing for audiences and a big power outage in the neighbourhood of Tom Brown 
Arena during the hours shortly before the auction and sale. The resulting traffic chaos meant 
some long trips to the arena for our volunteers. Despite those obstacles, people's love of plants 
prevailed and we had a highly successful and fun evening at this premier fundraising event of 
the OHS. 

Attendance was approximately 130 people. The auction had 73 registered bidders – almost 20 
more than last year! Of those, 23 successful bidders won the 33 items available. These includ-
ed some lovely daylilies, peonies, hostas, iris, bloodroot and garlics, among others. The lowest 
winning bid was $15, the highest, $52. This year, auctioneer Marilyn Light provided a focus 
on native plant species, some of which were included in the auction and others in the sale. 
Marilyn included information about these plants in the Grapevine e-mails sent out in the 
weeks leading up to the sale. The plant sale tables were well-stocked with donations from 
OHS members' gardens. Once again, this portion of the evening brought in more interest and 
sales than in previous years. 

Many thanks to our 35+ volunteers and all the members who donated plants. You are what 
makes this evening the success that it is every year! 

An impressive $2,162.10 was raised.  

Fall Sale (with the Old Ottawa South Porch Sale)  

Organizers: Anne Johnston and Kristin Kendall 

Thanks to the generous hospitality of Hopewell School in Old Ottawa South, we were once 
again able to set up in the space in front of the school's Sunnyside entrance. We had a bump-
er crop of plants, including some labelled cultivars of bearded iris, some of which are no long-
er commercially available, and a particularly interesting assortment of garden-related objects. 

In a departure from previous years, there were more plants in large pots. We wondered if they 
would be hard to sell, but the fact that buyers could leave purchases to be picked up seemed 
to mitigate the potential problem. It also seemed that more buyers were buying in larger 
quantities. It's always a problem to sell plants which can look a bit bedraggled at the end of 
the season – how to sell Brunnera in September? But once again, the images Anne Johnston 
supplied often made the difference between a sale and no sale. Among the shoppers were ex-
perienced and novice gardeners, and new owners of houses with old gardens. A team of atten-
tive and knowledgeable volunteers asked and answered many questions. (At the end of the 

2017 SALES REPORT, cont. 
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day, OHS member Alain Decelles was once again happy to buy leftover plants, a nice addition 
to his large country property and our bottom line.) 

Our total for the day was $1255.50, another grand outcome and great day. Many thanks to all 
who helped. 

A Final Word—What is needed to continue in 2018? 

We are looking for a volunteer to organize the day-of-the-sale tasks for the spring Friends of 
the Farm Plant Sale and another to take on the same role for the fall sale. Rob Brandon and 
Anne Johnston will continue as convenors on the plant preparation side. 

On a personal note, I urge anyone who might be interested to think seriously about getting 
involved as an organizer for either of the sales. If you are hesitating because you think you 
aren't experienced enough or are a new member, think again! 

When I first volunteered to look after the day-of-the-sale tasks, I inherited an exceedingly well 
organized operation and I had great mentors. I was able to step in and work with what had 
been done before me. I would be very happy to pass on what I inherited and any other notes 
and lists I have. There are many day-of-sale volunteers who worked on the sales for years be-
fore I did, and they are a valuable resource, too.  

Being involved with any of the OHS events is always a lot of fun. I have found that the re-
wards are enormous and that goes for every sale I was part of. It's hands-on work with other 
volunteers who share common goals and interests.  

If you think you might be interested in organizing day-of-sale operations or if you would just 
like to learn a little more about what the job entails, please let one of the board members 
know, or contact me, Kristin Kendall, directly at kendall0106@rogers.com or call 613-237-
3118. 

 

2017 SALES REPORT, cont. 

OHS PLANT SALES 

OHS plant sales are important fundraisers to help pay for our activities and depend 
on the generous support of our members. Please keep the OHS in mind when you 
divide your perennials in the spring and late summer. Also, come and meet people 
at the plant sales as a volunteer! 
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THE FORTY-YEAR CLUB 

Congratulations to the following 
members who have been with the 
OHS for 40 or more years. Their 

wealth of experience and knowledge 
continue to enrich the Society and 

encourage us all! 

Joe Bryant (deceased 2017) 

Herb Cheesman  

Heidi Geraets 

Cecile Sanders 

Judy Shedden 

LONG-SERVICE MEMBERS 
The OHS also congratulates these 

2017 Milestone Members: 

10 years 

David & Janice Burroughs 

Ann Frederking 

F. Emilie Henkelman 

Janet Kelly 

Rosi Mikolajewski 

Cynthia Rattle 

Anne Schlieper 

20 Years 

Nathalie Chaly  

Barbara Bolton 

30 Years 

Alice & Hans Foerstel 

2017 CASH DONORS 

The OHS would like to thank the following generous individuals for donations given between 

November 27, 2016, and November 26, 2017. 

Sheila Ayala 

Sheila Burvill 

Beverley Chartrand 

Gwynneth Evans 

Brenda Flood 

Garden Oasis (Karen Kelly) 

Gayle Quick 

Pat Russell 

Gerda Schwartz 

Judy Shedden  

D-J Smith 

Gloria Sola 

Linda Kralik 

Rebecca Last 

Patricia Michel 

Mira Mossop 

Angela Petersen 

Ian Pringle 

http://www.greenthumbgarden.ca/
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TREASURER'S REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Fiscal Year September 1, 2016 – August 31, 2017 

To celebrate Canada's 150th anniversary and the 125th anniversary of the OHS, the Board of 
Directors voted to fund a special commemorative project. The Society partnered with the 
Friends of the Central Experimental Farm to install special aluminum memorial plaques  
honouring the Experimental Farm's outstanding plant hybridizers – Isabella Preston (lilacs), 
A. P. Saunders (peonies) and Felicitas Svejda (roses) – in the pergola in the Ornamental Gar-
dens. (The pergola itself was an OHS project to commemorate our 100th anniversary.) The 
plaques include QR codes which interested visitors can use to find more information on the 
OHS website. The anniversary project is in keeping with the Society’s mission and a strategic 
objective of using technology to disseminate information about horticulture to our members 
and the public.     

The 2016/2017 budget had estimated a projected budgeted deficit of $3,120. However, mem-
berships and advertising revenues generated more revenue than expected and expenditures 
for shows, general administration and information distribution came in under budget. With 
these offsets, our actual deficit was $1,547.73 which was $1,572.27 less than projected. 
These results include the 150th/125th anniversary project expenditure of approximately 
$3,200. 

Our investments earned $1,313.32 in interest.  The two-year Laurentian Bank GIC came due 
on February 17, 2017, and the capital was re-invested in a Province of Manitoba bond due in 
2025, with a small amount ($1,579.95) conservatively invested in shares of an S&P/TSX fi-
nancial index capped Exchange Traded Fund (ETF).  

The OHS's financial position continues to be strong. Our equity position is $36,032.06. 

The Treasurer's Manual has been completed.  This will provide guidance to future Treasurers 
for the financial running of the Society and the audit procedures.  

— Gloria Sola, Treasurer 

PLANT DISCOUNTS 

Thank you to the following companies for offering a 10% or more discount on regularly 
priced plants to our members. Please support them in turn by giving them your business. 
To get the discount, present your OHS membership card when you make your purchases. 
Vendors are listed on the back of the card. All discounts are subject to change.  

