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The mission of the Ottawa Horticultural Society is to cultivate an interest in plants and  
gardening in order to create a beautiful community. 

 
 

ABOUT THE OHS 
 
The Ottawa Horticultural Society (OHS) is made up of amateur gardeners who come together 
to promote and encourage an interest in horticulture. The OHS organizes lectures, work-
shops, flower and plant shows and sales, garden tours, and exchanges of information among 
members. The Society also sponsors a community planting program and a special award for 
front yard gardens as as a contribution to the beautification of Ottawa. There are many oppor-
tunities to contribute as a volunteer. 

The Society has a long history, dating back to the late 1800's.  While there were garden socie-
ties in the city before then, it wasn't until the autumn of 1892 that a group of local plant en-
thusiasts met at City Hall to plan the launch of a Horticultural Society.  The inaugural meet-
ing was held on January 17, 1893, with some 30 gentlemen present to listen to a lecture on 
the newest and best horticultural techniques. More information on the history of the OHS is 
available on the Society’s website. We are incorporated under the Ontario Agricultural and Hor-
ticultural Organizations Act and belong to District 2 of the Ontario Horticultural Association 
(OHA). As of the end-of-year 2013, there were 248 members in the OHS.  

Meetings are scheduled for the fourth Tuesday of each month, except June (third Tuesday), 
July and August (no meetings), and December (second Tuesday). The meetings take place at 
the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview Avenue (at Scott), beginning at 7:30 p.m. They are free 
and the public is welcome.  See page 43 for a map of the location. 

Front cover: Sacred Lotus (Nelumbo nucifera). Our lovely cover photo was the 
winner of the Photographic Stores, Ltd., Trophy, and the 2013 OHS Photo Competi-
tion. It was taken by Maria Fleming. Congratulations, Maria! 

PATRONS 
His Excellency the Right Honourable David Johnston, C.C., C.M.M., C.O.M., C.D., Governor 

General and Commander-in-Chief of Canada, and Her Excellency Sharon Johnston, C.C. 

  
  HONORARY PRESIDENT 

His Worship the Mayor of Ottawa, Jim Watson 

  

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS 
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Gomme, Ann and John Soar, Mrs. Virginia Peck, Mrs. Anita Price, Joe 

Bryant, Marilyn Light, Herb Cheesman, Judy Shedden. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Gloria Sola, OHS President 2012–2013 

 
 
2013 was another successful year for our society. The more seasonal spring weather allowed 
our many activities to take place under more normal conditions.   
 
Our sale at the Friends of the Farm was well populated with plants as our members were able 
to get into their gardens and divide and donate their divisions to us for the sale and, later, to 
the auction and sale. The spring showers held off during most of our bus tour to Fulford 
Place, Mary Ann Van Berlo's garden, and Rideau Woodland Ramble. In June we participated 
in the Governor General's Garden Gathering Weekend. Our summer member garden visits 
were well attended and we saw some lovely urban gardens. Our speaker program continues to 
provide us with interesting talks and draws good attendance.   
 
2013 also saw us move ahead on some housekeeping and improvement projects that had 
been identified in the Long Range Strategic Plan. Since our society continues to be in a strong 
financial position and after reviewing our finances, the Board of Directors' decided to spend 
some of our reserves on updating our assets. In 2012, we had purchased two laptops with 
corresponding software: one for the secretary and one for the treasurer. This year we have 
started to look at replacing our audio equipment, which is necessary to make our meetings 
pleasurable experiences. After preliminary consultations with the membership through ques-
tionnaires, work has commenced in earnest on revamping our 11-year-old website. This will 
not only provide easier navigation, but will allow us to update and maintain the site in a more 
timely fashion.   
 
Our many volunteers continue to provide leadership and support to our ongoing and new ac-
tivities. One of our members, Maria Fleming, has donated her time and expertise to provide 
us, finally, with a banner that will identify the OHS at District and OHA functions.   
 
While things have continued to roll along, there are still challenges that we have not over-
come.  Our community planting group was not able to identify suitable partners to allow us to 
fulfill that activity this summer. The long-term future of our horticultural shows is still not 
clear. We had one judged show in 2013; however, we will add a second one in 2014. And, 
finally, our member numbers continue to drift lower. It is not only that we need new members 
to cover natural attrition, but we need to retain those new members that have joined us. We 
have to ensure that our new members find us a welcoming bunch of gardeners ready to share 
our expertise, experiences, and good times.   
 
This is my last year as President and, after almost three years, albeit the last was more often 
out than in due to my illness, I leave with a sense that the Society is in a good place and 
headed in the right direction. I am confident that you, our members, will continue to support 
the society's efforts through your volunteering, purchases, and attendance at the OHS func-
tions, including our AGM, and will continue to provide the Board with your ideas and sugges-
tions.   
 
Finally, I would like to acknowledge and thank the many, many members of the OHS who 
have supported me in this interesting journey. I have received innumerable cards, phone 
calls, visits and text messages telling me of your experiences, offering encouragement, wishing 
me well, and with offers of help and advice. I have been truly blessed. I look forward to seeing 
you soon and continuing to serve you as Past-President and also in another, not-so-public 
capacity, as your Treasurer. 
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2013 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Archives Committee 

Convenor: Jeff Blackadar (jeffblackadar@gmail.com)  

Highlights: Materials from the archives were used in a display about the OHS at Rideau Hall 
in the spring of 2013. 

Community Planting Committee 
Co-Convenors: Gillian Macdonnell (gmak3@bell.net) and Margaret Scratch 
(mjscratch@sympatico.ca) 

Members: Jean Stalker, Josie Pazdzior 

Highlights: The Committee investigated two projects in 2013: 

 An update of one or two quadrangle gardens at Thomas Munro school, located near 
Ogilvy Road, with the project to be spearheaded by a parent volunteer 

 Upgrading an existing bed and enhancing the front street view of the Carlington 
Community Health Centre 

Unfortunately neither project was actually undertaken this summer due to unavoidable de-
lays on the part of the project contacts. We hope to be able to complete both projects in 2014.  

