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The mission of the Ottawa Horticultural Society is to cultivate an interest in plants and  
gardening in order to create a beautiful community. 

 
 

ABOUT THE OHS 
 

The Ottawa Horticultural Society (OHS) is made up of amateur gardeners who come together 
to promote and encourage an interest in horticulture. The OHS organizes lectures, work-
shops, flower and plant shows and sales, garden tours, and exchanges of information among 
members. The Society also sponsors a community planting program and a special award for 
front yard gardens as a contribution to the beautification of Ottawa. There are many opportu-
nities to contribute as a volunteer. 

The Society has a long history, dating back to the late 1800's.  While there were garden socie-
ties in the city before then, it wasn't until the autumn of 1892 that a group of local plant en-
thusiasts met at City Hall to plan the launch of a Horticultural Society.  The inaugural meet-
ing was held on January 17, 1893, with some 30 gentlemen present to listen to a lecture on 
the newest and best horticultural techniques. More information on the history of the OHS is 
available on the Society’s website. We are incorporated under the Ontario Agricultural and Hor-
ticultural Organizations Act and belong to District 2 of the Ontario Horticultural Association 
(OHA). As of the end-of-year 2014, there were 286 members in the OHS.  

Meetings are scheduled for the fourth Tuesday of each month, except June (third Tuesday), 
July and August (no meetings), and December (second Tuesday). The meetings take place at 
the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview Avenue (at Scott), and begin at 7:30 pm. They are free 
and the public is welcome. 

See page 47 for a map of the location. 

Front cover: Chrysanthemum “Tiger Tail”. Our beautiful cover photo was the 
winner of the Photographic Stores, Ltd., Trophy, and the 2014 OHS Photo Competi-
tion. It was taken by Barb Walker. Congratulations, Barb! 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Jamie Robertson, OHS President 2013–2014 

 
 

The Governor General of Canada, the Right Honourable David Johnston, and his wife, Sharon 
Johnston, have made it one of their priorities to encourage Canadians to volunteer and give 
back to their communities. By celebrating generosity, philanthropy and volunteerism, their 
Excellencies seek to renew and deepen Canada’s commitment to caring. 

The Governor General and Mrs. Johnston are the patrons of the Ottawa Horticultural Society, 
so it seems appropriate to contemplate the importance of volunteers and volunteerism to our 
Society. 

Volunteers are the backbone of the OHS. Like many non-profit, community-based organiza-
tions, we are an entirely volunteer-based group, and nothing gets done if members do not 
come forward and give generously of their time and efforts. When you think of the range of 
activities that the OHS is responsible for – as is clear from reading this yearbook – this truly is 
a remarkable achievement. Not only do we host monthly meetings, and produce a newsletter 
and yearbook, we also sponsor and organize flower shows, garden tours, several large-scale 
sales, an annual auction, a photography competition, undertake community plantings, and 
hand out awards, to mention only a few. With all of these activities, the hope is that everyone 
will find something that interests them, and be able to contribute in some way. 

Each year, the OHS has to report to the Ontario Horticultural Association the number of vol-
unteer hours that are put in by its members. This figure is always a phenomenally high one – 
but, even so, it is probably on the low side, as many people underestimate the amount of time 
they donate to the OHS. In 2013, the OHS reported 1,936 volunteer hours.  

Given that the OHS has about 300 members, this is a very high figure. In terms of number of 
members, there are about 100 people who volunteer for the OHS. And many of them are in-
volved with more than one activity, in some cases with many. The percentage of the OHS 
membership that contributes time and energy is relatively high at over 33%. It is clear that we 
have a very involved and committed membership. 

Like all volunteer organizations, the OHS faces challenges. There is a risk that people will get 
burned out, and there is an ongoing turnover of members, as current members move or leave, 
and new members join. We need to ensure that new members feel welcome, and that we en-
gage them in our activities. We need to embrace the ideas and enthusiasm of new members. 
In 2014, the board established a Membership Renewal Committee to look at how to reach po-
tential members, how to retain new members, how to make the OHS more transparent and 
welcoming, and how to diversify activities and establish activities or services that might ap-
peal to potential and new members. The committee is still gathering information and ideas, 
but this is part of an ongoing dialogue and we would welcome all members’ input. 

To those of you who volunteer for the OHS: thank you. Your dedication and commitment is 
appreciated, and you collectively make the OHS what it is. If you have not yet volunteered and 
have some extra time and are interested in gardening, gardens and sharing ideas with other 
gardeners, please consider helping out in one of the myriad of committees and activities that 
form the OHS. The strength of the OHS is its members and contributions of their time and 
energy.  
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Sheila Burvill joined the OHS in 1999 or 2000, and in the fourteen or so years she has been a 
member, what has she not done for the OHS? That would be a much shorter list than what 
she has done.  

She has been the stalwart figure at the OHS Newsletter for 14 years and continues to be cru-
cial to its production and to making it the award-winner it has been. She also continues to 
see the Yearbook to publication, working, as always, as a great team member on both these 
publications. 

She has served several terms as a Board member and one term as President, also filling in as 
one of the volunteer Presidents when the former President was ill. She has served on many 
committees, including the Long Range Plan Committee. 

Sheila has been an active member of the Community Planting Committee and turned out for 
many a planting bee, often bringing Eric, her husband, to lend a hand. She is a regular at 
potting-up sessions for OHS plant sales and usually also helps out on sales day. She stored 
all the extra sales pots in her garage for longer than she wants to remember. 

Sheila has organized garden tours and shown her own garden as well. She helped to initiate 
the OHS’s participation in the Old Ottawa South Porch Sale and regularly comes out on sale 
day. She is currently head of the OHS Volunteer Committee, a position for which – as volun-
teer par excellence – she is uniquely well qualified. She appears at so many events to see that 
everything is done on time, often helping to set up or clean up.  

Sheila claims that she likes to organize things. She was, after all, a catalogue librarian in her 
work life. She has recently put the OHS Archives in order, and a good order it undoubtedly is. 
She has brought that skill and so much enthusiasm, good humour and common sense to all 
the many things she has contributed to the OHS.  Thank you, Sheila. 

— Jamie Robertson 

New Honorary Life Member 

Jamie Robertson (OHS President), Sheila Burvill, and  Kathy Lindsay 

(District 2 Director)  Photo by Nadia Diakun-Thibault 
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OHS 2015 PROGRAMS AND EVENTS 
 

Unless otherwise stated, all monthly meetings start at 7:30 PM at the Tom Brown Arena 
on the fourth Tuesday of each month. They are free and the public is welcome.  

Please see http://ottawahort.org/events/ for any updates to these events. 
 

January 27 (monthly meeting) 

Speaker: Dr. Jean Lauriault, Environmental Specialist, Canadian Museum of Nature Associ-
ate and author of the Identification Guide to the Trees of Canada.  
Bio: Dr. Lauriault is one of those rare individuals who has successfully transferred his work 
interests into retirement.  Or, more accurately, semi-retirement. Following a career with the 
Canadian Museum of Nature where he became a specialist on the Monarch Butterfly, Jean 
now leads educational trips to their natural roosting sites in Mexico.  As a Museum Associate, 
he also contributes to the Canadian strategy to preserve Monarch habitats and save them 
from extinction.  It really is, he says, “a labour of love.” 