Artistic Landscape Designs Ltd., 2079 Bank Place, Ottawa 613-733-8221  

Beaux Arbres Plantes Indigènes/Native Plants, 29 Ragged Chute Road, Bristol, QC 
(discount offered only at their farm) 

Beyond the House, 144 Craig Street, Russell 613-445-5214 

Budd Gardens Perennials, 2832 Innes Road, Ottawa 613-830-4326 

Galetta Rose Nurseries, 3196 Galetta Road, Ottawa 613-797-6257 

Green Thumb Garden Centre, 17 Tristan Court, Ottawa 613-228-0224 

The Herb Garden, 3840 Old Almonte Road, Almonte 613-256-0228 

J.A. Laporte Flowers & Nursery, 455 Famille-Laporte, Orleans 613-833-2316 

Mondus Distinction Garden Decor, online only http://mondusdistinction.com/ 

Richard Inchley Ponds & Aquaria, 3964 Farmview Road, Kinburn 613-852-2466 

Rideau Woodland Ramble, 210 Burritts Rapids Road, Merrickville 613-258-3797 

Rock Wall Gardens, 995 Code Road, Perth 613-267-6684 

Whitehouse Perennials, 594 Rae Road, Almonte 613-256-3406 

Note: Bloomfields Flowers offers a $10 gift certificate to OHS members who join their BFF 
Loyalty Club. 

http://artisticlandscape.on.ca/
https://beauxarbres.ca/
http://beyondthehouse.ca/
http://www.buddgardens.com/
http://www.treedoctor.ca/
http://www.greenthumbgarden.ca/
http://www.herbgarden.on.ca/visit/hours-location/
http://www.laportegardens.com/en/
https://mondusdistinction.com/
http://www.pondsandaquaria.ca/
http://www.rideauwoodlandramble.com/
http://www.rockwallgardens.com/
http://www.whitehouseperennials.com/
http://www.bloomfields.ca/OHS
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The 125th Anniversary Project: a joint endeavour of the OHS 
and the Friends of the Central Experimental Farm 

 

Late in 2016 the OHS Board discussed what the Society should select as a project to celebrate 
the 125th Anniversary of the Society and the 150th Anniversary of Canada. Following discus-
sion with members of the Friends of the Central Experiment Farm Board, it was decided to do a 
two-part project at the Central Experimental Farm.  

Part 1 

The first project component was located in the pergola in the Explorer Rose Garden, which the 
OHS had built at the Farm for the OHS’s 100th Anniversary. Four information panels in both 
French and English were fabricated and mounted in the pergola, providing information on 
three important hybridizers, Isabella Preston (lilacs), Dr. Felicitas Svejda (Explorer Roses), and 
A.P. (Percy) Saunders (peonies). The fourth panel outlined the importance of these horticultur-
ists to gardeners across Canada in the early days of the Dominion.  

    

As the cedar-framed aluminum panels could only provide summary information and pictures 
could not be displayed, it was decided to include a web page link in the form of an image, a QR 
code, that when scanned by a smart phone with a scanning app (Quick Mark is recommended) 
enables pictures and more detailed information to be provided.  The QR link to the main project 
page is shown below.  
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The Friends intend to use similar QR codes to provide pictures and additional information to 
visitors in the Arboretum to provide details on selected trees as part of a future information 
and outreach project. Both the OHS and the Friends feel that QR coded signs might be a use-
ful way to engage younger people in horticulture as the signs enable the use of smart phones 
to access information.  

The anniversary project was launched on June 10 during the Friends’ garden open house 
(‘June Blooms’). We wish to give special appreciation to Blaine Marchand for his co-ordination 
with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada and his organization of the volunteer translators for 
the panel text and web pages. Thanks also to Jayne Huntley for the web-based information 
system and to Anne Johnston, who took photos of the lilacs, peonies and roses for the web 
pages.  

Part Two 

The second project component involves the replanting of sections of the Macoun Memorial 
Garden. The garden was opened in 1936 to honour William T. Macoun, who was the Domin-
ion Horticulturist (1910-1933) and who was also OHS President in 1899. The project was 
started in 2017 and will be finished in 2018. Tuula Talvila successfully submitted a grant ap-
plication to the Ontario Horticultural Association for $500, which has been designated for 
plant purchases in 2018.  

Lynn Armstrong organized a display at the Macoun Memorial Garden to explain the project to 
members of the public when the project launched on the 2017 June Blooms day. She also 
sketched a detailed plan of the existing plantings in the Macoun Garden, with assistance and 
confirmation from Denise Kennedy. Denise heads up the Friends’ team of volunteers who help 
to maintain the garden.  

 

Lynn has been conducting research to find evidence of the original planting plans for the gar-
den and to create a historical framework document. Her document will be combined with the 
existing planting plan and input from Denise and the horticultural staff and management of 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada to enable the production of the new planting plan for 2018.  

Practical constraints will prevent us from duplicating the exact layout of the original garden. 
However, the project team will endeavour to find plants – perhaps corresponding to the plants 

The 125th Anniversary Project, cont. 
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that Isabella Preston was looking for in 1936 – from older gardens, from colleagues at the 
Central Experimental Farm and from other sources in Ottawa. Letters indicate that Isabella 
was looking for these plants, among others: Heuchera sanguinera, Epimedium pinnatum, 
Epimedium macrantha, Doronicum plantagineum, Philadelphus coronarius “Aurea”, Spiraea x 
bumalda ‘Anthony Waterer’.  
Both project components involve numerous people from the OHS and from the Friends of the 
Farm. Many thanks to Lynn Armstrong, Anne Johnston, Richard Hinchcliff, Jayne Huntley, 
Kitty Langill, Lise Anne, James Rogers, Denise Kennedy, Blaine Marchand, Jean-Pierre Reg-
nault, James Robertson, Jean-Philippe Tabet and Tuula Talvila.  

Plan showing the existing plantings and area available for replanting (drafted by Tuula  
Talvila) : 

 

- Rob Brandon  

The 125th Anniversary Project, cont. 
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The project selected for the OHS’s community planting activities in 2017 was the rehabilita-
tion and replanting of garden beds surrounding the Ottawa Little Theatre (OLT) to grow edi-
bles for the Ottawa Mission. 

After consultations with the managing director of the Thea-
tre and the head chef of the Mission, a first work party of 
nine OHS volunteers cleared the gardens of overgrown 
shrubs and a large number of perennials. They then pre-
pared the soil in each bed for amendment and planting. A 
few weeks later, more (and some of the same) OHS volun-
teers were joined by a few people from the OLT and the 
Mission to dig in bags of composted manure and plant nine 
varieties of vegetables and ten types of fresh herbs in sev-
eral beds. The design and planting of perennial flowers 
and foliage plants in spots too shady for vegetables was 
also done that day.  The second work party wrapped up 
before noon, as had the first, with a lot accomplished.  

Since then, a few OHS members have dropped by the gar-
dens to stake tomatoes, tidy sprawling cucumbers and do 
a bit of general garden maintenance. Watering is done by 
theatre staff and harvesting takes place on an irregular 
basis by trainees in the kitchens of the Ottawa Mission as 
well as by passersby. Signs were placed in the gardens 
facing King Edward Avenue and Besserer Street announc-
ing the three partners in the project. Additional publicity 
for the project was received via a press release issued by 
the OLT with a subsequent interview broadcast on the 
local CBC morning radio program. Comments from thea-
tre staff and patrons as well as some of the neighbours 
about the improved appearance of the property have all 
been positive. 

The next task for the project is to help the transition from 
our oversight of the gardens to full responsibility for 
planting and maintenance by a group of volunteers affili-
ated with the OLT and the Ottawa Mission.  

