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The mission of the Ottawa Horticultural Society is to cultivate an interest in plants
and gardening in order to create a beautiful community.

ABOUT THE OHS

The Ottawa Horticultural Society (OHS) is made up of amateur gardeners who come together
to promote and encourage an interest in horticulture. The OHS organizes lectures, work-
shops, flower and plant shows and sales, garden tours, and exchanges of information among
members. The Society also sponsors a community planting program and a special award for
front yard gardens as a contribution to the beautification of Ottawa. There are many oppor-
tunities to contribute as a volunteer.

The Society has a long history, dating back to the late 1800's. While there were garden socie-
ties in the city before then, it wasn't until the autumn of 1892 that a group of local plant en-
thusiasts met at City Hall to plan the launch of a Horticultural Society. The inaugural meet-
ing was held on January 17, 1893, with some 30 gentlemen present to listen to a lecture on
the newest and best horticultural techniques. More information on the history of the OHS is
available on the Society’s website. We are incorporated under the Ontario Agricultural and
Horticultural Organizations Act and belong to District 2 of the Ontario Horticultural Associa-
tion (OHA). As of the end-of-year 2015, there were 300 members in the OHS.

Meetings are scheduled for the fourth Tuesday of each month, except July and August (no
meetings), and December (second Tuesday). The meetings take place at the Tom Brown Are-
na, 141 Bayview Avenue (at Scott), and begin at 7:30 pm. In general, they are free and the
public is welcome.

Please see page 50 for a map of the location.

PATRONS
His Excellency the Right Honourable David Johnston, C.C., C.M.M., C.O0.M., C.D., Governor
General and Commander-in-Chief of Canada, and Her Excellency Sharon Johnston, C.C.

HONORARY PRESIDENT
His Worship the Mayor of Ottawa, Jim Watson

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Gomme, Ann and John Soar, Mrs. Anita Price, Joe Bryant, Marilyn
Light, Herb Cheesman, Judy Shedden, Sheila Burvill, Cecile Sanders.

Front cover: Clematis ‘Gillian Blades’. Our beautiful cover photo was the winner of the
Photographic Stores, Ltd., Trophy, and the 2016 OHS Photo Competition. It was taken by
Anne Johnston. Congratulations, Anne!
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‘ THANK YOU!

Many thanks to Sheila Burvill, Josie Pazdzior, Anna Sipos and Tuula Talvila for

your hard work on this edition of the yearbook. You are a great team. I couldn’t

have done it without your hard work and encouragement. I also appreciate the
many members who contributed articles and photos for the yearbook!

— Helene Williams, OHS Yearbook Editor
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

2017 marks the 125th anniversary of the founding of the Ottawa Horticultural Society. This is
a remarkable achievement — a cause for celebration. It is also a testament to the dedication
and hard work of countless members over so many generations.

The OHS was founded by leading citizens and senior civil servants. At the first meeting, “some
thirty gentlemen” were present. Times have changed! The OHS, like other long-lived groups,
has evolved and adapted over the years. The OHS of 1892 was a very different organization
than the OHS of 2017, as are the communities in which we live and garden.

The founders intended the OHS to provide instruction in the growing of fruit, vegetables and
flowers, and to ensure suitable conditions for the exhibitions of produce from members’ gar-
dens. The early meetings of the Society were primarily educational and focused on the newest
and latest horticultural techniques. Booklets were published recommending the best varieties
of plants for the Ottawa region.

The OHS continues this educational mandate, providing information and assistance to gar-
deners and prospective gardeners through various activities and programs, although perhaps
the instruction is more subtle these days. Meetings and guest speakers remain integral to the
OHS'’s activities. The topics and the approach have changed as have the plants we garden
with but, as was always the case, our members (whether novice or master gardeners) learn
something new. Garden tours, plant shows, plant sales and auctions, information booths, Sci-
ence Fair prizes, community plantings, among others, are a traditional part of the OHS’s an-
nual activities. They continue to inspire and inform members and the public.

Since our founding, many other garden groups have sprung up. They focus on specialized
types of gardening or specific plants. There are other horticultural societies and garden clubs
for specific neighbourhoods in the Ottawa area. The city has grown over the years, too. Yet,
the OHS still remains a generalist group and so draws members from across the municipality
and, indeed, from beyond.

One thing that has not changed through the decades — and this is the heart of the OHS’s
strength — is the importance of our volunteers! The Society has always been run by its mem-
bers, relying on them to organize and staff everything. All of the Society’s activities depend on
individuals and we have been particularly fortunate over the years that so many people have
been willing to contribute time and energy to running the OHS and its myriad committees. We
continue to have an extraordinary base of volunteers: in 2015, the total number of volunteer
hours was over 2,400 hours. (This figure is probably low, since many of our members tend to
underestimate their contributions.) Many of our members work on several different commit-
tees and volunteer in different capacities.

The OHS continues to be relevant because it has changed with the times. We continue to at-
tract new members while retaining existing ones. We are faced with challenges and these need
to be addressed on an ongoing basis. The Board does wrestle with them from time to time.
But our track record shows the OHS has successfully addressed these issues for 125 years
and there is every expectation that we will continue to do so.

2017 will be a big year for Canadians, and Ottawans in particular, as we celebrate the 150th
birthday of Canada. During these celebrations, let’s also raise a toast to the OHS and its own
125th anniversary, to the many gardeners who went before us and to the volunteers who keep
our Society current and vital.

— Jamie Robertson, OHS President
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OHS 2017 SPEAKER PROGRAM AND EVENTS

Unless otherwise stated, all monthly meetings start at 7:30 PM at the Tom Brown Arena
on the fourth Tuesday of each month. They are free and the public is welcome.
Please see http://ottawahort.org/events/ for any updates to these events.

January 24 - Making Containers for Your Garden - Judy Wall

Judy has given many workshops at her nursery near Perth. Anyone who has visited her gar-
den comes away with wonderful ideas and a feeling of awe. This presentation promises to be a
great learning experience. Rock Wall Gardens specializes in selling a wide variety of hardy
unique perennials and Garden art.