The concept for the Thomas Munro School (middle school) project is to enhance the quadran-
gle gardens in such a way that the students can participate in the creation of the gardens, 
learning about gardening and plants, and enjoy the completed spaces. The school has the 
feeling of having been built in adjoining components, creating closed squares of garden, now 
quite overgrown. Unfortunately, the day following our initial meeting, the son of the parent 
volunteer was involved in an accident and the project is temporarily on hold.  

The Carlington Community Health Centre street front at 900 Merivale is untended and unim-
pressive for such a vibrant Centre. The front needs a good perennial bed and some attention 
to weeding and clearing. After an initial meeting, the committee mapped and planned plants 
for this area. We hope work can begin in 2014.  

Finance Committee 

Convenor: Pat Russell (wardruss@teksavvy.com) 

Members: Gloria Sola, President, presently on sick leave, Sheila Burvill (temporarily replacing 
Gloria Sola since May), Jayne Huntley, Gillian Macdonnell, Maureen Mark (Secretary) 

Highlights: The Finance Committee met twice in 2013, in June and again in July. The meet-
ing in June was to review the 2013-2014 budget before it was submitted to the OHS Board for 
approval at the Board’s meeting in June.  
As is done annually, the Committee identified the amounts of money to be transferred from 
the Trust Funds to ensure compliance with their mandates.  

The other main task of the Committee is to review our investments. For this, the Committee 
has retained Geoff Kennedy, past Treasurer, as our investment advisor with the Board pass-
ing a motion to grant him trading authority and on-line access to the Investors Edge Account.  

The Committee recommended that $5,000 be transferred from the chequing account to the 
Money Market Fund, resulting in an amount of around $15,000 in this fund. This amount, 
along with the amount from the Canada Savings Bond, which matures in March 2014, should 
be invested in better income-generating vehicles. The Committee will be reviewing various op-
tions and will present recommendations to the Board at its February meeting. 

Another outstanding task for the Finance Committee is to work on a proposal for the Board 
on what to do with donations in memoriam and memorials for members. 

mailto:jeffblackadar@gmail.com
mailto:gmak3@bell.net
mailto:mjscratch@sympatico.ca
mailto:wardruss@teksavvy.com
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In 2014, Gloria Sola will officially become Treasurer, with the help of Geoff Kennedy as Invest-
ment Officer and new committee member. This is a highly desirable situation from an audi-
tor's perspective since it allows for further checks and balances as it ensures that the finan-
cial authority is not concentrated in too few hands. It also spreads the workload between two 
people.  

Garden Tours Committee 
Convenor: Jennifer Mix (j.mix@sympatico.ca) 

Members: Sheila Burvill, Rebecca Last, Josie Pazdzior, Sylvia Spasoff 

Highlights: On June 4, 2013, we toured two gardens: the Fletcher Wildlife Garden and the 
Ornamental Gardens of the Central Experimental Farm. On August 22, three gardens in the 
Rideau Garden and Old Ottawa South areas were open for tours: the gardens of Geoff Ken-
nedy, Maryna Nowosielski, and Max Mosion. Descriptions of the gardens appear on page 11. 

Membership Committee 
Convenor: D.J. Smith 

Members: Robin Woods, Cynthia Rattle 

Highlights: Memberships were processed both by mail and at meetings with volunteers on 
hand to help process the larger number of renewals that happen at the February, September 
and October meetings. The committee convenor prepared reports for the Board as well as to 
convenors when requested. 
Unfortunately the downward trend in renewals has continued. As a result, even though our 
new memberships started to climb back to the levels of previous years, we ended the year with 
only 248 voting members, substantially below our usual membership. 

Newsletter Committee 
Convenor: Margaret Scratch (mjscratch@sympatico.ca) 

Members: Sheila Burvill, Jennifer Mix, Lara Jiménez 

Highlights: As is usual, the newsletter was published three times in 2013 – January, April, 
and September. Newsletter distribution also included the Yearbook (in January), the new 
membership form (September) and the Garden tours and Fundraising events flyers (in April). 

Program Committee 
Convenor: Rebecca Last (Rebecca.Last@NRCan-RNCan.gc.ca) 

Members: Lynn Armstrong, Jane Lund 

Highlights: The 2013 program of lectures included the following speakers: Mary Ann Van 
Berlo, Lynn Armstrong, Ken Brown, Mary Reid, Gérard Lajeunesse, Mark Burleton, Frank 
Kershaw, and Jeff Skevington. 

NOTE: A list of planned programs for 2014 can be found on page 28. 

Property Committee 
Convenor: Vacant 

Members: Janet Kelly (audio-visuals) 

Highlights: A complete inventory of OHS property was carried out in September. The bulk of 
the property is stored in the rental locker at Just Right Self Storage, located at 255 City  
Centre Avenue. 

2013 COMMITTEE REPORTS, cont. 

mailto:j.mix@sympatico.ca
mailto:mjscratch@sympatico.ca
mailto:Rebecca.Last@NRCan-RNCan.gc.ca
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Sandra Garland, on behalf of the Board, carried out a search for a speaker system to replace 
our aging equipment. Her search, helped by Janet Kelly and some personal contacts, was suc-
cessful and she has recommended a specific brand and model for purchase when funds allow. 
In addition, some additional signs, some for Sales activities and some for the new 
“Ambassador” programme were purchased, thanks to the work of Maureen Mark, Emily Ives, 
Heidi Geraets, and Sheila Burvill. 

NOTE: Any member interested in becoming the head of this Committee should contact Gloria 
Sola (the.canadian.ecuadorian@gmail.com) or Sheila Burvill at saburvill@sympatico.ca.  The 
Committee head gets to have a key for the storage locker! 

Publicity Committee 
Head: Lara Jiménez (troutpond@citizensofgravity.com) 

Members: Rosemary Campbell 

Highlights: In mid-June the OHS participated in a horticultural open house at Rideau Hall. 
The OHS table provided information on the Society's activities and membership, and our vol-
unteers engaged with the many visitors who viewed the Governor General's ornamental gar-
dens and greenhouses. 