Thanks go out to Rob Brandon, Kate Davis, Fran John-
son, Jane Lund, Sharon McCue, Jennifer Mix, Wendolyn 

Nicholds, Linda Seymour, Dorothy Tol, Deborah Watt, and Dennis Whitfield – the OHS volun-
teers who worked on the project in one capacity or another. 

2017 COMMUNITY PLANTING ACTIVITIES—RAISED BEDS AT 
THE OTTAWA LITTLE THEATRE  

(Photo credit: Deborah WaƩ) 

Abundant thyme 

Raised bed by OLT side door 
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On June 24, members of the OHS and the Ottawa Valley Rock Garden 
and Horticultural Society (OVRGHS) embarked on a bus tour to the 
1000 Islands and Rideau Canal Garden Trail. The trail is a mix of  
private and public gardens and garden centres which connect to make 
up the trail through Leeds Grenville. Our tour included four impressive 
gardens: A Labour of Love Garden in Oxford Station, Van Berlo Gar-
dens and Maitland Garden of Hope in Maitland, and Chillane Gardens  
in Mallorytown. We ended the day at Rideau Woodland Ramble in  
Merrickville. Except for a bit of a drizzle while we were at the Ramble,  
it was a warm and gloriously sunny day, a welcome break from an  
unusually wet summer.  

 

2017 OHS/OVRGHS BUS TOUR 
(Photo credits: Helene Williams) 

Exploring Chillane Gardens 

Van Berlo Garden 

The Vampire lily at Maitland Garden of Hope 
aƩracts Ňies with its foul odour Enjoying some shade during a picnic at Van Berlo Gardens 

Waterlilies at A Labour of Love 
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Vegetable garden  at A Labour of Love  

2017 OHS/ORVGHS BUS TOUR PHOTOS 
(Photo credits: Helene Williams) 

Monarch WaystaƟon at Maitland Garden of Hope 

http://www.rideauwoodlandramble.com/
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2017 OHS/ORVGHS GARDEN TOURS 

The OHS is very fortunate to have members who have a talent for creating interesting, imagi-
native, whimsical, and downright amazing gardens. The gardens we toured this summer rein-
forced our beliefs. In 2017, we were pleased to have Ottawa Valley Rock Garden and Horticul-
tural Society (OVRGHS) members help organize and participate in the June and August tours. 

Photos of the garden tours can be found on the OHS website in the Members’ Only section at 
http://ottawahort.org/2017-garden-tours-photo-album/ 

June Tour 

In June we were privileged to tour a number of 2016 Trillium Award gardens, thanks to those 
winners who agreed to participate in this event. The tour also included several other fine gar-
dens in the vicinity. See photos of the June tour on the OHS website here. 

We were especially delighted to acknowledge the work for neighbourhood beautification made 
by Kenella Johnston and Barbara Horger on Vanhurst Place in Ottawa South. They had 
planted two large roadway ‘islands’ in previous years, only to see them destroyed by snow re-
moval contractors during the 2016/17 winter. Nonetheless, they gamely replanted this spring 
with many new perennials and a lot of quick and bright annuals, new signage, and new grassy 
areas. In addition, both women offered their own home gardens to our tour, Kenella’s being 
full of wonderful hostas, tall aruncus, ferns, lilies, ornamental evergreens, and clever stone 
work. She also owns what must be the tallest, thinnest, Norway spruce in town. Barbara’s 
garden is full of colour and whimsy (see photos of her ‘boot blooms’ on our website) and offers 
a quiet oasis edged with towering spruce. 

Sharon Platts’ Honourable Mention garden has been landscaped according to Japanese tradi-
tion and emphasizes shape, texture, and leaf colour. In the front, a “sea” of one-inch river rock 
with several large weathered rock islands is bordered by curved beds of shrubs such as Ore-
gon grape, evergreens and Japanese spurge. A large weeping white pine features in a front is-
land bed. Another large weeping white pine and three large blue spruces are striking features 
amidst waves of pachysandra and river stone. You step into the backyard through a “moon” 
gate and walk along mossy-edged stepping stones into the back, where more river rocks are 
bordered by pagoda dogwood, Japanese lilac, azaleas, hosta, weeping Nootka cypress, iris, and 
grasses. 

The final Honourable Mention was for Mildred Austin’s mature garden, which surrounds her 
corner home with large plantings of evergreens and hardy perennials such as iris, day lilies, 
and geraniums. Though unable to participate officially, Mildred invited us to view her garden 
from the quiet street. 

Bonus Garden: Linda Nishikawa’s rock-and-alpine back yard garden is backed by an 80-foot
-long stone retaining wall, courtesy of the City of Ottawa, and Linda has transformed the wall 
from its neglected state to an easy-to-maintain, vertical alpine rock garden. She has planted 
many small alpine and native plants between the stones and added drought tolerant native 
plants to the top of the wall. In the front, beside the driveway, Linda created a natural-looking, 
very well-drained rocky slope, displaying some beautiful rocks collected from all over. Here 
grow many happy-looking alpine plants and bulbs which add to the glorious spring colour. It’s 
a collector’s garden with many little gems in the ground and in troughs.  
Bonus Garden: Rosemary Campbell’s garden is so full of colours, textures, interesting varie-
ties of perennials, and always, humour, it’s hard to decide where to begin a description. Over 
more than thirty years, Rosemary has been planting, revising, and adjusting both her front 
and back garden to suit the climate and her tastes. She designed and built, by herself, a large 

http://ottawahort.org/2017-garden-tours-photo-album/
http://ottawahort.org/2017-garden-tours-photo-album/june-2017-garden-tour/
http://ottawahort.org/2017-garden-tours-photo-album/june-2017-garden-tour/
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koi pond in the back yard near the in-ground pool and large back deck. In between these 
structures, she has room for two vegetable gardens, large and intensely planted perennial 
beds, and many select trees and shrubs for accent, height, and colour. Interspersed through 
the garden beds are various statues and hanging art and mirrors for interest and for a 
chuckle or two. There is always something interesting making an appearance throughout the 
growing season, and that makes Rosemary happy.  
In July we toured Ken Berris’s garden in Cantley, Quebec. His home is found at the end of 
a quiet road in a wooded area and though his neighbourhood may be quiet and secluded, his 
garden is anything but quiet. Ken gardens on an enormous scale, in that he prefers plants 
that make BIG statements. His pool walkway is surrounded by enormous hostas, towering 
aruncus (in full bloom at the time at the time of the tour), and tall grasses. A kiwi vine 
climbs vigorously up and around his porch. He has also planted exotic shrubs which almost 
hide his house from the parking area, and the garden is full of vast quantities of hemerocal-
lis, roses, huge foxtail lilies, ligularia, and intriguing garden structures upon which vines 
compete for sunlight. See photos of Ken’s garden on the OHS website here. 

Once again Robb Wainwright offered his charming cottage and fabulous garden in the hills 
of rural Quebec for our summer gathering. We had a perfect summer day, though it was a bit 
on the cool side, and members enjoyed the gorgeous gardens for touring, the wide verandah 
for lunch and relaxation, and of course, Robb’s famous sangria dispensed with a smile and a 
free hand. For the uninitiated, Robb’s garden began 19 years ago and now contains over 200 
varieties of hosta, artfully and wittily grown on steep terraced slopes around the cottage. 
Hostas are only one of the plants Robb collects and mid-summer was a perfect time to visit. 
Robb has decided to sell the cottage to his neighbour and so, alas, this was our final gather-
ing at the cottage. We thank him for his warm-hearted embrace of a mid-summer party and 
wish him all the best in his future gardening. 

August Tour 

In August we featured a number of gardens in the Carlington and Fisher Glen areas.  