February 28 - Wildflowers and Natural Habitats in Gatineau Park - Tom
Delsey and Gwynneth Evans

Tom and Gwynneth are long time hiking partners who also share a keen interest in the wild-
flowers native to beautiful Gatineau Park. Through a joint venture, they have captured over
300 pictures of wildflowers to date.

Tom has prepared an amazingly beautiful slideshow presentation, including 36 photos, for
our viewing. Those selected are native species, roughly divided between three “seasons™
spring (April-May), mid-summer (June-July), and late summer (August-September). The plant
species are from a wide range of families and a variety of habitats, from forests, to the margins
of wetlands, to more open marshes and shorelines. The speakers will also share general ob-
servations on the various ecosystems within Gatineau Park.

March 28 - Pollinator Friendly - Matt or Marianne Gee, Gees Bees

A variety of "bee related" topics will be covered. They will share their history and how they are
spreading the word in and around the Ottawa Valley. Protecting pollinators and how to host a
hive will highlight the evening.

April 25 - A Dream Becomes Reality — Darren Heimbecker, Whistling Gar-
dens

Darren worked at a nursery as a propagator for 18 years and then bought a 56-acre farm in
Wilsonville, Ontario. He and his wife Wanda will share how excited they are to have been la-
belled as Canada’s Newest Horticultural Playground since May 26, 2012. Darren will highlight
how their farm’s 56 acres were converted to 20 lushly landscaped acres. Definitely a possible
destination site! The conifer collection is the largest public collection in the world and the
Rock/Alpine garden of perennials is enhanced by a computerized musical fountain amphithe-
atre.

Prepare yourself for a wonderful evening and share in how one man took his interest to a
higher level!

May 14 (SUNDAY) - FRIENDS OF THE FARM RARE AND UNUSUAL PLANT
SALE

May 23 - PLANT SALE AND AUCTION - Auctioneer: Marilyn Light
June 27 - SUMMER SHOW

Ottawa Horticultural Society 2
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OHS 2017 SPEAKER PROGRAM AND EVENTS, cont.

June 27, cont. — Front Yard Edibles — Jordan Bouchard, Coordinator of
Community Gardening Network of Just Food Ottawa

Growing edible plants in front (or back) yards is becoming an increasingly popular use of ur-
ban space. Jordan will provide an overview of the benefits and rules surrounding the estab-
lishment of a front yard edibles garden in Ottawa.

Don't know what to do with the bounty of the harvest? Jordan will also discuss such pro-
grams as Plant a Row, Grow a Row, Donate a Row.

July & August — No meetings

September 9 (SATURDAY) — FALL PLANT SALE - Held at the Old Ottawa
South Porch Sale

Tuesday, September 26 - FALL SHOW

From a Country Garden — Sahra Esmonde-White, Esmonde-White Gardens

Sahra recently inherited the Esmonde-White Gardens near Kemptville from her grandparents.
She is building upon the magical gardens made famous by their 17-year-old PBS Gardening
show “From A Country Garden”.

As a natural evolution, Sahra has created an apothecary workshop and a medicinal herb gar-
den. Sahra looks forward to sharing her grandmother's garden legacy along with her new ex-
periences and knowledge.

October 24 - Reford Gardens — Alexander Reford, Director, Reford Gar-
dens (formerly known as Les Jardins de Metis)

Mr. Reford will speak to us about the amazing Reford Gardens. This is a MUST see presenta-
tion.

November 28 — Small Water Features - Ian Stewart, Yards Unlimited

Ian will discuss small water features you can build yourself to add interest to your spaces. He
will cover different designs, what is needed, how to do it and where to buy the supplies. This
promises to be a fun DIY evening of learning how to build your own water feature and will
keep you planning over the winter months for the small water feature you will build in the
spring.

December 12: Annual General Meeting, Potluck and Photo Competition

Above: Centrepiece (Photo credit: Anne Johnston)
Left: 2016 Potluck Supper (Photo credit: Josie Pazdzior)
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NEW HONORARY LIFE MEMBER
CECILE SANDERS

Cecile Sanders has been made an honorary member of the OHS. She first joined the OHS 50
years ago, in 1966. With her husband, Joe, she served as a director and committee leader, as
well as a volunteer in many other capacities over the years.

— Jamie Robertson, OHS President

OHA DISTRICT 2 AGM
APRIL 22, 2017
Hosted by the Eganville & Area Horti-
cultural Society.

For updates, please see http://
www.gardenontario.org/site.php/
district2 /events/

OHA 111th CONVENTION

JuLy 21-23, 2017
Hosted by District 5, in York Region

Theme: The convention will be taking an environmental
focus with the theme Green from Shore to Shore. With that
in mind, please bring your own refillable water bottle.

There will be tours and much more made available to the
delegates.

Venue: Sheraton Parkway North, 600 Hwy-7 E, Richmond
Hill ON L4B 1B2 (Highway 7 and Leslie Street).

For updates, please visit http: //www.gardenontario.org/
sho/up conf.php

PRESERVE OHS DOCUMENTS

Copies of the yearbook and newsletter are automatically deposited in the OHS archives

and, if in machine-readable form, on the website. If, during a future spring cleaning, you
come across other documents relating to the Society that may be of historical interest,
please consider donating these by notifying the archivist. You can contact the archivist,
Sheila Burvill, at 613-232-9712.

Ottawa Horticultural Society 4
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2016 COMMITTEE REPORTS

Archives Committee

Convenor (temporary): Sheila Burvill (saburvill@sympatico.ca)
Member: DJ Smith

Highlights for 2016: In preparation for the meeting with John Lund, an archivist at the City of
Ottawa Archives to discuss the possible amalgamation of OHS archival material at the city ar-
chives, DJ Smith and Sheila Burvill reviewed the contents of the archive boxes stored in the
OHS locker. All material, with the exception of books on the history of the Society and our col-
lection of yearbooks and newsletters, were prepared for discussion with Mr. Lund. Currently,
he and an archival assistant are reviewing this material to see which items would augment the
material on the OHS which was transferred from the National Archives in 2015. The aim is to
have all OHS archival material in one place where it can be preserved in proper conditions. We
are now awaiting their decision. Once this objective is realized, DJ and Sheila have recom-
mended to the Board that the position of OHS Archivist be abolished and replaced with a new
position of OHS Historian.