Another highlight was Heidi Geraets’ conception of the OHS Ambassador Program. Attractive 
and durable signs indicating membership in the Society and featuring the OHS logo were 
made for members to place in their gardens to raise awareness about the Society. Twenty 
signs were made and distributed for the pilot phase in Fall 2013, and more may be made 
available in 2014. 

Shows Committee 
Convenor: Gillian Macdonnell (gmak3@bell.net) 

Members: Gillian Macdonnell (Chair, Convenor Summer Show), Kathy Lindsay (Convenor Fall 
Show), Lyse Morriset (Shows Corner), Maureen Mark (Statistician), Ann Frederking, Catherine 
Montgomery (Trophies), Gloria Sola (ex-officio), assisted by Dorothy Tol, who makes impres-
sive Show cards. 

Highlights: In 2013, the Shows Committee held one judged show (with two judges) - the Sum-
mer Show in June and a Members’ Choice show (not judged). Both were held in conjunction 
with the monthly meetings. Names of the recipients and descriptions of the 2013 trophies, 
awards and prizes are on pages 25 and 26.  

Plant Bucks continued to be issued as a fun way to encourage members to exhibit, using trust 
funds for that purpose. Each entry in a show event earned $1.00 in Plant Bucks, which could 
be used in lieu of cash at OHS plant sales (including auction purchases) in 2013. 

To increase members’ interest, knowledge, and participation, each edition of the OHS Grape-
vine and Newsletter included a Shows Corner. The Committee worked at ensuring that mem-
bers were aware at meetings of upcoming show events and that copies of the Ontario Judging 
and Exhibiting Standards for Horticulture and Floral Design (OJES) were available for pur-
chase. The Shows Committee also encouraged OHS members to enter the District 2 Summer 
Show hosted by the Beachburg Horticultural Society in August. 

Based on the show event statistics, the total number of members exhibiting in judged shows 
in 2013 was only slightly lower than in recent years. The combination of one judged show and 
one exhibition show (not judged) was an attempt to get more members to enter without the 
pressure of being judged. Numbers show that this effort made little difference to the number 
of exhibitors in a given show. The Committee, with the approval of the Board of Directors, 
therefore decided that the Society would return to two judged shows a year in 2014.  

2013 COMMITTEE REPORTS, cont. 

mailto:the.canadian.ecuadorian@gmail.com
mailto:saburvill@sympatico.ca
mailto:troutpond@citizensofgravity.com
mailto:gmak3@bell.net
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Volunteer Committee 

Convenor: Sheila Burvill (saburvill@sympatico.ca) 

Members: Rosemary Campbell, Josie Pazdzior 

Highlights: Prizes for three randomly chosen volunteers were given out at the 2013 Annual 
General Meeting, a practice we will continue into the future as a modest way of thanking OHS 
volunteers. See page 23 for the winners. Discussions on uniting the volunteer information re-
corded by the Committee with that which the Membership Secretary (D-J. Smith) collects took 
place and will continue into 2014 in conjunction with the expansion of the new OHS website.  

Yearbook Committee 

Editor: Helene Williams (chungwilliams@gmail.com) 

Members: Sheila Burvill, Josie Pazdzior, Pat Russell, Ann Frederking 

Highlights: The 2013 OHS Yearbook was published last January under a new editor with the 
help and hard work of four new volunteers. In addition, Margaret Scratch did the layout and 
Angela Snowdon designed the cover. The cover photo was taken by Barb Walker and was the 
winner of the Photographic Store Ltd. Trophy and the 2012 OHS Photographic competition.  

For the first time in many years, the Yearbook contained reports from all of the OHS commit-
tees and a signed copy of the auditor's report. 

The Yearbook was posted on the OHS website and copies were printed for the members who 
receive paper copies of the newsletter. The Yearbook was sent out with the January 2013 
newsletter. The Board decided to print a paper copy to distribute to all members in 2014.  

2013 COMMITTEE REPORTS, cont. 

OHS AMBASSADOR PROGAM 

Every so often, an OHS member has a brilliant idea, and in 2013, it 
was Heidi Geraets’ turn. She’d noticed that when she was working 
on her front yard beds, passers-by would often stop to say how 
much they enjoyed her garden and ask her questions about it. 
Heidi realized that such encounters were opportunities to promote 
the OHS. She proposed to the Board that a set of signs be created 
to identify gardeners as OHS members. She further asked for a 
supply of our brochures to hand out. 

The Board readily approved a budget for the signs. Maureen Mark offered to tap into family 
connections to get a good deal on them and to arrange for as many signs as the budget would 
allow. Her daughter, Emily Ives, helped create the signs and acted as the delivery person who 
brought the signs from Toronto to Ottawa. We could only get so many signs before the end of 
the gardening year but these were distributed to member volunteers. We are happy to report 
that already a new member has joined the OHS because of Heidi’s sign and garden. 
Going forward, we will call for members to volunteer to be OHS Ambassadors. The only crite-
ria are that you have an attractive front yard garden, are willing to answer questions about it, 
and distribute pamphlets to anyone who comments on the garden. 

Heidi will continue to act as the co-ordinator. If you are interested in participating, please 
contact her at geraets@uottawa.ca or (613) 730-7870. 

mailto:saburvill@sympatico.ca
mailto:chungwilliams@gmail.com
mailto:geraets@uottawa.ca
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2013 SALES REPORT 

 
Friends of the Farm Sale 
The OHS’s first sale of the year took place, as usual, on Mother’s Day (May 12 in 2013). The 
Friends of the Central Experimental Farm (CEF) have been organizing a Rare and Unusual 
Plant Sale for many years and the OHS has always had a booth there. Plants are donated by 
our members. A group of OHS volunteers, led once again this year, by Rob Brandon, potted-
up, identified, labelled, priced, and prepared the plants for over a two-day period. Another 
team of volunteers ferried the plants in the early morning over to the sales site at the CEF, 
where one of the sales teams, under the leadership of Nicole Maksemuik, was waiting to set 
them up for sale. That team was relieved by the second shift of volunteers around 10:00 a.m. 
While the weather has not always co-operated for the early spring sale, this year we had only 
a little rain and wind. Sales were brisk with very few plants left unsold. 