Josie Pazdzior’s garden benefits from an extra-deep back yard, which she has tried to fill 
quickly with plants to replace the enthusiastic crop of weeds that keep springing up. The 
rock garden is a berm built on a base of stones dug up during excavation. Now it is home to 
an interesting collection of rock garden plants, from drabas to gentians to dwarf deutzia. 
There is a bed of mostly native plants, and natives also are found throughout the other beds, 
with annuals mixed in. In the garden’s fourth summer the small trees and shrubs are adding 
more structure to the landscape: dogwood, katsura tree, weeping Norway spruce, dwarf 
spruce, ‘Bloodgood’ maple, Palibin lilac, PG hydrangeas, and vines. 
The front yard features a dry stream bed of river stone and low rock walls edging beds and 
terraces. The ‘Crimson Spire’ columnar oak, ‘Pinky Winky’ hydrangea, Canadian Redbud, 
and Tiger Eye Sumac anchor the different beds. More rock garden plants and a variety of 
perennials and annuals provide blooms all season with brilliant fall colour. 

Janet and Mark Kelly’s large garden dwarfs their home and feels like a place in the country 
with its long vista to a towering spruce near the end of the garden. Janet loves whimsical 
pieces in her garden beds (see the website for photos). She has many native perennials in her 
garden beds and a large vegetable patch. Removing a large maple recently (necessary) has 
opened up a sunny space close to the deck, giving an opportunity for more plants here.   

2017 OHS/ORVGHS GARDEN TOURS, cont. 

http://ottawahort.org/2017-garden-tours-photo-album/july-2017-garden-tour-ken-berris-garden/
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Julianne Labreche’s garden in Fisher Gardens is an evolving and expanding refuge for birds, 
bees, butterflies and urban wildlife. In her west-facing front garden she has planted a mixture 
of native and non-native species: butterfly weed (Asclepias tuberosa), sneezeweed 
(Helenium autumnale), mass plantings of various stunning echinacea for butterflies and bees, 
red and white currants for the birds. Low-growing plants predominate: carpet roses, catmint, 
dwarf delphinium, lavender, and a variety of ground covers. The back garden is shadier and 
has many hostas, hydrangea, and other hardy shade plants. 

Paul Wise and Kaori Sakurai’s front garden was offered to us for drive-by visits. It is an intri-
guing mix of native plants, rock garden minis planted like a mandala in the middle of the 
yard, and low-growing iris, baby’s breath, aloes, yucca and a large smoke bush to anchor the 
garden. Photos of the August garden tour can be found here. 

The Garden Tour committee wishes to thank all those enthusiastic garden hosts, OHS and 
OVRGHS members who worked so hard to prepare their gardens in the frequent rains, all for 
the greater glory of gardening.  

— Jennifer Mix 

2017 OHS/ORVGHS GARDEN TOURS, cont. 

GARDEN TOURS 

Watch the Grapevine email and the newsletter for gardens that will be  
open to Society members in 2018. 

http://ottawahort.org/2017-garden-tours-photo-album/august-2017-garden-tour/
http://beyondthehouse.ca/
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Gloria Sola has been a member of the OHS for 25 years. 
During this time, she has been very active and involved in a 
wide variety of committees and activities. She is one of 
those people you can always count on to get the job done, 
with good sense, thoroughness, and dedication. 

Her OHS accomplishments are many. Most notably, she has 
been a member of the board of directors for several years 
(and this was her second time round as a director), served 
as president, and then assumed the role of treasurer, which 
she has carried out for the past four years in addition to her 
duties as past president.  

Gloria has organized the annual bus tour for a number of 
years. She has been involved in numerous committees in 
different capacities: finance, shows, garden tours, program, 
publicity, property, and membership. Indeed, back in the 
1990’s, she was the publicity convenor for the OHS. She 
has been heavily involved in various OHS plant sales as a 
donor of plants and as a volunteer in potting up, transport-
ing, and selling plants, as well as in dealing with the re-
ceipts. Gloria has also contributed articles to the newsletter 
and yearbook. A few years ago, she helped staff the OHS 
booth at Rideau Hall, and for some time now has been in-
volved with the planning for the annual general meeting.  

In 2012, she spearheaded the organization of the District 2 annual meeting when it was host-
ed by the OHS, resulting in a very enjoyable day for all who attended from across the district. 
She’s helped to survey new members of the OHS to help make sure the society remains rele-
vant and responsive to all. She’s brainstormed ideas for the most recent 5-year-plan and ways 
to make participation in OHS activities more widely available. For the last few years, she has 
headed up the nominating committee for the OHS board of directors. And she’s left us with a 
couple of valuable tools: a manual for the treasurer and a revamp of the Board manual.  

Gloria’s contributions to the OHS are profound and innumerable, and have greatly benefitted 
the society and all its members. In recognition of and thanks for her hard work and many 
contributions, the board of directors is pleased to appoint her as an Honorary Life Member. 

Gloria is also this year’s recipient of the President’s Award.  In addition to her numerous 
contributions and involvements with OHS committees and activities, Gloria has provided sage 
advice and ready assistance when requested. As Immediate Past President and Treasurer for 
the last four years, Gloria has always been available to consult or help out. Her commitment 
to the OHS is greatly appreciated, and her time and effort have benefited the Society in count-
less ways.  

— Jamie Robertson, OHS President  

NEW HONORARY LIFE MEMBER and PRESIDENT’S 
AWARD WINNER—GLORIA SOLA 

Jamie Robertson and Gloria Sola   
(Photo credit: Anne Johnston) 
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2017 AWARDS, cont. 

MEMBERS’ APPRECIATION AWARD  

KRISTIN KENDALL 

Kristin Kendall is this year’s worthy and popular recipient of the Members’ Appreciation 
Award. 

During her more than 10 years with the OHS, Kristin has jumped in and contributed to the 
society in many ways. She has been on the board of directors and for several years she has 
undertaken the important role of coordinating the OHS sales at the Friends of the Farm Plant 
Sale and the fall sale held in conjunction with the Old Ottawa South Porch Sale. She has also 
volunteered at the OHS’s own auction and plant sale. In addition, she has organized some 
plant rescue missions to collect specimens from specific gardens to offer to the public on our 
sales tables. 

Kristin has been on the organizing committee for the annual general meeting and has helped 
out with the audio-visual set-up for the monthly meetings. She also opened her garden to 
members during the 2016 OHS garden tour. 

In addition to this documented involvement, Kristin has brought in new OHS members and 
made an effort to befriend people who are new to the society. She is invariably warm, kind, 
welcoming and helpful to people. Ever-cheerful, she is always ready to volunteer and encour-
age others. 

KrisƟn Kendall and Jamie Robertson  
(Photo credit: Anne Johnston) 
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2017 AWARDS, cont. 

ONTARIO HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION SERVICE AWARD 

For Meritorious Service to Horticulture 

GILLIAN MACDONNELL 

Gillian Macdonnell has been a member of the Ottawa Horticultural Society since 2007. She 
has made many valuable contributions to the OHS and other organizations. 

She was on the board of directors for many years, since 2006. She almost immediately be-
came the OHS Secretary in 2007. In 2009, she served as the OHS Vice-President, then in 
2010 and 2011 as President. She has been on the Shows committee since 2012, becoming 
convenor in 2013. She also coordinates the Shows column in the OHS newsletter. Gillian has 
participated in many community gardening projects and was the co-coordinator of the Com-
munity Planting Committee for several years. She has staffed OHS plant sales and contribut-
ed plants to the sales, helping to raise awareness and funds for the OHS. In addition, she has 
contributed articles to the OHS newsletter and yearbook. 