In addition to reviewing the material from the archives, the Board requested that we also con-
sult City Archives staff about our trophies. Some of these are valuable and of significant histor-
ical interest but have not been cleaned or otherwise maintained by the OHS in several years. It
might be better if they were also transferred to the City Archives where they can be properly
stored and available for public viewing. City Archives staff, however, recognize the storage and
maintenance burden of such trophies they would be assuming so are currently examining two
sample trophies and a list of all our trophies. It is unlikely that they will be interested in all of
them. In any case, there will need to be further negotiation and discussion between the City
and the OHS before any decision is reached regarding a transfer.

Community Planting Committee
Convenor: Lynne Deachman

Members: Margaret Scratch, Josie Pazdzior, Erin Cassidy, Fran Johnson, Catherine Montgom-
ery, Lis Schmidt, Jennifer Mix, Kathryn Davis, Kathryn Marshall

Highlights for 2016: This was a season for finishing projects begun in previous years and do-
ing some preliminary work for next season. Our projects are always done in collaboration with
a local community group. This year, a number of projects were started and then abandoned
because the volunteers at the community organizations had other priorities. However, the true
highlight was the recognition given to Ottawa Horticultural Society and the committee for the
work we did over the past two seasons at Carleton Lodge, a long-term care facility which has
two gardens for residents and their families. Our work has made a huge difference in the lives
of the lodge’s residents and volunteers.

Lynne Deachman resigned as Convenor in the fall.
Note: For more details, please see page 22.

Finance Committee

Convenor: Pat Russell (wardruss@teksavvy.com)

Members: Jamie Robertson (President), Geoff Kennedy, Jayne Huntley, Gillian Macdonnell,
Maureen Mark, Rob Brandon, Gloria Sola (Treasurer)

Highlights for 2016: The committee did not meet in person this year. Its review of the annual
budget was done by email, with comments submitted to the Treasurer before it went to the
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2016 COMMITTEE REPORTS, cont.

Finance Committee, cont.

Board, as was the review of the audited Financial Statement prior to its being presented to the
membership at the AGM.

No decisions or changes needed to be made to our investments. However, our two-year-
$10,000.00 GIC matures in February 2017; our other GIC matures in June 2019; and our
long-term bond matures in 2023. Also some excess money from the current account needs to
be transferred to the investment account. Therefore, the committee will meet early next year
to discuss possible future investment vehicles for both shorter and longer terms.

As the Treasurer stated in her report presented at the AGM, the small projected deficit for
2016 was wiped out with our income exceeding the budget due to greater than anticipated
revenues from the plant sales, an increase in membership, and because there were no new
community planting activities. Next year's budget allows for a slight increase in anticipation of
some community initiatives to mark the 150th anniversary.

Although there is still no successor to the present treasurer, some leads are being pursued in
the hope that 2017 will see a transition to a new incumbent. In the meantime, we greatly ap-
preciate Gloria's patience and acceptance of the situation.

Once again, the committee is pleased to report that the Society is in a strong financial situa-
tion.

Garden Tours Committee

Convenor: Jennifer Mix (j.mix@sympatico.ca)

Members: Sheila Burvill, Josie Pazdzior

Highlights for 2016: There were two tours that took place in 2016. Sadly, a third tour, of
Robb Wainwright’s cottage property, had to be cancelled due to damage suffered to the site
during the previous winter.

June Tour — The tour on June 21 featured the gardens of last year’s Trillium Award winners:
Jacqui Crawford’s on Lexington Avenue and Ian Wilson’s on Malone Crescent. In addition, the
gardens surrounding a high-rise condominium building on Richmond Road that is gardened
co-operatively by a committee of building residents showed an interesting way of creating
beautiful gardens for the benefit of all. Nancy Gabler and Sylvia Furman were our main tour
guides there.

August Tour — Despite the disruptions of the massive Main Street construction project, three
gardens on streets to either side of Main Street were open for OHS members to tour. Nathalie
Chaly’s garden on Merritt Avenue, Kristin Kendall’s garden on Letchworth Road, and Krysia
Pazdzior’s garden on Riverdale Avenue were toured by a good number of visitors.

We have thanked all the generous gardeners who opened their garden to our members
through 2016.

NOTE: Descriptions of the gardens are on page 24.

Membership Committee
Convenor: D.J. Smith

Members: Nina Prestera, Tuula Talvila, Suzanne Carr, Heidi Gaerets, Blaine Marchand,
Sheila Burvill.
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2016 COMMITTEE REPORTS, cont.

Membership Committee, cont.

Highlights for 2016: The Society surpassed its ongoing target of 300 members, placing us
back where we were before the slide in numbers that started in 2010. Most of the increase
has come from new members who joined in the last few months of the membership year. The
goal now shifts to retaining members.

Newsletter Committee

Convenor: Sheila Carey (s_carey@rogers.com)

Members: Sheila Burvill, Nathalie Chaly, Tuula Talvila, Carolyn Sprott, Catherine Montgom-
ery (Distribution)

Highlights for 2016: As is usual, the newsletter was published three times in 2016 - Janu-
ary, April, and September. Newsletter distribution also included the yearbook (in January).
Catherine Montgomery took over distribution of the paper copies of the newsletter, and Car-
olyn Sprott is now responsible for the “Getting to Know You” member articles. In January
2017, two new members will be participating: Pat Russell and Renata Grudzien.

We welcome suggestions for the newsletter. Suggestions for articles or new features can be
sent to: info@ottawahort.org

Program Committee
Convenor: Erin Cassidy
Members: Rebecca Last, Gloria Sola

Highlights for 2016: In 2016, the Program Convenor had to curtail her work early in the
year. In her absence, Rebecca Last, the previous convenor, stepped in to provide significant
help. Gloria Sola organized the program for the October meeting. The format for the 2016 pro-
gram was similar to that used in 2013, 2014, and 2015.