Topic: Monarchs in Mexico – Dr. Lauriault will discuss the biology and conservation of the 
monarch and its migration. He will present numerous slides and share his experiences in 
ecotourism traveling to the winter Mexican quarters of the monarch butterfly. He will discuss 
the changes in the size of the monarch overwintering eastern population. The monarch but-
terfly is a good example of how complicated it is to implement a conservation plan over a mi-
gratory route extending over three countries.   To learn more about the Monarch Butterfly and 
what we can do to protect it, you are invited visit: www.MonarchWatch.org  

February 24 (monthly meeting) 

Speaker: Nancy McDonald, Master Gardener 

Bio: Nancy grew up on a farm in P.E.I., where she learned the practical aspects of gardening 
from her parents. Her love of flowers came from spending time in her grandmother's wonder-
ful garden. She was a professional nurse for 42 years. The last 15 were spent in nursing edu-
cation at the Ottawa Hospital and the University of Ottawa. Nancy joined the Master Garden-
ers of Ottawa-Carleton in 2010 as part of her retirement plan. This group provides Nancy with 
volunteer opportunities, continuous learning, and lovely fellowship with passionate gardeners.  

Topic: “Mucking about” in the dirt is good for your health (and ways to stay healthy 
when gardening) – The purpose of the presentation is to reinforce the benefits of ‘mucking 
about’ in the dirt and the benefits are certainly more than the obvious one of physical exer-
cise. The  importance of gardeners  being well informed to avoid injury and disease while 
‘mucking about’  is emphasized. Gardening is an enjoyable and creative exercise and staying 
healthy to enjoy it is every gardener's desire.  

March 24 (monthly meeting) 

Speaker: Maria Fleming.  

Bio:  Maria is an informally trained personal gardener.  Learning by osmosis at her mother’s 
knee, she continues to learn through trial and error at home, and through volunteering with 
Community Plantings and Fletcher Wildlife Gardens. Travelling has been a large focus in re-
cent years, with foreign gardens frequently being of interest. Several of these foreign garden 
forays have been featured in Fine Gardening’s ‘Garden Photo of the Day’. 

Topic: Armchair Garden Travels: French and Belgian gardens – endless options; Ver-
sailles and Giverny showcased – Maria spent three weeks in Paris, Normandy and Belgium 
with a focus on gardens. Versailles and Giverny were the showstoppers, with numerous little 
gems visited along the way.  She will be sharing photos of these garden jewels and a list of 
recommended estates and gardens to add to your future itineraries.  

http://ottawahort.org/events/
http://www.MonarchWatch.org
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April 28 (monthly meeting) 

Speaker: Blaine Marchand 

Bio: A former President of the OHS, Blaine is the current Past President of the Canadian Pe-
ony Society and the editor of its newsletter, Paeonia Nordica. He is a volunteer with the 
Friends of the Central Experimental Farm and works Thursday mornings in the CEF peony 
gardens. Blaine’s gardens in Osceola contain over 500 different peonies — including species, 
hybrid, tree, and Itoh varieties — as well as an apple orchard, Prestonian lilacs, and an exten-
sive collection of Hayfield day lilies, among other things.  He is also the author of eight books.  

Topic: The peonies of AP Saunders – Saunders was the son of the first director of the Cen-
tral Experimental Farm and he created some marvellous peonies, a good number of which are 
in the display beds at the Farm. He was a professor at Hamilton College in upper New York 
state. What makes AP Saunders’ peony breeding so valuable even today, is that he brought 
together a wide variety of wild peonies, crossing them to achieve about 17,000 seedlings, from 
which he selected the best for hybridization. As a result of his work, gardeners gained access 
to a whole range of new colours on plants that flowered earlier than traditional varieties.  

May 10 — Friends of the Farm Rare and Unusual Plants Sale 

May 26 — OHS Auction (monthly meeting) 

June 23 — Summer Show (monthly meeting) 

Speaker: Helen Halpenny. 

Bio: Helen has been judging flower shows (including Canada Blooms) for more than twenty 
years. She is accredited by the Ontario Horticultural Association as a horticultural and design 
judge, by the Garden Clubs of Ontario as a design judge, and by the Royal Botanical Gardens 
in Hamilton as a horticultural judge. She is also an enthusiastic contributor to flower shows, 
and has been gardening for more than fifty years.  

Topic: Inside the Judges’ Circle: what judges look for in flower shows – In this hands-on 
presentation, Helen will discuss how to select specimens, when to pick and how to transport 
prize specimens so they will be at their peak for the show. Her insider tips will share with you 
the joy of winning and position you to take home the red ribbon!  

September 12 — Fall Sale 

Held in Old Ottawa South at the Porch Sale 

September 22 — Fall Show (monthly meeting) 

Speaker: Rob Brandon. 

Bio: Rob Brandon has been gardening in Ottawa for over twenty years. An engineer, he has 
an interest in history, sailing and  art as well as in getting his hands dirty. Rob has been mar-
ried to Laura for over 40 years and they have three grown children, two of whom are also keen 
gardeners.  

Topic: New York City’s High Line – The High Line is a park built on an abandoned rail line 
in New York City. The presentation explains the history of the structure, the design and plant-
ings that have been used and the very interesting and uplifting story of how two people with 
vision and drive can achieve great things.  
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OHS 2015 PROGRAMS AND EVENTS, cont. 

 

October 27 (monthly meeting) 

Speaker: Paul Zammit. 

Bio: Paul lives in the west end of Toronto, Ontario with his wife and partner, Uli , who is also 
employed in the garden industry. A graduate of the University of Guelph's Plant Agriculture 
program, Paul is an active member of many Canadian and international gardening communi-
ties. He lectures on a wide array of subjects, including container gardening, perennials, 
ground covers and tropicals. Since 2009, Paul has been the Director of Horticulture at the To-
ronto Botanical Garden. 

Topic: Edibles in the Garden: Vegetables and Yummy Additions: In recent years there has 
been an renewed interest in growing edibles in the home garden. Join Paul for what he prom-
ises to be a lively presentation as he shares his experiences and tips while exploring the po-
tential and possibilities of growing veggies and herbs in gardens of all sizes and by gardeners 
of all ages.  

November 24 (monthly meeting) 

Speaker: Amber Westfall. 

Bio: Amber is one of those rare gardeners who loves weeds! She describes herself as a simple- 
living, nature-loving, weed-eating, backyard-medicine-making, urban homesteader passionate 
about wild foods and healing plants. She loves sharing that passion with others through plant 
walks, workshops and teaching courses on herbs at the International Academy Health Educa-
tion Centre. As of 2013, she is also the steward of a 1/4 acre of land as part of Just Food’s 
Start-up Farm Program.  At this site she plans to establish the Wild Garden using perma-
culture design, working towards organic certification, dedicated to serving the plants, the soil 
and the community.  

 

Topic: Wayward Weeds and Wild Bounty: Explore some of the surprising benefits of 
those common, pesky weeds in your gardens and lawns and why you might want to put 
them on your dinner plate instead of the compost heap.  

December 8  

Annual General Meeting and Potluck 
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2014 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Archives Committee 

Convenor (temporary): Sheila Burvill (saburvill@sympatico.ca) 

Highlights for 2014: Jeff Blackadar, who has been the OHS archivist for many years, resigned 
in mid-2014. Sheila Burvill agreed to carry out the duties on a temporary basis. 

The OHS archives had been stored in two places but in the summer of 2014, all were united in 
the OHS storage facility. An inventory was carried out, and duplicates and non-archival mate-
rial weeded out and offered to members at the October and November meetings. Materials be-
longing to other districts were duly returned. One of the archive boxes contains photographs of 
past events. The Board is seeking member help at meetings to identify persons in photos with-
out captions so that they can remain in the historical collection: eventually the photo collection 
can be scanned and digitally stored for longer term preservation.  

Community Planting Committee 

Co-Convenors: Gillian Macdonnell (gmak3@bell.net) and Margaret Scratch 
(mjscratch@sympatico.ca) 

Members: Josie Pazdzior, Jean Stalker, Erin Cassidy, Lynne Deachman, Lyse Morisset and 
Fran Johnson. 

Highlights for 2014: The Community Planting Committee undertook two projects in 2014 – a 
neglected city planter on Arthur Street in Chinatown and one of the gardens at Carleton Lodge, 
a seniors’ residence. Both projects were selected from a suggested list of five because they had 
enthusiastic and willing local committees ready to take on both the planting and long term 
maintenance.  