Gillian helped organize the Ontario Horticultural Association (OHA) District 2 Annual General 
Meeting in Ottawa, with specific responsibility for gift bags. She is also an accredited OHA 
show judge. 

Sharlene Desjardins (OHA District 2 Director) and Gillian Macdonnell  
(Photo credit: Anne Johnston) 
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Rebecca Last has been a member of the OHS since 2005. She headed the program commit-
tee for many years, arranging speakers for monthly meetings. She herself is an informative 
and engaging speaker and has spoken at OHS events on several occasions, as well as at 
events of many other horticultural societies and garden groups.  

Rebecca has been the recipient of both the Mary Bryant and Members' Appreciation awards. 
She has opened her own garden to the OHS for tours on several occasions. She has assisted 
with OHS sales and community events, acting as an effective ambassador in raising aware-
ness of the OHS and gardening in general. She also has contributed articles to the OHS news-
letter and yearbook.  

Rebecca continues to be an active member of the Master Gardeners of Ottawa-Carleton, mak-
ing presentations, writing, and staffing booths, among other activities. She also heads a gar-
den project at her workplace and sends out e-mails on gardening activities to many colleagues 
and friends.  

2017 AWARDS, cont. 

ONTARIO HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION SERVICE AWARD 

For Meritorious Service to Horticulture 

REBECCA LAST 

Sharlene Desjardins (OHA District 2 Director) and Rebecca Last  
(Photo credit: Anne Johnston) 
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The Trillium Award was established by the Ottawa Horticultural Society in 1967 in honour of 
Canada’s centennial year. Its purpose is to recognize efforts by citizens to beautify Ottawa 
neighborhoods through their gardens. Every year a different specific postal code area is visited 
by the Trillium committee members, who view the front gardens from the street three times 
overall in early, mid- and late season. They evaluate these gardens according to criteria based 
on overall design and plant materials, including such elements as bed layout, framing, bal-
ance, hardscaping, variety of plant material, colours, condition and maintenance. The crea-
tors of the front garden judged most outstanding from spring through fall are awarded a cup 
called the George L. Myles Trophy. Other special gardens may also be recognized with honour-
able mention certificates. 

This year’s postal code, K2P, covers much of downtown Ottawa, and so it’s not surprising that 
the winning garden graces an apartment building, though it is more unexpected, perhaps, 
that the gardeners are renters, not condo owners. Two long-time residents, Bill Brown and 
John McKinven, created this garden in front of the Windsor Arms and have been nurturing it 
for 23 years, delighting the neighbourhood and the many pedestrians passing through it every 
day. (There’s also an inner courtyard garden designed to represent the Ottawa River Valley, 
which can be glimpsed from Metcalfe Street.) These gardens add great beauty and soul to this 
lovely old apartment building. There were no honorable mentions this time, as we felt that the 
other contenders could not compare with this garden, which even has a library!  

— Josie Pazdzior, Trillium Award Committee member 

2017 AWARDS, cont. 

TRILLIUM AWARD and GEORGE L. MYLES TROPHY 

Bill Brown and John McKinven 

Windsor Arms. (Photo credit: Josie Pazdzior) 
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This is our second year of presenting the Mary Bryant Award to the exhibitor in the Summer 
Show who had the highest aggregate in classes requiring native plants. 

To our surprise and delight, Elaine Hoskins, a novice, never having entered a show before, 
achieved the highest aggregate and was given the Mary Bryant Award. 

The Mary Bryant Award is a lovely oil painting of native Ontario plants presented by Mary to 
the OHS for its use. The recipient’s reward is to enjoy the painting for a year until the Sum-
mer Show is held again. 

Thanks to Elaine and other members, the focus on native plants at the Summer Show is add-
ing to the edification of all our members. 

2017 AWARDS, cont. 

MARY BRYANT AWARD 

ELAINE HOSKINS 

(Photo credit: Nancy MacDonald) 

Elaine Hoskins and Gillian Macdonnell  

A THOUGHT TO REMEMBER 

The Ottawa Horticultural Society is a registered, charitable, non-profit organization, and 
issues tax receipts. All cash gifts to the Society, such as donations, prizes, in memoria 
bequests or trusts, or additions to any of its current trust funds, would be appreciated. 
Donations help fund our community projects and presentations. 

OHS charity registration number: #13232 9335 RR 0001. 
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2017 AWARDS, cont. 

OTTAWA REGIONAL SCIENCE FAIR 
OTTAWA HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY SPECIAL AWARDS 

(Photo credit: Lyse Morisset) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
On Friday, March 31, and Saturday, April 1, 2017, over 200 students participated in the 57th 
annual Ottawa Regional Science Fair. Some of these students were home-schooled, others 
came from public, separate, and private institutions. The total number of entries was consid-
erably down from previous years, but was higher in the horticultural category. While there 
was a decline from 21 entries in 2014 to 14 in 2015 and then to a mere 7 in 2016, this year 
the number of eligible horticultural entries was back up to 14. 

This is the only OHS activity specifically directed at school-aged students. Every year the OHS 
generously offers $100 to one student in the Junior category and one in the Intermediate/
Senior category. An additional donation of $200 supports the administrative costs of the fair. 

JUNIOR category winners 

Mackenzie Watson and Lauren Hudson (Elmwood School, grade 7) for “Photo-remediation: 
The Power of Plants to Clean up the Environment”. 
These students demonstrated their project to an appreciative audience at the April 25 OHS 
meeting. 

INTERMEDIATE/SENIOR category winner 

Adriana SorgenBrock (Académie Saint-Laurent / St. Laurent Academy) for “Can Salt-tolerant 
Plants Help Non-Salt Tolerant Plants Grow in Salt Solutions?” 
The OHS judges, Lyse Morisset, Rebecca Last and Lindsay Vyvey, were delighted with the stu-
dents' enthusiasm and their projects. We also appreciated Evelyn Laventure's presentation at 
our April 26th regular meeting. Cathy Pearson presented the awards on behalf of the OHS. 

The OHS criteria call for projects demonstrating understanding of factors governing the 
growth or reproduction of plants, whether they are grown for consumption, ornamentation or 
environmental modification. These criteria give room for a very broad spectrum of botanical 
investigations. Both winners chose areas of high relevance to environmental issues. It seems 
to me that parental, even grandparental support was decisive in motivating this year's win-
ners.  
— Lyse Morisset 

Lauren Hudson and Mackenzie Watson  
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2017 VOLUNTEERS  

Marjorie Allen 

Lynn Armstrong 

Mildred Austin 

Rosalind Bennett 

Ken Berris 

Jeff Blackadar 

Rob Brandon 

David Burroughs 

Sheila Burvill 

Diane Caldbick 

Rosemary Campbell 

Sheila Carey 

Sue Chalmers 

Nathalie Chaly 

Caroline da Silva 

Kathryn Davis 

Alain Decelles 

Ellen Derry 

Renée de Vry 

Gwynneth Evans 

Edythe Falconer 

Ann Frederking 

Sandra Garland 

Heidi Geraets 

Katja Gillmore 

Laurie Graham 

Kathryn Marshall 

Julie Martin 

Sharon McCue 

Nancy McDonald 

Wilma McLaughlin 

Jennifer Mix 

Jim Montgomery 

Karen Moore 

Susan Moore 

Lyse Morisset 

Trish Murphy 

Elaine Newton 

Wendolyn Nicholds 

Jeannie Olivier 

Josie Pazdzior 

Cathy Pearson 

Sharon Platts 

Nina Prestera 

Martha Quan 

Gayle Quick 

Cynthia Rattle 

Phil Reilly 

Jamie Robertson 

Louise Rowe 

Alex Rusalovskiy 

Pat Russell 

Everything done by the Ottawa Horticultural Society is done by volunteers. We would like to 
thank and acknowledge the following members, all of whom helped out in 2017. 