At the January meeting, OHS member Rob Brandon reprised his popular talk on the gardens
of Kyoto. Rather than visit the most famous gardens, he walked the city with a list of some of
the smaller and less-visited sites. Rob presented features of the eight gardens he visited to
give us an overview of the history of Japanese gardens, highlighting some of the most im-
portant garden design features and their underlying principles, and identifying aspects that
might be translated into Canadian gardens. February’s meeting featured three presentations
on the subject of success with seeds: germinating, growing, gathering. The panel of presenters
comprised Sylvia Spasoff (OHS), Telsing Andrews (Aster Lane Edibles) and Kelly Noel (Master
Gardener). The March presentation was given by Caroline Dabrus, a longtime volunteer with
the Ornamental Gardens at the Central Experimental Farm, as well as another Lilac Team
volunteer, Maura Giuliani, resulting in a useful talk and demonstration on how to easily
prune a variety of ornamental shrubs. OHS Member extraordinaire Marilyn Light was our
speaker in April. Her topic was “Creating Pollinator Friendly Neighbourhoods”, in which she
suggested ways to create a pollinator friendly environment that will attract and sustain polli-
nators in our neighbourhoods. The meeting in May was, as usual, the Auction and Plant Sale
(described in the 2016 Sales Report section on page 14). Rounding off the program before the
summer break, Judith Cox spoke on the delightful topic of child friendly gardening, emphasiz-
ing the popular trend of fairy gardens but going beyond that to share general tips and strate-
gies to engage children in gardening activities.
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2016 COMMITTEE REPORTS, cont.

Program Committee, cont.

After our hot and very dry summer, we returned in September to hear about some plants that
would have felt right at home here this year. Stepping in at the last minute to replace the
scheduled speaker, Rob Huntley took us on a virtual tour of El Charco del Ingenio, the botani-
cal gardens and nature preserve of San Miguel de Allende, Mexico. The gardens were created
in 1990 to rescue and protect a unique area of environmental, scenic and historical value
from the urban sprawl of the town. Operated as a non-profit, it has both planted gardens and
natural areas, and a strong focus on conservation. Rob also spoke about his experience with,
and shared tips on, growing winter hardy cacti in Ottawa. The October meeting featured a
popular and knowledgeable speaker from Maine, Kerry Ann Mendez. She spoke about her fa-
vourite perennials, ones that really contribute to a garden without needing extra care, such as
staking, pruning, and the like. Since her choices were all based on her experience with them
in a hardiness zone similar to that of Ottawa and her photos were gorgeous, audience mem-
bers left with long lists of “must haves”. November brought more useful information when
Cindy Cluett, horticulturalist and owner of Beyond the House showed how to use seasonal
greenery to create winter containers, wreaths, and centerpieces. Just in time for the Christ-
mas season, of course, but inspiring designs that will see OHS members through an entire
Ottawa winter.

While attendance figures varied, the average was slightly under 90 persons. That figure in-
cludes visitors as well as OHS members.

NOTE: Please see page 2 for the 2017 Speaker Program and Events.

Property Committee
Convenor: Vacant
Members: Janet Kelly (audio-visuals), Kristin Kendall, David Burroughs

Highlights for 2016: Due to the lack of a convener for the Committee, no report is available.

Publicity Committee
Convenor: Gayle Quick

Highlights for 2016: The committed assisted Gloria Sola to produce the annual brochure.
Each month we sent notice of the monthly speaker to the following:

1 The Ottawa Citizen Our Town (Green Thumb)

1 The Ottawa Citizen Garden Calendar

f Metroland West/East/South Ottawa Whatis Happening This Week

1 EMC Whatis On This Week

1 Orleans Star Community Billboard

1 Garden Making Magazine Ottawa Valley Events

The convenor handled the duties above but had much assistance from Jamie Robertson and
Rebecca Last in advertising October's guest speaker more widely. In addition, Tuula Talvila
and Gloria Sola produced a poster for the October meeting that was distributed with the as-
sistance of Kristin Kendall through:
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2016 COMMITTEE REPORTS, cont.

Publicity Committee, cont.

I The Ottawa Public Libraries

i OHS District 2

{ Local garden clubs and Master Gardeners
§ CHCH and CTV websites

Shows Committee

Convenor: Gillian Macdonnell (gmak3@bell.net)

Members: Gillian Macdonnell (Chair), Nancy McDonald (Chief Statistician), members at large:
Maureen Mark (Past Chief Statistician), Josie Pazdzior, Ann Frederking and OHS President (ex
officio member).

Highlights for 2016: Two judged shows were held in 2016. Both shows were held in conjunc-
tion with general meetings. The Spring Show emphasized native plants so that our Mary Bry-
ant painting could be presented for Best-in-Show Design. The Fall Show was intentionally half
the size of a regular show in an effort to entice new members to exhibit. In fact, there were
three new exhibitors. Both shows were small but interesting. Native plant categories are in the
offing for the 2017 shows but with some changes planned. Thanks go to Dorothy Tol (cards
and new card design), statistician Nancy McDonald, Marilyn Light, Nina Prestera and Emilie
Henkelman, who stood in as clerks. Judges in 2016 were Gay MacQuarrie and Diane Partlo.

Plant bucks were earned at both shows and were used for the auction in May as well as other
plant sales with the exception of the Rare and Unusual Plant Sale at the Experimental Farm.
While redemption does not keep up with the number of Plant Bucks given out, it is still seen
as a motivator for exhibitors. Thirteen exhibitors received $92 in Plant Bucks. In 2016, $26 in
Plant Bucks were redeemed. This is an increase both in number of Plant Bucks received (more
exhibits) and in Plant Bucks redeemed.

Lacking a Trophy Convenor, we did not award any actual trophies in 2016. However, cash
prizes were awarded along with “virtual” trophies.

See also the section on the Mary Bryant award on page 31.

