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The mission of the Ottawa Horticultural Society is to cultivate an interest in plants and
gardening in order to create a beautiful community.

ABOUT THE OHS

The Ottawa Horticultural Society (OHS) is made up of amateur gardeners who come together
to promote and encourage an interest in horticulture. The OHS organizes lectures, work-
shops, flower and plant shows and sales, garden tours, and exchanges of information among
members. The Society also sponsors a community planting program and a special award for
front yard gardens as a contribution to the beautification of Ottawa. There are many opportu-
nities to contribute as a volunteer.

The Society has a long history, dating back to the late 1800's. While there were garden socie-
ties in the city before then, it wasn't until the autumn of 1892 that a group of local plant en-
thusiasts met at City Hall to plan the launch of a Horticultural Society. The inaugural meet-
ing was held on January 17, 1893, with some 30 gentlemen present to listen to a lecture on
the newest and best horticultural techniques. More information on the history of the OHS is
available on the Society’s website. We are incorporated under the Ontario Agricultural and Hor-
ticultural Organizations Act and belong to District 2 of the Ontario Horticultural Association
(OHA). As of the end-of-year 2015, there were 288 members in the OHS.

Meetings are scheduled for the fourth Tuesday of each month, except June (third Tuesday),
July and August (no meetings), and December (second Tuesday). The meetings take place at
the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview Avenue (at Scott), and begin at 7:30 pm. In general, they
are free and the public is welcome.

Please see page 48 for a map of the location.

PATRONS
His Excellency the Right Honourable David Johnston, C.C., C.M.M., C.O0.M., C.D., Governor
General and Commander-in-Chief of Canada, and Her Excellency Sharon Johnston, C.C.

HONORARY PRESIDENT
His Worship the Mayor of Ottawa, Jim Watson

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Gomme, Ann and John Soar, Mrs. Anita Price, Joe Bryant, Marilyn
Light, Herb Cheesman, Judy Shedden, Sheila Burvill.

Front cover: Shrub rose ‘De Montarville’. Our lovely cover photo was the winner of the
Photographic Stores, Ltd., Trophy, and the 2015 OHS Photo Competition. It was taken by
Barb Walker, who also won last year. Congratulations, again, Barb!

THANK YOU!

Kudos to Sheila Burvill, Ann Frederking, Josie Pazdzior, Anna Sipos, and Tuula
Talvila for your hard work on this edition of the yearbook. You are a great team. I
couldn’t have done it without your hard work and encouragement.

— Helene Williams, OHS Yearbook Editor
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Jamie Robertson, OHS President 2013-2015

As it approaches its 125th anniversary in 2017, the Ottawa Horticultural Society can be proud
of its long and distinguished history. For an organization that started in 1892, the OHS re-
mains vibrant and active in the second decade of the 21st century.

This yearbook illustrates the depth and breadth of the OHS’s activities. Many of these activi-
ties have roots in the early days of the OHS, but have evolved to meet modern interests and
lifestyles.

The OHS’s monthly meetings continue to be among our most visible and popular activities.
Finding eight topics and speakers is always a challenge, particularly when we seek to offer a
range of choices and address different interests. This past year included talks on Monarch
butterflies, the health benefits of gardening, French and Belgian gardens, the peonies of A.P.
Saunders, judging flower shows, New York’s High Line, garden edibles, and foraging weeds
and wild bounty. We drew upon the expertise of many of our own members, but also brought
in experts from outside. The talks were educational, interesting and entertaining

The OHS also organizes several plant sales, as well as its annual auction. These are ways for
members and other people to acquire locally grown and hardy plants at very reasonable pric-

es, while raising money for the OHS. They require a lot of volunteer hours, and the assistance
from our members is greatly appreciated.

The OHS engages in community planting projects, thereby continuing its tradition of helping
to beautify the City of Ottawa. It organizes shows and competitions for members to demon-
strate their horticultural and photography skills and it organizes various awards: the Trillium
Award and the various Science Fair prizes. It reaches out to youth (future gardeners, we hope)
by sponsoring awards at the Ottawa Regional Science Fair for high-school-level students.

For its members, the bi-weekly Grapevine provides lots of news and information on all sorts of
activities. The newsletter, website and yearbook are also produced, and tours of gardens are
organized to provide inspiration and appreciation.

The OHS is part of the provincial Ontario Horticultural Association (OHA), and belongs to Dis-
trict 2. Several OHS members have made major contributions to the OHA in recent years —
Jeff Blackadar, who served as the OHA president in 2014-2015, and Kathryn Lindsay, who
continues as the District 2 Director. In addition, Laurie Graham was elected as an Assistant
District Director at large. At the District 2 AGM in Petawawa last April, the OHS received an
achievement award for recruiting the highest number of new adult members in 2014.

All of this requires a lot of work and dedication. None of it would be possible without our vol-
unteers and coordinators, and the OHS is indeed fortunate to have so many willing and capa-
ble members. We continue to build on the past, while being relevant to the present day and
planning for the future.

1 Ottawa Horticultural Society



OHS 2016 SPEAKER PROGRAM AND EVENTS

Unless otherwise stated, all monthly meetings start at 7:30 PM at the Tom Brown Arena
on the fourth Tuesday of each month. They are free and the public is welcome.
Please see http://ottawahort.org/events/ for any updates to these events.

January 26 - A Tour of Gardens of Kyoto - Rob Brandon

On a trip to Japan a few years ago, Rob visited eight of the smaller and less-known gardens of
Kyoto, whose features he will present in illustration of Japanese principles of garden design.
Rob will give an overview of the history of Japanese gardens, including the dominant styles of
the three main periods; he’ll highlight some important garden design features and their un-
derlying principles, and identify aspects that might be translated into Canadian gardens.

Rob Brandon is an OHS member and student of garden design. He is also an engineer who
has been gardening in Ottawa for over 20 years. With his wife Laura, he grows vegetables and
fruits at the Alta Vista Community Garden, and maintains the garden at St. Giles Church
along Bank St. in the Glebe, as well as a home garden. He has a strong interest in the garden
history of other countries and has given talks on US and UK gardens.

February 23 — Success with Seeds: Germinating, Growing, Gathering — a
panel presentation with Sylvia Spasoff (OHS Member), Telsing Andrews
(Aster Lane Edibles) and Kelly Noel (Master Gardener & OHS Member)

Our panellists are experienced gardeners who grow a wide variety of plants (annuals, perenni-
als, flowering edibles, day lilies) from seed. Each will each contribute her unique perspective
on successfully germinating and growing healthy plants from seed, as well as harvesting and
saving seeds. They’ll share their tips and insights and cover not only standard vegetables, an-
nual and perennial flowers, but also rare and hard-to-get edibles, and even daylilies.