Marilyn Hahn 

Rosemary Hnatyshyn 

Barbara Horger 

Barry Hughes 

Jayne Huntley 

Sandy Ives 

Fran Johnson 

Anne Johnston 

Kenella Johnston 

Eric Jones 

Janet Kelly 

Bill Kendall 

Kristin Kendall 

Denise Kennedy 

Geoff Kennedy 

Jane Krider 

Julianne Labreche 

Rebecca Last 

Marilyn Light 

Anne Lindeis 

Kathryn Lindsay 

Jane Lund 

Gillian Macdonnell 

Heidi Malowany 

Blaine Marchand 

Maureen Mark 

Karen Saer 

Margaret Scratch 

Olive Seaman 

Linda Seymour 

Anna Sipos 

Lis Smidt 

DJ Smith 

Gloria Sola 

Sylvia Spasoff 

Carolyn Sprott 

Len Stewart 

Sharon Stewart 

Tuula Talvila 

Denize Tan 

Dorothy Tol 

Lindsay Vyvey 

Robb Wainwright 

Barb Walker 

Deborah Watt 

Dennis Whitfield 

Margaret Wield 

Helene Williams 

Roberta Woods 

Robin Woods 

Ron Woods 
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IN MEMORIAM 

 

Joe Bryant, 1927 - 2017 

Joe Bryant, beloved OHS Life Member, died in 2017 in his 91st year. Born in Jasper, Alberta, 
he led a life devoted to his family and to nature. His field of work, wildlife management, took 
him after graduation to various places in Canada but most notably to work in The Pas, Akla-
vik in the Northwest Territories, Aurora, and Ottawa. On all these postings for the Canadian 
Wildlife Service, he was accompanied by his growing family and his wife, Mary. We are fortu-
nate that Joe’s work eventually took him and his family to Ottawa where he and Mary became 
OHS members in 1968. Joe was the director for the Ontario Region of the Canadian Wildlife 
Service back then. 

In 2000, Joe was awarded the President’s Award by Pat Russell. The award is given in recog-
nition of an outstanding contribution to the society’s activities. The figurative cherry on the 
cake came in 2003 when Mary and Joe were installed as Honorary Life Members of the Otta-
wa Horticultural Society. 

Joe’s contribution to the society was considerable. Among other achievements, he was a direc-
tor on two separate occasions and a key participant in drawing up our constitution and by-
laws in 1998. He and Mary hosted the constitution committee meetings and it was Joe who 
drafted the text that remains the basis of the current framework for the society. In addition, 
he prepared terms of reference for all the committees that existed back then. He served as 
head of the Yearbook Committee and was instrumental in writing a plan for OHS publica-
tions. There was rarely a Show, meeting, or other OHS event that Joe missed. 

By the early 2000’s, Mary was in a wheelchair but was able to continue gardening thanks to 
the modifications Joe made to her gardening tools. Joe’s health was failing somewhat by then 
but you’d never know it from him. Visitors to the Bryants’ garden during the OHS garden 
tours one year were fascinated by a small irregularly shaped pool nestled into a corner and, 
when questioned about where they had bought it, Mary laughed and said it was the protection 
device crafted to protect Joe’s torso when he needed radiation therapy. True gardeners both, 
they realized it would make a great pool liner. 

Here’s another small story about Joe. A year or two after Mary died, Joe showed up at the 
May auction and plant sale with a fern from his garden. The auctioneer, Marilyn Light, spot-
ted it and immediately commandeered it as an auction item.  Naturally, when it came time to 
start the bidding, she told the audience where this particular fern had come from. Well, the 
bidding was fast and furious with the fern eventually bringing in a remarkably high price. (It 
was, in the end, just an ordinary ostrich fern.) Members of the public may have been sur-
prised at the competition to purchase the plant but all the OHS members knew very well that 
what was bought was the opportunity to plant a reminder of this wonderful man in their own 
garden.  

THE SOCIETY VALUES THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF MEMBERS LIKE YOU… 

If you have suggestions or you want to become more involved in OHS activities, just call 
the convenor of the committee you are interested in. You will find a warm welcome. 
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 Catherine Montgomery, 1954 – 2017 

Catherine Montgomery was one of those lovely people who brighten the lives of others. From 
her modest demeanor, you’d never suspect she was a well-respected and influential person in 
the world of writing and publishing. The OHS was very fortunate to have had her as a member 
since 2011, especially since she was an active member, participating in many of our activities 
and getting ready to take on some new OHS responsibilities after her planned retirement in 
February this year. Sadly, her untimely death in early January 2017 put an end to those and 
other plans she and husband Jim had.  

During her years of membership, Catherine helped out at OHS sales, wrote for the newsletter, 
acted as an auctioneer’s assistant at the Plant Auction and Sale, served on the Shows and 
Community Planting committees, and was a Science Fair judge. Perhaps her most significant 
contribution was taking over responsibility for Trophies, a job that entailed keeping all the 
silverware in good nick, arranging for appropriate engravings, and toting them to meetings 
and the AGM where they would be presented. And, of course, she had to keep track of their 
current locations and retrieve them when needed. In 2016, Catherine became the circulation 
manager for the newsletter and was preparing to assume a similar role for the yearbook. 

All this Catherine did with good humour, efficiency, and an eye to improving the way things 
could be done. People loved to work with her.  

The OHS wasn’t the only garden-oriented organization to benefit from Catherine’s interest. 
She was very much involved in the establishment of community gardens at Brewer Park. In 
the years when the Ottawa Farmers Market was temporarily located there, OHS members who 
shopped at the market would encounter Catherine showing visitors the raised beds, consult-
ing others about some challenges they might have had, and the like. You could see her pride 
in what had been accomplished in her neighbourhood park. 

http://artisticlandscape.on.ca/
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RULES GOVERNING OHS SHOWS 

1. Eligibility 

Exhibitors must be members in good standing of the Ottawa Horticultural Society, hereafter 
referred to as the OHS or “the Society”. 
2. Fees 

Exhibitors are not required to pay an entry fee for OHS shows. 

3. Classes 

Classes are divided into Open and Novice sections. 

4. Qualifications 

All Society members in good standing may compete in the Open classes. 

A novice is a person who enters a competition for the first time, or who has won no red rib-
bons in previous flower shows. Society or club to determine the rules. 

A member may exhibit as a novice for three years in any Division. Novices may also compete 
in Open classes without such competition affecting their status as novices.  

5. Entries 

All plants, flowers, fruits, or vegetables entered for competition in the Horticulture Division 
must have been grown by the exhibitor or been in the exhibitor’s possession for at least two 
months, except as noted in the show schedule. Plant material for the Special Exhibits and De-
sign classes can come from any source unless otherwise specified in the show schedule. Not 
more than one person may exhibit from the same garden in the same class at a show.  

In the Horticulture Division, up to three entries per class may be made by an exhibitor, 
providing each entry is of a different cultivar, variety, or species. The provision of containers is 
the responsibility of the exhibitor. Harmful or scarce/endangered or protected plants in-
cluding those collected from the wild should not be entered. The use of such plants in-
cluding wild orchid, trillium, etc., requires that the exhibit be disqualified by the Show 
Committee. Artificially propagated native plants may be entered. Only the number of 
specimens specified in the schedule can be exhibited.  