A small condo at 40 Arthur Street has a garden committee which plans, plants, and watches 
over the grounds around the building. Across the street was a concrete city planter with a dead 
tree and several overgrown bushes in it that the gardeners at number 40 found an eyesore. Af-
ter persuading the city to replace the tree with a living serviceberry they contacted us to see 
whether the OHS might undertake planting something around the tree. The Garden Committee 
prepared the soil and helped the OHS volunteers plant a variety of hardy and salt-tolerant 
plants which seem to have thrived under the watchful eyes of the Arthur St. Gardeners. 

Carleton Lodge is fortunate in having a group of dedicated volunteers, among them Lynne 
Deachman an OHS member, who prepared an application for OHS Community Planting assis-
tance and introduced us to the garden volunteers. An early meeting with them in April revealed 
an ambitious plan for two gardens at the Lodge. Although the committee was willing to do much 
of the work, we decided that one garden in 2014 would be doable, with a further application for 
assistance with the other garden in 2015. Again the Lodge Committee prepared the soil and 
OHS and Lodge volunteers completed the planting one Saturday morning in July.  

Over half of the plants put in place this year were donated by OHS members – a wonderfully 
generous contribution to the projects. 

Both Gillian Macdonnell and Margaret Scratch resigned as co-convenors this fall. 

Finance Committee 

Convenor: Pat Russell (wardruss@teksavvy.com) 

Members: Jamie Robertson (President), Geoff Kennedy, Jayne Huntley, Gillian Macdonnell, 
Maureen Mark, Gloria Sola (Treasurer) 

mailto:saburvill@sympatico.ca
mailto:gmak3@bell.net
mailto:mjscratch@sympatico.ca
mailto:wardruss@teksavvy.com
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Highlights for 2014: Gloria Sola, who had been acting as temporary treasurer last year, was 
appointed Treasurer at the Annual Meeting in December.  Maureen Mark, who had attended 
the Finance Committee meetings as her role of Secretary, has now joined the committee as a 
member. 

The committee met twice this year, in January and again in October. The January meeting 
was primarily to review our investment account, in particular how to invest one of our two 
long-term bonds, the 10 year bond which had been yielding 10.25% per annum and was ma-
turing in March. Several options were discussed with a view to making recommendations to 
the Board. The Chair of the committee and the Treasurer met with the Board at its February 
meeting and  recommended that a motion be made to re-invest the bond, along with the 
amount in the Society's capital reserve fund and the Shirley Beyer Memorial Fund, into a 5 
year Market Return GIC. (It guarantees the preservation of the capital and yields a bit extra if 
the stock market performs well.) The motion was passed, along with another one that the Fi-
nance Committee meet in the Fall to review other investment needs. In the October meeting 
the committee reviewed the money in the Money Market Fund and made the decision to delay 
further investment decisions until February 2015 at which time our $5,000.00 GIC will ma-
ture. 

The other main business has been to review the Trust Funds, now more appropriately called 
Memorial Funds.  The decision has been made to stop the time-consuming job of tracking the 
interest from each individual fund instead the total interest from each investment vehicle will 
be reported. However the donors will continue to be acknowledged in the Yearbook and the 
interest will be transferred annually into the current account to be used as per the wishes of 
the donors. 

As it does every year, the committee reviewed the annual budget before it went to the Board. 

Treasurer's comments: In spite of projecting a large deficit for 2013-2014, the Society ended 
the fiscal year with an almost balanced budget.  This was due in large part to the generosity of 
its members whose donations were almost double the projected amount and whose plant con-
tributions to the sales meant we were able to increase our plant sale revenue by more than 
$2,000 over last year.  This allowed us to overhaul our website and to purchase a new sound 
system, both of which were sorely needed 

Garden Tours Committee 

Convenor: Jennifer Mix (j.mix@sympatico.ca) 

Members: Sheila Burvill, Josie Pazdzior, Sylvia Spa-
soff 

Highlights for 2014: In June we toured three Tril-
lium Award winners in the Parkdale/Wellington Vil-
lage area. Both front and back yards proved out-
standing in these gardens: Bill Collins and Kate 
Harrigan’s marvellously varied plant selections and 
lush sunken garden, Pat Russell’s xeriscaped gar-
den with its hardy grasses, sedums, and cacti, and 
Sue Chalmers’ sculpted garden winding around 
shrubs, trees, and tall grasses. 

In July we visited two gardens in Quebec: Robb 
Wainwright’s amazing, steeply-terraced hosta 
showcases, a mini-hosta show garden, and other 

2014 COMMITTEE REPORTS, cont. 

Gaetan and Mafanway Buttigieg’s garden. 
Photo: Josie Pazdzior.  

mailto:j.mix@sympatico.ca
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perennial beds surrounding his lake-side cottage; Les Jardins d’Emmarocalles, a display gar-
den for the American Hemerocallis Society, offering more than 10 themed gardens and over 
1500 varieties of day lilies on the large property; many members purchased special perennials 
from the owners. 

In August, in a torrential rainstorm, we visited Jean Stalker’s thoughtful contemplative gar-
dens at the Merivale United Church garden, D-J. Smith’s charming and secretive woodland 
garden, Robert Bourassa and Liz Nowak’s ingenious and intensive vegetable garden, and 
Gaetan and Mafanway Buttigieg’s riotous, complex, and fascinating garden. 

NOTE: Descriptions of the gardens are on page 18. 

Membership Committee 

Convenor: D.J. Smith 

Members:  Rosemary Campbell, Heidi Geraets, Lara Jimenez, Betty Kannon, Blaine Mar-
chand, Nina Prestera, Tuula Talvila and Kathy Wallace 

Highlights for 2014: Again we started well but this year we will make progress only 
through new members, given the low membership base (248) with which we ended last year. 

Nevertheless, thanks to Paypal we are slowly clawing our way back to our usual base of just a 
little over 300. The challenge in 2015 will be retaining the new members if we are to eventu-
ally rebuild the membership base. 

Our average number of members (paid memberships plus life and complementary member-
ships) from 2001 to 2009 (removing the very unusual peak year of 2008) was 306 voting mem-
bers. We have been steadily reducing in numbers but the 2011 membership year was the first 
in which the Society fell below 300 since 2004. Membership has continued to decline since 
then and in 2013 we reached a major low with only 248 voting members. In 2014, we  in-
creased our membership by 32. Membership really took off after Jayne Huntley launched Pay-
pal. 

A number of volunteers assisted in signing up members in September / October and again in 
February. The group included in the fall of 2013 Rosemary Campbell, Heidi Geraets, Lara 
Jimenez, Blaine Marchand, Nina Prestera, and Kathy Wallace. Total volunteer hours was 
about 100. Sheila Burvill also was instrumental in helping to organize and make the member-
ship committee work. 

Newsletter Committee 

Convenor: Sheila Carey 

Members: Sheila Burvill, Lara Jiménez, Jennifer Mix, Margaret Scratch  

Highlights: As is usual, the newsletter was published three times in 2014 – January, April, 
and September. Newsletter distribution also included the Yearbook (in January), the new 
membership form (September) and the Garden tours and Fundraising events flyers (in April). 
In September, Margaret Scratch stepped down as newsletter editor and convenor of the com-
mittee. Sheila Carey volunteered to become the Editor in November. 