Volunteer Committee

Convenor: Sheila Burvill (saburvill@sympatico.ca)

Members: Rosemary Campbell, Josie Pazdzior

Highlights for 2016: A significant number of new members who had indicated they wanted to
be contacted for volunteering was welcomed during 2016 and their names and contact infor-
mation given to the appropriate convenors and activity organisers. As usual, prizes for three
randomly chosen volunteers were given out at the 2016 Annual General Meeting, as a way of
thanking OHS volunteers.

Nominations for the various OHA and OHS awards to members were collected and sent to the
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2016 COMMITTEE REPORTS, cont.

Volunteer Committee, cont.

Board for approval, with the exception of the President’s Award which is awarded at the dis-
cretion of the current OHS President.

Josie has resigned as a member and Sheila has resigned as Convenor as of January 2017.
Fortunately, Edythe Falconer (elou@bell.net) has volunteered to be the new convenor.

Yearbook Committee

Convenor: Helene Williams (chungwilliams@gmail.com)

Members: Sheila Burvill, Josie Pazdzior, Tuula Talvila, and Anna Sipos.

Highlights for 2016: The OHS Yearbook was published in January 2016 and distributed to
all members a little earlier than usual in order to avoid a hike in postage rates. The lovely cov-
er photo of Rosa 'De Montarville' was taken by Barb Walker, who won the Photographic Store
Ltd. Trophy and the OHS Photographic Competition for the second year in a row. Well done,
Barb!

We were sorry to lose Ann Frederking as our Advertising Manager this year because of her
other commitments. We are grateful for her hard work finding sponsors for previous editions
of the yearbook. Thank you, Ann!

In April, we were honoured to receive a letter from Mayor Watson which read as follows:

“On behalf of Members of Ottawa City Council, it is my distinct pleasure to extend
congratulations to you in recognition of the publication of the Ottawa Horticultural
Society’s 2016 Yearbook.

It serves as an important community resource for both seasoned horticulturalists
and gardening enthusiasts alike, providing a comprehensive overview of benevolent
local projects and major horticultural events organized by the OHS, which enhance
the aesthetic value of our city’s natural landscapes and diversity of garden de-
signs.”

For the first time in at least seven years, we raised the prices of yearbook ads. This has not
deterred our sponsors. In fact, thanks to Sheila Burvill's suggestion, we were able to recruit a
former yearbook sponsor, Greely Sand and Gravel, Inc., for the 2017 edition of the year-
book. They have taken out a full-page ad on the inside-back cover.

New in 2017 to the online version of the yearbook, OHS members will be able to click on any
ad to go directly to the advertiser’s website. We hope this will encourage everyone to support
our generous sponsors: Artistic Landscape Designs, Ltd. (back cover); Beyond the House (p.
17); Bloomfields Flowers (back cover); Green Thumb Garden Centre (p. 46); Greely Gravel and
Sand (inside-back cover); J.A. Laporte Flowers and Nursery (p. 21); Mondus Distinction (p.
42); Rideau Woodland Ramble (p. 38); Ritchie Feed and Seed (p. 51).

The 2017 Yearbook will be mailed out in mid-January to all members. The online version will
be posted on the OHS website at the same time or earlier.
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OTHER OHS 2016 ACTIVITY REPORTS

Website
Webmaster: Jayne Huntley

There were no major changes to the website during 2016. On-line membership applications
and renewals continue to be popular and have proven to be a valuable addition to the site.

If you have any suggestions on things you would like to see on the website, please don't hesi-
tate to contact Jayne Huntley at info@ottawahort.org.

Facebook Group

Co-ordinator: Sandy Garland

Highlights for 2016: Our Facebook group has grown to 247 members — not all of whom are
OHS members. We continue to use Facebook as a way to publicize our monthly meetings and
other events and let Ottawa gardeners know about our activities. Members also post garden-
related events, such as talks at the Ottawa Public Library, and documents, such as a bulb
planting guide and a plant hardiness map.

This year’s postings included the usual pleas for identification of plants, as well as many gor-
geous photos of members’ gardens and produce. We enjoyed exploring a “food forest” project,
reading several Garden Professor’s blogs, and learning more about pollinators and how to en-
sure they have a continuing place in our gardens.

Thanks go to everyone who contributed information, asked questions, and “liked” our post-
ings, a nice way to keep in touch and chat about gardening between monthly meetings.

OHS Facebook Group - https://www.facebook.com/groups/6012313849/

Ambassador’s Program

Co-ordinator: Heidi Geraets (geraets@uottawa.ca)

The purpose of the Program is to get members who have attractive gardens and are willing to
display an OHS sign to become an ambassador for the Society. The sign shows the OHS logo
and reads: “Ottawa Horticultural Society Member”. The idea is that while working in their gar-
den and getting into conversations with neighbours and passers-by, ambassadors would hand
out pamphlets about the Society to passers-by, encouraging them to become OHS members.

Sadly, in 2016, while several signs were returned, no one asked to receive one, so the Program
is now in abeyance.

AL B A B A LT

OHS PLANT SALES

OHS plant sales are important fundraisers to help pay for our activities and depend

on the generous support of our members. Please keep the OHS in mind when you

-,?',U divide your perennials in the spring and late summer. Also, come and meet people
1

% at the plant sales as a volunteer!

R R A A R R0
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2015 PHOTO COMPETITION REPORT

Convenor: Anne Johnston

Judge’s Choice Award:
Photographic Store Trophy

% OHS
ographic Stove Ltd.

Trophy
2015

Barb Walker: Shrub rose ‘De Montarville'

In 2015, we received a total of 114 images submitted by 11 photographers in seven classes
(Macros, Up Close and Personal, Flora and Fauna, Hardscaping, Hostas Galore, Mums and
Asters, Voluptuous Vistas) respectively. This is significantly more than 2014. The members’
voting took place at the December AGM; 34 ballots were completed (almost exactly the same
as in 2014). The announcement of the winners was in January 2016. The external judge in
2015 was Mark Dalpé, a sales associate at Henry’s Photography and an avid, accomplished
photographer. He received an honorarium of $65 for his efforts.