Since retiring, Kelly Noel has had more time to indulge her interest in gardening. She took
horticulture courses through Guelph University and became a volunteer with the Master Gar-
deners of Ottawa-Carleton. Kelly has an amazing perennial garden featuring over 400 named
daylily cultivars, many of which she has grown from seed, along with other perennial species.
Telsing Andrews came to gardening through learning to cook in England, where she was sur-
rounded by lush herb gardens. Back in Canada, she developed her interest in rare and hard
to get edibles by starting her own nursery called Aster Lane Edibles, specializing in herba-
ceous perennials. She also does plant breeding and cultivar development. Telsing’s motto is
sow all the seed, grow on a select few and save the best. Sylvia Spasoff has been gardening
for decades, beginning with a large garden outside Kingston. Now retired, (and more tired!)
she has gradually downsized her garden over the years, but continues to learn new things
about growing plants. She will share a method for germinating seeds that is different from
most standard methods: one that works for vegetable seeds as well as for any seed that germi-
nates easily and maybe even those that require a freezing period.

March 22 - Pruning Ornamental Shrubs Demystified - a panel presenta-
tion with Friends of the Farm volunteers Caroline Dabrus and a colleague
from the Lilac Team

Proper pruning is vital to keep your shrubs healthy and beautiful, but many gardeners find it
a daunting task. However, when it comes to pruning roses, hydrangeas, lilacs and other orna-
mental shrubs, knowing a few basic tips about pruning tools, techniques and timing can help
overcome concerns about undertaking this important job. Caroline Dabrus, a longtime volun-
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OHS 2016 SPEAKER PROGRAM AND EVENTS, cont.

teer with the Ornamental Gardens at the Central Experimental Farm, along with a volunteer
from the Farm’s Lilac Team, will give a presentation on how to prune correctly a variety of or-
namental shrubs.

Caroline Dabrus is a horticulturist certified at the University of Guelph, and a volunteer with
the Master Gardeners of Ottawa-Carleton. Caroline is now leader of the Rock Garden team in
the Ornamental Gardens, and sits on the Board of Directors. Caroline will be joined by anoth-
er member of the CEF’s Lilac Team. Together they will explain some of the general principles
for pruning a variety of ornamental shrubs, and lilacs in particular.

April 26 - Creating Pollinator Friendly Neighbourhoods — Marilyn Light

When we choose where to live, what first comes to mind? Neighbourhood. We seek a secure
shelter and safe community, ready access to food/water, and the services we need to live and
raise a family. If you think about it, insect pollinators have somewhat the same requirements.
This presentation will suggest ways to create a pollinator-friendly environment that will at-
tract and sustain pollinators in our neighbourhoods.

Marilyn Light was born and raised in Montreal where she learned about gardening by grow-
ing vegetables with her father from age three; and about honeybees by helping her grandfa-
ther, who was a commercial apiarist. Understanding pollinators and what is needed to sustain
these populations came naturally to Marilyn, and she then went on to study agriculture and
microbiology at McGill University, becoming a globally-respected expert on orchids. Marilyn is
a recipient of the Ontario Horticultural Association’s Silver Medal Award and has also received
many awards from other horticultural groups such as the North American Rock Garden Soci-
ety.

Sunday, May 15 - FRIENDS OF THE FARM RARE AND UNUSUAL PLANT
SALE

May 26 — PLANT SALE AND AUCTION

June 28 - Child-Friendly Gardening: Fairy Gardens and More! - Judith
Cox

Whether you want to involve children in your gardening, to nurture your inner child with the
possibilities of fairy gardening, or if you’re interested in miniature gardens due to space con-
straints, this talk is for you. Master Gardener Judith Cox will share her tips and strategies to
engage children in garden activities, in the inherent creativity and magic of gardening, and in
creating fairy gardens. And did you know that fairy gardens can attract pollinators to your
plants, once established?

Judith Cox, an Early Childhood Educator, works as a nursery school teacher in the winter
months and as a gardener at Saunders Farm during the growing season. She is particularly
interested in heritage vegetables, roses and herbs as well as pollinator gardens. A talk by Ju-
dith is always enjoyable as well as informative, infused with her gentle humorous perspective.

June 28 - SUMMER SHOW

July & August — No meetings
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OHS 2016 SPEAKER PROGRAM AND EVENTS, cont.

Saturday, September 10 - FALL SALE - Held at the Old Ottawa South
Porch Sale

Tuesday, September 27 - FALL SHOW

Real Tough Guys! Native Hardy Cacti for Canadian Gardens — Albert Mon-
dor

Would you believe that some native cacti withstood our bitter cold winter last year? Just in
time for winter, Quebec’s well-known, award-winning horticulturist, garden designer, and gar-
den writer Albert Mondor will tell us about the wonders of four hardy species of cactus native
to Canada, including the brittle prickly pear (Opuntia fragilis), which survives temperatures of
-35°C.

Albert Mondor’s passion for horticulture is evident in his 30 years of providing horticultural
services and gardening information. He is a regular writer for Quebec journals, as well as the
author of eight books on horticultural topics. He appears on gardening-related television and
radio programs, such as the “Tour de Jardins” on the Historia channel; and maintains an ex-
cellent and informative blog on “extreme gardening” at www.albertmondor.com. Fluently bilin-
gual, Mr. Mondor will present in English.

Tuesday, October 25 — Topic to be determined — Kerry Ann Mendez

Kerry Ann Mendez is the award-winning speaker, author and garden designer behind the
Perennially Yours garden blog. Kerry Mendez has over 25 years of professional and personal
garden experience with special interest in low-maintenance gardening. Her recent top-selling
book, “The Right-Size Flower Garden”, focuses on exceptional plants and design solutions for
time-pressed and aging gardeners. Kerry Ann’s many lectures have garnered rave reviews
across North America. We’re not sure yet what topics Kerry Ann'’s talk will cover, but this is
one talk you won’t want to miss!

Tuesday, November 22 - Seasonal Greenery: Creative Winter Containers,
Wreaths, and Centerpieces - Cindy Cluett

Do you want to give your front entrance some natural flair to liven up the long winter? Or
move beyond stapling evergreens to birch logs and adding a couple of candles to make a cen-
terpiece for your holiday table? Cindy’s presentation will show you how to assemble inspired
wreaths, containers and centerpieces using interesting natural elements.