Auction and Plant Sale 
The plants left over from the Friends of the Farm sale were kept 
by volunteers and brought in for the Auction and Plant Sale that 
took place at the Tom Brown Arena on May 28. The Auction is 
now a highlight in our fundraising year, not just for OHS mem-
bers, but also for the increasing number of buyers who attend. 
Blaine Marchand headed up the organizing group and took 
charge of the auction part of the evening, while Sheila Burvill 
and Jennifer Mix organized the plant sale. Each year, the event 
runs more smoothly than ever with many attendees making 
gratifying comments on how well the evening runs. This is, of 
course, thanks to the crew of volunteers who accept and organize 
the plants for the sales tables and for the auction, not to mention 
the volunteers who create the visual presentations for the auc-
tion, keep track of bidders and their purchases, run plants to the 
winners, keep the sales tables cleaned and organized, provide 
assistance to buyers, and take in the money. Marilyn Light was 
again our auctioneer, keeping the bidders motivated to buy and 
organizing the sequence of plants to best advantage. 

Chrysanthemum Sale 
Also in May, the chrysanthemums arrived and were distributed to the members who had or-
dered them. Nine different mums were made available for members to purchase in December 
2012. The Syngenta Yoder rooted mums (in trays) were purchased through Aris Canada. The 
mums varieties (number ordered) were ‘Camille Apricot’ (100), ‘Chelsea White’ (150), ‘Danielle 
Purple’(100), ‘Stacy Pink’(100), ‘Delightful Victoria Orange’(100), ‘Crazy Victoria Amber’ (100), 
‘Victoria Pink’ (50), ‘Sunny Monica’ (150) and ‘Crazy Victoria Amber’ (100). Of these 950 plugs, 
946 were sold for $1 each. The cost of the plants’ shipping and taxes was $520.38, which re-
turned a net profit of $425.62.  The plants were to be delivered during the week of May 20, 
but arrived on May 29. They were in good condition but the delay added extra stress to the 
convenor. The ‘Sunny Monica’ variety did not arrive with the others. They were hand delivered 
by an Aris employee two weeks later. Volunteers were recruited to help with the initial deliv-
ery. The cells were divided and tags placed in each cell. Each order was placed in compostable 
bags and the buyers came to pick up their plants at the convenor’s home. The ‘Sunny Monica’ 
order arrived later. Unfortunately, by then, many of the members who had originally wanted 
these mums were no longer interested. New homes were found for the leftovers. In September 
2013, the convenor sent an email to the mum purchasers to find out if they would prefer as-
ters to mums, or both, in 2014. Members replied they would like both. So we are offering both 
mums and asters to members for 2014. 
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2013 SALES REPORT, cont. 
 

Fall Sale 

In 2013 Anne Johnston was the convenor of the 2013 Fall Sale. There was one potting-up sta-
tion located in the east-end at her home. There were enough supplies for this year, so there 
were no expenses to reimburse. There were four volunteers for the potting-up session and six 
drivers were recruited to help transport the plants. 

Nicole Maksemuik once again organized the day of sale arrangements for September 7. We 
had been notified that the space in front of the Old Fire Hall, the site of many previous Fall 
sales, was not available this year, so a new location on Sunnyside Avenue in front of Hopewell 
School was scouted out.  There were two teams of volunteer salespersons who worked to put 
suitable plants into the hands of interested buyers. Although not all plants were sold by the 
end of the sale, Alain Decelles, an OHS member with a large country property to fill, had ar-
ranged to purchase all remaining plants for a set sum of money. So, in effect, the Fall sale 
sold out. 

The new space was more crowded than the old, but its location, near the corner of Bank 
Street was very much in the path of buyers attracted by the Old Ottawa South Porch Sale. 
Interestingly, houseplants sold very well, mainly to university students looking for something 
green to brighten up their digs. 

General 
Of course, the OHS couldn’t hold any sales at all without the plants donated by members. 
While we can list the names of volunteers who worked on the sales (see the list of volunteers 
elsewhere in the Yearbook), we don’t know the names of all the members who dug up, potted, 
identified, and delivered plants to collection points. Thank you very much if you are amongst 
this anonymous brigade of generous members. As you will see by the sales revenue list below, 
the OHS makes a lot of valuable money from your plant donations and we are deeply grateful 
to all who contribute to our sales. 

Revenue 

Mums $425.62  

Friends of the Farm Sale $1459.35 

Plant Auction and Sale $2208.00 

Fall Sale $1179.30 

Total $5272.27 

OHS PLANT SALES 

OHS plant sales are important fundraisers to help pay for our activities and de-
pend on the generous support of our members.  Please keep the OHS in mind 
when you divide your perennials in the spring and late summer.  Also, come and 
meet people at the plant sale as a volunteer! 
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UPDATE ON THE STRATEGIC LONG RANGE PLAN (SLRP) 
2013 REPORT 

 

 

Renewal of the OHS Website 

Several activities in the Strategic Plan related to updating the OHS website, http://
ottawahort.org/. In the Fall of 2012 and in early 2013, Lara Jimenez distributed a question-
naire to members on the website and the use of technology. The responses indicated an inter-
est in seeing the content and format of the website updated and in having information on up-
coming and past events, photos of OHS activities, and more information on committee activi-
ties and volunteer opportunities. There was also a keen interest for an on-line membership 
option, which was a deliverable in the Strategic Plan. 

The OHS initially budgeted funding for this project for 2012/13 and 2013/14. However, be-
cause of delays in contracting, the Board of Directors agreed to all funding being spent in 
2013/14. In September 2013, a contract was signed with Accel Web Marketing of Ottawa to 
design the new website. Jayne Huntley led the redesign work and the transfer of content to 
the new site, supported by an informal “committee” of Sandy Garland, Sheila Burvill, Gloria 
Sola, Jeff Blackadar, Lara Jiménez, Margaret Scratch and Cynthia Rattle.   