Program Committee 

Convenor: Rebecca Last (rlast@nrccan.gc.ca) 

Members: Erin Cassidy  

2014 COMMITTEE REPORTS, cont. 

mailto:rlast@nrccan.gc.ca
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Highlights for 2014: In 2014, the OHS Program Committee continued to be essentially a one-
person operation. Rebecca Last recruited the speakers, negotiated their honoraria and, in 
most cases, also introduced and thanked them. The format for the 2014 program essentially 
mirrored that used in 2013. January featured “an arm chair travel” talk by Phil Reilly. In Feb-
ruary, Master Gardener Judith Cox provided inspiration and information on creating a 
scented garden. In March, members heard from the one out-of-town speaker – Montreal-based 
Dr. Eric Weichel gave a fascinating talk on images of grief and gardening from a wide range of 
ancient civilizations. April’s speaker, OHS member Anne Johnston, provided practical advice 
on capturing our gardens in photographs. OHS president Gloria Sola recruited Ann Fred-
erking to speak on her extensive collection of hostas for the June meeting. Another Master 
Gardener, Catherine Disley-Engler, gave a delightful demonstration on “Fabulous Fall Florals” 
in conjunction with the OHS fall show in September. In October, Melissa Lefebvre from the 
Canadian Wildlife Federation provided tips on wildlife gardening. To round out the year, Rich-
ard Inchley provided advice on year-round maintenance of garden ponds. 

Many ideas for speakers came from OHS members. Notably Phil Reilly and Sheila Burvill pro-
vided assessments of speakers they had heard, as well as contact information. While this as-
sistance was greatly appreciated, it is hoped that others will step forward to volunteer for the 
2016 speaker program. It is also highly recommended that the OHS speaker coordinator be 
provided with information from the current year membership forms on members’ areas of gar-
dening interest, as this would be highly useful in targeting specific presentations. At the mo-
ment, the info supplied by members appears to disappear into a black hole, which must be as 
frustrating for members as it is for the activity coordinators. 

NOTE: Please see page 3 for the list of 2015 programs and events. 

Property Committee 

Convenor: Kelly Stone 

Members: Janet Kelly (audio-visuals), Kristin Kendall, David Burroughs 

Highlights for 2014: Kelly Stone became convenor in April with Kristin Kendall temporarily 
replacing her from May to September.  

The OHS Storage locker was sorted and inventoried this year by Sheila Burvill and Kristin 
Kendall  in order to provide space and easier access to items. While two boxes of Archives 
were added to the storage locker, a subsequent weeding reduced the total number of boxes.  A 
few larger items such as duplicate podiums were donated. 

Space freed up by the summer purge now easily accommodates the new and old with materi-
als for plant sales and the like more accessible.  The Board also approved some money to buy 
additional shelves for the locker, which could become phase 2 of the clean-up. Many thanks 
to Sheila for all her summer work, to Gloria Sola for advice, to Sandy Garland for researching 
and locating a new sound system, and to Kristin Kendall who also sorted out the purchase of 
our new sound system (cost: $1181.37) and canopy (cost: $153.67). 

The sound system, which had been stored for convenience at Janet Kelly’s house, is now kept 
in a small room at Tom Brown and is even more convenient for set-up by David Burroughs, 
Kristin, and Janet. 

Publicity Committee 

Head: Gayle Quick  

Highlights for 2014: Lara Jiménez resigned as Publicity convenor in September 2014 but in 
October, Gayle Quick volunteered to take on the position.  

2014 COMMITTEE REPORTS, cont. 
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Shows Committee 

Convenor: Gillian Macdonnell (gmak3@bell.net) 

Members: Gillian Macdonnell (Chair), Kathryn Lindsay (Past 
chair), Nancy McDonald (Chief Statistician), Catherine Mont-
gomery (Trophies convenor). Members at large: Maureen Mark 
(Past Chief Statistician), Lyse Morisset, Josie Pazdzior, Gloria 
Sola, Ann Frederking, Fran Johnson and OHS President (ex offi-
cio member). 

Highlights for 2014: Two judged shows were held in 2014, a 
Hosta Extravaganza in June, convened by Kathy Lindsay and a Fall Show in September, con-
vened by Gillian Macdonnell. Thanks go to Kathy Lindsay, Dorothy Tol (cards and new card 
design) and Maureen Mark who, formally no longer Statistician, assisted Nancy McDonald at 
the Summer Show as she learned the ropes. Both shows were held in conjunction with gen-
eral meetings. 

The special Hosta Show was a resounding success with 38 ex-
hibitors showing 139 exhibits; the Fall Show had 8 exhibitors 
and 28 exhibits. The Fall Show was a departure after two years 
of Show-And-Tell and the summer had been very rainy. 
Whether the poor season was responsible for the small turnout, 
it is difficult to say, as the meeting had low attendance as well.   

An informal show training program was instituted in 2014 with 
three members training as clerks. The program will be contin-
ued in 2015 as a way of familiarising members with show pro-
cedures as well as an aid to judges.  

Plant bucks were earned at both shows and were used for the 
Auction in May as well as all plant sales, but not for the Rare 
and Unusual Plant Sale at the Experimental Farm. While re-
demption does not keep up with the number of Plant Bucks 
given out, it is still seen as a motivator for exhibitors.  

2014 COMMITTEE REPORTS, cont. 

Volunteer Committee 

Convenor: Sheila Burvill (saburvill@sympatico.ca) 

Members: Rosemary Campbell, Josie Pazdzior 

Highlights for 2014: Now that we are more rigorous in collecting information on active volun-
teers and members indicating an interest in becoming a volunteer, some thought was given to 
recording the information in a protected area of the website so that committee heads and ac-
tivity organizers could find it there. However, since it turned out to be easy for specific lists 
tobe created and e-mailed to the individuals needing them, we decided not to involve the web-
site. As is now our practice, prizes for three randomly chosen volunteers were given out at the 
2014 Annual General Meeting, as a way of thanking OHS volunteers. 

mailto:gmak3@bell.net
mailto:saburvill@sympatico.ca
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OHS ONLINE 

 
Website Report 
 
The new website has been up and running for just over a year now. In April, the informal 
committee that helped steer the website redesign met to review progress. Feedback has been 
positive, and having the membership application and payment online has attracted some new 
members which is encouraging. We were also able to put extended versions of the newsletter 
on line for both April and September. This fall we took steps to respond to new anti-spam leg-
islation, and modified the membership form so that everyone now gives explicit consent to re-
ceive the Grapevine.  

Any feedback on what members would like to see on the website is always welcome! Please 
contact Jayne Huntley at info@ottawahort.org. 

 

Facebook Group 

Co-ordinator:  Sandy Garland 

Highlights for 2014: There were 87 members in the OHS Facebook group in 2014. The OHS 
uses Facebook to publicize the monthly meetings, to announce other OHS news, and to post 
other garden-related activities and events, such as those of the African Violet, Orchid, and 
Rock Garden Societies, Friends of the Farm, and Master Gardeners. 

Topics discussed included: seed germination, plants that grow under walnuts, climate 
change, and topsoil. For the conservation-minded, we have photos and articles on bee boxes, 
composting, and pollinator patches. 

OHS Facebook Group - https://www.facebook.com/groups/6012313849/ 

2014 COMMITTEE REPORTS, cont. 

 

Yearbook Committee 

Convenor: Helene Williams (chungwilliams@gmail.com) 

Members: Sheila Burvill, Josie Pazdzior, Ann Frederking, and Pat Russell. 

Highlights for 2014: The 2014 OHS Yearbook was published in January 2014 and distrib-
uted to all members that month. It was re-organized in a more chronological order and ex-
panded to include more photographs of members’ gardens and bus tours. The yearbook was 
also posted on the website with “live” hyperlinks. The cover photo was taken by Maria Flem-
ing, who was the winner of the Photographic Store Ltd. Trophy and the 2013 OHS Photo-
graphic Competition.  