All entries must be labelled using entry tags supplied by the Society. To promote the educa-
tional value of the show, the common, cultivar, and botanical names should be included 
whenever possible. Entries in the Design classes are not to have soil; fresh plant material is 
usually in water or water-retaining material.  

Exhibits placed on the show table shall not be moved except by consent and action of the 
show convenor. 

Exhibitors may have assistance in setting up their exhibits or delegate other members of the 
Society to set up their exhibits. 

OHS SHOW EVENTS IN 2018 

In 2018, there will be two OHS show events that will be judged: a Summer Show at the June 
26 meeting and a Fall Show at the September 25 meeting. 

Plant Bucks will continue to be awarded to members who exhibit. Each entry earns one Plant 
Buck which, along with those from the previous year, can be used in lieu of cash at OHS 
plant sales and the OHS plant auction in May. Note, however, that Plant Bucks are non-
transferable from one member to another, meaning that you have to exhibit to benefit.  

The Ontario Judging and Exhibiting Standards for Horticulture and Floral Design (OJES) is 
available from the OHS Shows Committee for $6. It provides explanations of the terms and 
specifications used in the show schedule, plus what judges are looking for.  
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No exhibit shall be removed from the show until the show closes without the permission of the 
show convenor or the convenor’s representative. 
6. Judging 

Judging will occur from 7:30 to 8:30 pm.  

Classes may be split at the discretion of the show convenor.  

Judges may withhold an award if, in their opinion, there is no worthy exhibit. No placements 
will be made in a class, even if there is only one entry, unless the entry possesses merit. The 
judge’s decisions are final. 
7. Protests 

Protests can be made in writing to the secretary of the Society. 

8. Offences 

Upon the discovery of any fraud, deception, or dishonest practice on the part of an exhibitor, 
the offender shall forfeit any awards that may have been made and shall be barred from com-
peting in the Society’s shows. The directors of the Society may also decide to publish the 
name of the offender. 

9. Trophies and Prizes  

OHS ribbons will be given for first, second, and third place within a class if entries possess 
merit. Points toward trophies and prizes will be awarded on the basis of five for first, three for 
second, and one for third place in a class unless noted otherwise in the show schedule. In the 
event of a tie for aggregate awards, the exhibitor scoring the highest number of first-prize 
awards will be judged the winner. 

The trophies and prizes awarded may vary among years. Those awarded on the basis of high-
est aggregate points will be awarded only to an exhibitor who is a member in good standing 
and has obtained eleven points or more with at least three entries in the Horticulture Division 
or seven points or more with at least two entries in the Design or Special Exhibits Divisions.  

A trophy is a wonderful, year-long witness to horticultural and exhibition excellence in a class 
but we think a little cash as well doesn’t hurt. Each trophy is accompanied by a cash award of 
$20. 

Cash Prizes are derived from the Memorial Funds generously established by the following: 

¶ Arlene Gustafson 
¶ Shirley Beyer 
¶ R.J. Paynter 
¶ Helena Jacob 
¶ The Ottawa Region Floral Art Group 
¶ The Ottawa Horticultural Society 

Trophies awarded must remain within the OHA District 2 area. 

The trophies and prizes awarded can vary among years. Those awarded on the basis of high-
est aggregate points will be awarded only to an exhibitor who is a member in good standing 
and has obtained eleven points or more with at least three entries in the Horticulture division 
or seven points or more with at least two entries in the Design or Special Exhibits divisions.  

Trophies awarded must remain within the OHA District 2 area.  

10. Tabling of Entries 

The cut-off time for the tabling of entries needs to be respected. 

RULES GOVERNING OHS SHOWS, cont. 
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8. Rose, hybrid tea, any cultivar, 1 speci-
men bloom 

9. Rose, modern shrub, 1 spray  

10. Rose, any other, 1 specimen bloom or 
spray 

Section C: Other Garden Flowers 
11. Any Peony, 1 bloom. Note: Bloom 

shown disbudded 
12. Clematis, 1 stem not to exceed 40 cm 

(16”) in length 
13. Daisy, 1 cultivar, 3 stems 
14. Hemerocallis (daylily), 1 stem 
15. Heuchera, 1 cultivar, 3 stems 
16. Pansy or viola, 1 cultivar, 3 stems 
17. Iris, any colour, 1 spike 
18. Any Other Garden Flower, 1 cultivar, 

one stalk/stem 
19. Collection of Garden Flowers, at least 5 

kinds, named, 1 stalk/stem of each, in 
one container 

20. Flowering branch, not to exceed 
24” (60 cm) from top of container 

Section D: Foliage 

Note: Hosta leaves measured from base of 
leaf to tip. 

21. Heuchera or heucherella, 1 cultivar, 3 
leaves 

22. Hosta, small (up to10 cm [4"]), 1 culti-
var, 3 leaves 

23. Hosta, medium (>10 cm [4"] and up to 
25 cm [10"]), 1 cultivar, 3 leaves 

24. Hosta, large (>25 cm [10"]), 1 cultivar, 
3 leaves 

25. Any other foliage, 1 cultivar, 3 speci-
mens 

26. Collection of Hosta, at least 5 varieties, 
named, 1 leaf of each, in one container 

27. Collection of any other foliage, at least 
3 kinds, named,1 specimen of each, in 
one container 

 

OHS 2018 SUMMER SHOW 

Tuesday, June 26, 2018 

Tom Brown Arena 
Convenors: Gillian Macdonnell 613-730-3339; gmak3@bell.net 

Maureen Mark 613-521-4597; mmark@rogers.com 

General Rules 

1. All show entries to be tabled between 6:30 
pm and 7:30 pm.  

2. Each exhibit to be labelled with an OHS 
entry tag (a named cultivar is assigned 
more points by a judge). 

3. Up to three entries per class by an exhibi-
tor is permissible provided they are of dif-
ferent cultivars. 

4. For the Horticulture classes, all plants 
must have been in the possession of the 
exhibitor for a minimum of two months in 
order to qualify as having been “...grown 
by the exhibitor” (OJES p.25) 

5. Please see “Rules Governing OHS Shows” 
in this yearbook and the Ontario Judging 
and Exhibiting Standards (OJES 2003, 
reprinted 2007, 2010, 2012) booklet for 
further details. 

6. Exhibitors need to register their number of 
entries with the show convenor to earn a 
Plant Buck per entry. 

7. This show has a focus on native plants.  
The exhibitor with the highest aggre-
gate for this Show for classes calling for 
native plants will receive the Mary Bry-
ant Award which will be awarded the 
night of the Show.  

HORTICULTURE DIVISION: OPEN 

Section A: Indoor Plants 

1. Gesneriad, African Violet, 1 pot 
2. Gesneriad, Streptocarpus, 1 pot 
3. Gesneriad, any other, 1 pot 
4. Begonia, 1 pot 
5. Orchid, 1 pot 
6. Cacti or Other Succulent, 1 pot 
7. Any other house plant, 1 pot 

Section B: Roses 

Note: Specimen bloom to be exhibited with 
buds removed. A spray should have at least 
two blooms, half- or more open.  

 

mailto:gmak3@bell.net
mailto:mmark@rogers.com


Ottawa Horticultural Society  40 

 

Section E: Native Plants 

A native plant for purposes of this show is 
anything native to continental North 
America that can survive in Ottawa. 

Note: For a list of native plants, consult the 
list at http://www.ofnc.ca/fletcher/flora-
fauna/wildflowers/database/index_e.php 

It should be noted that this list is from all 
seasons. 

28. Any native flower, 1 specimen, named 

29. Collection of native foliage, at least 3 
kinds, named, 1 specimen of each in 
one container 

30. Any native fern, 1 specimen frond/leaf, 
named 

31. Collection of native ferns at least 3 
kinds, named, in one container 

HORTICULTURE DIVISION: NOVICE  

Section F  

Note: Novices may also compete in open clas-
ses, without losing their novice status. 