People’s Choice Award:
Best Photo Overall

Maria Fleming
Montreal Botanical Garden

The winner of Judge’s Choice/Photography Store Ltd. Trophy was Barb Walker for her image
“Shrub Rose ‘De Montarville” in the Macro class. Barb was awarded a $25 prize and an 8” x
10” plaque and her name was added to the Photographic Store Ltd. trophy. As well, her win-
ning photograph was featured on the cover of the 2016 Yearbook.
The winning photographs are posted on the OHS Web site in the “Members’ Only” section at:
http:/ /ottawahort.org/2015-photo-competition-winners/

The winner of the People’s Choice Award was Maria Fleming for her Montreal Botanical Gar-
dens photograph in the “Voluptuous Vistas” category. She received a $25 prize and an 8” x
10” plaque of her winning photograph.

Ottawa Horticultural Society
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SELECTIONS FROM THE 2015 PHOTO COMPETITION

Class 7: Voluptuous Vistas
Member’s Choice

2nd place: Josie Pazdzior
Macouin Garden,
Central Experimental Farm, Ottawa
Class 5: Hostas Galore

Judge’s Choice

- -

2m place: Adelheid Malowany
Hosta steboldiana

Class 6: Mums and Asters
Judge’s Choice

‘Urano Red’

Class 3: Flora and Fauna
Member’s Choice

2nd Place: Renee Dr\'ry
Bumble on Ratiba

Class 2: Up Close and Personal
Judge’s Choice

15t Place: Nina Prestera
Rose, after the rain

Class 4: Hardscaping
Member’s Choice

1st Place: Elaine Newton
Clematis ‘Filigree’

13
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2016 SALES REPORT

OHS sales in 2016 continued to be successful not only in raising funds for OHS activities but
also in raising the profile of the Society in the wider community. When sales feature plants
donated by members, buyers have confidence that the plants have been grown and nurtured
in Ottawa gardens. Advice or information offered by OHS volunteers at sales is backed by ex-
perience — sometimes the volunteer has donated the plant or knows the garden or gardener it
comes from. The plants are well-priced and meticulously labelled. An additional advantage for
buyers at OHS sales is that any plant sold involves a conversation between at least one volun-
teer and the purchaser. One sale, the Chrysanthemum Sale, is a service to members as well
as a revenue earner.

The sales events assist in funding our free monthly meetings, paying for guest speakers, and
supporting other projects that fulfill the mission of the OHS "To cultivate an interest in plants
and gardening in order to create a beautiful community."

Many thanks are due to the volunteers who participate in all aspects of making OHS sales
successful — the diggers, the dividers, the potter-uppers, the labellers, the pricers, the drivers,
and the day of sale volunteers — all the members who are so generous with their time, energy
and expertise.

Chrysanthemum Sale
Organizers: Rob Brandon and Anne Johnston

2016 was a transition year with Anne Johnston taking the lead in selection of the plants and
contact with the growers. We used the normal approach of promoting the sale through the
Grapevine. The 1,200 plants ordered from JVK arrived on May 18 at 13 Rupert Street in good
shape. Sharon McCue worked with Rob to make up the orders from 36 OHS members for a
total of 981 plants. The extras that resulted from having to order in multiples of 50 were sold
at the auction and then at the Great Glebe Garage sale.

The cultivars by name and color ordered by members were as follows:
Padre White (207), Padre Yellow (134), Padre Pink (125), Padre Cerise (125)
Padre Orange (75), Nerola Orange (118), Savona Red (168).

264 plants went to the auction and were sold at $1 each; 77 plants came back from the auc-
tion and were sold at the Great Glebe Garage sale along with a number of orders that were not
picked up.

Net revenue was just over $350 but, more importantly, this sale is a service to members as
the plugs are not otherwise available to the general public.

For 2017, because Rob Brandon is in the UK in the fall, members will need to use email to
send in their orders; instructions will be provided on the Grapevine. In 2016, only one mem-
ber ordering did not have email. An alternative will be provided for ordering at an OHS meet-
ing for anyone who does not have email.

Some requests have been received for an aster selection and this will be investigated.
Net revenue: $352.07

Friends of the Farm Rare and Unusual Plants Sale

Organizers: Rob Brandon and Kristin Kendall

The 2016 sale was held on Sunday May 15, a week after the traditional Mother’s Day sale. It
also happened to be on what felt like the coldest and windiest day ever. The temperature
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2016 SALES REPORT, cont.

Friends of the Farm Rare and Unusual Plants Sale Report, cont.

peaked at 9, and at one point OHS members were observed chasing an errant twenty dollar
bill across the parking lot.

Rob Brandon and his crew of dedicated potter-uppers worked the week before, during some
unseasonably hot days, to prepare donated plants to sell. The number of donated plants was
somewhat lower than usual, thanks to the strange and unpredictable spring weather. The
quality of plants donated was not affected and even the OHS can't control the weather!

The earliest day-of-sale volunteers arrived before 7:00 am with mittens and parkas, and de-
spite the cold and the wind. After the usual flurry of setting up tables and setting out plants,
we were ready to sell before the official start time of 9:00 am. The usual mix of experienced
and less experienced gardeners came to look for the "just right" plant. The sales team was
kept busy answering questions and sharing gardening experience and wisdom. By the end of
the day, later than usual at 2:00 pm, the OHS tables were almost bare and the volunteers
were ready to find somewhere to warm up cold feet and fingers.

Gross revenue: $1,552.25

Auction and Plant Sale
Organizers: Maureen Mark (Auction), Tuula Talvila (Sale)

This year's Plant Auction and Sale evening was well-
attended, attracting over 120 people, and raised a total
of $2863.50. The transition to the current organizers
went smoothly thanks to the guidance and participa-
tion of the past organizers. Our gratitude goes to Sheila
Burvill, Jennifer Mix, Blaine Marchand, and Nathalie
Chaly for shaping the Plant Auction and Sale into the
successful fund-raising event that it has become for
the OHS. Taking over the reins was made easy by all
their work.