We are seeking new sponsors for the 2015 edition of the yearbook. In addition, we added three 
new volunteers to assist with the 2015 yearbook: Tuula Talvila, Anna Sipos and Nadia Diakun
-Thibault. Welcome! 

mailto:info@ottawahort.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/6012313849/
mailto:chungwilliams@gmail.com
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 2013 Photo Competition 

 

In 2013, we received a total of 104 images submitted by 9 photographers. This is about 40% 
more than last year. Extending the deadline to the beginning of November instead of the end of 
September gave more time for the members to organize their entries. Voting by members took 
place at the December AGM, at which time 34 ballots were completed versus 46 in 2012. This 
was probably because the AGM turnout is generally lower than at regular meetings. The reveal 
of the winners was in January 2014. However, because of technical difficulties on the part of 
the convenor (sorry!), the winning photos were not shown at the January meeting but were 
subsequently posted on the OHS web site in the Members’ section at http://ottawahort.org/
members-only/2013-photo-competition-winners/. 

The winner of Judge’s Choice/Photography Store Ltd. Trophy was Maria Fleming for her 
“Sacred Lotus” photograph. It was featured on the cover of the OHS 2014 Yearbook. 
The winner of the People’s Choice Award was Tuula Talvila for her “Crab Spider on Raspberry 
Plant” photograph. 
Convenor/committee: Anne Johnston  

http://ottawahort.org/members-only/2013-photo-competition-winners/
http://ottawahort.org/members-only/2013-photo-competition-winners/
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2014 SALES REPORT 

 
Friends of the Farm Sale 

As ever, the OHS had a double stall at the Friends of the Experimental Farm (FoF) Rare and 
Unusual Plant Sale that took place in 2014 on May 13 (Mothers’ Day). 
The preparation work was hosted by Nathalie Chaly who graciously stepped in when Rob 
Brandon’s roof work interfered with the usual site. In all, fifteen members were involved in 
potting up plants and transportation duties. It was nice to see a few new volunteers pitching 
in for potting up at Nathalie’s.  
Though there had been some rain on May 13, it had ceased by the time volunteers arrived at 
7:30 to start setting up, and by noon the sun was making an appearance. The plants liked the 
cooler overcast weather and looked great on the tables. Our transportation and sales volun-
teers were all "old hands" at it and everything went very smoothly. There were fewer vendors 
at the FoF plant sale this year, and we had a very good location on the site. This may have 
worked in our favour, as potential buyers still had lots of money in their wallets to spend at 
our stall. The OHS plant pricing list is a valuable tool: it ensures that we maximize the finan-
cial potential of each donated plant, while remaining very competitive.  

Gross revenue: $2,326.85 

Auction and Plant Sale 

This year’s successful auction and plant sale drew 75 people, not all of whom were OHS mem-
bers. For the auction, 50 bidders were registered. Thirty-six cultivars were offered for auction. 
With the lowest bid at $8.50 and the highest at $55, the auction raised $1,143.50. Marilyn 
Light, aided by Rebecca Last and Josie Pazdzior, ably kept the auction within its timeframe, 
coming in under the 90 minutes at 85 minutes.  

Following the auction, the plant sale took place. A dozen volunteers staffed seven sets of ta-
bles with plants at $2, $4, $6, and $7 and up, and Choice Plants ($15 and up), vegetables/
annuals/houseplants, and heritage tomatoes. The volunteers all seemed to enjoy the event 
and managed to stay on top of things during the crush of people buying plants. The 2014 
plant sale contributed $1617.00 to OHS funds 2014. 

Recommendations to improve the evening have been made by the Committee and can be 
found in the fuller report or by request to the OHS Board. A systematic approach for replacing 
those currently on the planning committee needs to be put in place in the upcoming year. 

Gross revenue: $2,746.50 

Chrysanthemum Sale 
Five different mum varieties and three aster varieties were made available for members to pur-
chase in November 2013. The Syngenta Yoder potted mums (in trays) were purchased through 
Aris Canada. The mum varieties (number ordered) were: ‘Gigi Snow’ (150), ‘Jacqueline Yellow 
Improved’ (100), ‘Jacqueline Orange Fusion’ (150), ‘Aideen Red Fire’ (250), ‘Jacqueline Pink 
Improved’ (100) and ‘Jacqueline Pearl’ (100). The asters were ‘Henry III Purple’ (100), ‘Henry III 
Pink’ (100) and ‘Peter III Blue’ (150). Of these 1200 plugs, 1180 were sold for $1 each. The 
cost of the plants/shipping and taxes was $578.39, which returned a net profit of $601.61.  
The plants were to be delivered during the week of May 20th 2014 and arrived ahead of time 
on Sunday May 18th, 2014. The plants were in excellent condition. Volunteers were recruited 
to help with the initial delivery. The cells were divided and tags placed in each cell. Buyers 
came to pick up their plants at the convenor’s home.  
Net revenue: $601.61 
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2014 SALES REPORT, cont. 
 

Fall Sale 

In 2014 there was one potting-up 
station located in the east-end at 
convenor Anne Johnston’s home. 
There were five volunteers for the 
potting-up session and seven drivers 
were recruited to help transport the 
plants. Despite a truly torrential rain 
and wind late in the afternoon, the 
potting up was completed and the 
plants picked up for transport in 
quick order. 

As was the case last year, 2014’s 
fall sale took place at the Hopewell 
School location on Sunnyside Avenue. The six sales tables were filled to overflowing with won-
derful plants, ranging from named varieties to the always popular old favourites. In spite of 
the rain, heavy at times, two teams of dedicated volunteers, 11 in all, worked the tables, an-
swering questions, and assisting buyers in finding just the right plant for the particular situa-
tion. Contributing to the overall success of the day was the fact that the OHS volunteers are 
hands-on gardeners; advice given is bound to be realistic when it comes from gardeners who 
have grown the plants in Ottawa gardens. 

Gross revenue: $1,174.50 

General 

The outcome of the sales in 2014 was excellent, not only as a financial gain for the OHS, but 
also a gain for the Society in community outreach, and ultimately in increased support and 
membership. None of this happens without a dedicated team of OHS volunteers, gardeners 
all, who are so generous with their time and expertise. And, of course thanks to the buyers 
who look for the OHS logo at the sales. 

The OHS couldn’t hold any sales at all without plants donated by members. While you’ll find 
the names of volunteers who worked on the sales elsewhere in the Yearbook, it is impossible 
to keep track of all the members who so kindly donated plants to our sales. Revenue from 
OHS sales helps fund our speaker program and community planting projects so it is espe-
cially gratifying to report such high revenue figures for 2014.  

OHS PLANT SALES 

OHS plant sales are important fundraisers to help pay for our activities and depend 
on the generous support of our members.  Please keep the OHS in mind when you 
divide your perennials in the spring and late summer.  Also, come and meet people 
at the plant sales as a volunteer! 

Photo by Josie Pazdzior 
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THE FORTY-YEAR CLUB 

Congratulations to the following mem-
bers who have been with the OHS for 40 
or more years. Their wealth of experience 

and knowledge continue to enrich the 
Society and encourage us all! 

Joe Bryant 
Herb Cheesman  
Heidi Geraets 

Mrs. Virginia Peck 
Cecile and Joe Sanders 

Jack Troughton 
 

There was a notable addition to the Club 
in 2014 – Heidi Geraets. 

LONG-SERVICE MEMBERS 

The OHS also congratulates these 
2014 Milestone Members: 

10 years 
Rebecca Last and Richard Guenette 

Jayne and Robert Huntley 
Lyse Morisset 
Connie Munro 

Kelly Noel 
Carole and Phil Reilly 

Hilde Reynolds 
Catherine Ternan 

Dorothy Tol 
  

20 years 
Sheila Ayala 

2014 CASH DONORS 
 
The OHS would like to thank the following generous individuals for donations given between 

December 1, 2013 and November 15, 2014. 