Cindy Cluett is a horticulturist with a passion for plants and great design. She is the owner
of Beyond the House Floral and Garden Design Centre in Russell, Ontario: a year-round, full
service garden centre, offering landscape design, maintenance and installation services - and
a florist and gift shop. Beyond the House specializes in rare and unique plants, and uses
these to create spectacular seasonal containers.

December 6: ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & POTLUCK SUPPER

Ottawa Horticultural Society 4


http://www.albertmondor.com
http://pyours.com/
http://beyondthehouse.ca/

2015 COMMITTEE REPORTS

Archives Committee

Convenor (temporary): Sheila Burvill (saburvill@sympatico.ca)

Highlights for 2015: A meeting with an Archivist at the City of Ottawa Archives resulted in
two actions for the OHS Archives. Firstly, an old document dating from the late 1800’s and re-
lated to the Ottawa Valley Gardeners and Florist Club was transferred to the City Archives.
Secondly, the Archivist informed us that OHS material in the National Archives has been
transferred to the City of Ottawa Archives and work was underway to similarly transfer in any
OHS material held in the Ottawa Room of the Ottawa Public library. As it would be advanta-
geous to have all OHS archival material in the one place and preserved in proper conditions,
the Board has given Sheila Burvill authorization to transfer material of interest to the City Ar-
chives for their keeping. This work will be carried out in 2016.

Community Planting Committee

Co-Convenors: Gillian Macdonnell (gmak3@bell.net) and Lynne Deachman
(sunshine4princessrose@yahoo.ca)

Members: Margaret Scratch, Josie Pazdzior, Erin Cassidy, Lyse Morriset, Fran Johnson

Highlights for 2015: The Community Planting Committee undertook three projects in 2015:
Carleton Lodge Garden Enhancement Year 2, Grace Manor residents’ garden, and the Byward
Market Beautification Project in conjunction with the City of Ottawa. We also checked in with
last year’s projects, both of which were deemed very successful by their sponsors: the contain-
er garden at 42 Arthur St. and Carleton Lodge Rideau Village. Community Planting volunteers
came forward as well for the Plant Community Centre cleanup.

This was a very active season for the Committee necessitating the two co-chairs to act inde-
pendently at times in order to cover the projects. It was plain good luck that there were two
chairs and sturdy, game volunteers. A big thank you is given to all of them.

Note: For full details, please see page 21.

Finance Committee

Convenor: Pat Russell (wardruss@teksavvy.com)

Members: Jamie Robertson (President), Geoff Kennedy, Jayne Huntley, Gillian Macdonnell,
Maureen Mark, Gloria Sola (Treasurer)

Membership changes: Jayne Huntley has resigned after eight years on the committee and has
been replaced by Rob Brandon.

Highlights for 2015: The committee met twice this year, in February and again in November.
At the February meeting, by which time our $5,000 GIC had matured, the following investment
decisions were made: to invest $10,000 in a 2 year GIC with the Laurentian Bank with a return
of 1.7% and to leave $3,000 in the Money Market Fund as a contingency fund. These some-
what conservative decisions were made because the committee felt that there was already
enough exposure to the market, with $13,000 (about 40%) being in the CIBC 5 year Guaran-
teed Market Return which guarantees the preservation of the capital and yields a bit extra if
the stock market performs well.

Regarding our Memorial Funds, the following change to the Helena Jacob Fund should be not-
ed: this is a fund which we have shared with the Gloucester Horticultural Society, and have
managed on its behalf since it was a very young society when the fund was established. This
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2015 COMMITTEE REPORTS, cont.

Finance Committee, cont.

meant that every year our society had to send it a cheque for $20.00, the amount of the annu-
al prize. The GHS is now a mature society, well able to manage its finances. Therefore we
proposed to them that we transfer their portion of the Fund to them, an amount estimated to
be one third of the capital and interest. Their board approved this proposal and a cheque for
$692.16 was sent to them.

As it does every year, the committee reviewed the annual budget before it went to the Board.
At its November meeting it reviewed the draft Financial Statement.

All in all, the committee is pleased to report that the Society is in a strong financial position.

Treasurer's comments: A stellar performance in our sales and auction plus an unexpected
$2000 donation from the estate of Virginia Peck increased our income over budget. Converse-
ly, savings were realized in our expenditures in meeting room rental and in the printing and
distribution of the newsletter which now goes out primarily electronically. These contributed
to a $4720.26 budget surplus this year.

This year $995.77 representing interest from donated memorial funds was transferred from
the investment portfolio to the current account used to support flower show awards, the an-
nual Remembrance Day wreath laid at the National War Memorial, and support of the Ottawa
Regional Science Fair. These activities are in fulfillment of requests made by OHS donor
members.

Garden Tours Committee

Convenor: Jennifer Mix (j.mix@sympatico.ca)

Members: Sheila Burvill, Josie Pazdzior, Sylvia Spasoff
Highlights for 2015: There were three tours organized in 2015.

Spring Tour — Native plant gardens were featured, not only to support the planting of native
species but also to encourage members to consider entering their gardens for the Mary Bryant
Award. The Canadian Wildlife Federation gardens at their headquarters in Kanata offered the
services of Ken Beattie, Education Manager and TV garden show host and author, as our tour
guide. About 30 members attended and were shown through seven or so different garden en-
vironments around the building. He gave us ‘bat bags’ with information about the CWF and
gardening natives.

Gillian Boyd and Rebecca Last opened their gardens as well. Both gardeners are well known
for their interest in native plants. Something to inspire everyone in these three gardens.

June Tour — Hosted by the Friends of the Farm and led by Robert Glendenning, members
toured the Arboretum and learned much about the characteristics of many of the outstanding
shrubs and trees planted over the years at the Arboretum. About 30 people braved rain and
wind for this tour and enjoyed it immensely. Bad weather is NOT an issue for garden tours.

August Tour - We were delighted to offer three gardens in Orleans this time, after trying for
years for an ‘eastern’ tour. Kelly Stone’s garden is large, peaceful, and full of wildlife, with a
riveting koi pond to relax beside. Philippa Gross’ garden is as lively as she — full of blooming,
fruiting bushes, overflowing with perennials, and surprising visitors with interesting garden
art and water features. As well as opening her own garden, Maria Fleming contacted a garden-
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2015 COMMITTEE REPORTS, cont.

Garden Tours Committee, cont.

ing friend and assured her participation, so many thanks to Maria for her help.
We thank all the generous gardeners who opened their garden to our members through 2015.

Note: For more details, please see page 24.