Specimen bloom to be exhibited with buds 
removed. A spray should have at least two 
blooms, half- or more open. Does not have to 
be disbudded. 

32. Rose, 1 specimen bloom or spray 

33. Any other garden flower, 1 cultivar, 1 
stalk/stem 

34. Any foliage, 1 cultivar, 3 leaves 

35. Any native fern, 1 specimen frond/leaf, 
named 

36. Any native flower, 1 specimen, named 

SPECIAL EXHIBITS DIVISION  

Table space 61 cm x 61 cm (24” x 24”) for 
each exhibit.  

37. Trough garden – a miniature landscape 
exhibit in a hypertufa container  

DESIGN DIVISION with focus on 
native plants; native plants to be 
named 

THEME: A Romantic Comedy  
Maximum table space 61 cm x 61 cm (24” 
x 24”) for each entry, unless otherwise 
specified. 

See OJES for design style definitions.  

Class 

Section G: Open 

39. The Runaway Bride – creative de-
sign  

40. Splash – underwater design, that is 
a design with part(s) placed under 
water to create interest. 

41. Four Weddings and a Funeral – 
synergistic design: a contemporary 
design in which several containers 
are used in a composition, the com-
bined units creating a unified whole 

42. The Graduate – design incorporat-
ing fruit or vegetables 

43. Roman Holiday – still life; plant 
material and inanimate objects are 
grouped to tell a story in a unified 
display. Plant materials are subordi-
nate.  

Section H: Novice 

44. Runaway Bride – creative design  
45. Roman Holiday – still life (see Class 

43 for definition of still life)  
46. People's choice: not to be judged; 

members will vote - a floral ar-
rangement of any style, to be named 
with the title of a romantic comedy. 

BEST IN SHOW  

Note: Do not enter; to be chosen by judge  

47. Indoor plants 

48. Other Garden Flowers, including 
Foliage 

49. Special Exhibits 

50. Design 

OHS 2018 SUMMER SHOW, cont. 
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HORTICULTURE DIVISION: OPEN  
Class 

Section A: Garden Flowers/Foliage 

1. Chrysanthemum, Garden type, 1 spray 

2. Chrysanthemum, single or semi-double,1 
cultivar, 3 sprays 

3. Dahlia, 10 cm (4”) and over, 1 stem 

4. Dahlia, under 10 cm (4”) 1 cultivar, 3 
stems 

5. Rose, 1 specimen bloom or spray 

6. Begonia, tuberous, 1 bloom floating in a 
bowl 

7. Ornamental Grass(-like) plant or other 
foliage, 1 cultivar, 3 specimens 

8. Aster, perennial, 1 cultivar, 3 stems 

9. Rudbeckia, any type, 3 stems 

10. Sedum, any type, 1 stem 

11. Any other garden flower, 3 specimens 

12. Holiest hosta: hosta leaf with the most 
holes 

13. Stem with leaves showing the most deco-
rative leaf-cutter damage 

Section B: Edibles 

14. Tomato, named, 3 specimens 

15. Any other vegetable, 3 specimens (e.g., 
beans, pod-peas, carrots) 

16. Any fruit (e.g., apples, plums, raspberries) 

Section C: Collections 

17. Collection of annual flowers, at least 3 
kinds, 2 stems or sprays of each, in one 
container 

18. Collection of perennial flowers, at least 3 
kinds, 2 stems or sprays of each, in one 
container. 

19. Collection of foliage, at least 3 kinds, 1 
specimen of each, in one container. 

20. Collection of cut herbs, minimum 5 
types, named, in one container 

OHS 2018 FALL SHOW 
Tuesday, September 25, 2018 

Tom Brown Arena 

Convenor: Gillian Macdonnell 613-730-3339, gmak3@bell.net 
Maureen Mark 613-521-4597; mmark@rogers.com 

General Rules 

Same as for Summer Show on page 39. 

HORTICULTURE DIVISION:  
NOVICE 

Section D:  

21. Chrysanthemum, Garden type, 1 spray 

22. Rose, 1 specimen bloom, floating in a 
bowl 

23. Any other garden flower, 1 specimen 
bloom, spray or stem 

24. Ornamental grass(-like) plant or other 
foliage, 1 cultivar, 3 specimens 

25. Rudbeckia, any type, 3 stems 

26. Sedum, any type, 1 stem 

27. A prize-winning pick, vegetable or fruit, 
3 specimens 

SPECIAL EXHIBITS DIVISION 

Table space of 60 cm x 60 cm (24” x 24”) is 
allowed for each exhibit. 

28. Dish garden – a miniature landscape in 
an open shallow container with at least 
3 growing, established plants that 
could include mini or small hostas. 

DESIGN DIVISION 

Table space not to exceed 60 cm x 60 cm 
(24” x 24”) for each entry, unless otherwise 
specified. 

THEME: Broadway Musicals 

Section E: Open 

29. Chicago - a modern design: few compo-
nents, new shapes, sculptural quali-
ties, dynamic balance, bold colours 

30. Oklahoma - an interpretative design 

31. Into the Woods - a wayside design: 
common and plentiful flowers, foliage, 
fungus and weeds of roadsides and 
meadows 

32. Big River - a water viewing design: a 
line design in a shallow container with 
1/2 to 2/3 of the container surface 
showing water  

33. Miss Saigon - an oriental style design 
(Ikebana) 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

Current information on the OHS, as well as extensive resource material and links to other 
useful websites, are all located on our website at: http://ottawahort.org/. We are always 
looking for your photographs of plants and gardens for the website. Please send them to 
Jayne Huntley at info@ottawahort.org, along with any other information that you feel could be 
included on the website. Also, feel free to share gardening ideas in the OHS Facebook group: 
Ottawa Horticultural Society.  

Members receive news and notices of upcoming meetings via The Grapevine, an electronic 
mail service operated by Jayne Huntley. Please send announcements for The Grapevine to 
grapevine@ottawahort.org. 

The Society publishes a newsletter in January, April, and September. It includes such items 
as feature articles, gardening advice, book reviews, Society news, profiles of OHS members, 
etc. The newsletter is available to members on-line or, on request, as a hard copy mailed to 
members. 
 
In January, highlights of the past year and plans for the coming year are published in a year-
book. It provides a convenient reference for show schedules and upcoming programs, and in-
cludes such information as a directory of the Society’s officers and convenors. The yearbook is 
distributed to all members in hard copy but is also available in the Members Only section of 
the OHS website. The online version of the yearbook contains hyperlinks which can be clicked 
on to browse, open websites or create email messages. OHS members will be able to click on 
any advertisement in the yearbook to go directly to the advertiser’s website. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Membership fees are $15 for an individual and $20 for a family. The membership year runs 
from September 1 to August 31. A new membership paid after June 1 will cover the following 
membership year. The membership convenor is D-J Smith. She can be contacted at  
613-225-3554 or at monthly meetings.  

New memberships and renewal forms can be filled in on-line at http://ottawahort.org/
membership/with immediate payment through PayPal or by sending a cheque to the OHS at 
the Mailing Address below.  Alternatively, the form can be printed out and mailed together 
with the cheque to the Mailing Address below. 

 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 8921 
Ottawa, ON 
K1G 3J2 

 
Meeting Location: 
Tom Brown Arena 
141 Bayview Road 
Ottawa, ON 
613-798-8885 

 
Internet: 
ottawahort.org 
Email: info@ottawahort.org 
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