The site went “live” in December 2013. An on-line membership application/renewal form is 
now included, and the Board has approved the use of PayPal for on-line payments and dona-
tions. There is more information on the site for the public to see the benefits of joining the 
OHS, and we have also partnered more formally with Master Gardeners of Ottawa-Carleton to 
use their helpline for gardening questions. 

Jayne Huntley will be continuing as Webmaster in 2014, and will also continue to send the  

bi-weekly Grapevine. The OHS Twitter account is being discontinued as it has not been ac-

tively used. Membership in the OHS Facebook page is growing, and Sandy Garland does a 

great job of posting information about various OHS activities. 

OHS ON LINE 

I am always looking for your photographs of plants and gardens for the OHS website. 
Please send them to me at: info@ottawahort.org. If you would like to write an article for 
the website about your garden, a favourite plant, or an OHS event, it would be very wel-
come.  Also, feel free to share gardening ideas in our Facebook group. 

– Jayne Huntley 

http://ottawahort.org/
http://ottawahort.org/
mailto:info@ottawahort.org
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THE FORTY-YEAR CLUB 

Congratulations to the following mem-
bers who have been with the OHS for 
40 years. Their wealth of experience 

and knowledge continue to enrich the 
Society and encourage us all! 

Joe Bryant 

Herb Cheesman  

Mrs. Virginia Peck 

Cecile and Joe Sanders 

Jack Troughton 

LONG-SERVICE MEMBERS 
The OHS also congratulates these 

2013 Milestone Members: 

10 years 
Lise & Van Chislett 

Barbara Harris  

Gillian Huntley  

Cheryl Hyslop  

Kathryn Lindsay 

Janine Loring 

Elvira Matthews 

Elaine Newton  

Maryna Nowosielski  

Elizabeth Vavasour 

Kathy Wallace  

20 years 
Marilyn Hahn 

Jane Lund 

Gloria Sola 

2013 CASH DONORS 
 
The OHS would like to thank the following generous individuals for donations given between 

January 1 and November 30, 2013. 

Keith & Monique Berzanson 
Joe Bryant 
Sheila Burvill & Eric Jones 
Clarissa Bush 
Rosemary Campbell 
Joan Catterson 
Nathalie Chaly 

Margaret & John Scratch 
Judy Shedden 
D. J. Smith 
Gloria Sola 
Henriette Watkins 
Peggy West  
Trish Worgan 

Beverley Ann Chartrand 
Isabelle Cousineau 
Ellen Derry & Ronald Woods 
Elizabeth Kannon 
Rebecca Last 
Gillian Macdonnell 
Marg Mitton 
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GARDENS ON TOUR IN 2013 

As reported in the Garden Tours Committee report, there were two sets of garden tours  
organized this year: one on June 4 on the Central Experimental Farm and one in the Rideau 
Garden/Old Ottawa South area on August 22. 

The OHS thanks all our garden hosts for their generosity in preparing and opening their gar-
dens to our members. We know the extra effort it required and we very much appreciate that 
gesture. We hope that your gardens will inspire others to open their gardens for future tours. 

Central Experimental Farm Gardens 

Fletcher Wildlife Garden (FWG)  

At the Fletcher Wildlife Garden, a project of the Ottawa Field Naturalists' Club, we were led by 
OHS member Sandy Garland and by Renate Sander-Regier, who had just defended her PhD 
thesis on the development of the garden. Our guides led us through each of the different  
areas – the pond, the butterfly meadow, the woodlot, the Backyard Garden, and others –  
explaining the vision that guided their activities. The mission of the FWG is to  
encourage citizens to “create or restore natural landscapes on their urban or rural property”. 
We were impressed with the results of years of hard labour and determined effort by so many 
individuals to return a disused section of the Farm to a haven for so many species of  
indigenous flora and fauna. The devastating effects of imported problems were all too evident, 
but kudos to the FWG volunteers for soldiering on in the face of the emerald ash borer and 
the dog-strangling vine. For the urban gardener, their backyard garden offered a practical and 
inspiring example of designing a garden around native plants.  

Ornamental Gardens  

At the Central Experimental Farm's Ornamental Gardens we were the guests of the Friends of 
the Farm. We were met by Polly McColl, advisor on irises, day lilies, and hostas, former  
Director (now Coordinator) of the Shelter Belt area, and Bill Wegman, team leader for the  
peony garden. These most knowledgeable volunteers led us through their favourite gardens, 
introducing us to the peonies in their newly designed beds, the rose gardens, the daylily and 
iris beds, and relating anecdotes about the plants and the history of the gardens. The Friends 
of the Farm is a non-profit organization formed to assist CEF employees in maintaining the 
heritage of the Gardens and ensuring public access to a beautiful, inspiring environment.  
Volunteers acknowledge the challenges inherent in maintaining a lovely public garden with 
limited resources, but it's clear that the spirit of volunteerism remains strong here as well, 
nourished by the hours spent caring for these gardens.  

Both of these gardens are sustained by the passion of their caretakers. We support their  
activities and encourage all OHS members to donate to either or both of these worthy causes. 
Time or money is sure to be appreciated. 

GARDEN TOURS 

Watch the Grapevine email and the newsletter for gardens that will be  
open to Society members this summer. 
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Geoff Kennedy’s Garden 

Geoff Kennedy's efforts have resulted in a beautiful and bounte-
ous vegetable garden in the sunny centre of his back yard on 
Clegg Ave. Geoff's perennial beds around his home are spectacu-
lar too, with roses, a stunning (and well-behaved) loosestrife, 
various varieties of phlox, helenium, and potentilla. Interspersed 
are many interesting evergreens 
(weeping Norway spruce, twisted 
dwarf pine), a “Southern Belle” hibis-
cus, and other exotics in pots. Geoff 
is well known for contributing re-
markably healthy and vigorous plants 
to all our plant sales. 

GARDENS ON TOUR IN 2013, CONT. 