Membership Committee
Convenor: D.J. Smith

Members: Cynthia Rattle, Nina Prestera, Heidi Geraets, Marilyn Hahn, Lara Jiménez, Sheila
Burvill

Highlights for 2015: Our slow decline in membership has come to an end as members con-

tinue to find Paypal a convenient means of renewal. As well, we had busy renewal sessions in
September and October of 2014. Memberships were processed both by mail and at meetings.
As of the end of the year, there were 288 voting members.

Newsletter Committee
Convenor: Sheila Carey
Members: Sheila Burvill, Nathalie Chaly, Lara Jiménez, Tuula Talvila

Highlights: As is usual, the newsletter was published three times in 2015 — January, April,
and September. Newsletter distribution also included the Yearbook (in January). Starting with
the April issue, distribution is now done online, with only 12 printed copies being sent to
members who have no online access. Documents formerly distributed along with the newslet-
ter: the Garden tours, Fundraising events flyers (in April) and the membership form
(September), are no longer part of the newsletter distribution process except for the 12 printed
copies previously mentioned. In January, we welcomed new members to the team: Nathalie
Chaly as copy editor and Tuula Talvila as proofreader. We welcome suggestions for the News-
letter. Suggestions for articles or new features can be sent to: info@ottawahort.org

Program Committee

Convenor: Rebecca Last (rlast@nrccan.gc.ca)

Members: Erin Cassidy

Highlights for 2015: In 2015, the OHS Program Committee added the energy and creativity
of a new member, Erin Cassidy, who helped to remind, welcome, and thank speakers, while
being largely responsible for developing the 2016 program. Rebecca Last was the primary re-
cruiter for 2015 speakers, negotiated their honoraria, and, in many cases, also introduced
and thanked them. The format for the 2015 program was similar to that used in 2013 and
2014.

January featured a talk by Dr. Jean Lauriault, one of North America’s foremost experts on the
Monarch butterfly and a leader in the three-country efforts to protect this iconic species.
Members who have become accustomed to enjoying “arm chair travel” in January were not
disappointed because Dr. Lauriault’s talk included some lovely photos and live footage of the
Monarch’s winter home in Mexico. In February, Master Gardener Nancy McDonald gave us
valuable information on the health benefits of gardening, as well as practical tips on how to
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2015 COMMITTEE REPORTS, cont.

Program Committee, cont.

stay healthy—and reduce sore muscles! With winter still dragging on, OHS member Maria
Fleming’s March talk allowed us all to imagine ourselves in warmer climes. Maria treated
members to a virtual visit to world-renowned historical gardens in and around Paris, includ-
ing Versailles and Giverny; and to lesser known garden gems in Normandy and Belgium. April
brought a well-informed and inspiring presentation from OHS member Blaine Marchand on
peonies. As a former president of the Canadian Peony Society and the editor of its newsletter,
Paeonia Nordica, Blaine is clearly an expert, and also brought news of the upcoming CPS
annual show that took place in early June at Ottawa City Hall. At June’s OHS meeting, long-
time horticultural and flower design judge Helen Halpenny took us “inside the judges’ circle”
for a look at what it takes to condition flowers and foliage for winning entries. Although not
well attended, this was one of those surprisingly entertaining and informative presentations
that will have members talking for months to come. Who knew that flowers respond best to
hot water!?

Returning from the summer break, September’s speaker was OHS member and amateur his-
torian Rob Brandon, who treated us to a virtual visit to New York’s famous High Line, includ-
ing an exploration of the history and flora of this internationally renowned site. October’s talk
featured the ever-popular Paul Zammit, Director of Horticulture at the Toronto Botanical Gar-
dens. Speaking to a sold-out crowd of over 100, Paul had the audience chuckling and laugh-
ing out loud at his adventures in mixing food plants in with ornamentals. Of course, it wasn’t
all giggles; like all Paul’s talks, this one packed a wealth of information and a depth of
knowledge that is truly impressive. Rounding out the year, November’s speaker was forager
and herbalist Amber Westfall of the Wild Garden, who invited members to take a walk on the
wild side and appreciate the herbal and nutritional benefits of weeds. By the end of the even-
ing, many of us were rethinking our relationship to those humble garden volunteers formerly
known as weeds.

NOTE: Please see page 2 for the list of 2016 speaker program and events.

Property Committee
Convenor: Kelly Stone
Members: Janet Kelly (audio-visuals), Kristin Kendall, David Burroughs

Highlights for 2015: We usually think of property as a term applied to items such as audio-
visual equipment and tables. This year's acquisition was different.

At the Friends of the Farm Sale in May, Robb Wainwright raised the problem of identifying
OHS volunteers more clearly for the benefit of buyers seeking service. We needed something
which we could all wear to make us stand out as a group. Robb noticed the neon green
aprons worn at the Ottawa Valley Rock Garden and Horticultural Society's booth, and discov-
ered that Janet Kelly had designed and made them. Helpful as ever, Janet committed to look-
ing into making aprons (in different fabric for the OHS) for the September sale in Old Ottawa
South.

Over the summer, Janet not only found bright and distinctive fabric, but she also got it at an
excellent price. She modified existing patterns to create her own design. She incorporated fea-
tures which would be perfect for OHS sales volunteers, and produced attractive and distinc-
tive aprons. The design is practical. The fabric is sturdy and washes well. The aprons are ad-
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2015 COMMITTEE REPORTS, cont.

Property Committee, cont.

justable to fit any and all of us, and thus are extremely comfortable to wear. There are three
substantial pockets large and secure enough to carry, for example, clippers, change and a cell
phone - all useful to have at plant sales.

The aprons survived the drenching rain at this year's fall sale—a test by water, if not by fire.

Many thanks go to Janet for her creativity and attention to every detail and for making the
much-needed new OHS aprons.

Kelly Stone resigned as Convenor for 2016.
Publicity Committee
Convenor: Gayle Quick
Highlights for 2015: Assisted Gloria Sola to produce the annual brochure. Each month sent
notice of the monthly speaker to the following:
I The Ottawa Citizen Our Town (Green Thumb)
1 The Ottawa Citizen Garden Calendar
f Metroland West/East/South Ottawa What’s Happening This Week
1 EMC What’s On This Week
f Orleans Star Community Billboard
 Garden Making Magazine Ottawa Valley Events

The Convenor handled the duties above but had much assistance from Jamie Robertson and
Rebecca Last in advertising October's Guest Speaker (Paul Zammit) more widely.