Rob and Laura Brandon 
Sheila Burvill & Eric Jones 
Rosemary Campbell 
Sheila Carey 
Beverley Ann Chartrand 
Lisa Coy 
Margaret Don 
Maria Fleming 
Ann Frederking 
 

Jennifer Mix 
Karen Moore 
Nina Prestera 
Judy Sheddan 
Robert Sommerville 
Kelly Stone 
CatherineTernan 
Robert Way 

Russell & Alma Gomme 
Karen Kelly 
Gwen & Alan Kerr 
Maureen Lachance 
Rebecca Last 
Kathy Lindsay 
Janine Loring 
Patricia Michel 
Margaret Mitton 
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REVIEW OF THE OHS FIVE-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN 

 

In the winter of 2004 a group of directors and OHS members developed a Long Range Plan to 
guide the Society into the future. This Plan proved to be an important planning tool which al-
lowed the OHS and its board of directors to plan strategically for the future.  

In 2011, a new Five-Year Strategic Plan was developed for the period 2012 to 2017. At the half
-way point of this new Strategic Plan, it seemed appropriate to take stock of where the OHS 
was, and to fine-tune the Plan as required. In September 2014, members from the original 
Long Range Planning Team, together with several members of the current Board, met to re-
view the progress in implementing the Strategic Plan and to make adjustments as needed. 
Jayne Huntley facilitated the meeting, and later revised the Plan to include the outcomes from 
the review. 

In the Strategic Plan, the mission statement of the OHS is “to cultivate an interest in plants 
and gardening in order to create a beautiful community.” The four objectives that were identi-
fied are: 

1. To attract a growing and diversified membership  

2. To build a program of new and existing activities which will continually engage all mem-
bers 

3. To increase the level of volunteer involvement and engagement in the OHS 

4. To use technology and social media to communicate with members and beyond as ap-
propriate. 

Central to these priorities is the importance of building and serving the Society’s membership. 
Briefly, the working group concluded that the 2012 Strategic Plan remains a solid document. 
Considerable progress has been made in certain areas, and concrete achievements can be 
pointed to. In some other areas, on-going challenges remain and will probably never be com-
pletely addressed. In other areas, work remains to be done, and some fine-tuning of the goals 
and activities is required. There are areas where we have not made as much progress as we 
would have liked, but it is also important to explore what has worked and why some things 
have been successful.  We can learn just as much from what did not work as from what did. 

No long-range plan can be considered to be static. It must be reviewed on a regular basis to 
see if the Society is “on track”, if the goals are still relevant, and if new priorities and activities 
should be added or old ones replaced. 

The revised Five-Year Strategic Plan will be presented to the board of directors in January 
2015, and will then be found on the Members Only page of the OHS website at 

www.ottawahort.org.  

OHS ON LINE 

I am always looking for your photographs of plants and gardens for the OHS website. 
Please send them to me at: info@ottawahort.org. If you would like to write an article for 
the website about your garden, a favourite plant, or an OHS event, it would be very wel-
come.  Also, feel free to share gardening ideas in our Facebook group. 

– Jayne Huntley 

http://www.ottawahort.org/
mailto:info@ottawahort.org
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 GARDENS ON TOUR IN 2014 

(Photo credits: Josie Pazdzior) 

 
There were three sets of garden tours organized in 2014. The OHS thanks all our garden 
hosts for their generosity in opening up their gardens to our members. We know the extra 
effort it required and we very much appreciate the gesture. We hope that your gardens will 
inspire others to open their gardens for future tours. 
 
The 2014 summer tours began in June in the Parkdale/Wellington Village area with a tour 
of the 2013 Trillium Award winners. In July we toured two gardens in Quebec within an 
hour’s drive of Ottawa. In mid-August, in a torrential downpour lasting all evening, we 
toured four gardens in the south-west sector of the city. 

Pat Russell’s Garden 
 
Pat Russell’s garden won an Honorable 
Mention in the 2013 Trillium competi-
tion. The necessity for a low-
maintenance garden inspired Pat to 
create a lawn-free front garden with 
smaller, sun-loving plants with inter-
esting foliage as well as blooms such 
as geraniums, hostas, saxifrages, se-
dums, sempervivums, non-spreading 
ornamental grasses, hardy cacti, al-
pines and trough plantings. Pat’s back 
garden is undergoing change this year, 
becoming more of a restful shade gar-
den with paths. 

 
The first prize Trillium winner in 
2013 was Bill Collins’ and Kate 
Harrigan's garden. The elegant front 
garden which won the judges’ 
hearts for its carefully-nurtured 
perennial beds and shrubs, mag-
nificent tropical house plants, 
beautiful boulders, magnolia, and a 
rare Paperbark Maple was matched 
by the extraordinarily lush, breath-
taking back garden. The owners 
have planted over 300 varieties of 
perennials in sculpted, intertwined 
beds accessed by grassy stairs that 
spill down into the lower level. A 
plant-lover’s dream garden, with 
endless delight: a songbird garden, 
tropicals in containers, a curving 
rock garden, and a dry stream bed 
of river rock. 

Bill Collins and Kate Harrigan’s Garden 
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Robb Wainwright’s Garden 
 
Robb Wainwright kindly offered us a tour of his cottage garden at Lac aux Brochets. We were 
all delighted and amazed at Robb’s ingenious and effective use of a steep slope behind his cot-
tage, out of which he has created an amphitheatre to display many of the over 200 varieties of 
hosta. He has tucked many pieces of whimsical or humorous art into the beds to surprise and 
delight, so that we toured the garden with sangrias in hand and big grins on our faces. Robb’s 
garden has deservedly won first prize several times in the Communities in Bloom competition. 

GARDENS ON TOUR IN 2014, CONT. 

Sue Chalmers’ Garden 
 
Also winning an Honorable Mention in the 
2013 Trillium competition, Sue Chalmers’ 
front garden features a mature horse chest-
nut growing in the centre of a bed with 
roses, a yucca and other perennials. There 
remains a tiny strip of grass and the rest of 
the yard is pea gravel and flagstone path, 
which displays to perfection the ornamental 
grasses and low-growing thymes and se-
dums. The focal point is a graceful weeping 
blue spruce, which helps to give an Oriental 
flavour to the garden. Clematis on the wall 
and the variegated foliage of shrubs com-
plete the pretty picture. The backyard gar-
den features a raised perennial bed over-
looking the garden and many perennials in 
a lush setting. 

GARDEN TOURS 

Watch the Grapevine email and the newsletter for gardens that will be  
open to Society members this summer. 
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 The second Quebec garden, Les 
Jardins d’Emmarocalles near 
Ripon, has earned the status of 
a display garden by the Ameri-
can Hemerocallis Society after 
only seven years of existence. 
The owners grow over 1500 va-
rieties of daylilies and over 
1000 other perennials, dis-
played in the 12 thematic show 
gardens around the five acre 
property. All plants in the show 
gardens were labelled and 
many OHS members took the 
happy opportunity to purchase 
some of the spectacular plants 
they saw in the gardens. 

GARDENS ON TOUR IN 2014, CONT. 

Les Jardins d’Emmarocalles  

Merivale United Church, founded in1876 
when the neighbourhood was a farming 
community, is still blessed with an acre of 
that farmland and is supported by a coterie 
of enthusiastic gardeners, ably led by our 
own Jean Stalker. Facing the Merivale Road 
is a large bed of flamboyant annuals to at-
tract the eye, surrounding three Kyushu hy-
drangeas. On the hot and dry south side one 
finds mainly Perovskia (Russian sage) and 
Echinops (globe thistle) and an ancient ma-
ple, perhaps the same age as the church. 

West of the church hall, and adjacent to the 
cemetery, is the meditation garden. This 
centres on a flagstone patio with three park 
benches. The patio is backed by a low berm 

planted with flowering shrubs and perennials, mainly hostas. It is a good place to sit and re-
flect, have a picnic or a wedding. 