Rideau Garden/Old Ottawa South 
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Maryna Nowosielski’s Garden 

Maryna Nowosielski’s two gardens are located 
at the corner of Glengarry Rd. and Onslow 
Crescent. Many edibles intertwined with flow-
ers are grown in both gardens. The Onslow 
garden is on four feet of sand plus some top-
soil. It is mostly perennials dedicated to 
birds, pollinators, and cut-flowers, with fruit 
trees, such as espaliered pear trees, sour 
cherries, viburnum bushes, Saskatoon ber-
ries, and wild strawberries. It is alive with birds and affords a 
feast of colour and scent for the eyes and nose. The Glengarry 
side is a sunken garden and has original Rideau Garden soil. 
It contains many more edibles in raised beds, annuals, peren-
nials, bushes, and fruit trees. These are mixed with flowers 
and, as you walk through, it's like being in a small and col-
ourful late-summer jungle. There is always something in 
bloom and something to eat.  Maryna’s grandchildren rightly 
call it “the enchanted garden.”  

GARDENS ON TOUR IN 2013, CONT. 
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GARDENS ON TOUR IN 2013, CONT. 

 

Max Mosion’s Garden 

Max Mosion describes his garden as 
a “contemporary English-style gar-
den”, meaning that in August, it's a 
controlled riot of colour. Max has 
planted an amazing number of flow-
ering shrubs, e.g., eight varieties of 
hydrangea, several Roses-of-Sharon 
(Hibiscus syriacus), a magnolia, and 
many Japanese maples. Beds of day-
lilies, roses, peonies, and phlox are 

among the perennials featured, with many ground covers adding lower story interest. Max 
uses his talented eye to guide his plantings, balancing colour, form, height, and texture to 
create a rich tapestry of leaf and flower. In addition to the soft side of his garden, he greatly 
enjoys the hardscaping side, working with various stones (cobblestones, flagstones) for paths 
and building retaining walls. The entire garden is enclosed by a wrought-iron fence. On his 
corner lot, he has created a waterfall and a pond surrounded with tall, exotic grasses and 
blooming perennials.  
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2013 BUS TOUR 
 
On June 22, 2013, OHS members participated in a bus tour to Fulford Place, in Brockville. 
After touring the house and Italianate garden at Fulford Place, OHS members enjoyed a tour 
of Mary Ann Van Berlo’s nearby garden on the shores of the St. Lawrence River, and a visit to 
Rideau Woodlands Ramble. The OHS wishes to thank the members of the Ottawa Valley Rock 
Garden and Horticultural Society who did the main organizing for the tour. 
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AWARDS 

 
ONTARIO HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION SERVICE AWARDS 

 
Josie Pazdzior has been an active member of the 
Ottawa Horticultural Society for over 14 years. 
During that time, she has worked and continues 
to work on the OHS Community Planting Com-
mittee, the Volunteers Committee, the Yearbook 
Committee, the Garden Tours Committee, and 
the Shows Committee. This year, she became a 
judge for the Trillium awards given out annually 
by the OHS for the best front yard gardens in a 
selected postal code area of Ottawa. She’s also a 
notable donator of plants for OHS sales and a 
former member of the OHS Board. 

Her horticultural activities extend beyond the 
OHS. Josie is a former President of the Ottawa 
Valley Rock Garden and Horticultural Society 
(OVRGHS). During her tenure, the OVRGHS 
hosted the annual meeting of the North Ameri-

can Rock Garden Society. She has also edited the OVRGHS newsletter since fall 2007.  

She’s also a Master Gardener, participating in all the volunteer activities that membership 
entails.  Many of us have encountered Josie at horticultural information booths run by the 
Master Gardeners of Ottawa–Carleton, including the one at the Lansdowne Park Farmers’ 
Market. In addition to all of that, Josie also operates a horticultural business which provides 
design and consultation for private gardens. 

Congratulations, Josie! 

Kathy Lindsay (D2 Director), Josie Pazdzior, and Jayne  Huntley 

(presenter) 

Josie Pazdzior 
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Rob Brandon 

Rob Brandon has been a member of the 
Ottawa Horticultural Society for eleven 
years and served on the OHS Board for 
several terms. He was an active member 
of the Finance Committee during that 
time and he has been the pre-sale 
co-ordinator of the OHS’s booth at the 
Friends of the Farm Rare and Unusual 
Plant Sale for many years now, some-
thing he continues to take on every 
spring. For several years, he was the or-
ganizer and sales staff for the OHS table 
at the Great Glebe Garage Sale. 

Rob donates plants generously to the 
OHS plant sales and has transported 
thousands of plants to sales sites. He 
also overwinters donated plants at his 
allotment for future sales. 

In addition to his OHS activities, Rob plants and maintains the garden at St. Giles Presbyte-
rian Church on Bank Street in the Glebe. 

One of his notable contributions to the work of the OHS was his participation in the rescue of 
an important collection of Canadian hybridized daylilies. The daylilies, bred by Henry Lorrain 
and Doug Lycett especially for northern climates, needed to be dug up in short order and Rob 
volunteered to organize this. He also divided the roots, with one of each cultivar going to a 
conservation collection located at the Central Experimental farm and another to a private 
property near Osceola, Ontario. The remainder were sold at OHS sales, displayed and publi-
cized as special plants. Sales of the daylilies contributed to high revenue figures for several 
years because Rob overwintered divisions at his allotment. 

Rob also helped with audio visuals at our meetings for several years. 

Congratulations, Rob! 

Kathy Lindsay (D2 Director), Rob Brandon, and Jayne Huntley (presenter) 

AWARDS, cont. 
 

ONTARIO HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION SERVICE AWARDS, CONT. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
The Society is indebted to its officers, directors, convenors, and its many other mem-
bers who give so generously of their time and ability to ensure that the Society contin-
ues to be a useful and interesting component of Ottawa life. 