Shows Committee

Convenor: Gillian Macdonnell (gmak3@bell.net)

Members: Gillian Macdonnell (Chair), Kathryn Lindsay (Past chair), Nancy McDonald (Chief
Statistician), Members at large: Maureen Mark (Past Chief Statistician), Lyse Morisset, Josie
Pazdzior, Gloria Sola, Ann Frederking, Fran Johnson and OHS President (ex officio member).

Highlights for 2015: Two judged Shows were held in 2015; the convenors were Kathy Lind-
say (Spring) and Gillian Macdonnell (Autumn). Thanks go to Kathy Lindsay, Dorothy Tol
(cards and new card design), Statistician Nancy McDonald, Fran Johnson and others that
stood in as clerks. Judges in 2015 were Iris Waung and Sheila King. Both Shows were held in
conjunction with general meetings. Nicely dovetailing with the Spring Show was speaker Hel-
en Halpenny who demonstrated how to have winning exhibits in a Horticultural Show. The
Autumn Show was intentionally half the size of a regular show in an effort to entice new mem-
bers to exhibit.

Plant bucks were earned at both shows and were used for the Auction in May as well as all
plant sales but not the Rare and Unusual Plant Sale at the Experimental Farm. While re-
demption does not keep up with the number of Plant Bucks given out, it is still seen as a mo-
tivator for exhibitors. 12 exhibitors received $36 in Plant Bucks. In 2014, $5 Plant Bucks were
redeemed.

9 Ottawa Horticultural Society


mailto:gmak3@bell.net

2015 COMMITTEE REPORTS, cont.

Shows Committee, cont.

While the numbers of exhibitors has decreased by 30% over the past decade though remain-
ing more or less the same in the past five years, the number of specimens entered has de-
creased by 80% at a fairly consistent rate. I don’t think we should allow ourselves to become
too dispirited over the shrinking Shows as it seems to be similar in many urban horticultural
societies.

Lacking a Trophy Convenor, we did not award any trophies in 2015.
Volunteer Committee

Convenor: Sheila Burvill (saburvill@sympatico.ca)

Members: Rosemary Campbell, Josie Pazdzior

Highlights for 2015: A method of welcoming new members who have indicated a willingness
to become volunteers was worked out this year. Names and contact information for possible
new volunteers is forwarded to the appropriate Committee Convenors. As usual, prizes for
three randomly chosen volunteers were given out at the 2015 Annual General Meeting, as a
way of thanking OHS volunteers.

Nominations for the various OHS awards to members were collected and sent to the Board for
approval, with the exception of the President’s Award which is awarded at the discretion of the
current OHS President.

Sheila Burvill will be stepping down as Convenor in 2016.

Yearbook Committee

Convenor: Helene Williams (chungwilliams@gmail.com)

Members: Sheila Burvill, Josie Pazdzior, Ann Frederking, Tuula Talvila, Anna Sipos, and Na-
dia Diakun-Thibault.

Highlights for 2015: The 2015 OHS Yearbook was published in January 2015 and distribut-
ed to all members that month. The cover photo was taken by Barb Walker who was the win-
ner of the Photographic Store Ltd. Trophy and the 2014 OHS Photographic Competition. We
were fortunate to recruit three new sponsors for the 2015 edition of the yearbook by offering
to design ads for them at no extra cost. It was decided that, in future, the cost of ads would be
increased if we provide the design services for the sponsor.

After some discussion, the OHS Board decided that the Trophy section should be removed
from the 2016 Yearbook in order to save space and reduce the cost of printing. Trophy infor-
mation will be posted on the OHS website.

The 2016 Yearbook will be mailed out in January to all members.
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OTHER 2015 OHS ACTIVITY REPORTS

Website
Webmaster: Jayne Huntley

There were no major changes to the website during 2015. Plans to review the site and look at
how to strengthen it as a marketing tool for the OHS had to be put on hold and will be tackled
in 2016. On-line membership applications and renewals continue to be popular and have
proven to be a valuable addition to the site.

If you have any suggestions on things you would like to see on the website, please don't hesi-
tate to contact Jayne Huntley at info@ottawahort.org.

Facebook Group
Co-ordinator: Sandy Garland

Highlights for 2015: The OHS Facebook group has grown slowly over the last year to 131
members. Many are OHS members, but some are not. We continue to use Facebook as a way
to publicize our monthly meetings and other events and let Ottawa gardeners know about our
activities.

This year, a lot of plants were identified by knowledgeable members. We learned more about
the plight of bees and other pollinators, gardening books and other resources were recom-
mended, advice was provided about jade plants and day lilies, plants were exchanged and
others were potted up for our annual sale, and we admired lots of peonies and hostas.

Thanks everyone who contributed information, asked questions, and put in their two cents'
worth. Looking forward to your garden photos to get us all through the winter.

OHS Facebook Group - https://www.facebook.com/groups/6012313849/

Name Tags Table
Lead: Sandy Garland
Volunteer: Marjorie Allan

The first stop for members arriving for our public meetings is the Name Tags table. Sandy and
Marjorie maintain the name tag box as well as providing a warm welcome to members and
giving guests the opportunity to make themselves a temporary name tag for meetings in which
they visit.

Ambassador’s Program

Co-ordinator: Heidi Geraets (geraets@uottawa.ca)

Anyone who has an attractive garden and is willing to be the host for an OHS sign is welcome
to participate. The signs show the OHS logo and read: “Ottawa Horticultural Society Member”.
The idea is, that while working in their garden and getting into conversations with neighbours
and passers-by, members displaying the signs would find an opportunity to hand out the
pamphlets about the Society, encouraging them to become a member. Just before frost, the
signs should be taken out and ideally passed on to the next interested member of the OHS
who would then start in a different neighbourhood in early Spring. Apart from finding new
members, the signs can also be used as a kind of branding tool for the OHS.
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OTHER 2015 OHS ACTIVITY REPORTS, cont.

Ambassador’s Program, cont.

No statistics are available on how many pamphlets have been distributed and exactly how
many new memberships have resulted but it is known that in 2014 at least two new member-
ships have resulted from the signs being noticed by passers-by.

Plants and Flowers

- Owner

1252 Wellington St. West, Ottawa ON K1Y 3A4
613-722-5990

Plants and Flowers

O,

Ocal florist since 1975

www.wildwillysflorist.com
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2014 Photo Competition Report

Convenor/Committee: Anne Johnston

Judge’s Choice Award:
Photographic Store Trophy

- / ‘ OHS

Barb Walker: ‘Tigertail’ Mum

In 2014, we received a total of 72 images submitted by 7 photographers. This is fewer than
last year; some complaints were received about the increased price of 5”’x7” prints. The mem-
bers’ voting took place at the December AGM; 33 ballots were completed (almost exactly as in
2013). The winners were announced at the January 2015 meeting. The external judge this
year was Mark Dalpé. Mark is a sales associate at Henry’s Photography and is an avid and
accomplished photographer. He received an honorarium of $65 for his efforts.