The open field beyond the garden is bordered on the north and the south by hedgerows, which 
are infested, alas, with buckthorns and other woody weeds. Church volunteers are gradually 
replacing the weeds with native trees, shrubs, and understory plants. They are also starting a 
grove of trees in the open field between the two hedgerows. 

Gardens at Merivale United Church 
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Gaetan and Mafanway Buttigieg’s Garden 
 
Gaetan and Mafanway Buttigieg took a large empty front yard sloping up to the house, built stone 
walls on the slope, amended the existing sandy soil with lots of topsoil, and filled the space with a 
garden amazing in its variety and exuberance. Close to the street, Gaetan has planted an array of 
shrubs which have room to fill out and take their natural shapes. Perennial border gardens move 
from sun-loving to shade-tolerant as the beds approach the house and have been chosen to pro-
vide colour throughout the season. He has built a stony stream bed for water running from an 
ornamental downspout next to the house and disappearing into a pool surrounded by gigantic 
hostas. An altogether impressive garden. 

GARDENS ON TOUR IN 2014, CONT. 
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 GARDENS ON TOUR IN 2014, CONT. 

D.J. Smith’s Garden 
 
D.J. Smith has been slowly removing an overgrown mass of dead nettle in her back yard to 
create an edge-of-woodland garden where cimicifuga, ‘Zigzag’ goldenrod, and other perennials 
bloom. Shrubs are being added along the side and the back, while shade-loving perennials are 
beginning to fill in under two large hemlocks. Because the lot also holds the well and septic 
tile bed, care must be taken with watering and plant placement. While still a work-in-
progress, the plan is to combine hardy, drought-tolerant native plants with cultivars in order 
to create a natural garden retreat. 

Robert Bourassa and Liz Nowak’s Garden 
 
Robert Bourassa and Liz have concentrated their efforts on establishing an intensive vegetable 
garden in the sunniest area of their south-facing property, i.e. the street side of their front 
lawn. They have built a raised planter running the full width of the property for the vegetables 
and camouflaged the planter from the street with curved decorative beds in which vegetables 
and flower make a great show together from mid-summer into the fall. Trellises support vege-
tables that will climb and thus save space, and they do grow a truly amazing variety of vegeta-
ble and herbs. They also built stone pathways and a front patio, graced with blooming plant-
ers.  
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Our first trip to the Montreal Botanical Gardens' Great Gardening Week-
end (GGW) in 2012 was so successful that we decided to do it again in 
2014.  Together with the Ottawa Valley Rock Garden and Horticultural 
Society, we filled our tour bus and even had to send some folks over to 
the Friends of the Farm tour which, fortunately, was also going to the 
GGW.  
As before, the weather was perfect.  We were even able to indulge in ice 
cream cones.  The vendors were out in force; this weekend draws many 
from Quebec which is a real treat as there are some wonderful nurseries 
there.  There is so much to see that it is a challenge to see everything.  
This year I went through the extensive greenhouses which I had not had 

time to see the last time. 
Once again we left with the bus's storage lockers full of treasures.  It was another very suc-
cessful and satisfying outing. 
— Gloria Sola 

2014 BUS TOUR 

(Photo credits: Helene Williams) 
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Janet Kelly 

This year I would like to award the President's Appreciation Award to Janet Kelly. 

Janet Kelly is responsible for the audio-visual requirements of the OHS. Monthly meetings are 

one of the OHS’s key activities, and these would not be possible without her hard work and 
dedication. Janet arrives early to set up the sound and computers, and then trouble-shoots 

during the evening. At the end, she has to pack all the equipment away. Last spring the OHS 

updated its aging sound system, and Janet made an important contribution to ensuring that 

we acquired a system that was suitable for our needs. Until we recently acquired storage 

space at the Tom Brown Arena, Janet used to take home all of the equipment after each meet-

ing and bring it back for the next one. The OHS owes a debt of gratitude to Janet for all of her 

work on its behalf. 

— Jamie Robertson 

2014 AWARDS 
 

PRESIDENT’S APPRECIATION AWARD 
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Rebecca Last 
One of the cornerstones for the OHS’s status as a registered charity is our monthly meetings. 
We freely offer members and anyone else the opportunity to listen to good speakers on a vari-
ety of gardening topics and, in most cases, to also view some wonderful pictures.  It’s part of 
our mandate “to cultivate an interest in plants and gardening in order to create a beautiful 
community”. 
 
There’s a lot of work behind the public lectures we have. Speaker suggestions have to be col-
lected and organized. Investigations need to be done to make sure others have enjoyed the 
speakers. A balance of topics and seasonal appropriateness need to be considered when put-
ting together the plan for next year’s program. And then each speaker needs to be contacted 
and invited to participate. That’s when that well laid-out program plan starts getting adjusted. 
Speakers sometimes aren’t available on the dates proposed or they think they have a much 
better topic or their fees are too high – a lot of things can happen. You need someone steady 
to keep track of everything and to work with other Program Committee members harmoni-
ously. 
 
Once the speaker schedule has been finalized, and closer to each meeting, someone has to 
remind each speaker of the date and time, inquire what equipment will be brought and what 
the OHS will have to supply, the location of the meeting, and all the other details. On meeting 
night, speakers have to be introduced, thanked, and paid so someone has to be found to do 
this too. 
 
That’s what Rebecca Last, this year’s recipient of the Members’ Appreciation Award, has been 
doing for the past three years.  She, without ever specifically volunteering for the position, has 
been the de facto head of the Program Committee during that time. She has even, on occa-
sion, gone beyond the call of duty and given bed and board to speakers from outside our area. 
 
In addition to the important program work, she has also headed up the Garden Tours Com-
mittee and has not only organized many tours but also opened up her own garden to OHS 
members. 
 
Rebecca Last has been an OHS member for ten years now and the Society is delighted to rec-
ognize her contribution by awarding her the 2014 Members’ Appreciation Award. 

2014 AWARDS, cont. 
 

MEMBERS’ APPRECIATION AWARD  
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2014 AWARDS, cont. 
 

ONTARIO HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION SERVICE AWARDS 

For Meritorious Service to Horticulture 

Maureen Mark 

Maureen Mark has been an active member of the Ottawa Horticultural Society for more than 
twenty years, involved in numerous activities, and serving as OHS secretary for the last five 
years. She has worked on the Finance Committee and helped organize the OHA District 2 an-
nual general meeting in 2012, as well as helping guide the most recent OHS strategic plan-
ning exercise. She has also written for our newsletter. 

Maureen has been very active on the Shows Committee, and filled the role of shows statisti-
cian for many years, also winning awards for her own entries in flower shows. 

Maureen and her husband Sandy have been notable contributors of plants to OHS sales, and 
she always works pricing donations at the annual auction and plant sale. (Her performance in 
this activity is a wonder to behold since it involves accurate identification of plants, an assess-
ment of their current popularity, and good judgement as to what is a viable price for them, all 
carried out in the shortest possible time in order to keep up with the flood of incoming plant 
donations.) 

Maureen is also a co-founder of the Ottawa River Iris Society, and an accredited Iris judge 

with the American Iris Society. Another interest of Maureen’s is hybridizing streptocarpus. 
She is also an active member of the Ottawa African Violet Society.  
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Jean Stalker has been an active member of the Ottawa Horticultural Society since 2003, and 
a Board member during some of that time. Her other varied contributions include acting as an 
OHS photographer for many years, during which she recorded garden tours, sales, and indoor 
activities. She has also contributed to the newsletter and served as editor of the yearbook for 
several years. 

Jean especially likes to get “down and dirty” in the garden and has been a key volunteer on 
the OHS Community Planting Committee. She has also spent a lot of time working with the 
group that maintains the large garden at Merivale United Church and helped design a beauti-
ful meditation garden that was completed there this past summer. It was thanks to Jean that 
OHS members were able to tour the Merivale garden as part of the August garden tour. 