Businesses, organizations, and individuals have contributed in different ways to the 
work of the Society. The Society expresses its thanks for the assistance given by the 
following: the Ottawa Valley Rock Garden and Horticultural Society, the Ontario Minis-
try of Agriculture, Food, and Rural Affairs; the City of Ottawa; Tom Brown Arena; 
McNabb Community Centre; Ottawa Citizen; CBC Radio; Katari Imaging, and Loblaws. 

The Society also acknowledges the continuing support of those individuals and busi-
nesses that have donated special prizes and gift certificates as indicated in the show 
schedules, and to those businesses that offer discounts to OHS members. 
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In 2013, I awarded the President's Appreciation Award to the group of former OHS Presidents 
who stepped forward to assume the responsibility of ensuring that our Society continued to 
function during my leave of absence. 
 
The duties of a president include public and private functions. The President is the face at the 
monthly meeting, the Chair at the Board of Directors’ monthly meeting, the OHS presence at 
the District 2 advisory meetings, and the lead at the AGM. Behind the scenes are the  
consultations and decisions taken, members’ and association questions answered, opinions 
expressed and “other” chores such as mail pick-up, cheque-signing, financial consultations 
and support to committee activities. The fact that these matters, seen and unseen, continued 
without really missing a step speaks to the resolve and commitment of those past-Presidents 
that our Society and its members would continue to receive the respect and  
service they are accustomed to. That resolve is, after all, part of what characterizes the dedi-
cation of those volunteers who agree to serve on the OHS Board and often go on to serve a 
Presidential term. 
 
And so, during the long spring, summer and fall, the members have seen different and famil-
iar faces heading meetings, leading the bus tour, present at sales. There have been many vol-
unteers who have taken on extra duties, but I would especially like to single out Sheila Bur-
vill, Gillian Macdonnell, Blaine Marchand, Jeff Blackadar, Jayne Huntley, Pat Russell, and D-
J Smith. Not only have they given me peace of mind about the President's duties being carried 
out during my illness, but I have been updated, kept in the loop, and consulted along the 
way, which has made me feel still a part of the OHS and never isolated during this unexpected 
experience. 
 
— Gloria Sola 

Winners: Pat Russell, Sheila Burvill, Gillian Macdonnell, Blaine Marchand, Jayne Huntley, and D-J Smith 

AWARDS, cont. 
 

PRESIDENT’S APPRECIATION AWARD 
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Sue Chalmers 

We tend to read of or hear most often from the OHS 
President, other executive officers, Board members, and 
committee heads about OHS matters. And indeed these 
people are very important in carrying out our mission. 
But equally important are the members who work be-
hind the scenes, volunteering for various tasks and qui-
etly plugging away without expecting any particular rec-
ognition. It’s one of the reasons that the Members’ Ap-
preciation Award was established in the first place. 

This year’s recipient has been a member since 2001 
and has actively worked behind the scenes over all 
these years. For many years, she has been a constant 
at the Friends of the Farm Rare and Unusual Plant 
Sales, helping with the potting-up, filling up her station 
wagon with plants to deliver them to the sale site, and 
taking a shift at the sales table on the day of the sale. 

For a number of years, she was part of the work party 
who potted up mums in Geoff's basement, getting them ready for distribution to members. 
She has helped set up special meetings such as the AGM. 

Her experience and knowledge of the way the OHS operates was tapped during the Strategic 
Plan work of 2011 when she served in one of its focus groups. 

Her garden has been featured in our garden tours. Her English background is reflected in her 
garden, in which roses, peonies, delphiniums, sweet peas, sweet-smelling stocks, and many 
other perennials and annuals thrive under her care. She has often entered specimens in the 
shows, and when the Canadian Peony Society held its annual show at Rideau Hall, one of her 
peonies won third prize. Many divisions from her plants have found their way into our sales. 

By now you’ve probably figured out that we are talking about Sue Chalmers, one of those very 
valuable members who can always be counted on to help out in any number of ways. 

The Society simply couldn’t function without members such as Sue. We are delighted to rec-
ognize her contribution by awarding her the 2013 Members’ Appreciation Award. 

Sue Chalmers and Jayne Huntley (presenter) 

AWARDS, cont. 
 

MEMBERS’ APPRECIATION AWARD 
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The Trillium Award was established by the Ottawa Horticultural Society in 1967, in 
honour of Canada’s centennial year. Its purpose is to recognize efforts by citizens to 
beautify Ottawa neighborhoods through their gardens. Every year a different specific 
postal code area is visited by the Trillium committee members, who view the front 
gardens from the street once during each of the three gardening seasons. They evalu-
ate these gardens according to criteria based on overall design and plant materials, 
including such elements as bed layout, framing, balance, hardscaping, variety of 
plant material, colours, condition and maintenance. The creators of the front garden 
judged most outstanding from spring through fall are awarded a cup called the 
George L. Myles Trophy. Other special gardens may also be recognized with honour-
able mention certificates.   
 
This year’s postal code was K1Y and the committee, consisting of Josie Pazdzior and 
D-J Smith, judged the garden of Bill Collins and Kate Harrigan at 596 Parkdale Ave-
nue as the winner. Honourable mentions for other outstanding gardens were awarded 
to Sue Chalmers at 44 Warren Avenue and Pat Russell and David Ward at 14 Warren 
Avenue.  

Sue Chalmers (honourable mention), Kate Harrigan and Bill Collins (winners) with George L. Myles trophy, 

and Pat Russell (honourable mention) 

AWARDS, cont. 
 

TRILLIUM AWARD 
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This award was established by Mary and Joe Bryant to encourage the use of native plants in 
our gardens. It honours an OHS member’s garden featuring the effective use of native plants, 
usually in complementary plantings along with introduced species and cultivars. The winner 
gets to take home and enjoy for the next year a beautiful painting created by Mary Bryant. 
The committee visits each garden nominated twice during the season to determine the winner 
for that year. 

The 2013 award was shared by joint winners Rebecca Last and Nicole Maksemuik, who will 
share the painting for half the year each. The committee consisted of the coordinator Carole 
Reilly, Gillian Boyd and Jennifer Mix. 

AWARDS, cont. 
 