The winning photographs are posted on the OHS Web site in the Member’s Only section at:
http:/ /ottawahort.org/2014-photo-competition-winners/

The winner of Judge’s Choice /Photography Store Ltd. Trophy was Barb Walker for her Tiger
Tail’ mum photograph. Barb was awarded a $25 prize and an 8” x 10” plaque, and her name
was added to the Photographic Store Ltd. trophy. As well, her winning photograph was fea-
tured on the cover of the 2015 Yearbook.

The winner of the People’s Choice Award was Erin Cassidy for her Monarch butterfly photo-
graph. Erin received a $25 prize and an 8” x 10” plaque of her winning photograph.

Please see the next page for some of the winning photos.
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Selections from the 2014 Photo Competition

Class 2: Up Close and Personal
Member’s Choice

314 Place. Maria Fleming
Mandevilla

People’s Choice Award:
Best Photo Overall

Erin Cassidy

on Zinnia

Class 1: Macro:
Judge’s Choice

1% Place: Josie Pazdzior
Dahlia

Monarch Butterfly

Class 2: Up Close and Personal
Member’s Choice

15t Place. Anne Johnston
Oriental poppy

Class 5: Waterworld
Judge’s Choice

1% Place: Lara Jiménez
Hibiscus- Spain

Class 5: Waterworld
Member’s Choice

1% Place: Nina Prestera
Waterlily

Ottawa Horticultural Society
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2015 SALES REPORT

General

Several sales records were set in 2015 so overall the outcome was outstanding, not only as a
financial gain for the OHS, but also a gain for the Society in community outreach, and ulti-
mately in increased support and membership. When gardeners buy from the OHS sales tables
they have confidence that these are plants grown, overwintered, and nurtured in Ottawa area
gardens. Any advice or information offered from OHS volunteers comes with experience, often
personal, backing it up. The plants are always meticulously labelled and are well priced. In
addition, any plant sold at our sales includes a conversation between at least one volunteer
and the purchaser.

Our sales events assist in continuing to fund our free monthly meetings, guest speakers, and
other projects that fulfill the mission of the OHS. Any success we have at OHS sales is
thanks to the generosity of members. Many thanks to the diggers, the dividers, the potters,
the labellers, the pricers, and the sellers who are so generous with their time and expertise.

Friends of the Farm Sale
Convenors: Rob Brandon and Kristin Kendall

As ever, the OHS had a double stall at the Friends of the Experimental Farm (FoF) Rare and
Unusual Plant Sale. In 2015, it took place on May 12 (Mothers’ Day). Something new was the
extended time; this year the sale finished at 2:00 in the afternoon instead of 1:00 P.M.

The preparation work was hosted by Rob Brandon once again. In all, fifteen members were
involved in potting up plants and/or transportation duties.

Kristin Kendall organized the day of sale activities. The sale day was cool and breezy towards
the afternoon. As early as 7:00 in the morning, there were volunteers on site organizing ta-
bles, sandwich boards and signs. There was a grand flurry of activity as plants arrived, were
unloaded, sorted out and carried to the sales tables.

There were plenty of buyers - as a matter of fact as plants were sold, the challenge was to
keep the tables restocked and organized. We decided that we would consolidate tables instead
of leaving some half empty, and made sure varieties were still organized according to the con-
ditions required for healthy growth.

An OHS brochure was included with every purchase, and also flyers for the Plant Auction and
Sale at the end of May and the Peony Show at the end of June. We should definitely continue
to use the FoF event as an opportunity to publicize the Auction and Sale next year.

Next year's sale takes place the Sunday AFTER Mothers Day. There will be a bit more time for
plants to grow before being dug up, and perhaps it will be easier for people to come to a sale
without the competing demands of Mothers Day. Add the 2016 date to your calendars - it's
Sunday, May 15th, and sooner than you think.

Gross revenue: $1,750

Auction and Plant Sale
Convenors: Blaine Marchand, Jennifer Mix

Members: Sheila Burvill, Nathalie Chaly
Highlights for 2015: This year’s auction and plant sale drew 155 people and raised $3,127, a
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2015 SALES REPORT, cont.

Auction and Plant Sale report, cont.

record on both counts.

For the auction, more than 50 choice specimens were selected; some were from seedlings
raised by members, others highly desirable cultivars. There were winning bids from 57 bid-
ders (another record), raising $1,374. Once again, the incomparable Marilyn Light kept the
auction moving and full of useful information.

Following the auction, a dozen volunteers staffed sets of tables with plants priced at $2, $4,
$6, and $7 and up. There was a wide selection of vegetables, annuals, houseplants, and herit-
age tomatoes, as well as many perennials. The volunteers all enjoy the event and even manage
to stay on top of the rush of people to buy plants. A total of $1,753 was raised in the plant
sale.

The auction and plant sale committee continues to look for ways to improve the event. Most of
the current organizers are retiring after several years of service. A systematic approach for re-
placing those currently on the planning committee was offered to the Board. Tuula Talvila has
stepped forward to help organize the sale part of the evening in 2016 and another OHS mem-
ber has expressed in spearheading the auction.

Gross revenue: $3,127.10

Chrysanthemum Sale
Convenor: Anne Johnston

Aris Horticulture, Inc., our previous supplier, is no longer a mums/aster distributor. Our dis-
tributor for 2015 was JVK who is also situated in Ontario. This year we tried Gediflora rooted
Belgian Mums which are shipped as plugs in trays of 50. The mum varieties (number ordered)
were: ‘Urano Red’ (150), ‘Allegra Yellow’ (150), ‘Granada Red’ (150), ‘Molfetta Pink’ (150),
‘Prima White’ (100), ‘Tuscany Salmon’ (100), ‘Margo White’ (150), ‘Adiva Purple’ (150) and
‘Rhinos Orange’ (100). Of these 1,200 plugs, 1,111 were sold for $1 each. The remainder were
sold during the OHS Annual Auction and Plant sale in May. There were approximately 89
plugs available at the plant sale, sold for $1 each. The plants arrived in excellent condition on
May 20th,

Anne Johnston did not recruit volunteers to assist this year. The cells were divided and tags
were added to each cell. Buyers came to pick up their plants at the convenor’s home. A few
buyers picked up their orders from Anne at the Plant Auction and Sale. The cost of the mums
was $602.78 and the labels were purchased for $75.19 for a total of $677.97. This was more
expensive than in previous years. Anne received excellent feedback about this year’s mums;
they were vigorous and did quite well. After four years as convenor for the mums sale, Anne
has decided to step down as convenor and will be replaced in 2016 by Rob Brandon.