During the auction there were 54 registered bidders
vying for over 40 choice selections of a wide range of
plants: named Hosta cultivars, peony seedlings, toma- L

toes, daylilies, ferns, grasses, and even some small Plants up for bidding (Photo credit: Anne Johnston)
trees. The lowest and highest winning bids were $15

and $45 respectively and a total of $1078 was raised.

Once again, Marilyn Light, our auctioneer, entertained and informed the crowd with her sales
banter.

Following the auction, our enthusiastic fleet of volunteers staffed the plant sale tables. Buyers
selected from a wide array of perennials from OHS members' gardens, as well as annuals, veg-
etables, and houseplants at tables with price designations of $2, $4, $6, and $7 to $14. Our
$15-and-up table held some special selections. For the past several years, the proceeds from
the plant sale have topped those of the year before and this year was no exception, reflecting
the growing interest in this portion of the evening. The 2016 plant sale brought in $1785.50.
Of course the evening would not be possible without the efforts and commitment of the 40-
plus volunteers who were involved and the plant donations from OHS members! As we look
ahead to 2017, if anyone would like to join the organizing committee for the Plant Auction and
Sale, please contact us!

Gross revenue: $2,863.50
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2016 SALES REPORT, cont.

Fall Sale

Organizers: Anne Johnston and Kristin Kendall

In 2016, there was one potting-up station located in the east-end at Anne Johnston’s home.
There were five volunteers for the potting-up session and six drivers were recruited to help
transport the plants. We received a good number of plant donations for the sale albeit fewer
than last year. At the end of the day, all six cars were filled, including a pick-up truck.

This year's sale was held once again on the Saturday after Labour Day in conjunction with the
Old Ottawa South Porch Sale. It was a glorious day for once, in contrast to the rain we experi-
enced in previous years.

Anne Johnston and her volunteers prepared the donated plants for sale, potting and dividing
as required, competently labelling and pricing, and in many cases supplying photographs of
plants to show how they look in bloom. As with the spring sale, the quantity of plants was
somewhat reduced although the quality was not. It was a summer of relentless heat and rec-
ord-breaking drought. It took even more effort than usual to keep plants healthy and happy
enough to be dug up or divided.

On the day of the sale, the first customers arrived early, even as plants were being set out.
Some were returning specifically to buy plants from the OHS and some were newbies, just
starting out with empty yards to fill. Working with newer gardeners always creates a chance
to talk about the OHS, and what opportunities there are to learn about gardening from speak-
ers and other members. In addition to the perennial plants, the fall sale includes house plants
and all sorts of garden-related items. There were more of these items and more indoor plants
than previously, and they had almost disappeared by the end of the day. (A pair of charming
antique wooden rakes walked away for $5.00, a particularly good deal.)

It was a great day all round. Buyers and their gardens, indoors and out, benefitted and so did
the OHS!

Gross revenue: $1,056.20

Final Comments

Every year at the AGM, the names of all the wonderful OHS volunteers are listed, and the vol-
unteers are asked to stand, a way of saying thank you in a public way. But there is no practi-
cal way of naming all the gardeners who generously share plants, and without these folks
there would be no sales.

In 2016, the unpredictable and late spring and the extremely hot and dry summer made the
tasks of digging and dividing plants in our gardens particularly difficult. So even greater
thanks are owed to the members who donated plants for the sales.

There are OHS members who are lining up plants now for the 2017 sales, thinking ahead
about what could be divided or shared, setting off a planting that has grown too big to be dug
up in the spring. If you have thought about donating plants at some point but felt hesitant for
whatever reason, remember that if winter comes, spring follows. Pots are available (contact
Kristin Kendall or Rob Brandon) and if you are not sure about whether or not a plant can be
divided or moved, there are always other OHS members to ask, either at a meeting or on the
OHS Facebook page.

Bottom line — abundant thanks again to all the gardeners who donated plants, and don't for-
get that there are more sales ahead in 2017. We always need your plants!
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2016 CASH DONORS

The OHS would like to thank the following generous individuals for donations given between
November 27, 2015, and November 26, 2016.

Julie Bates (in memory of Estate of Bruce Laforce Nina Prestera
Joan Elise Bates) Rebecca Last Ian Pringle
Sheila Burvill Kathy Lindsay Gerda Schwartz
Gaetan Buttigieg Linda Kralik Linda Seymour
Suzanne Carr Patricia Michel D-J Smith

Rick Cavassin Maryna Nowosielski Gloria Sola
Beverley Chartrand Jeannie Olivier Robert Way
Alice and Hans Foerstel Angela Petersen

THE FORTY-YEAR CLUB

Congratulations to the following
members who have been with the
OHS for 40 or more years. Their
wealth of experience and knowledge
continue to enrich the Society and
encourage us all!

Joe Bryant
Herb Cheesman
Heidi Geraets
Cecile and Joe Sanders
Judy Shedden

LONG-SERVICE MEMBERS

The OHS also congratulates these
2016 Milestone Members:

10 years

Carlyne and Robert Smith
Ela Kesik
Deborah McPhedran and
Stefan Bilan
Gillian Boyd

Thérése-Marie Perrier
Kristin and Bill Kendall
Gail McClemens
Alice and Gregg Alexander
Ellen Derry and Ron Woods
Barry Davidson
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http://www.buddgardens.com/
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http://www.greenthumbgarden.ca/
http://www.herbgarden.on.ca/visit/hours-location/
http://www.laportegardens.com/en/
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2016 GARDENS ON TOUR, cont.

August Tour

Nathalie Chaly’s garden is a plant-lover’s mecca. From her meticulous attention to plant
health, her eye for display and showing plants to their best advantage, her knowledge and cu-
riosity about new specimens, Nathalie is the go-to person for gardening knowledge. August’s
offerings included hardy geraniums, sedums, monardas (beebalm), Lobelia syphilitica (Great
blue lobelia), phloxes, Hosta plantaginea (‘the August lily’), Kirengeshoma (Japanese wax
bells), Chelone (turtlehead), Tricyrtis (toad lilies), asters and chrysanthemums. Such variety
could spell visual chaos but her phlox bring the right hues to bear. The delicate Japanese wax
bells dangle above beautifully sited hostas while new plantings of trees and shrubs have taken
to their new homes with delight. The whole garden, seen as a canvas, is a beautiful balance of
rich texture, colour, contour, and depth. The micro gardens, seen as gardens-within-a-garden,
are endlessly surprising and involving. A place to admire, to enjoy, and to learn from.