MARY BRYANT AWARD 

Rebecca Last (co-winner with Nicole Maksemuik), Joe Bryant 

(presenter), and Carole Reilly 

Jennifer Mix and Gillian Boyd in Nicole's garden 

2014 competition: All OHS members are eligible to compete for this award.  If you 
wish to enter your own garden or nominate another member’s garden featuring native 
species plants, please contact Carole Reilly at carolereilly@gmail.com or phone her at 
613-832-2965, by March 31, 2014.   

mailto:carolereilly@gmail.com
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AWARDS, cont. 
 

2013 OTTAWA REGIONAL SCIENCE FAIR 
OTTAWA HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY SPECIAL AWARDS 

 
The Ottawa Regional Science Fair is organized and run by a volunteer group to encourage lo-
cal students in Grades 7 through 12 to research, develop, and present projects in the fields of 
science and engineering. More information about the fair can be found at www.orsf.org. 

The OHS gives two awards annually, in the form of bursaries to students participating in the 
Fair: one in the Junior category, the other in the combined Intermediate and Senior category. 
The winners also receive one-year OHS memberships. We also provide judges to scrutinize the 
candidates’ projects and select the winners. 

The awards are given to students whose outstanding projects demonstrate a keen interest, 
knowledge, and creativity in the areas of horticulture and/or plant science. This year’s compe-
tition took place on April 6; Anne Johnston, Lyse Morisset, Nina Prestera, and Robin Woods 
were the judges. 

Junior Winners: 
Emma Brunet and Anne-Sophie, 12-year-old Grade 7 students at Collège catholique Samuel-
Genest, for their entry entitled “Plante contre froid: un sujet chaud”. 

Intermediate & Senior Winner: 
Vincent Berthiaume, 16 years old, in Grade 11 at Lycée Claudel for his entry “Thuja Oil: an 
Ecological Defence Against the Emerald Ash Borer Invasion”. 
Congratulations to the winners and thank you to the judges! 
         

PLANT DISCOUNTS 

The Society gratefully acknowledges the following companies for offering a 10% or 
more discount on regularly priced plants to our members. Please support them in 
turn by giving them your business.  To get the discount, present your OHS member-
ship card when you make your purchases. The vendors are listed on the back of your 
membership card. Please note that the discounts are subject to change.   

Artistic Landscape Designs Ltd., 2079 Bank Place, Ottawa 613-733-8221       

Beyond the House, 144 Craig Street, Russell 613-445-5214 

Budd Garden Perennials, 2832 Innes Road, Ottawa 613-830-4326 

Galetta Rose Nurseries, 3196 Galetta Road, Ottawa 613-797-6257 

Green Thumb Garden Centre, 17 Tristan Court, Ottawa 613-228-0224 

Herb Garden, 3840 Old Almonte Road, Almonte 613-256-0228 

Richard Inchley Ponds & Aquaria, 3964 Farmview Road, Kinburn 613-852-2466 

J.A. Laporte Flowers & Nursery, 1211 Old Montreal Road, Ottawa 613-833-2316 

Rideau Woodland Ramble, 210 Burritts Rapids Road, Merrickville 613-258-3797 

Rock Wall Gardens, 995 Code Road, Perth 613-267-6684 

Whitehouse Perennials, 594 Rae Road, Almonte 613-256-3406 

http://www.orsf.org
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2013 VOLUNTEERS  

Marjorie Allen 
Patti Allen 
Lynn Armstrong 
Ken Berris 
Jeff Blackadar 
Gillian Boyd 
Rob Brandon 
Sheila Burvill 
David Burroughs 
Rosemary Campbell 
Erin Cassidy 
Sue Chalmers 
Nathalie Chaly 

Jayne Huntley 
Penny Irwin 
Emily Ives 
Roger Ives 
Sandy Ives 
Lara Jiménez 
Anne Johnston 
Eric Jones 
Janet Kelly 
Geoff Kennedy 
Kristen Kennedy 
Karen Kolberg 
Anne Marie Korba 
Rebecca Last 
Marilyn Light 
Kathryn Lindsay 
Susanne Liou 
Jane Lund 
Gillian Macdonnell 
Matt Machmueller 
Heather Mack 
Nicole Maksemuik 
Blaine Marchand 
Maureen Mark 
Sharon McCue 
Marg Mitton 
Jennifer Mix 
Catherine Montgomery 
Karen Moore 

Lyse Morisset 
Max and Liz Mosion 
Maryna Nowosielski 
Josie Pazdzior 
Nina Prestera 
Martha Quan 
Cynthia Rattle 
Carole Reilly 
Jamie Robertson 
Penny Rose 
Pat Russell 
John Scratch 
Margaret Scratch 
Olive Seaman 
DJ Smith 
Gloria Sola 
Sylvia Spasoff 
Len Stewart 
Jean Stalker 
Lesley Taylor 
Lyn Taylor 
Dorothy Tol 
Robb Wainwright 
Barb Walker 
Robert Way 
Helene Williams 
Roberta Woods 
Robin Woods 
Ron Woods 

The Ottawa Horticultural Society couldn’t hope to run its activities or carry out its aims without 
the help of a great many volunteers.  We would like to thank and acknowledge the following 
members, all of whom helped out in 2013. Prizes for three randomly chosen volunteers were 
given out at the 2013 Annual General Meeting,  

Ian Copes 
Lisa Coy 
Barry Davidson 
Ellen Derry 
Irene Elce 
Maria Fleming 
Ann Frederking 
Sylvia Furman 
Barbara Gallagher 
Sandra Garland 
Heidi Geraets 
Laurie Graham 
Marilyn Hahn 
 

Kathy Lindsay (Volunteer Prize recipient) and Rosemary 

Campbell (Volunteer Committee) 

Heidi Geraets (Volunteer Prize recipient), Rosemary Camp-

bell (Volunteer Committee)  

Rosemary Campbell (Volunteer Comm.), Maureen Mark (Volunteer Prize 

recipient), Josie Pazdzior  (Volunteer Committee) 
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