Net revenue: $433.03

Fall Sale

Convenors: Anne Johnston and Kristin Kendall

In 2015, there was one potting-up station located in the east-end at Anne Johnston’s home.
There were seven volunteers for the potting-up session and nine drivers were recruited to help
transport the plants. We received many more plant donations than in previous years. As
much as possible, in addition to the price marker, Anne added labels that included a photo of
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2015 SALES REPORT, cont.

Fall Sale report, cont.

the plant. We thought that adding such a label would make it easier for volunteers and buy-
ers at the sale to see the potential in each plant. We were fortunate to have a beautiful day for
this activity which took place on Friday September 11th, 2015.

Kristin Kendall organized the Sales day activities once again. The Fall Sale takes place every
year the Saturday after Labour Day, and always in conjunction with the Old Ottawa South
Porch Sale. We had the same spot as last year in front of the Sunnyside Avenue entrance to
Hopewell Public School. Alas, it poured rain from beginning to end. One thoughtful volunteer
brought an extra canopy which helped a good deal, but it still got pretty chilly by the end of
the day.

In general, the number of buyers for the OOS Porch Sale was down, perhaps something to do
with the weather and also attributable to the indoor flea market held at Lansdowne the same
day. The overall decline impacted our numbers too.

Fewer numbers of potential buyers was a bit worrying because, thanks to OHS members, we
had a bumper crop of plants including many named varieties. As early as the end of July,
OHS gardeners had been hard at work answering our call out for plants, digging and potting
up for this sale. This was in addition to the numerous plants dropped off at Anne Johnston's
the prior week.

Twelve volunteers in total worked in two shifts from just before 7 am until shortly after 2 pm.
This sale is interesting because it attracts browsers as well as more experienced gardeners.
There are always buyers new to gardening, and students looking for house plants as they set
up their apartments and dorm rooms. It's a good chance to talk up the OHS, explaining what
the Society does in the community. In spite of the rain, there were lots of questions asked and
advice and experiences shared. OHS brochures were included with every purchase.

Even in the constant rain, Anne's illustrated labels held up well, particularly helpful for the
plants not in flower, and useful to the buyers who were newer to gardening.

Since there were a number of large plants, it was most helpful to have a designated holding
area so buyers could return after they had finished shopping to pick up purchases.

For a while it seemed as if we would have a lot of plants left over, however at the end of the
day almost everything was gone except for some special varieties which are being overwintered
for the spring sales. Alain Descelles helped us by paying an overall fee for remaining plants.

It's true that it's not just about the money we raise — the sales do so much over the long term
to make friends and new members for the OHS. But after this particular rain drenched day, it
was very satisfying to learn that our efforts had paid off financially too: we broke a record.

Gross revenue: $1,452.90.

LA B S A B L A R b

OHS PLANT SALES

OHS plant sales are important fundraisers to help pay for our activities and depend
on the generous support of our members. Please keep the OHS in mind when you
divide your perennials in the spring and late summer. Also, come and meet people
at the plant sales as a volunteer!
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2015 CASH DONORS

The OHS would like to thank the following generous individuals for donations given between

November 16, 2014, and November 26, 2015.

Gaetan Buttigieg Rebecca Last

Lisa Coy Patricia Michel

Hans Foerstel Max Moison

Ann Frederking William Peacock
Sylvia Henderson Estate of Virginia Peck
Karen Kelly Adrian Poplawski

Denise Kennedy

@ een Thumb
: (rarden L‘entre'

Visit Green Thumb, a locally owned and operated
garden n+1tre incorporated in 1989, for:

- perennials, shrubs, trees, vines, annuals, bulbs
- consultations and designs

- planting and garden care

E
Hunt Club =
=
% =
= | Bentley &
1 =
- -
= &
Bongard 2
Tristan Court
O— —~
% Green Thumb

17 Tristan Court, Nepean (off Bongard Avenue,
southeast of Merivale Road and Hunt Club Road)
613-225-0224
www.greenthumbgarden.ca
greenthumbgarden@sympatico.ca

We offer a 10% discount on our plants and supplies fo

Oftawa Hort Society members — do come and visit us!

Gayle Quick

Judy Sheddan

D-J Smith

Gloria Sola
Catherine Ternan
Joseph Woodhouse

THE FORTY-YEAR CLUB

Congratulations to the following
members who have been with the
OHS for 40 or more years. Their
wealth of experience and knowledge
continue to enrich the Society and
encourage us all!

Joe Bryant
Herb Cheesman
Heidi Geraets
Cecile and Joe Sanders

LONG-SERVICE MEMBERS

The OHS also congratulates these
2015 Milestone Members:

10 years
Gerda Schwart

Gillian Macdonnell
Maria Fleming
Penny Irwin
Peter Mix
Roberta & Robin Woods
Sharon McCue

20 years

Bruce Laforce
Ina M. Bond
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Lansdowne Park Civic Gardens: A Special Project in 2015
(Photo credits: Lynn Armstrong)

As part of the creation of the new Lansdowne Park, the area to the east of the relocated and
restored Horticulture building has been designed as an ethnobotanical garden. The area con-
tains 25 raised beds, seven of which are planted with plants of significance to the Aboriginal
community, many of which are native plants. The remaining 18 beds are intended to be edu-
cational demonstration beds designed to highlight food production, Ottawa’s horticultural
heritage and a sampling of other garden experiences that exist in Ottawa such as the Fletcher
Wildlife Garden.

Last winter the City approached the OHS to see if there was any interest in helping to design
and install the plants in the 18 non-aboriginal planting beds. Our President, Jamie Robert-
son, and member Lynn Armstrong developed a list of themes for the designs in the beds. As
many of the raised bed would contain significant vegetable production and would need ongo-
ing harvesting and planting, we realised that this would not fit the Community Planting pro-
gram of the OHS so Lynn volunteered to enter into an agreement with the City to take on this
project on her own for a small honorarium. Special thanks go out to two members of the OHS.
Sandra Garland was a tremendous resource in selecting plants from the Fletcher nursery for
the pollinator garden and helping to plant them. This bed was very successful and is a great
sample of the gardens to be found at the Fletcher Wildlife Gardens. Karen Moore generously
provided the hard to find heritage tomato plants.