She has also been active in the Ottawa Valley Rock Garden and Horticultural Society, and has 
hosted guest speakers and potluck suppers where members can socialize with the speakers. 

Many of you will know that Jean has moved away from Ottawa and now resides in Guelph, 
close to her daughter’s family. We will surely miss such a dedicated and able worker and con-
tributor to the OHS. 

2014 AWARDS, cont. 
 

ONTARIO HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION SERVICE AWARDS, CONT. 

For Meritorious Service to Horticulture 

Jean Stalker 
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The Trillium Award was established by the Ottawa Horticultural Society in 1967, in honour of 
Canada’s centennial year. Its purpose is to recognize efforts by citizens to beautify Ottawa 
neighborhoods through their gardens. Every year a different specific postal code area is visited 
by the Trillium Committee members, who view the front gardens from the street once during 
each of the three gardening seasons. They evaluate these gardens according to criteria based 
on overall design and plant materials, including such elements as bed layout, framing, bal-
ance, “hardscaping”, variety of plant material, colours, condition and maintenance. The crea-
tors of the front garden judged most outstanding from spring through fall are awarded a cup 
called the George L. Myles Trophy. Other special gardens may also be recognized with honour-
able mention certificates.   
 
This year’s postal code was K2A and the committee, consisting of Josie Pazdzior and D-J 
Smith, judged the garden of Lesley Taylor at 435 Westminster Avenue as the winner. Honour-
able mentions for other outstanding gardens were awarded to Margaret Delicate at 1916 
Wembley Avenue and the late Mindy Pilon, posthumously, (accepted by her husband Ken 
Wright), at 696 Hillcrest Avenue.  

2014 AWARDS, cont. 
 

TRILLIUM AWARD  

David Delicate, Lesley Taylor, and Ken Wright (accepting for Mindy Pilon). 

Photo by Allyson Downs 

THE SOCIETY VALUES THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF MEMBERS LIKE YOU… 
 
If you have suggestions or you want to become more involved in OHS activities, just call 
the convenor of the committee you are interested in. You will find a warm welcome. 
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The Mary Bryant Award was established by Mary and Joe Bryant to encourage the use of na-
tive plants in our gardens. It honours an OHS member’s garden featuring the effective use of 
native plants, usually in complementary plantings along with introduced species and culti-
vars. The winner gets to take home and enjoy for the next year a beautiful painting created by 
Mary Bryant. The committee visits each garden nominated twice during the season to deter-
mine the winner for that year. 

This award was not given out in 2014. 

 

2015 Competition 

All OHS members are eligible to compete for this award.  If you wish to enter your own garden 

or nominate another member’s garden featuring native species plants, please contact Phil Reilly 
(gphilreilly@gmail.com 613-832-2965), by March 31, 2015.   

2014 AWARDS, cont. 
 

MARY BRYANT AWARD 

mailto:gphilreilly@gmail.com
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2014 AWARDS, cont. 
 

OTTAWA REGIONAL SCIENCE FAIR 
OTTAWA HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY SPECIAL AWARDS 

 

The Ottawa Regional Science Fair is organized and run by a volunteer group to encourage lo-
cal students in Grades 7 through 12 to research, develop, and present projects in the fields of 
science and engineering. More information about the fair can be found at www.orsf.org. 

Every year, the OHS gives two awards, in the form of bursaries, to students participating in 
the Fair: one in the Junior category, the other in the combined Intermediate and Senior cate-
gories. The winners also receive one-year OHS memberships. In addition, we provide judges to 
scrutinize the candidates’ projects and select the winners. In 2014, Lyse Morisset was the 
OHS convenor; Anne Johnston and Catherine Montgomery were the judges. 

The OHS committee streamlined its participation by rewriting its criteria so that projects eligi-
ble for OHS evaluation would be identified by the competitors themselves. A French version of 
the criteria was provided for the first time and the criteria in both languages were so much 
clearer to the students that all those who self-selected did indeed meet the criteria set down 
by the OHS. 

The projects were of high quality, with exactly one third presented in French. The Fair itself 
recorded its largest number of entries at over 350 during the April 4-5, 2014 event. 

Junior Winners: 

Emma Kirke, Gr. 8, Joan of  Arc  Academy, won with “Survival of the Narrowest? (trees)”. 

Intermediate & Senior Winner: 

Maxime Frost and Christophe Nadon, Gr 11, Collège catholique Samuel-Genest extracted 
heavy metals from drinking water using banana peels. 

The winners were convinced to demonstrate their respective projects at our April 22nd meeting, 
to the delight of the OHS members. 

Congratulations to the winners and thank you to the judges!        

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The Society is indebted to its officers, directors, convenors, and its many other mem-

bers who give so generously of their time and ability to ensure that the Society con-

tinues to be a useful and interesting component of Ottawa life. 

Businesses, organizations, and individuals have contributed in different ways to the 
work of the Society. The Society expresses its thanks for the assistance given by the 

following: the Ottawa Valley Rock Garden and Horticultural Society, the Ontario Min-

istry of Agriculture, Food, and Rural Affairs; the City of Ottawa; Tom Brown Arena; 

McNabb Community Centre; Ottawa Citizen; Hopewell Elementary School, and Katari 

Imaging.  

The Society also acknowledges the continuing support of those individuals and busi-
nesses that have donated special prizes and gift certificates as indicated in the show 
schedules, and to those businesses that offer discounts to OHS members. 

http://www.orsf.org
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2014 VOLUNTEERS  

Marjorie Allen 
Lynn Armstrong 
Jeff Blackadar 
Robert and Liz 
Bourassa 
Rob Brandon 
Sheila Burvill 
David Burroughs 
Gaetan and Mafanway 
Buttigieg 
Rosemary Campbell 
Sheila Carey 
Erin Cassidy 
Sue Chalmers 
Nathalie Chaly 
Bill Collins 
Ian Copes 
Lynne Deachman 
Ellen Derry 
Nadia Diakun-Thibault 
Irene Elce 
Maria Fleming 
 

Kathryn Lindsay 
Janine Loring 
Gillian Macdonnell 
Nicole Maksemuik 
Blaine Marchand 
Maureen Mark 
Nancy McDonald 
Sharon McCue 
Marg Mitton 
Jennifer Mix 
Catherine Montgomery 
Karen Moore 
Lyse Morisset 
Sara Nadeau 
Elaine Newton 
Josie Pazdzior 
Saree Perry 
Mary Pratte 
Nina Prestera 
Gayle Quick 
Cynthia Rattle 
Carole Reilly 
 

Everything done by the Ottawa Horticultural Society is done by volunteers.  We would like to 
thank and acknowledge the following members, all of whom helped out in 2014. 

Ann Frederking 
Sylvia Furman 
Barbara Gallagher 
Sandra Garland 
Heidi Geraets 
Laurie Graham 
Marilyn Hahn 
Kate Harrigan 
Jayne Huntley 
Penny Irwin 
Sandy Ives 
Lara Jiménez 
Fran Johnson 
Anne Johnston 
Eric Jones 
Janet Kelly 
Kristin Kendall 
Geoff Kennedy 
Anne Marie Korba 
Rebecca Last 
Nora Lee 
Marilyn Light 
 

Jamie Robertson  
Pat Russell 
John Scratch 
Margaret Scratch 
Anna Sipos 
DJ Smith 
John Soar 
Gloria Sola 
Sylvia Spasoff 
Carolyn Sprott 
Jean Stalker 
Len Stewart 
Sharon Stewart 
Kelly Stone 
Tuula Talvila 
Lyn Taylor 
Dorothy Tol 
Robb Wainwright 
Barb Walker 
Kathy Wallace 
Peggy West 
Helene Williams 
Ron Woods 
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