Kristin Kendall’s secret garden at the rear of
her home is introduced slyly by a shaded front
garden with Carex ‘Ice Dance’, spectacular
window-box begonias, and new stone work
feature. The plants and colour scheme contin-
ue down a charming path garden that opens
into a surprising backyard oasis. A two-level
deck shelters a large granite boulder drilled to
hold a water fountain and looks over a garden
with repeating patterns of texture and colour
using sensitively chosen rocks and specimen
plants such as sedums and ornamental grass-
es and shrubs. Art objects lend humour, col-
our, and interest. Kristin’s back garden has
lost a neighbouring shade tree so next sum- - - ek
mer she will surely rise to the delightful chal- Kristin Kendall’s garden (Photo credit: Josie Pazdzior)
lenge of some new perennials and a different

colour palette.

e

Krysia Pazdzior’s garden enjoys a spectacular south-facing location but a slope that would
challenge even the most adept gardener. Rising to the challenge, Krysia has built paths in
stone and brick to both access and terrace the slopes, has planted small to medium shrubs
including Chamaecyparis, Cotinus (smokebush), and Corylus contorta (corkscrew hazel) as
well as many sun-loving perennials such as echinacea and heathers, and is experimenting
with ornamental grasses on this slope. There’s a large climbing hydrangea on the east side of
the house plus several clematis nearby. Krysia tends a vegetable garden on the east side of
the house and container and small bed plantings at the back of the home.

We sincerely thank all our garden hosts in 2016 for bravely maintaining their gardens despite
the wretched drought and intense heat of this summer. Congratulations to you all!

More photos of the August garden tour can be found on the OHS website in the Members’ On-
ly section at http://ottawahort.org/2016-august-garden-tours/

— Jennifer Mix
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2016 AWARDS, cont.

ONTARIO HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION SERVICE AWARD

For Meritorious Service to Horticulture

KATHY LINDSAY

Jamie Robertson and Kathy Lindsay (tK2{i2 OISR 1yy/5 li2Kyli2y0

Kathy Lindsay has been an Ottawa Horticultural Society member since 2004. She was an
OHS Board member during 2007 and 2008. After several years serving on the Shows Commit-
tee, she became the convenor from 2007 to 2012 and remains active in competitions. Kathy
has assisted in OHS sales and community events where she helped recruit new members. She
has been a speaker at horticultural society meetings, including an inspiring talk on labyrinth
gardens. In 2006, she helped organize the OHA’s 100th annual meeting held in Ottawa, sup-
plying innovative green and white table centerpieces featuring cauliflowers and other non-
traditional material.

In 2012, Kathy began a five-year term as the OHA District 2 Director. In that position she rep-
resents the District 2 societies at the OHA convention and presides over the District 2 annual
and semi-annual meetings. In 2016, Kathy became the new chair of the OHA Competitions
Committee in addition to continuing to serve as co-coordinator of the convention flower show
and co-chair of the OHA Judging Committee.

Kathy is also an active member of the Ottawa Floral Art Group.

A THOUGHT TO REMEMBER

The Ottawa Horticultural Society is a registered, charitable, non-profit organization, and
issues tax receipts. All cash gifts to the Society, such as donations, prizes, in memoria

bequests or trusts, or additions to any of its current trust funds, would be appreciated.
Donations help fund our community projects and presentations.

OHS charity registration number: #13232 9335 RR 0001.
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COMMUNICATIONS

Current information on the OHS, as well as extensive resource material and links to other
useful websites, are all located on our website at: http://ottawahort.org/. We are always
looking for your photographs of plants and gardens for the website. Please send them to
Jayne Huntley at info@ottawahort.org, along with any other information that you feel could be
included on the website. Also, feel free to share gardening ideas in the OHS Facebook group:
Ottawa Horticultural Society.

Members receive news and notices of upcoming meetings via The Grapevine, an electronic
mail service operated by Jayne Huntley. Please send announcements for The Grapevine to
grapevine@ottawahort.org.

The Society publishes a newsletter in January, April, and September. It includes such items
as feature articles, gardening advice, book reviews, Society news, profiles of OHS members,
etc. The newsletter is available to members on-line or, on request, as a hard copy mailed to
members.

In January, highlights of the past year and plans for the coming year are published in a year-
book. It provides a convenient reference for show schedules and upcoming programs, and in-
cludes such information as a directory of the Society’s officers and convenors. The yearbook is
distributed to all members in hard copy but is also available in the Members Only section of
the OHS website. The online version of the yearbook contains hyperlinks which can be clicked
on to browse, open websites or create email messages. New in 2017, OHS members will be
able to click on any advertisement in the yearbook to go directly to the advertiser’s website.

MEMBERSHIP

Membership fees are $15 for an individual and $20 for a family. The membership year runs
from September 1 to August 31. A new membership paid after June 1 will cover the following
membership year. The membership convenor is D-J Smith. She can be contacted at
613-225-3554 or at monthly meetings.

Memberships can be created or renewed online via the OHS website at http://ottawahort.org/
membership/. Online payment for memberships is available on our website through PayPal.
Memberships can also be renewed by mailing a cheque to the Mailing Address below.

613-798-8885

Scott Wellington *
Mailing Address: g N,
P.O. Box 8921 Tom Brown Arena "’-
Ottawa, ON 141 Baywiew "._ -{;
K1G 3J2 L
@ e

e
Meeting Location: o S, t!'ﬁ
Tom Brown Arena = ; -
141 Bayview Avenue T e
Ottawa, ON =5 :

L}

b

(]

Internet:
ottawahort.org -
Email: info@ottawahort.org
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https://greelysand.com/shop/
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