Although the construction of the gardens was not completed until July 10th, significant quan-
tities of beans, beets, Swiss chard, kale, and lettuce were harvested and donated to Center-
town Emergency Food Centre and for soup for Centre 507.
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2015 Community Planting Activities

Grace Manor (Photo credits: Gillian Macdonnell)

Grace Manor has a lovely garden to the west of
the building for the use of the residents. Well
established, it required soil enhancement and
mulch as well as advice on future plans. A soil
spreading morning included volunteers from
Grace Manor, staff and family members of resi-
dents as well as Community Planters and two
students from Algonquin. A similar mulch exer-
cise is tentatively planned for 2016.

Consultation on soil laying at Grace Manor

Fon 8. %4
Fran Johnson and Margaret Scratch (OHS)

Byward Market Project (Photo credits: Gillian Macdonnell)

The Byward Market Project saw the installa-
tion of a dozen very large red planters run-
ning down both sides of George Street
planted with colourful combinations of an-
nuals and vegetables supplied by market
merchants. Community Planting members
designed the contents of the planters to
show a vivid combination of vegetables and
flowers. City volunteers and CP members
planted up the containers in early July. At
the end of the summer a casual inspection
showed a lush growth of tomato plants hav-
ing smothered the annuals but the effect
was stunning nonetheless.

Geneviéve Gazaille (Coordinator, Market Management) and
Lynn Armstrong (OHS)
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GARDENS ON TOUR IN 2015, cont.

August Tour
The third tour took us to Orleans and three fascinating urban gardens.

Kelly Stone’s garden is surrounded by a magnificent cedar hedge that not only ensures
privacy but also shelters the wildlife that entertains the family daily. As a centrepiece to
their garden, the Stones designed and built a large pond, stocked it with koi, and natural-
ized shade- and water-loving perennials around it. Kelly’s love of colour is evident in the
many large planters filled with brilliant plants, enlivening a very green backyard.

Philippa Gross’ 12-year-old garden is long and narrow but some neat planning using
many large shrubs has divided it into rooms. She loves the energy of massed, intensive
plantings and big flowering shrubs, but there are quiet areas too, with a pergola support-
ing vines, two water features, and lots of whimsical garden art to draw the eye. Her choices
of plants attract animal and bird life.

Maria Fleming’s two gardens are distinctly different spaces—the xeriscaped new front
bed with low-growing ground covers and native plants, and the lush, overflowing back gar-
den, a visual oasis. Maria Fleming’s front "no lawn" garden includes a gravel path and ac-
cent rocks with a variety of low-growing ground covers and many native sun-loving plants.
The back yard, long and narrow like Philippa’s, is bordered with shrubs and divided with
an arbor. A lovely garden pergola designed by Maria beckons weary gardeners to rest in
the shade and enjoy the view down the perennial borders to towering blue spruces at the
foot of the garden. Her favourite shade bed contains hostas, astilbes, and goat's beard. A
water feature was added last year and there is a developing child's garden. Plants have
been selected to be low maintenance, drought tolerant, and wildlife friendly.

%&%&%&&&%@&%&&%&%&%&&%&&%&%&&%&%&&%&%&&&%@&%&&

GARDEN TOURS

B

R Watch the Grapevine email and the newsletter for gardens that will be
% open to Society members in 2016.
B
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2014 AWARDS, cont.

ONTARIO HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION SERVICE AWARDS, CONT.

For Meritorious Service to Horticulture

Jane Lund

Jane Lund (left) and Kathy Lindsay, presenter 0tK2{i2
ONSRY 1y/S li2KyAiliyl

Jane Lund has been an active member of the Ottawa Horticultural Society for more than
twenty years and has been involved in many activities. Jane served on the OHS Board for a
two year term as well as being a member of the Program Committee.

Jane has helped out at many OHS sales, both in selling and donating plants. Other contribu-
tions have been less obvious. For instance, it was Jane who suggested and then lobbied to
have Robb Wainwright’s cottage property be a destination for an OHS garden tour in 2014.

At the District level, Jane handled registration and statistics at the 2015 OHA District 2 Sum-
mer Show. Also within District 2, Jane is an active member of the Ottawa Valley and Rock
Garden Society Board.

Outside the Ontario Horticultural Association mantle, Jane is very active in the Ottawa Afri-
can Violet Society and helped organize a national meeting here in Ottawa.

A THOUGHT TO REMEMBER

The Ottawa Horticultural Society is a registered, charitable, non-profit organization,
and issues tax receipts. All cash gifts to the Society, such as donations, prizes, in me-

moria bequests or trusts, or additions to any of its current trust funds, would be ap-
preciated. Donations help fund our community projects and presentations.

OHS charity registration number: #13232 9335 RR 0001.
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COMMUNICATIONS

Current information on the OHS, as well as extensive resource material and links to other
useful websites, are all located on our website at: http://ottawahort.org/. We are always
looking for your photographs of plants and gardens for the website. Please send them to
Jayne Huntley at info@ottawahort.org, along with any other information that you feel could be
included on the website. Also, feel free to share gardening ideas in the OHS Facebook group:
Ottawa Horticultural Society.

Members receive news and notices of upcoming meetings via The Grapevine, an electronic
mail service operated by Jayne Huntley. Please send announcements for The Grapevine to
grapevine@ottawahort.org.

The Society publishes a newsletter in January, April, and September. It includes such items
as feature articles, gardening advice, book reviews, Society news, profiles of OHS members,
etc. The newsletter is available to members on-line or, on request, as a hard copy mailed to
members.

In January, highlights of the past year and plans for the coming year are published in a year-
book. It provides a convenient reference for show schedules and upcoming programs, and in-
cludes such information as a directory of the Society’s officers and convenors. The yearbook is
distributed to all members in hard copy but is also available on the OHS website. The online
version of the yearbook contains hyperlinks which can be clicked on to browse the yearbook,
open websites or create email messages. It is available in the Members Only section of the
OHS website.

MEMBERSHIP

Membership fees are $15 for an individual and $20 for a family. The membership year runs
from September 1 to August 31. A new membership paid after June 1 will cover the following
membership year. The membership convenor is D-J Smith. She can be contacted at 613-
225-3554, or at monthly meetings.

Memberships can be created or renewed online via the OHS website at http://ottawahort.org/
membership/. Immediate payment for on-line memberships is available through Paypal.
Memberships can also be renewed by mailing a cheque to the Mailing Address below.

613-798-8885
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